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- Mr. R. G. Held

- Mr. J. B, Adams
Mr., D, W. Moore
My, W. K. DeBruler
- (Attn: T. M. Johnson)

October 29, 1976
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1 bl MI‘. Ju Ac Mintz
1l -~ Mr, R. J. Gallagher
1 =~ Mr, T. W. Leavitt
.1 = Mr, J. G, Deegan
1l = Mr. R. K. McHargue
Honorable Heanry A. szsxnger 1l - Mr, J., P, Grahanm
1 The Secretary of State Y s
;//LA XQWash1ngton, p. C. 20520 uwfrf; - “”_: ‘.
# {Gx} ﬁf# ; : o . (i_: f{f/&/ﬁﬁ‘:”&‘}/”! fﬁé‘.{cﬁ../ﬁ‘:}z‘gﬁf '
o : i : P
%ﬁa Dear Mr. Secretary: = — . o

v Reference is made to my letter dated Gctober 20, l976
relating to 1nformatiaa indicating that the name of Special :
sgent Joseph S. Leo of this Bureau, Legal Attache, Caracas,
Venezuela, was found in the possession of one of the individuals
arrested as a suspect in the loss of Cubana Airlines Flight
Number 455 in the Caribbean Sea on October 6, 1976.

. For your further - 1nformat10n and assistance, there
is set forth below additional facts reported to,this Headquarters
on October 26, 1976, by Legat Leo, W
r ﬂ’ﬁ{i &ﬁ/ . ;d

- ‘ Hernan Rxcagga

v Venezuela, were arresteé by the police of'frinxd“d and Tobage
¢ ‘on OGctober 7, 1976, on suspicion of implication in the crash

RN of the Cuban«operated aircraft off the coast of Barbados on
October 6, 1976, Hernan Ricardo Lozano came to the attention
of Legat, Caracas, during the summer of 1975 when he contacted
| Legatfon behalf of the then Director, Venezuelan Directorate
of Intelligence and Preventive Services (EIS!P), Dr,. Pedro
Torres Agug:ixﬁor the purpose of assisting in expediting the
issuancesoY a visafto a family member of Dr. Torres Aoudof]@)
Ricardo ogano ret ed shortly thereafter to express his
q/ apprec atlon for that assistance and he recontacted. Legat
Caracab, on appr031mate1y three other occasions relating to visa
Aesoc. Din information. In December, 1975, Ricardo Lézano telephoned Legat
mpmAﬁndaextended to hinm a SOC-7A 1nv1taééon, wh1ch4was dec&ined.
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Honorable Henry A. Kissinger

Ricardo Lowxano was not seen or heard from again by Legat until
September 30, 1976, when he appeared at the Legat Office, Caracas,
at which tlme he requasted assistance for himself to- abtaln a
visa to the U, 8. ©On that occasion, Ricardo Lozane claimed that
he had a . photographic agsignment }n Jamaica for the magazine
"Wision" and that he planned a me~day stopover in Puerto Rico
hefore returning to Venezuela. 'On his visa application

Ricarde Lozano indicated his occupation as a graphles reporter
and industrial investigator. He listed his employer as
Investigaciones Comerciales ® Industriales (ICI) and, in that
connection, he produced & letter of employment signed by the ICE
owner,luis Posada Capriles. A visa was issued to Ricardo Lozano
on October 1, 1976, C%Grnqn Ricardo Lozano was never a paid
informant or source of the Legat, Caracas, Gificqilgggég)

. iuis Posads Carrllﬂscga been identified as a formeyr
Diyigion Chief of DISIP who resigned from that Agenicy in 1974
andfstablished ICI, a private investigative agenc Legat Leo
%tmf@d that he had very slight contact with Posadaﬁ%ﬁan wh@n
Posada. was an official of m;smj@bcgrat Leo and Posada met
perhaps ho move than' three %imas since 1971. On June 10, 1 P
Posada appeared at the Leg i Office to ask what if any, intereat
the FBI had in Juan CarloXBordoni,/ Posada was thsreupon told

" that Bordoni was a fugitive from j justice and that efforts vere
being made to extradite Bordoni to the H, %, from Venezuela to-
answer charges of bank fraud in connecticn with the: collapse of
the Franklin National Bank. Posada stated that in that case he
wished to advise Legat Leo that Bordoni had hired two ICI
operatives to act as armed bodyguards in bis home., { That infor=
mation was subsequently provided to Venezuelan. p011ve who were
involved in the expected arvest of Bard@ai. It is pointed
cut that Luis Posada Carriles was nw:i pa&d informant or

e
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source of the Legat, Caracas, Offic

Legat Leo further reported that Ereddy Lugo, the
second Venezuelan citiwzen arrested in connection with captioned
mattes; is not known to him, Venezuelan press reports id@ntliy
Lugo as a journalist and photographer, At the time of his e 5
arrest, Lugo reportedly had on his person a piece of paper
bearing the name and telephone number of Legat Leo. It is not
known to Legat Leo how his name came into the §08ﬂ9$m10ﬂ of

- Lago., £§hrther ngo has never been a paid informant or -
source of the Legat, Caracas, foice.-}4£2§} ‘
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Honorable Henry A. Kissinger

The police of Trinidad and Tobago made available Xerox
copies of papers and documents which they found among the persocnal
effects of Hernan Ricardo Lowano and ¥reddy Lugo. An examination
of those papers. and dooum&ntq revealed that it appeared that the
piece of paper bearing Mr. Leo's name was taken from a notebook
consisting” of approxzimately 30 pages which was found in the

. possession of Hernan Ricardo Lozmano. The names ¢f more than 170
individuals were inscribed in that notebgmk. w)

 With regard to Ricardo Morales Navarrete, Legat Leo
pointed out that he is currently employed as a Division Chief
of DISIP. Morales Navarrete was formerly affiliated with a
Special Investigations Unit, Venezuelan Exnlstry of Foreign
Affairs, under the immeéiate aupervxsion of. Orlando Garcia Vasquez
Mlnlater Counsellor., Moraleg Navarrete arrived in Venezuela
from Miami, Florida, in approzimately late 1974, having been
summoned by Orlando Garecia Vasquez, a confidant of
Carlos Andres Perew, President of Venezuela. Legat Leo maintazneﬁ
- contact with both Morales Navarrete and Garcia Vasquez in
connection with official matters,
arvest and deportation of several fugitives wanted
and local law enforcement authorities in the U. 8,
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[)ézz;gqt Leo has advised that neither Ricardo Merales
Navarrete®nor Orlande Garecia Vasquez wepgaever paid informants.

or sources of the legat, Caracas, OCifices it is pointed out,
however, that Ricardo Morales Navarrete=was a paid 1nf0rmant of
our Miami Office at various times between 1961 and 1975, rea@rt&n@
information of a general criminal nature as well as> 1nf0rmatlo”
invelving both pro- and anti=Castro act1v1t¢em,@§? :

With regard to the matter of ny sending ‘an ;
Inspeeter from FBI Headquarters to Caracas, Venemucla, tavﬁ
‘interview Legat Leo, previously referred to herein, I ha .
decided to hold such travel in abeyance becauae Gf the ex ig;zﬁC'

Co ion Act of 1997 (44 USC ZI0T-HQLe) .
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