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NTAS SAITIZED October 20, 1976

R
CIN THIS BGCLWE MRy - Mr. R. J. Gallagher

Mr, T. W. Leavitt
o - _ Mr, J. O. Ingram
- - Honorable Henry A. Kissinger Mr, V. V. Kolombatovic
- The Secretary of State 1
'y  -Washington, D. C. 20520

Mr. S, S. Mignosa
(Attn: R, T. Castonguay)
L o = Mr. J. G."Deegan:
Dear Mr, Secretary: ' l = Mr., J. P. Grahmmm O g\O E
& o=
-
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_ in connection with ‘the loss of :Cubana Airlines ﬁ
Flight Number 455 on October 6, 1976, in the Caribbean Sea, o
and with specific regard to, the fact that ‘the name of =
~Special Agent Joseph S, Leo 0f '‘this Bureau, -our Legal )
Attache (Legat) in Caracas, Venezuela, was found in the Eg
possession of one of the individuals suspected as being %
flmplicated in that disaster,. the’ following recapitulation
- of 1nformat10n is set. forth for your assistance.
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x ,{yu On Qctober 6, 1976. a. Cuban operated IC~8 Aircraft
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en route to Klﬂ“StOB, Jamaica, and thereaiter to Havana, Cuba.
The pllot of the aircraft was monitored as stating that an
exp10519n had occurred on board and he was then attemptlng to"
return’ to Barbades, There were ne ‘survivors of 'the crash.
¥Following that ‘incident, ‘two Venezuelan: cltizens, Jose
Vazquezr Garcia and Freddy Lugo, were detained by Trinidad
ﬁ~and Tobago ‘authorities as suspects, 'in the poss1ble sabotage
of that aircraft. In the possessiou of Freddy. Luga was .an o
address book which contained the following nbtation 'f"Embaasy T h
i American 2846111u127 FBI Joseph Leo, 331511 " u,\ : e
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A confldential source abroad whm has reported reliable
1nformat10n ip the past advised that Freddy Lugo is employed by
-Luis Posada,(the former head of the Venezuelan Counterintelligence

PSMD”91V1810D, Directorate for the Service of Intelligence and
*zep ADAP_ eventlon (DISIP) 4 Posada has been identified as a Cuban w
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exile who is hnbwn for his anti«Castro activitiés and who
has reportedly assisted one Oriando Bosch Avila. The latter
individual is a known terrorist who is the head of Céordinacion

de Organizaciones Revalucionarias Unidas {(Coordingtion of
United Revolutionary Organizations) (CORU). The confidential

- gource referred to above has all but admitted that Posada

nd Bosch engineeréed the bombing of the Cubana Aircraft,
The same source also reported he was almost certain that the
government of Venezuela was privy to the activities of those
individuals) &) ‘

CORU was formed in June, 19?6 by five anti=Ca@ﬁro
terrorist groups at a meeting in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic. CORU is headed by Bosch #nd one Franmk Castro, who
has also been identified as an anti-Castro Cuban exile,

Since that time, CORU has publicly accepted responsibility
for numerous acts of terrorism, including murders and bombings.

ASEQGiatian o£ Legat, Cgraaawj with §u§p¢ct@ ;}Gﬁjﬁ¢3

Our Legat in Caracas beécame acquainted with

Luis Posada[when Pogrda was employed by DISIP, After resigning
from PISIP in 1973]gPosada continued his contacts with Legat,
Caracas, oh few occasion&, usually in connection with cbtaining
persongl services involving vish requests. Posada referred his’
relatives and associates to Legat, Caracas, for visa information,
On September 30, 1976, and again on October 1, 1976 Heérnan Ricardo
Lozano, one of Pasada < employe@s, attempted to Obtaln a viga® o
through Legat so that he ¢ould travel to San Juan, Puerto RlCO (éﬂ

Qn October 8, 1976, the confidential source mentianed
above reported that Jose Vayquaz Garcia, one of the suspects
arrested by Trinidad and Tobago authorities, is actually iﬁentical

~with Herhnan Ricardo Lozano and that both Ricardo and Lugo were

part of the support group in the sabotage operation directed
against Cubana Airlines Flight Number 435. A¢cording to the same
source, the bomb aboard the aircraft wos supposed to explode
prier to ites takeoff from Barbadbs,@? e

Legat, Caracas, advised that Ricardo Lozano became
known te him in June, 19?4 when Ricardo sought visa assistapce
[gﬁr a child of DISIP Officialg lLegat was led to believe thé?@ég
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Cgicarda was an active member of DISIP, Subsequently, Legat
ecame aware that Ricardo was an _suxiliary member of DISIP and
in the personal employ of Posada f5Ricardo has also represented
himself ds a newspaper reporter aad @hotograph@r affiliat@d
with the magazine "Vision. "Qﬁ?

. ‘Ricardo centaetaﬁ Legat &Pproximately four times
after the initial vigit and en two occasions ﬂurniahed Legat
with information on members of Cuban Embaﬁ&y which was @bviously
obtained from DISIP fileg(iﬁj

On Septetiber 30, 1976, Ricardo appeared unannounced
»at the &merican Embasay and raquas!ed assistance in obtaining a-
visa to ¥. 8, sinceé he had a photographic @ snment for vaaion"
Vogawine in Jamaica. He ﬁiﬁm plannéd a two=day stopovei in
Puerto Rico. Ricardo stated that he intended to leave on
October 1, 1976, and gince a travel agendy told him the visa
proceaﬁ would ﬁaka thiee days, he raquest_,ibegat”s aasistmnce»(\ aA

i

A review of Hicardo's passport diaﬁiosed that he

travelea £rom Caracss to Popt=of<8pain, Trinid

‘August 29, 1976, and returned to Caracas

%egtemh@m k, 11763 Legat, ﬂaracawa re

of theyﬁuyanaae Consulate in Port=of=g occurred at

apprex mataly 10:18 a.m.;, September 1, 19,6@ CORY has
’ claimea reapoaaibility fex tham bmmhinga '

48
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&merican Embﬂasya that he wish@d-mg ap"iai'con51dération}ﬁor
-~ Bieardo and specifically requested that the issuance of a visa
{o Ricardo be eonsidered on its own m@rits,

. On Octobér 1, 1976, at the requeat of Ricardo, Legat .
communicat@ﬂ with a Vice censui wha wished to knew if Legat

th'iUo S.p or if he was
&egat infmrmed the Vice ﬂonsul he had 0O T

On Qetober 1, 19?6 while cmnv&raing with an official
of DISIP, Legat, Caracas; m@ntmoned Ricardo and advised it was
his suspicion that Ricardo might have been involved in some
manner in the bombing of the Guyanese Consulate; Portsof=Spain, '
on September 1, 1976. The DISIP official reeponded that mmp(;) :
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1

had 1o reasmm to believe that Ricardo was the ealiber of
individual who would be utilized in such an operation and
further, that Ricardo was not known to have been involved
in such activities despite his associlation with @G&&d&o@?}

: On QCetober 11, 1976, the Deputy Commissioner,
Trinidad and Tobago Palie@, whe has known Legat, Caracas,

- for several years, requested a meeting with Legat in
Caracas for the purpose of disecussing this matter, At
that meeting, lLegat, Caraces, recounted the details of his
casual aequainta‘_e-with suspect Hernan Ricardo Lozano.
The Deputy Commissioner then told Legat that suspect
Freddy Lugo had infarmaﬁ Tyinidad and Tobago Police
Inve&tigatarﬁ that he, Lugo, had been told"by his bosa™
(Posada) to contact Legat, Caracas, if he encountered a
visa problém. As has been mentioned hereih, suspect -
Ricardo actually coatsaeted Legat, Caracas; on September 30
1976, and again on Qctober 1, 1976; for visa assistance. Qﬁyf’

This matter is being followed most closely and
you will be kept completely 1nfonmed of all p@rtineut
developments.

Sincerely yours,

e
Clarence #. Kelley Wi

Director

1 = The Attorney General

1 - The Deputy Attorney General
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"Honorable Henry A, Kissinger

NOTE:

By memorandum J. G. Deegan to Mr., R, JD allagher
_10/12/76 details regarding the crash of Cubana airliner,
the arrest of two Venezuelan citizens by the Trinidad and Tobago
Police and of the fact that name of Legat, Caracas, was found i
the pessess1on of one of the arrested susPects were furnished(\‘ AA)

On 10/11/76, an Amerlcan Embassy Georgetown (Guyana)
to Department of State (DOS) teletype reflected that the Guyanese
Prime Minister, after returning from Barbados, reported that Cuba
intended to "smear the U, S." with part of the bkame for the crash
The Prlme Minister said that the Trinidad and Tobago Police were :
suSplclous of CIA 1nvolvement (initially bel1ev1ng Legat Caracas,. ... ...
to be with CIA) and involvement of the U, S. Ambassador w1th Eric .
Sealy; Sealy is a Barbadlan suspected of being involved in the
aircraft sabotage and is apparently a friend of a U, S, Ambassador.
The Prime Minister - stated that the Cubans had seen the address
" book containlng Legat®s nanme, Details not known regardi ealy s;
involvement with the U S. Ambassador or with this case.& (7%

By teletype, 10/12/76 from Embassy Caracas to DOS and
‘Embassy Georgetown, it was suggested that the Prime Minister be
reminded by Embassy Georgetown that the Prime Minister knows Legat
-as do the Guyanese Police since Legat has briefed ‘the Prime Mlnlster
‘oh previous occasions, Algo it was p01nted out that Legat has’
no connection with CIA1:§; W)

CIA has advised that a search of their flles reflecty
no information regardlng suspects Ricardo and Lugo. According
to CIA, however, Luyjs Posada Carriles, former head of DISIP, v

is known to them, WYLIA desc¢ribed Posada as?ﬁQ"fcmmer Agent of the .
CIA" who was amicably terminated in July, 1967, but with whom
contact was reeatabllshed in October, 1967, Accordlng to CIA, 65)
after Posada lost his posxtlan with DISIP In 1974 due to a change
in the Venezuelan Government, lhe was contacted only occa51onally ’
The last contact with him was in June, 1976, when\Posada ")
2 &9

unsuccessaully sought assistance regarding a visa proble
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