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Released under the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Acto~ 1992 (44 USC 2107 Note). 

DATE: 11-14-2017 . C" . D 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUI!EAU OF lNVESTIGATIOt(}t-!tiU~~~r..L ' 1 
· !( • Fl . .. 1\ ,o I . . 
;-,:t.am~, or~ ... m CLAS~: E~. , ". \~j!) 

September 17, 1964 DECL · ~ .slF o;·~: ·J .:;'>( \\ 

R.e: SECRET ORGANIZATION OF 
ACTION ( OSAC) 

''. :Jfl( 

CONTINENTAL q .s. PAS16m5 '~ 
'·· .'., INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 

NEUTRALITY MATTERS 

is NtiAJ o,;U$.ss• Ft~ 
nJ 1., aa~'/1 fJ_f:-~ 
~F/~ ~~~~.f:~ · 

This invesdg.nt:ion ·t~as predicated on press reports t 
bat the Spanish merchant vessel 11Sierra Aranzazu" was · ~ · 

attacked off of Great Inagua, Bahamas, on September 13, 1964. 5\{ 

The following is a summary of press and wire 
service releases concerning this matter: 

0 -._o::~~ -
;z~~)s? · ·.' 
2~§~ · 
r- <l:. ~....... • 
c.;, -,.. li.?' 1-

0n September lJ, 1964, the Spanish merchant vessel ~ ~; § 
"Sierra Aranzazu", 1600 tons, 270 feet lr.;ng, was attacked o ~~: u :§ 
by two small boa'ts North of Great Inagua> Bahamas. During - -~ ~i~ ~- g 
the night, a small boat approached the merchant vessel, · cr., ~~t!:S a 

T
., .. shining a · sp-otlight on ... the s ter~, noted the vessel's name . ~ -~ L5 ~ 

and then left. About rifteen m~nutes later ·two attack ~::cl--JI-
~ - · · C3ai.L.Iz .l bc~ts approached the vessel from the stern and strafed it_. " o::-
~ · • . . with 'cannons · and .~chine guns. As a result of this _ acti~~· . 
VS~- \Jt the merchant vessel caught fire, blew up and -the crew · · · · 
~~ ~U ·.took to lifeboats. Three '~rewmen of the Spanish vessel · . : , 
~~ we~.e ~illed ahd seventeen were injured. · 

~~L · :; . ·The DUtch ship "SS P.G. Thulin" arrived on ·the . 
~ ~ scene, picked up the crew and, under United· States CO,ast 
8 \f Guard orders, departed for Matthew Town, Great . In.agua:~ . 
'-!:: ~- Thereafter, two Cuban patrol boats . arrived ~nd ordered t~e 
~~~ r ·H . "Thulin" to take the crewmen to Cuba. The Captain of .the 
:5'{): '''lhulin'·' answered he was under United · States Coast Guard . 
~d a. orders to plioceed to Great Inagua. At Great Inagua, the 
·:::) e crew from the Spanish vessel received medical attention and 

then were taken to Guantanarno Naval Base in Cuba. '!he 
· three dead crewmen were taken on ' to San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Two Cuban tugboats towed the Spanish vessel to Bones, Cuba, 
and arrived there on September 16, 1964. 

;: · . 
. , 

-_.,· - . 



'R~l.eased' onder the J onn :E' •• Ke~~~y AssassTitafTon ___ Records-Colleotion Aot o:f 

DATE; 11:-14-2017 .· · .. · /. '·... . . . /.~· -· 
c1 ,, 

\\.,.,.....·, ~~-

. cotmo'*TIAL · · 
SECRET ORG.\NIZATION OF CONTINENTf\L ACTION (OSAC) Re: 

, ,I · .•. ' 

· {Q.n September 17, 1964, MM T-Ga representativ~[XJ 
of another government agency which con rue ts intelligence . . : . '· 
investigations» advised that the DRE in the Dominican · 
Republic is oper~ting a location about 100 miles from · 
where the Sp~nish ship was attacked. However~ ·at this 
time, there is insufficient evidence to determine ~o is 
responsible for the attack of the Spanish ship.(XJW.J 

, ... · · . ·· & 'l':Yadvised that the MRR has been operatin~ :-,·: 
against th~ South coast of Cuba and that an operation.}r; · .· 
the Bahamas wo~ld be too far for the MRRas PT boats~~~) 

. . . . . . . . ' .. .,--~~ 

· {!!1 T..:!1continued that there is speculation thattd(r. 
the Cuban government may have beep responsible for the · 
attack to bring pressure on the Dominican Rep-ublic to review 
its position in allowing Cuban exiles to operate out of · · 
that country. MM T~4 continued that it is also interesting 
to note that the three persons killed on the Spanish vessel 
were the top echelon of officers ~ the Captain~ Second Mate .. -
and Third Engineer ~ and of the persons wounded were the Chief 

. Engineer» Second Engineer and Radio Operator o ·~ 'Jr .... ~ stated &a!J . .-..- · 
there is some speculation that because the officers of the ship 
suffered so ~ny casu_a .. lities t.hepe may have been an internal 
problem with the ship us crew •(KJ (/11..) 

·. ' 

'., \ 

On September 17~ 1964, MM T~5, a Cuban.National who 
has been involved in Cuban Revolutionary a~Ctivities :·for 
the past seven years~> said that Juan Mesa Rodriguez, head of 
Secret Organization of Continental.Acticn~ on September 16~ 
1964~> claimed his organization was responsible for the attack 
against this Spanish ship and that the attacking boats left 
·from Florida { 'f:(,«) 

MM T=5 advised the~e wa's no evidence to support this , 
. claim 9 however» Mesa has been interested in ~ttempting such an . 

·. operation as this ll and about o.•n7 month ago was trying to obtain 
a ·small at_t:ack=type of ~oat"( *J,4c...) _ . .. . 

~-·..,..··.:. 

'.' ..... · 
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'· 

· [,1M T!"'iJ{f Cub~n exile active in anti~Ca.stro organi~ 
zations » aavised that Cuban exile-·groups serio\Usly doubt that 
Mesa 8 s organization presently has equipme~t~ money» knowhow and 

[,' • connections to.~7~t such rul_::ta~~~~Tlil7 . .. (·· j 
r~~ ~--~~--~--~~--~-
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