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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'I'ICE 

In Reply, Plerue Refer to 

File No; · 

BACKGROUND 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
. September 22, 1964 · ' nr- ; r, \~·)£\) 

r· ..,.,nT.! C .. l . .. "~"EP1 
\~~fO~~-~; \ :. \ - ~ r :· _ ('. ~_ \-. \ f:D \: ,\.v · 

~ ~{~~ ;;~·i~~iL6~~Sn~~i:>£- . 

J!,e: 
·• ! ~ -

Reference is made to previous memoranda entitled 
"Secret Organization of Continental Action (OSAC)" relating 
to reports that the Spanish merchant vessel "Sierra Aranzazu" 
was attacked off Great Inagua, Bahamas, on September 13,1964 . 

.It is noted, as previously reported, that the Sep
tember 16, 1964 · issue of the "M;iami · News 1' a daily newspaper 
published at Miami, contained an article stating that one 
T~lmq · Alvarez had called a news agency (United Press Inter
national) ·· and claimed his group, the Secret Organization of 
Continental Action (OSAC), was responsible for this attack. 

In contradiction to this claim, it is noted that 
Juan Mesa Rodriguez, a member of OSAC, when interviewed on 
September 21, 1964, .said he had not been consulted prior to 
the press notification claiming OSAC resp·onsibi.li ty and that 
OSAC had not })een connected in any way with the attack upon 
the "S:i.erra Aranzazu1

' ·/t{M.) 
It is also nbted that on September 18, 1964, MM T-1, 

a Cuban exile with contacts in th~ Movimicnto de Recuperacion 
Revolucionaria (MRR), an anti-Castro organization based in the 
Caribbean, furnished information which he had received from --.. 
associa-f'eS.. in the MRR to the effect that two launches and a .• , 
large boat operated by MRR personnel participated in the attack · 
on the Spanish merchant vessel, in the mistaken belief they 
were attacking a Cuban vessel. (~.tc,) 

CURRENT INVESTIGATION 

The following additional· investigation was conducted 
in order to resqlve this matter: 
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Re: Attack on Spanish Vessel "Sierra Aranzazu 9
' ; September 13 9 1964 

said Los Jurament ados was definitely pot involved in the at t ack. 
They suggested the possibility that C~stro had ordered the 
attac k to embarrass t he United S~ate$, b~t said they had no 
information to support this theory. ~(~J 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

An t onio Perez Quesada, 365 Northwest North River 
Drive, Miami 9 a Cuban exile who is ~urrently occupied as a 
fi~herman in the Bahamas 9 and who -~P the past participated 
in some attacks · on thenorth coast of Cuba, advised on Sep
tember 22, 1964 9 that he had no knowledge concerning the 
identity of the peopl e who a~tac~ed the Spanish vessel . He 
expressed the opinion that the bo~ts }nvolved would have had 
to be either very large boats o:r to ;Qave been based at a lo.:.. 
c ation near t he e.:ast ern end <;>f . Cu,ba, ~iP~e the 'at t ack occurred 
t oo far from the/United States to naye been launched from 
thi s country . \~fM..) _ . · 

On ~ptember 22, 1964, MM T~2, a Cub•n r e fugee with ~ 
some know l e dge of pro- and apti-Cast~o ac~ivities i n t~~ Miami 
area, reported that on the evening of S~ptember 19, 1964, h~ ~ 
had overheard a conversation going on a~ong a small group .of 
exi l ed Cuban newspaper men regard:tng the sinking of the 

_Spanish vessel on Septembe~ 13, l~64. MN T-2 said the news
paper men agreed t hat the s4,ip had Q~t;!n ·attac ked by a launch 
of the Cuban Navy and y ac~ord~ng to t~i~ sourcey agreed on 
this tbeo~y because ·it was unacc,ptable to them that the at~ 
t ack could have ~een m~de ~Y an ant~~Castro group due t o the 
·long-standing friendship b~tween Cub~ aJ:.!,d Spain, as well as 
the fact that Sp~j( has been giying con~tderable assistance 
t o Cuban exiles(~M.) .. · · . 

. MM T~3 ~~ Cuban with Cib.trt:y years]) exper i ence . as a (;'J,Sj . 
polic e and priva~~ investigato~_pnd who p1aintain:s contacrpt. ·· · 
with s ome sour c es in Cub~~4v;l~eq qn September 22 , 1964 - -

-a ' . . . . 
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Re: Attack on Spanish V Aranzazu 9
'? September 13, 1964 

that the majority of Cuban exil~~ in Miami believed that this 
attack was made by forces dipected by Fidel Castro in order 
to embar~ase the Unitqd States and p~r~aps to make the oper
ation of Cuban exiles against Cuba J1l.9re qifficult in the 
future {K/ 

· .. ... ,< . i -

MM T-3 also reported that the Cuban Government gun
boat v924 de Febrero'i had been in the imiPediate area 9f this 
attack and th~t very_shortly thereafter Cuban radio stations 
were claiming that United States planes had iQterfered with 
the intended rescue operations of the Cubap gunboato MM T-3 
added that t~e principal Cuban exile organizations in the · 
Miami area hav~ denied any knowledge as to who had directed 
the attack(~l 

5 
. . 

. MM T-~· ~ominican~th excellent contacts in of- .'1 
ficialrnominican c rcles, advis~q on September 22 9 1964 9 that~-J 
he had~een tal 1ng to a Cuban e~jle ~ho travels between 
Miami and the Dominican RepubliQo ~h~s-Cpban advised MM T-4 
that the general opinion in tpe Dominican Republic was that 
this attack had been ma~e by Cub•n e~iles based in the 
Dominican·Republi~~ 

This document \~ontains neither recommendations nor conclusions . '' . ' ' ,, ....,. 

of the FBI" It is the property of the FBI and i.s loaned to '.:, 
your agency; it and its cont~nts ~pe not to be distributed ':' 
outside your agencyo 
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