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OBJECT: WILLIAM GEORGELGAUDET -[_SI]& Lifi
) /1S - LATIN AMERICA -

(00:NO)

|
A On 6/10/68, the files of the Offica bf |
= USDS, concerning the subject were reviewed by SA JAMES F. j
ga PRICE. These files contained the following pertinent ab |
§ B g information: (ﬁh@‘ﬁe _
o v

By communication dated 3/18/63, Representative
ALE BOGGS, Congress of the United States, wrote to ROBERT J.
S TEPPER, Officer in Charge, Caribbean Affairs, USDS, con-

8 cerning the subject.  BOGGS advised that he thought a

<] proposal by the subject concerning a '""Report on Haiti' had a

< great deal of merit and he hoped the department would con-
§§k sider the subject's proposal favorably. In writing to

\

/f«fm-

TEPPER, BOGGS described the subject as "our mutual friend."

Fi
iﬁt

[=]
It was noted that the file contained communications from '*5:
Department of State to various US Embassies in Latin =)
o merica concerning trips throughout Latin America by the ‘;;

53’ spbject. These communications were sent in 1951, 1952, and B2W\

K 957, and requested that the various embassies extend the ém" .
=) sual courtesies to the subject. In thése communications g\ § 1
he subject was described as the editor of Latin American -gE

o A Y Reports. =ES--
E )

By communication dated 7/7/47, WALTER J. DONNELLY,

4

< : I U. S. Embassy, San Jose, Costa Rica, advised the USDS of the !
S recent visit of WILLIAM G. GAUDET, President of Latin American ’_
E = E\eports, Incorporated, New Orleans,f Louisiana, to San Jose. i
.Eg T = \A//// ," / /757/ 1
e 2 == Bureau K’ / / -t
P wi & taNew Orleans £34 976) : S
o 4 ? =WFO %‘ i
2 g4 10 17 JUN 28 1968
i i

2 iﬁl;%g"iseﬁ /=70 CONFIDRNTIAL — »
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DONNELLY descr bedzilUDET as the former Executive Secretary
of the Coordination Committee in Costa Rica. The communi-
cation advised that in addition to obtaining information for
the Latin American Report and attempting to sell the service
to the Government and Costa Rican businessmen, GAUDET was
also interested in obtaining information about iron ore
deposits in Costa Rica. The communication indicated that
GAUDET was obtaining this information on behalf of the
Bethlehem Steel Corporation. In the communication, GAUDET
was described as having a wide circle of friends among Costa
Rican businessmen.

S
/i 1
)

N\

—_—

By communication dated 6/6/45, HALLETT JOHNSON,
U.S. Embassy, San Jose, Costa Rica, advised the USDS.of the
efficient work done by WILLIAM G. GAUDET as Executive Secretary
for the Coordination Committee for Costa Rica and Press Field
Representative for Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. = The
communication commented that GAUDET had been efficiently
carrying out the press, radio and moving picture programs.

/.

By communication dated 5/18/46, GEORGE F., SCHERER,

" U.S. Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, advised

the USDS of the recent visit of WILLIAM GEORGE GAUDET,

7@corre5pondent of World Report. World Report was described
' as a new publication of international information sponsored
" by the United States News of Washington. The communication
;| described GAUDET as formerly having been employed with the
/g3 Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs. It

noted that GAUDET attempted without success, to interview
President TRUJILLO, The communication noted that World
Report will not adopt a sympathetic attitude toward the
dictator TRUJILLO as long as GAUDET represents its interest
in the Caribbean. It was noted that this communication was
classified "Confidentialﬁt@%d’( S R

The file contained no additional pertinent
information. _

-
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6/28/68

[ SAC, New ﬂrleans[_\\:ifi-g'iﬁj% \")b /
7 o LS

ng}gfoégﬂégl (64-23999)'"’7(é§ 1 - Mr, HW.! Little

WILLIAY GEORGE SIDNEY GAUDET
IS - LATIN AMERICA

I8

f Reurlet of 6/14/68. g)%m?uh};'bjrww

A review of the 1nvestigation in this matter
discloses that on 11/6/67 confidential informant NO 1488-8

reported that well-placed personnel with the United Fruit

Company, New Orleans, Louisiana, regard the subject as an

\I opportunist who probably cannot be trusted, It was stated

i\ that while subject has written articles favorable to the

N} United Fruit Company, on the other hand he has threatened

' personnel of that concern with adverse publicity unless

- | the concern furnished him certain information he desired,

It was the counsensus of opinion within the United Fruit g -
Coupany the subject cannot be trusted and he will use any -
set of circuustances to gain information for his publication,%

A Bureau SIS representative in the American Embassy,

San Salivador, ElI Salvador, on 5/1/43 reported to the Buresu
that Gaudet and one Richard Briggs, who were then with the
0ffice of Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs in San Jose,
e Costa Rica, had acted in an indiscreet manner in discussing

I in public places business matters which conversations were
: overheard, Furthermore, they disclosed {o persons regarded
" as almost strangers that a Bureau Agent was connectéd in an
| undercovey capacity with the American Embassy in Costa Rica,

i It is further noted that subject has been involved

| __{§ in two divorce proceedings; was sued on several cccasions for
T back ‘alimony payments; was regarded in the past as a poor
credit risk; and in the lata 1950's was a near alcoholic,

=
O Accordingly, your request to designate Gaudet as |
a PSI is denied; however, you may use him as a source pf

e infnrmatzon. In this regard, however, you are instrur;ﬂﬁj{f 
Def:cuc.‘l e o i‘m‘m " .
o~ 2 - VFO|(134-8002) )(2«, gt e G S
S — gade™= /-
Conrad
Felt
Gale
"')._P-osen ,
FSulliven L)
X Tavel T
. Trotter

Tele. Room
»‘ Holmea
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Pa,, as a free-lance journalist and then later returned to
New Orleans where he was connected with the International
News Service., In 1937 GAUDET was stationed with Interna-
tional News Service in Atlanta, Ga., and remained with
International News Service until 1942 when he was appointed
correspondent in the Inner-American Affairs Department with
the United States Government, New Orleans files do not con-
tain any information as to the significance, if any, of '
GAUDET's contact with BERNARD S, REDMONT.

WFO airtel to Burea 12/2/55, reported that
(;) WF adv1sed on 11/30/§§Jaghat an opposition newspaper
the

esent Costa Rican Government published an editorial
quoting from a "Latin--American Report'" prepared by WILLIAM
GAUDET. The "Report' stated volutlon would occur
in Costa Rica within 60 days. ?%F stated that GAUDET{EL
lives and works out of New Orleans and hat while the sour
did not know where GAUDET obtained his information, that in /
the past GAUDET's information had been remarkably accurate

Bureau letter to New Orleans, 11/7/67, disclose
that the Bureau's representative attached to the American
Embassy at San Salvador, El Salvador;, had been advised in
1943 by a source that subject, during a visit to San
Salvador, had earned himself the reputation of being out-
spoken and indiscreet in matters of a confidential nature.

NO 1488-S advised on 11/6/67, that he had made
1nqu1rles with well placed individu ithin the U '
Fruit Co, in New Orleans and these individuals advised that
WILLIAM GAUDET, publisher of "Latin American Report! has been
a_reporter in the tropics for over 20 _years. These individuals
descrlbed GAUDET as an opportunist who probably could not be
trusted., While GAUDET has written articles favorable to
the United Fruit Co. concerning its operations in Latin
America, he has on the other hand threatened United Fruit
personnel with adverse publicity if United Fruit did_not
furnish GAUDET with certain information he desired. X)Q‘J

It is the consensus of opinion within the United
Fruit Co. that GAUDET should probably not be trusted since
it is felt that he would use any set of circumstances to
his own end £0ﬁxit3poses of gaining information for_his
u

_
CONFIDENTIAL
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No[_4 97{, @(z()
Source advised kﬁu' i "Ihgﬁsonallv QM__&. };h

GAUDET and knows him only by_;eputation following his
inquiries as set forth above,

Source stated that there has apparently never
risen a question of GAUDET's lack of patriotism to the
United States and that the only question concerning him
is his lack of business ethics,

Bureau letter. to New Orleans, 12/8/67, advised

oJ3 {
” that the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) on 12/1/67,

reported that GAUDET|was utilized as a source of foreign

' é??f&3 positive intelligence information during 1953. Further,

|
|
-

GAUDET has not been used as a source by CIA since 1953;
has_never been utilized in an operational capacity by CIA

nq]CIA does not possess any derogatory information con- (%9
cerning GAUDET.Q*)( .

PSI RICHARDO J, ROBLES, who furnishes information

concerning Latin America, on 3/7/68 was unable to furnish:
any pertinent information concerning GAUDET, Likewise
during February and March, 1968, the following PSI's could
furnish no information concerning GAUDET&;&l(uO

i 10

CARLOS DE LA VEGA
[ ]
Former NO 886-R (ﬂ |

NO'1213-S advised on 2/23/68, that GAUDET was _an
alcoholic, or close to being an alcoholic
- GAUDET drank very heavily and had financial problems during
this period. He once wrote an article for Dictator TRUJILLO,
then head of the Santo Domingo Government. This article was
very pro-TRUJILLO and was believed to haye been dictated by
(TRUJILLO or one of his right-hand men. ( (yj

Source described GAUDET as easygoing and a

competent writer., He is still believed to he with the
"Latin_American.Report;' however, he may do some free-

lance writing under a pen name,

SECREI

bbf Wi HXN i -\L | o

in_the late 1950's.
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This motion alleged that ‘defendant GAUDET was delinquent in
his alimony payments in the amount of $150. Defendant was
ordered to show cause on 12/19/58, why he should not be |

in contenpt. No disposition to this motion is contained in
the file, B

w0 esyny SECRET

The file contains a second motion entered by
Attorney PITARD on behalf of OLIVE FLEURIET under date of
4/20/60, requesting that GAUDET show cause why he is not in
contempt for being behind in alimony payments in an amount
believed to be_$575. A notation in the file notes that
this second motion was '"dismissed by agreement.'" The file
contains a dismissal decree under date of 4/30/60, by Judge
ILUTHER HALL with judgment in favor of OLIVE FLEURIET in the
amount of $400 for past due alimony through 4/30/60. No
further entries noted in this file,

As noted above, the current New Orleans city.
dlrectory lists CORAL K. GAUDET as the wife of WILLIAM

GAUDET, No information has been received to indicate 5
tha PSI,'S experiendng current marital difficulties, It is ’)(zi)

noted that during contacts with GAUDET at his office,

the contacting agent has been present when GAUDET was tele-
phonically contacted by his wife. GAUDET at these times
gave no indication he was other than happily married.

GAUDET since originally contacted has furnished
-some information concerning activities of interest in
Latin-American countries to the Bureau. This information .
has been furnished to the Bureau in appropriate dissemination
form., Since this PSI has been contacted, it is noted that
he has periodically traveled to Latin America and it is felt
that as he continues to be developed that he will be able to
furnish information of interest concerning Latin American
countries., (

GAUDET made a business trip to British Honduras °
(Belize) during the Christmas Holidays, 1967, and upon his
return furnished to this office information concerning
indications that a leader of the National Intelligence
Party of Belize was working with the Cuban Government to
"the end that friction might result between Belize and
Guatemala. In addition, GAUDET interviewed the British
Governor in Belize, a personal friend, in connection with
this matter and information was obtained from the Britishw J/@)

QF?RLE L

LIRS , ......

| | |
S
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Governor that he ha E&B t a courier route existed

from Cuba into Mexico and 1nto Belize, This information was

furnished to the ngﬁauhpgnLHMaunder date ©of:"1/5/68: . N 1
On 3/15/68, GAUD furnlshed 1nf%%ﬁht1‘ﬁ*‘ ficerning

JORGE RABAH MUNIR, a naturalized Honduran citizen, who had
entered the United States in the alleged possession of over
one-half million dollars reportedly obtained by embezzlement
in Honduras., Source obtained his information concerning'k
this matter from the Consul General for. Hondqras in New \,
Orleans, This information was furnished to6 theé Bureau by
LHM dated 3/18/68. WB

GAUDET's business office is located in the Inter-
national Trade Mart Building where numerous consullgenerals
from Latin American countries also maintain their offices.
GAUDET possesse close personal friendship with many of
these consuls, 7;? is anticipated that as time passes he
will be able to Turnish pertinent information through these
contacts as well as information obtained as the sult of
his frequent travels to Latin American countriesij

(Zj
It is to be noted for example that GAUDET since

the latter part of May has been visiting Venezuela and as
of this time is still somewhere in Latin America,

It is recommended that GAUDET be designated as a
PSI of this office, (1¥3 :

QCUNF \DEW\M-

TR

. " \.. : . :.‘- : I
il ‘-f.‘ 2 5" > ‘-'“.‘_ L
RE I < %7 ".
\_. bl. 7 g Jo PO s R
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UNITED STATES Gt__AZRNMENT

Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (64-23999) [ma 5/13/68

4 %
FRO %‘AC BALTIMORE LBM- 21993 CD

s
: -“:;-::ZT;;I._ l ;
o

L, :

suBJecT: WILLIAM GEORGE GRUDET t:
IS - LATIN AMERICA
00: New Orleans ;
W idd

wdbii

Rebu routing slip, 4/9/68, enclosin% for Baltimore and WFO
New Orleans letter to Bureau, 3/29/68

DCII, Fort Holabird, Maryland, checked 5/1/68 for SA JAMES
E. BARRETT, reflects AIRR file #X8-298268 and NIS file #
S/NONI-56-RO64BS re, bJect

}\rt Holabird, Maryland, was made avallable
and reviewed on F/9/68 by SA BARRETT. This file contains
a memorandum %?fed 3/15/ 9 showing that on 2/11/42 WILLIAM
GEORGE SIDNEY®GAUDET'.;, born 9/21/09 in St. James, Louisiana,
was cleared by*theeﬁnmelllgence Division of the Army for an

. overseas assignment in connection with his employment as a
Wire Service Man for the International News Service in New
Orleans. The memo also shows that a Lt. Col. EDGERTON, who
knew GAUDET. i slightly during the Louisiana Maneuvers, thought
highly of him as a newspaperman. The file contains no other
pertinent information.

The USAIRR file,

I

;Zaam( dEQ~review above- llsted NIS files for pertinent informatjon
(N re subJect il
;q CONTAINED _ <d uA ;

sIFIED
IN IS_U cuas |
m” “ SHOWN
QTHERWL

D{ 2 - Bureau (REGIS.MATL)  NEC-Rg° LY
} 2 - WFO (REGIS. ?iiLﬂ 9?SEE§7 :4//;g§§§_ o 359G

1 - New Orleans 3 l}
(REGIS.MAIL A G é '
S on Rasianane 4z MAY 14 1968
JEB:dfl g
(6) : APPRUF™ -~ (WE “,—ﬂ _ i A
AND FIERE N ML INFORMATION comm
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UNITED STATES GG .RNMENT NS
Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (64-—23999) pate: 5/13/68

> SAC, wo&ag 8002) W HGW AL

WILLIAM GEORGE GAUDET - PSI-J QQ(%
IS - LATIN AMERICA
(00:NO)

ReNOlet to Director dated 3/29/68.

On 5/6/68, SA WILLIAM E, TRAINOR, JR,, caused a
search to be made of the files of the Bureau of Personnel
Investigations, CSC, and was advised that their files
contained no record concerning the subject.

LEAD;: ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

i 2 HEREI |s IFIED
WASHINGTON FIELD ns
JF/
AT WASHINGTON, D, C, Will report results of out-

standing agency checks at U, S. Department of State.

APPRUPTLATE ACYICIES

ADVIEED 'C'—-. Y]
SLIP(S)
DATE__ W

c//cse

Bureau
- New Orleans| (134-976) j?
1 - [:,
j*°

2 BEC3L) Cy 23579

(5)
e ey [S——

6 . ¢
EX 10 &  MAY 14 1958 3
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Dun and Bradstreet Rport

A Dun and Bradstreet report in the name of
in American Reports, Inc., under date of 4/25/67,
ists the following individuals as offlcers of this

corporation: .
W. G. GAUDET . President | (i/?f}“
R. lﬁ;:wr, ILI_ _ Vice President.. \/
BYGAUDET Secretary
I Treasuéer.

The report discloses that the corporation was

: chartered in 1946, and that, during 1965, past due debt

accumulated, some of which remains outstandlng but is
being reduced to some extent.

This report describes GAUDET as having been
born in 1909, in St. James Parish, La., and, for a number
of years prlor to 1941, having represented the UP and
the International Néws Service in Mexico and Latin America.
GAUDET is described as having been employed by the
Foreigh Service Department of Latin America, US Govern-
ment during World War II.

Contacts with Informants

The following informants have advised that
they possess no information or at least no pertinent
information concerning GAUDET:

Former NO 886 - S

yéEIrBJQHABDQ_J‘_B%?LES e%)

I CARLOS DE LA VE
PSI | |

27

" (O NTAL

- i e PRI i

"
Iy
I
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*TIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
AY 1962 EDITION ’,-\ =1,
ISA FPMF- 541 CFR) 101-11.8 / .

... UNITED STATES G‘I_ Y:.ERNMEN'_T
~ Memorandum

TO . DIRECTOR, FBI (64-23999)

L \Q‘% . SAC, NEW ORLEANSEI‘B4-97W)U'_9 -

QSUB]ECT: ﬁnd% GEORGE GAUDET mNF
PSI ( _
i 1s = LDATIX AMERICA Classifiet
i (00: NEW ORLEANS) Declassify

Re New-Orleans lett
letter dated 12/8/67. >

Investigation to date concerning background of
PSI is faverable with the following exceptions:w(_%

o 1. Bureau letter of 11/7/67 disclosed that/the

2§ - Bureau's representative in San Salvadqr, .E1 Salvador, had
H-__.:\_'_;bben advised in 1943fby a source that Sﬁin a visit to (X)’
A% | San Salvador had earned himself the reputation of being

very outspoken and indiscreet in matters of a confidential

nature.

2. NO 1488-S has advised that discreet inquiries
conducted by him with selected key personnel in the United
Fruit Company where NO 1488-S is employed, received
an analysis of the PSI as an gpportunist 'who could not be
trusted and that while the PSI had written favorable articles -
regarding United Fruit operations in Latin America he had an1
also on oecasion threatened United Fruit Personnel with [~
adverse publicity if United Fruit did not furnish PSI with 2 Iy,
desired information. NO 1488-S is not personally acquainted 3.7
with GAUDET. PSI has been known to United Fruit personnel -
for over 20 years as a reporter in the tropics. (u) ! g {

MAKR

. 3. The PSI during an interview in December, 1967, ; g
lconfidentially exposed his fiormer association with CIA to

the interviewing Agent.”( _110 _REC~ 59(@(/ ﬁ;?gffgfﬁy’ﬂ ?

It is evident from contacts with GAUDET that to
date he is an outSﬂggfn individual who does not hesitate

Classified by %5 %

ky@f%: ¢
1374'%7 S;m 2 #21/22¢

to speak his mind. e has not, however, given any indication
that he is unpatriofic and without solicitation he has spoken
highly of Bureau operations with which he claims to be

familiar as a reSU1Vf of. his,former association with the

U.S. Government. He has alsotreportedly stated that he

would be willing to help the FBI if he can.|()(W) ™= w——

)D | dertiwiepy M

g - Tt 577 CONPRENTIAL, —,
FLAIFEE S 1968 - Ay
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