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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the followir~g in ------,......,.....~~---=-=-------:-:---..;.......;---:---:--t 
: 

1 

•• • ( T fpe in plain text or code) 
. ' 

OTHER 4 

. . ·. 0 

rr-0-/(1 M . F 
1 

o R, 'N ' 01/CLAss'~Fll BY ~tritn.~·~- .. ... ·· . 
. . ON-1/"/'~- ~ 12 ~-

ReBute1s 9/ 12/65 and 9/13/ 65 and Miami te ,- . · 

Epclosed herewith for the Bureau are 10 copies of . 
a let terhead memorandum .dated and captioned as above ~ . An . ..... · , · 
ex t ra copy is designated :for the Bureau for transmittal · to · :·. · 
Leg at , San t o Domingo • · .·. . · . ~' 

.. ·. : 
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~~ T-3 is Mil 635-S~'i ___ ' c --·· L, 
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This l et terhead memorandum has 'been classifi.ed 
· "CONFIDEN".!'IAL" because it contains information from inform.ants · ''• 
. · of continuing value. Unauthorized disclosure of this. infor- · .. 

mation could result in compromising t:P,ese sources and affect. 
the national defense. · ··· 

· General WESSIN's letter to HECTOR. GARCIA' GODOY was . 
translated by Miami translator S~PUIE SALIBA. 

9/17/65 
· · Spa~ish 

' Ge neral \V'ESSIN. ·was :lnterviewed on 9/15/65 an·d 
by SAs EDWARD i. DAHL and ~UGENE L •. PAYNE in the . . 
language inasmuch as WESSIN clai~s 'to, speak no Engl:l.sh. · . -

- . . . ~ . 

WESSIN expressed admiration for the Bureau· as the · 
only s e rious agency in Fl~rida. ·He stated he would be avail~ 

,· . 

able fbr future intervi~ws by Bqreau representatives. · . ·· 
. . . I I :. . . .,: . . . 

WESSIN appears tired an d ·remote. He · is undoubtedly· . . ' ·- · · 
bitter, as expressed in : several press releases, :toward U •. S. 
authorities since he believ~s the· U. S . betrayed his e fforts . 
in the Dominican Republic. ·. , · · ~ · 

As · noted in the enclosed letterhead memorandum , . ·,. · 
WESSIN on 9/15/ 65 was encountered at the residence of A:NTON!O · · 
LL~NO MONTES, in company with Cuban exile MARCOS DIAZ LANZ, 
Bufile 105-80115. On 9/17/65, MARCOS DIAZ 'LANZ and FRA~rc · . 
FXORINI, ·Bufile 2-1499, ·were observed in ·contact· with General · · 

.· 

WESSIN • . On 9/17/65, ··LLANO MONTES advised that ihdiv.idualsD . . . . 
mostly Cuba n exiles whom he has not been in contact wi.'th for ... :_,- · .·. · .. . 
mere 'than three years, 'have continually, appear~d at .. his · · · · _: .:. , · .: 
residence or telephon:i,cally . contacted him in an effort t .o . . . . . ·. : .. ·. : . . : 
gain access to General WESSIN. WESSIN has been thus occupie'd :· .. 
durii1g most of his waking hours ·with these contacts, as weli 
as with widespread r e presentatives of ·local and: national :. · ... : · , ·. .' ~ 1 

press ; radio · and television . · This situation will more t han · · i · 

likely continue for so'me time . Because of the ~i tuation .. · · ·. ·: . .'· 
1
. 

regarding DIAZ LANZ and 'FRANK FIORINI, as described in ·the . . · . · · .. '~ 
enclosed letterhead memorandum, it i s pos sible that WESSIN~s :·· . . . ' 
a tt itudes .will undergo a . change if and when he perceives 
t~eir intent ion to :exploit '~ES.SIN fos own · anti-~o~~nist < ":_: .:·; ·. ··. · 
ambitions. . ·· - ·. · ··· · · . -~ · ·. · . '' ._ · · ·. .... . : · 

.t . 

\ . 
•"'- . ~ ' 2 :.;,; 

.· 
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As explained in referenced Miami teletype, Miami , -; _. 
will ende avor to cover the activities .of General WESSIN 

/ - t hrough con'tact s with established sources who are among ' . .... 
those Cuban exiles who are in contact with him. In addi~1on1 ·.· · 

f
J\-1/ESSIN will be contacted at such times as deemJH;l_:APP.:r.QP...t.tat~ ·. 
fOf the purpose-0I"enlarging our channel of communication ··· · 
-r~h him ana-"Iook~ng __ !~"WJ!.r~ t"hJL1tusp1-~.:!:11.~_y o·r;~--~<5I"tTng · .. ·. 
his-adiiiTr·a·t-ion:fn-d'~confidenc~_in-t.he .. Bureau. . · 
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UNIT~...J STATES DEPARTMENT OF J '-=-·..STICE . OTHER 4 

FEDERAL B U R EAU OF I NVES TIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refe_r to . 

File No. ,.., ~ . . .. ·...... . 

134-1191 

' 
,/ ·RE: 

~/BJ INTERNAL · SECURITY 

'://:-'}3?/f»<~/f4Jj'q< , . . . 
- DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

On September 12, 1965 , MM T-1, a confidential s oqrce 
abroad; advised as follows : · 

General ELIAS WESSIN Y WESSI N, commanding .offic~r of 
the .Central de Ensenanzarde las Fuerzas Armadils (CEFA)XArmed 

·Forces · .. Trainiilg. Center) ; was .retired , appointed Dominic an 
Consul Gen~ral in Miami; and sent out of the Domin'ican 
R~publ_ic . (DR) to Pal)ama on the night.· .of Sept~mber 9, · 1965 0 

. Indications· were that WESSIN was to· travel from Panama to 
'Miami .and it was expected that he · would be ' joined by. his 
family in Miami by September ·12 ,. 1965. · According to MM T-1 , 
WESSIN has sta t .ed that had not United States troops landed in 
the DR in April, 1965, the country would have b~en lost to 
.communi$m •. Ac~ording to. information available to . MM· T-1 on 
September 9, . 19.65 , WESS'IN was visited by Brazilian. Gener.al 

-~ ALVI~ ,. Commanding Gener'al of the -Inter :....Amer.ican ·Peace 
· .. For.ce., and .General ·BRUCE PALMER , Commanding Genera.l of U o . S . 
;For~es ' · ~R • . This visit was ·made at the · express i~1struct ions· 
·of Ameri'can Ambassador . ELLSWORTH BUNKER , ·American Re presenta-
t:i.v~ to the · OAS · C.oDim:l$~t-~e · in :the DR.·. It appears that ALVI_:N . ~(u\ 
and· PALMER directed an ultimatum to WESSIN to depart the DR . ~"YJ 

.j 

· -' 
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On ~eptember 15, 1965, General ELIAS WESSIN Y .WESSIN 
was located at his temporary residenceg the home of -ANTOij'IO 
LLANO ~~NTES, 751 Swan ·Avenue,· Miami Springs, Florida. · .· 

. Op May 19 ,_ 1965 ~ MM T-2, a Cuban exile 
faini·liar with act~vi ti-es· in the Miami Cuba~ · 
colony in ·:Miami , F.lorida, and acquainted with 
certain phases of pro and .anti-OASTR0 activities 
throughout :Latin America; adv~sed that ANTONIO 
LLANO MONTES was the editor of a monthly magazine 
entitled "C,arteies," which was . then published in 

. Santo · Domirigo ; · Dominica-n Republic. ~M T-2 · 
des.cribed this magazine as anti-CASTRO in tone , 
whose director was listed as RAFAEL BONILLA AYBAR. 
The Miami editor at that time was listed as 
VICENTE S. PUJALS. 

On Septehlber 15, 1965, General. El,IAS WESSIN Y WESSIN 
advised Special Agents of the FBI as follows : 

. . 
He _does not intend to accept a -consular post in 

Miami, Florida, whiqp was assigned to him by Brazilian General 
BUOO:i.ALV·lN at .the' ' time he .was deported from the 'DR • . WESSIN 

. -··-.. , ... <stated that ·.the details . of his. expulsl.on froni tne DR were · 
essentially. correct as reported by the lo.cal press, to w;i.t: . 

He was approached by General s DEAN and -PALMER · of 
the u~ - S. : Armed Forces and Brazilian General HUGO ALVIN, the 
cmer.~l~ military commande:t;> in the DR'. His offices were 
surrounded .bY _ a~med · uni ts j'of the U • . s. ·Armed Forces and· he· 
was directed_ by .Genera1 A~V~ to relinquish his · command to 
his . first · subordinat-e. .B:ec~use of the display of armed 
force, ·, ~SS~N realized that t o resist would have meant , 
addition~! b·to&qshea fn the DR and undoubtedly, would 
result in the wounding or death of his own troops, who_ 
he. be1i~ved <would have rer,nained -loyal to him. Recognizi ng 
·the futili"ty .o'f resistance and to save his own troops 9 he 

·. r .elinquished his cominand as ordered. · 

. WESSIN stated that United States Generals DEAN . 
and PALMER advised him that the ·"constitutionali st ' ' forces 

IM 45961 Docid:32299996 Page 6 
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under .the .command of General FRANCISCO CAAMANO had demanded 
his departure from the DR as a basis for .· furt her negot iations 
to settle .the · Dominican cr isi s. WESSIN thus believes t hat 
the United · Sta.tes . ·~cceded to t hese demands by the "communist s . " 
WES~IN -. pointed .. ,:out · that although he referred t o CAAMANO 
forces as -"communist.,!'. United States mi l itary officia l s 
referred to them as "constituti ona l is t u . f or ces . 

· .. WESSIN fears the .r apid expansion of c ommunist 
infl~ence in the ·DR ·and cit e d as an example_ t he · appointment 
on ~~ptember'. 16 , 19~5 , of MIGUEL ·sOTO as Secretary of Labor . 
This ' individq~l .. is . a supporter of JUAN BOSCH· and has m.ade 
public sta temE:ints whi ch WESSI N bel ieves .re-veal his communist 
ideals • W~SS.iN 9 however -~ · c o"-ld. not recall t .he s .pe'cific text 
of t~ese statements and emphas i zed t ha t while he · had no . 
documented proof of SOT0°s .communis t affiliation , he never­
theless considered him as ·at l east a communi st s ympathizer. 

Ano~her example of expanding communist inf luence 
in the _I)R is typified by the present Di rector of Passports, 
name unknown, who is believed by WES~IN to be communis t ·­
because . he instructed the deletion from Domi nican. pas s ports · 
of a stamped prohibition of t r avel to iron c ur t a.i n c ountr i es . . . . 

. WESS.IN pointed out that his tmmedia_t e _fut ure plans 
consisted of remaining in _Mi ami, Flor i da 9 and awaiting his 
f .amily from the DR . He has no intention of accepti ng t he 
consular post pr 9ffered to hi m by the Domi nican provisiona l 
gove·rninent . He intends to live .'off of a ·pension awarded to 
him as a retired mi litary officer . · 

~t is noted that on September 15 9 1965 , Specia l 
Agents of ~he FBI observ.ed t hat J4~~SDIAZ l nA.NZ .was in 

.contact with General WESSIN at ·the .. i,esidence of ANTONI O 
L~NO· M0NTE~ .• On September 17 g 1965 , . DIAZ _LANZ w~s aga i.n 
observed in contac t ·with ·Gener al WES~I~ 1 -- along wit h FRANK 
FIORINI; 

On September 17 ; l-965 ,. MM T-3, a Cuban . 
. exile who is personally acquaint e d wit~ ·MARCOS ,:, 
DIAZ LA~ and FRANK. FIORINI, advis ed as fol~ows :~ 

~ ........ a..!II&III&E!III!O"'h!l!ltl!I!Sf.llllf' 
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MARCOS . DIAZ is the brother of PEDRO 
LUIS DIAZ ·.LANZ 9 ·· former chief of the Cuban 
.Air Force under FIDE~ CASTRO. MA~COS DIAZ ' 
LANZ defected from Cuba at . . the ·saine time :as 
his brother PEDR0 9 when PEDRO dr<!~nced CASTRO 
as a Communist in about · 1960. I.Lj 

. . 

MM T-3 has known FRANK FIORINI for 
.approximately six or sevett years· and described 
FIORINI as. a U. s . citizen closely associated 
with· ·t'he DIAZ .. brothers in anti-CASTRO activities 
since 1959. Previous to 1959, FXORI NI . assoc iated 
w:tth the DIAZ brothers i .n smuggling weapons i nto 
Cuba . on ·~· ~· lf of . FIDEL CASTRO during the . BATISTA 
rqi~·. . · · 

. . . . 

MM T-3 described both MARCOS DIAZ LANZ and 
FRANK FIORINI as ind.ividuals who ha;,·e become pro­
fessional opportunists and who have attempted to 
enrich themselves by associating ·with anti-CASTRO 
and .a:nti-communist .elements. At the present time, 
MARCOS DIAZ LANZ is in desperate financial straitso 
It is · the opinion of MM T-3 that the signi.fi~ance 
of MARCOS DIAZ LANZ~ .and FRANK FIORINI 9s contacts 
with General ELIAS WESSIN relates to their i ntention 
of exploiting-. the resources and fac ili ties o~ ; 11 \ General WESSIN for their own personal gaino ~"'} 

/ 

OTHER 4 

On September 17 p 1965 9 G·eneral ELI AS WESSIN advised 
Special Agertts of ·the FBI. as follows : 

The newspaper article ·stati.ng that he was deported 
from the DR at . bayoiD~.et point is a figure. of s peech bu.t WESSIN 
reiterated that he was forcibly retired and deported. WESSIN 
indicated that a newspaper arti cle indi-cating t hat . he . . 
intended to move to Puerto Rico a:n<d organize Domini:c:ans 

. against the provis,ional. Dominic an government is wit hout 
· ·fa~t since he did not release this in'formation to the press 
and .has . no plans at .the · present t i me other than to await 
the . arr;lval of his fami.ly in Miami 9 F l orida. WESSIN made 
available a letter that he direc ted t o -the provisi ona l · 

.. leader. of· · the Dominic an govei~nment ~ ·HECTOR GARCIA GODOY. 
A translation of this letter is as ·fol lows: 

. ~ 

:'----- ---------------=-----
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"ELIAS WESSIN Y ·wESSI N­
Brigadier General 

0 

"Miami Springs 9 Fl ori da 
· · September l(l9;. 1965 

"Dr • HECTOR GARCIA OOJloY 
Provisional President· of · t he Dpminic an Republic 
Nat.ional · Palace · 
·Santo Domingo . 

"Mr. President : 

"I am writing :this l etter a few hours after my 
-arrival ~q .¥iami in ord~r to e:Iq>la'in c'l early _and 
definite:J_y.·n;tY position i n regard to the .recent events 
in whic h· I : ~ound ·myself involved . 

"The Domi nican p~ople are aware t hat , thanks to 
my loyalty during the ·grave events which began . on 
April 24 p our · count,ry is not ·c ompl'etel.y dominated by 
Communism at this time . 

"An elementary sense of honor .as a milit ary. m:an 
prevents me from ·accepting the position o f Consul 

. General in Miami tor a Governmen·t .wh:J.c h has avail,ed 
itself of foreign troops t o · s e.nd m.e :tnt o exile by 
:f;orc e . ' I told this . t o Generals ALVIN and . PALMER 
when they notified me. that X was Consul . in Miami • . 

. "The afternoon t hat Ge:uera l s 'ALVIN a nd PALMER 
informed me that I was t o leave and a Lieutenant 
in the .Un·i ted States Army prevented· me f rom going · 
to my house to· pick up my c l othes and my passport p 
I firmly decided t~at ! -woul d not s erve ·your . 
Government p either in the Consulate of Miami or 
in any other position . 

·~ever did I imagine th~~ a military man of 
my ranl,t would be tak.en t o t he a irport dressed in 
full . unitor~ _ and. taken out of t he c ountry with a 
bayonet at his. ·back. 

• . '- ... ,, ,,"J> 
' ~ ~ • .! . • '!.· 
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"The United ~tates officials who ordered my 
depa:rtu~e from Dominican territory in such a 

.. humiliati,ng m~nner· have dealt the death blow to 
the fight for Democracy in America. Can you 
imagine the effect, that this .action against my 
person by. the O.A.S. andthe United States 
Governme:1;1t will have on the military men of. Latin 
America? 

· "Do you believe that the military men of 
Latin America will be . disp.~_ed to fight · against 
CoJilDlunism when= they kno'w · that they will be paid 
for doing their duty by·being exp.elled . from. their 
country and ousted from their military care~r? 

. ·.''When the United States .troops . arrived in .the 
Dominican Republic 9 · after the men under ·my command 
.had been violently attacked by a Communist crowd ~ 
seeking vengeance _and death , I never imagined that 
those same troops, maki ng common c ause with the · 
enem~es of Democra~y would remove me from my c ountry 
in.' a .way which does little. credit .to . those who call 
themselves .the l .e.aders in ·the fight for the survival 

·of .the Western World. 

"I arrived in Miami . without a; passport, without 
money and with a ~uit given to me. by the soldiers 
at Fort Amador in Pa:na:ma, but I stiJ,l have my dignity 
and my ~ame. Men who are fight.ing for an .ideal can­
not be . destroyed, and even . thougn they may be 
physically elim.inated that ideal wi.ll reamin 
inalterable. 

"I have always been an ·honest soldier and the 
U •. S. Intelligence servi ces know that for they have 
searched all the banks in t he worl d for evidence t .o . 
besmirch my reputation . 

"At t _his moment , I find myself obl iged to break 
up my home 9 to sell my. furniture a~d my house and to 
leave my family. In orde r. t o maintain that home 
which I :will have to s tart up again in ex,ile 9 I have 

- 6 
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"only the pension to which I am entitled after 
-~l . years of service in the Armed Forces of my 
·country • 

. "My departure from my coum:try presag.es grave 
events fqr the cause of Qemocracyo · What self­
respecting Dominican will. be disposed to assume . 
responsi~il~lies· when Communism launches its .final 
attack against o'ur country? 

"At the present time , the world is fighting 
fo+ survival in t~e face o f .tbe Communist threa~ , 
and it is necessary for men with qeep convictions 
to assume. the defen~e of Democracy . Those men can­
not_. be . des:t.royed .in order to sat .isfy political 
ambitions, nor ·in order to ~ppease Communism ~ 
witho~t leading us to total destruction. 

. . 
"My departure from my country will be a 

disgraceful page in the political history of the 
~omini<?an Republic and for its govern'ing officials , 
who;-, l~~e· yourself, are responsible for it . No 
Dqminican; .<f,an remain . unmoved by such a _monstroU.S 
deed, and···the day ·will come when the truth will 
win out aga·inst treachery and deceit. 

"I repeat to you tha.t . l cannot accep:t the 
appointment as Consul General .. in Miami., because . 
it woul'd ·mean .serving a ·Government which has 
betrayed ·Dominican DemocracyP and it would mean 
being disloyal to the brave soldiers and officers 

· who accompanied me during those tragic days when 
blood' flowed over the soil of our count~y . 

"I ,ca'nnot betray those s oldiers -and office;r.-s 
of th·e Armed Forces becaQSe tbat would be an act -.of 

. cowardice . I cannot aband6n the Dominican peopl e 
because that would be a .denial of the ideals· of 
DUARTE, . SANCHEZ and MELLA . l _c annot turn my back 

·.to. American . D~mocracy , because that would mean ­
,opening the doors to Communis~ , in order · to dea l 
the death blow to our way ·of life . 

• I ' ' • - !t.. 
. . . . ~·- · .... • ,: . 
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"As General JUAN SANCHEZ RAMIREZ said in 
the battie ofPalo Hinc~dp ~ when . he defeated the 
troops. of ·Eirlperor Napol en: ·. 

"'The ·death ·penalty to the soldier who turns 
back ; the de.a th penalty to .the drummer who sounds 
retreat ; and· the death penalty · to the o~icer who · 
orders it, even though it be I,_ myself. ~ . · 

"I,- Mr. President~ will never order retreat. 
My brave soldiers a~d officers» my beloved Domin:i,.can 
people, my ~a.cred . fatherland, ·will a l ways f -ind me 
honorably fighting in the front lines against the 
t:raitors who ~ry to deliver us to an ideology which1• 

represents . a system of slav:ery and brutality •. 

"I hope. that the United States Government will 
make no further mistakes ·and that it will ®derstand 
that sacrificing democratic military men .is not the 
best way to ho.ld back the advance of Communism. I 
trust that the Unitec;l States . is able to· break up that 
network of infiltrat·ors : who are conspiring .against 
Liberty in their o~ l and and in the very offices 
which handle their ' international affairs . . 

'~s I publicl~ criticize th~ action against 
my person, it is not my intention to furnish weapons 
for" Communism to a-tta:ck · the United States.. I wish 

.to state that I repudiate the action of these evil 

.North ·Americans who_ are causing a loss of prestige 
to that ·great nation, and I trust that there. will 
_soon _be a proper rectification of the mistaken 
policy ·whic~ has been followed in my country. 

( . 

nRemember, Mz:. President, · that it _will be· 
difficult for you to oppos e ·th'e Communist con- . 
_spiracy by committing injustices against the 
m~li1;ary men and the democratic peopl~·· of .our 
country. · 

."If you were going to act that way 9 it would 
be necessary to maintain permanently the presence 

- 8 -

... \ 
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"of foreign troops in our coun~ry, _ and that would 
be equivalent to ·a definite surrender of our 
sovereignty •. 

"Very t:ruly· yours, 

(~ignature illegible) 

ucopies to : . .. . 

Gener~'l· HUGO PANASCO ALVIN 
.(,iener"a 1 . BRUCE PALMER 
Mr. : ELSWORTH BUNKER ( 
General DEAN" · 

_/ . 

This document · contains neither recommendations· nor 
conclusions ·Of the FBI. It is .. the property of ····the FBI and 

.'.is l,oaried to your a_ge.ncy; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed out&l·:de· your agency . 

\ 

- 9* 
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Ira &pl1• PkiiH Rsjei io ·. · 
FU.No. 134-1191 

c 0 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF ·INVESTIGATION .. ,~ ~ . 

, Miami·; Flor-ida · · 
September 17, 1965 

'· . 

·Title 

Character INTERNAL. SECURITY 
. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

•, 
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Reference Memorandum dated and -captioned 
as above. at Miami, Florida 

All sources (ex~ept any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infor.mation in the past. · 

·, ~ . 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t and Us contents are not to be dis-tributed outside 
your agency. 
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