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M<>mo from A. H. Belmont D Mr. Tolsorr 11~5-'64· pointed otit .• :: 
that neutralization of persons who constitute a dang.er to · the 
President is a Secret Service function. However, . there may be .some 

J 

few sensitive cases where action by the Secret Service would destroy 
an FBI operation of value to this country. The question was raised 
as to whether in these few instances the FBI would prefer .-·to·:·ln(ndle 
the subjects itself, rath~r than to have Secret Service neut~alize 
them during a Presidential visit. The Director noted, ''I am opposed 
to acc~pting this responsibility." 

;~ \ :~ , ( . ; ' -~ -~- '· f (f. ! . .·, - ::· -: . ·'t{' ~ _?_ ' • !" t~ ; · .. :' t .jj~ 
The 1'6 pionage .... Agents: For the Director's consider-ation it · is 
pointe out a ·o · approximately 18,500 names given by the FBI to 

}secret Service, the "sensitive cases" to which Secret Service referre 
H involve 16 espionage subjects. ~ of these are Yugoslav agent~{JJ 
~ whose identities were supplied by ur Yugoslav_.,slefector-in.;..plac~~"'::! 
t Three a:re Czech agents, who were i entified by~ur Czech defector~~ 
~ in-plac~ix are agents of the Soviet Committee for State Secur~~ 
i (KGB), iYe'~tified through fj;DQM, a Soviet defector-in-place. Fol#~ · 
j; are agents of Soviet Hilitary Intelligence (GRU), identified throW;h 
J TOPHAT, another Soviet defector-in-place. One is a Castro-Cuban t 
~ intelligence agent who repres.2,.~s an important penetration o(Jf C b~- -

elandestine communications )gll ""' . . Ci 
. :-.:J 

In no instance have the original sources indicated that ~ 
l any of. the~e espionage ~ge~ts ha~ :ver had an assignment of . g 
~assass1nat1on or terror1st1c act1v1ty. These people are collectar~i · 
: and transmitters of information. ; 

iv~ 

These cases are of varying importance from an intelligence 
standpoint, but in all of them we have an obligation-to protect the 
original sources. These original source-s may be in a position at 
some future date to furnish us with the identities of c<;)mmunist 
terrorists or assassins .who would be of immedi~te interest to the s s . -~ . ~:1\" L:::: emce. S~.~J (; I ry( :l / )' . ./&: • 'YJ. ' ' ,, 
(11) 1_,. 1

, ' · ·· CONTINUED - OVER ~~:: /h::}' 
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Memo Branigan to Sullivan 
re: PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 

ON THE WARREN REPORT 

We cannot adequately protect our sources when these 16 
names ·are out of our possession, and may even be furnished by 
Secret Service to the local police for "neutralizationo" 

Dangers in Handling by Secret Service and Local Police: 

I 
Consideration should be given to getting these 16 names 

back from Secret Serv,.ice~ These cases are all pending active 
investigations of intelligence (espionage) agentso Should a leak 

· occur in the Secret Service, the lives of . our defectors-in-place 
would be in jeopardy~ 

For example, take the case of {losef Ulver, a Czech illegal[~ 
agen~~op:r~ting as a

6

ftraveling salesman of rel¥!"gious ar. ti~les~ ~~[~ 

~
as J.~nt1f1ed to us by our defector-in-place, GIMME, who 1s now 1n~S 

, zech intelligence headquarters .in Prague:!) and w o has ~~t r;gentl . 
[S urnished additional information, (through CI~regardingt.9.zec _ a~nt S 

1

. 

in the u.so If@lve~[)name leak~ out, (QIMMEjwould be under ~.J . 
immediate suspicion.~ ,_ · . ] 

~) Another example is(ilexis von Volborth, a Soviet KGB~] 
illeg~whose very existence 1s known to only a limited number of 
persons in the ·New Y~rk KGB Residency, includin~our defector-in-

.,. place, FEDORA, who reported him to uso · If his name leaked, FEDORA i-s 
would be in a precarious positiono (jhe head of the KGB in New York\alll- : 
is already of the belief, from review of testimony in the~~\enko- [)8 
Ivanov trial, that the FBI. has an informant within the KGB !'JFEDORA 
furnished us with information on five other persons in th" list of 
16. If their names were leaked, FEDORA could be easily identified · 
by the KGB as our sourceo 

The same situation would prevail if the Secret Service 
gave the names b the local police and the names were leaked by the 
policeo The effect would be the same if the local police attempted 
to restrain these persons and the latter reported this to their 
intelligence principals~ In the case of local police action-looking 
toward "neutralization," we would not only have placed our 

l informants' lives in jeopardy, but we would have surrendered control 
of the investigation of these sensitive -espionage cases to the · 
local police., 

· Re-evaluation of· tJ:lE~ .· 1.6. .··.-cases: On 10-29-64, the Director met with 
the President v s Comm£t:tee on Presidential Protection., The Director 
pointed out that we disseminate to the Secret Service on subversive 
individuals, even where there is no indication the individual has 
threatened the President; that these are the type of people we would 
-pick up in the ~vent of a war emergency. 
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