
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


AGENCY : 
RECORD NUMBER: 

RECORD SERIES : 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER: 

ORIGINATOR : 
FROM: 

m: 

TITLE: · 

FBI 
I24-10279-I0238 

HQ 

CR I 00-42303-226 

FBI 
LEG, HAVANA 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

JFK Assassination System 
Identification Fonn 

Agency Infonnation 

Document Infonnation 

. DATE: I0/11/I955 
PAGES: 8 

SUBJECTS: 

DOCUMENT TYPE: 
CLASSIFICATION : 

RESTRICTIONS : 
CURRENTSTATUS: 

DATE OF LAST REVIEW: 

OPENING CRITERIA : 

COMMENfS: 

NRO; MAFIA, ORGANIZATION A/0 MEMBERSHIP, BKG, 
CRIM ACT, METHOD OF OPERATION, LEGIMA TE 
ENTERPRISES, POLIT ACT, CUBA 

PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
Unclassified 
4 
Redact 
05/06/1998 

INDEFINITE 

v9.1 I . 

Docid:32301903 Page 1 

Date: 4/27/20I 



R d collection Acto t 
Released undei -~he Lohn _!_.:._ Kenn~dy Assassinatio~-- ~-~~~ -s _ _ ____ _____ _ 

1992 (44 USC 2107 Note). 

DA1E: 11-14-2017 . . 

......... PGRMEei ·-· _. .. _ 
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Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO ~rector. FBI . CONF){J[Nl!Al 
:n.o~o~ : Legal. Attach6 - Havanal ~ba ( 94-11) 

DATB: Oc-tober U, 19SS 

0 
SUBJBC'l': THE MAFIA - HAVANA DIVISION 

GENERAL ·INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 
~~ DRIMINAL SECTION, 'INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

f '/ ·:',: ~ : ~~~¥-'.z"t-6;('1~ Orsanization and Membership 

' 

or 

Efi"orts are being .made at the present time to keep a 
closer check on these individuals and to further ascertain 
their activities and connections in Havana. Should this 
Check rei"lect any organized tie-up between the various 
American mobsters and hoodlums or Sho~d any indication 
or the existence ot a MAFIA become apparent, the Bureau 
will be immediately notii"ied. 

It is noted in reports received at Havana from various 
domestic field oi"fices that American hoodlums who are 
traveling to Havana are ofttimes rei"erred to as members 
of the MAFIA or "syndicate," etc. As stated above, a 
closer check will be maintained on these individuals to 
establish their conne_ction w1 th one another. · c;-::-
There is set out later in this report infonaation which 
indicates connections between .American hoodlums and 
oi"ficials or the Cuban Government. While it is realized 
the Bureau is primarily and principally interested in 
possible tie-ins between MAFIA or underworld elements 
and politics or politicians of the u.s. Government, the 
information set ;forth below is being submitted as also being 
or possible interest to the Bureau. ' 
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e eased 1mder the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Co1l'eotion Act o:f 1992 (44 USC 2107 Nolte). 

DATE: 11-,14-2-017 , . , . 

Havana 94_.11- 10/11/5.5 

associate.d with his brother, J!&i~FI!l~ pnd they 
alleged1lfiic -htrol .a bolita operat1lih Florida. JAMES 
( 

11 JIMMIE ~-.]!GO,.. FB~"<l,~. is . alleged t .o be a !leu tenant 
-of SANTOS FICANTE and operates as a messenger for 
TRAFFICANTE between Florida .and Havana. LONGO was known to 
be at the Sevilla Biltmore Hotel in Havana in August and 
September·, 1955• · · · 

MEYER LANSKY, who is conside-red a s one of the top hoodlums of 
the United ~tate~( was reported to be in Havana, Cuba,--=cll.lring 
July, 1955. ,_ · purpose of the trip was to meet with his 
brother, .. J,U . · · ·ANSKY and other tmidentified individuals to 
set. up a _ as no in Havana. 

criminal Activities and Methods of Operation 

All information .in the possession · of the Havana Office to 
date with reference to the activities o:f ·the American gangsters~ 
in Cuba relates to · the operation of gambling casinos and 
similar enterpri·ses. Inasmuch as gambling is legal in Havana, .· 
tb._ese matters are not strictly criminal activities. · · 

According -to .in:format,._on furnished by CI HAV-11, MEYER LANSKY 
was in conrerence: with Mr • . J ·AMES ENNis·, of the Hotel N-acional 
in Hav'an_a, in January, 1955:• _Informant was of the opinion that 
LANSKY was trying to arrange the gambling concessio~ . at the 
Hotel Nacional which, under author! ty of a law decree published 
1/27/55, could. be authorized to operate a gambling casino. At-

. that ·t.ime there were negotiations under way for the purchase of the , 
. Hotel Naciona.l from the Cuban Government by the Pan American ; 
Affiliates, a subsidiary ·of the F·an Ameri·can World Airways. In- 1 

formation receive·.d by _ the Havana. Office was to the effect that ~- \ i 
LANSKY was awaiting the results of these negotiations to see if · I.A.\ 

· he could ·then obtain the gambling concession _at the Hotel. Naclonal ·. ); 

. Source .further s.tat·e.d tha.t SANTOS TRAFFICANTE JR., or Tampa, . I 
Florida, is presently: running a ntunbers opera~ion out of the ·- . 

1 Hotel Sevill~ Biltmore in Havana. It is noted that although ! 
g_an_ibling is authorized -in Havana,. nwnbers writing is _not but 1 

it has always been tolerated inasmuch as it af'.fords a considerable 
source. of graf't for the local police. Source stated that the fact 
TRAFFICANTE .is able to operate a numbers racket out of the Sevilla 
Biltmore Hotel is an indication that -TRAFFICANTE has backing from 
the Cuban Government. -It is noted that the Sevilla Biltmore Hotel , 
is owned by one AMLETO BATTISTI, an Italian born Cub~ citizen,~ (.tJ.l_ : 

C" r -,~· ~ ·r" t.,..,.n, ' "lJ •}· ... ] ' ~ ,,, .. f , ' 

4. ·1 '\.• l • I L. l '-' I ; ' r 
_. .., . • ,. : >J 1 ''- ,I a ··: t ·l ! , 
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ease un~er the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992 (44 USC 2107 Note). 
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-
Havana 94~11 10/11/55 

w:b.o was elected to the Cuban Congress ~n November, 1954, arid 
who for many years has been known unofficially as the numbers 
king of' Havana. Source further stat~d that TRAFFICANTE is 

s numbers operation by· Brigadier General EULOGIOc 
~=---.::-t-~O~RRA-S_...Adjutant General o.r · the Cuban Army(/ll(_lJ.,) . 

Source also stated that 'l'RAFFICANTE is attempting to obtain 
the gambling c·oncession at the Comodoro Hotel in Havana and 
apparently has the inside track because of backing- received 
by him from General CANTILLO• It is to be noted that , the 
Comodoro Hotel does · not have ganibling facilities at ·the 
present time but is · eligible to obtain authorization :for · 
same under the new Cuban law decree. This hotel is a combination 
beach club and hotel and ·has about 2 1 000 members in addition to 
transient guests .who may- visit the ·hotel. ~)@1 . 
CI HAV-11 ori March 19, 1955, advisf3d that he had ~eceived 
infor.mation to the effect that TRAFFICANTE was attempting to 
take _over the gambling operations at · tne San Souci Night Club. 
Source state:d ·that the San Souci was presently owned by 
Tropicana interests Who bought up a controlling percentage 
ot the stock in order to squeeze . out NORMAN ROTHMAN Who had 
operated the San Souci as tron.t man and ostensible ower 
although it ha.s always been, indi.cated that he was bank-rolled 
by someone else·~)(~\ . . . · · - · · . 

In c_onnection .with· the _activities o:f . TRAFFICANTE, it is noted 
that ·HAV-11 on April 18, 1955, advised that TRAFFICANTE had 
arrived in Havana on April 17, 1955, ~lthough according to 
pre\Tious reports, lp.s arrival dat:e had been -scheduled tor 
April 2_0, 1955_:~~ .. . ; 

The Miami Herald tor Aprll 21, 1955-, reported the fi-nding ot 
the murdered body of CHARLIE WALL on April 20, 1955. WUL 
was descr~bed as the -76-year old statesman o:f the Florida 
underworld. He had been shot seven or eight -times with a 
shotgun and his throat had. been cut from ear to ear. It is 
not known whethe·r WALL• s murder 'is connected in any way with 
·the·:fact that TRAFFICANTE arrived in Havana on April 17 a.fter 
having prev1ous1y announced to his .friends that he was coming 
to Havana. on Apr_il 20, 1955. · . 

From in.formation ·contained in the tiles o.f the Havana Office, 
taken .from reports submitted by the Miami O.f.fice in GIIF Surveys. 
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Havana 94-11 ~ . . 10/11/55 

CONFI=fNTIAl 
The article charged PERTIERRA with operating the gambling 
at the National Casino and Jockey Club with the assistance 
of CHABLE . ' UCKY" LUCIANO Sl_ld his lieutenants.; MEYER LJN SKY 
and .CHARLIE 'IMS. Both PERTIERRA an4 MIRANDA ares tili 
active . . · th gambling interests in Havana at · 
the present time· • . 

In Novemberfl 1952~ HAV-1,1 furnished information to the effect 
that. "LUCKY' LUCIANO was making an effort to obtain official 
approval for re~entry into Cuba. · It is noted that subsequ~nt · 
to LUCIANO-• s arrest in 1947, in Havana, he was deported t~o 
I -taly. According to the source, the person 'handling the 
attempted approvBl. for re-entry ot._ LJJCIANO into Havana in 
1952 was .ANTONIO MADAN VALDES.~)~) .. 

Source at the . same time furnished _ information that MEYER 
LAN.SKY ·was trying to secure the concession for gambling 
operations at Orienta,]. Park and that he subsequently purchased 
a share of the Montmartre gambling· casino from PERTIERRA who 
for many years had. owned and operated the Montmartre. · Source 
related at that time that LAN SKY• s brother, JAKE, was ·in Havana 
looking after their interests in- the Montmartre. It ·is noted 
that during 1946 and 1947 when LUCIANO was in Cuba~ 'MEYER LANSKY 
was pne of his most frequent ·visitors ·.and LANSKY, ~t that time, 
was planning· to buy .a share in the gamblin~ c.onces_ sion'lin the · 
National Casino. and the Oriental -Pal"k Race Track.(~ Jf.J!. 1 

~-~ - ·January; 195~,jt- HAV -11 f~ni sh~_t;! __ info~_ tion w1 th reference 
to the possibl~/grug:.'ac.i;_i:vitle~ o:f.' .MAR;t~C:fA-;l!~o ~!'§..associated 
W1 th the Montmartre Nigll t· Club anC:i if.h()__, e+feved to have · · . 
connections with "LU,CKY" LUCIANo·. \ · No ve,irlfication of this ~ . 
information was obtained but it was_ re~erred to tll~ proper · ;.::_--­
authorities of tl,le, .. Cuban GQv:ernment · B:Ild~also ·-the _u.s; Treasury 
Representatl:ve_ in H~van:a:•~:(~-lU)- ···· · ~~~:~ .. /· · -· -· _· .. ( · 

By ·lett.er dated 2/1/54, captioned "Boo~ing and Rice Wire · 
Ser.vi.ce Activl ties; Special Survey, 11 the New York Office . re-
ported that CI NY-207C advised that the New York underworld 
syndicate controls gambling and other illegal activities in 
Cuba. The mob, according to NY-207C, was reported to have · : , 
excellent connections w1 th the Batista GQvernment in Cuba and 
were represented in their operations by an attorney who is 
married to President Batista's oldest daught~r~ 
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It is noted tha.t S~V,A~TOaE·~q~~o, concerning whom 
ini'·o~ation has been se,t1"forth pr~vious~y . in this rep.ort, 
was f'ingerprill.ted by the Foreign Section of the Criminal Bureau 
of' Investigation of' the .Havana Police on 3/30/54 in connection. 
with an application for a firearms licens·e. GRANELLO w~s 
as~isted in "this ' matter by a member of' the law firm of' PEREZ 
BENITOA y LAMAR. 11 TONY" PEREZ BENITOA is. married to MIRTA 
BATISTA,- a daughter of President Batista. · 

I 
I 

Reports have also: re ched _ the - avana Office to the effect 
that Col.onel ROBERT ijNANDE RANpA :who is ·a brother-in­
law of Pres! en a . s a, _: _ a~ · so ered into negotiations_ 
wi ~ .Amer ican hoodl'WD.s and gangsters. Colonel FERNANDEZ is 
·active in the control ··of' Oriental Park Race Track which was 
taken .over by the Cuban Government and i-s als,o r.umore·~ to ·be 
in on deals in connection with the new~y planned operations '~ . I 
at Oriental Park Race Track. 1 
By letter to the Director dated 7/1'3/$4, the Mi . . j 
furnished inf'ormation to the effect tha UARDO 1 
who was Cuban Con·sul at Miami, ... Florida, and who 
property owned b uban President Jjatista _~in the Mi ~-~> - I 
is m.arrie d to -·widow of' t ·he--AJ:"ate .: CHARLIE .CHETTI CvY I 
~I 61b3l,$~. F .CHETTI was a member of' the Ch cago · . k 
SYNPICATE and w.as a high rmki~g m:ember of the u.s. underworld. ~-

On April 28, 1955, CI HAV-11 advised that a concession to 
bring slot machines into Cuba and to set them up had been 
granted to NARTIN FOX, :··q_ne o· the owne_rs of the Tropicana Night 
.C.lub in Havana. Source - t ed that au:tho~ization for the· above 
had been given by SANTIA . , Minist.e.J:!_o_f_th,.~ _Int~r~.Q;r. Source 
advised that ~EOR , !can hoodlum, had been negotiating 
for the concession and was very put out over the fact it was 
-gi.ven. to MARTIN FOX. n~ · · . 
On April 29, 19.5,5, Mr. --EDMUND CHESTER, confidan.t and confidential 
a~visor to President Batista, advised that the introduction of 
slot machines and other gliU!lbling devices into Cuba was authorj,zed · 
under the new law decree ·concerning gambling which had been 
passed in January, 19.5.5. ~E.STER stated that a great deal of' 
pr._e:3sure had been put OI.l the\i.Cu;t>an ;ulstitute o_f' Tourism to 
obtain pass~ge of' the abo;v~ ; l·~w~-de~cree 'by MEYER LANSKY. 

~-1 ~·· ~ ~·\ • 

\ ' " t 

A separate file is being set..._liP'·,to correlate and report all 
information which may come to the attention ·of the Havana Office 
in connection with the so-called MAFIA. This matter will be 
given ·close attention and all in.t'orm~ion receiv.ed w-ill be 
promptly reported. co1~ _ rDENTJAL . 

-8- '' 

,._,_ ___ ~-----
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