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" RE: MILITARY AND NAVAL MATTERS L CUBA

Cuban Merchant Marine
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Cuban magazine "Bohem,a
1965. The article was in effect a eulogy of&the;Cuban
Merchant Marine, polnting out that the- tonnage

than doubled within the last five years._i'

The crews of the. Cuban ships 1ncreased from
584 men in 1959 to 1107 in September 1964. The article.
noted that in 1959 Cuban ships called mainly at the. ports i
of New Orleans, Tampa, Pensacola, Philadelphia, New York,~
Baltimore, and Guayquil, Ecuador. In 1965, the ports most
frequently visited by Cuban ships are Montreal and St. .
John, Canada, Rotterdam, Holland, Antwerp, Belgium,.*“” C
England, Barcelona, Spain, Algiers and’ Stettin'
stated that at the present time Cuban ships were “ mos
all important Spanish ports, including Alicante Gi n;:'::
Cadiz, Palma de Mallorca, and Ténerife. K: )
that the Cuban flag flies in Naples, Le havre,,and ‘Georgeto
British Guiana.

. Merchant Marine cadets are’ trained at he:
Academy at Mariel as well as the Pilots and Machi ists

T e
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0of the Merchant Marine.

"Bohemia" stated ten 13,000 ton ships are under
construction for Cuba and two special refrigerator ships
are being bullt with a @@p@@ity of 60,000 cubic feet. Two
725 ton ferries with capacity of 500 passengers each are
alleégedly under constructicn to handle the maritime traffic

t between Cuba and the Isle of Pin@s

Difficulties Betwe@n Cuba and the Isle of Pines -

as both a private and polic@ investigator, who malintains
“contact with someé sources still in Cuba¥ advised on

April 26, 1965, that maritimée communication between the
ports of Nueva G@ronay Isle of’ Pines, and’ Batabano, ‘southern
port in the Province of Havana,is being handled at the
present time by five: ships but with c@nsid@ﬂable irr@gularity
Three of these Ships, "Isla dél Tesoro" “Pin@ro s, and the
"William J. Mil1ls", are ferries and @arry passengers and
vehicles., Two ships, "Bongos Un@” and “Bongos Dos",
transport cargo @nly

MM T-2, {@ source with many years' experience g?
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!
J
l
~All of these vessels are in very poor condition }
and are contlinually having to be towed to port from the g
middle of thelr crossing because of serious break- -downs
in their m&chin@ryo Reépaits needed are urgeént but it }
is’ impo&ﬁiblg to effect them immcdiately because of the !
lack of r@plac@M@nt parts. The one most fr@quently o ’ |
experiencing break-downs is the largest, "Isla del Tesoro", {
which 18 used by the government to transport tiroops between :
Nueva Gerona and Batabano. This f@rry can carry 9@@ to 1
1000 passeng@rs and up to 30 vehleles’ depending on their i
size,. There are dlso two planes assigned to handle cargo |
and passengers between the dirports of Nueva Gerona »;;a
and/or Sigusnea. The alrport of Siguanea 1s approximately
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