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Vicious Circle· · , . ~tCl(Jc.~~· .. . · ·· ··· 
Information reee~v~ro o f~;~~; ~~nvesUgato~:.O have 

recently a.rri ved tn the United &1~te · ndicates that the economic situation in 
Cuba--despite assistance from varlotAs Sovle.t ... bloc natlonsco-!eaves much to be 
desired. According to these two sources, lncJ"easlng Government control over 
th~ means of production and distribution has resulted ln a shortage of food and · 

. 1 consumer goods, wbich in tulrn has brought on more contR"ols 'and the vicious 
! } eil"cle of an even greatezr shortage of ltetus available to the genera! public. The 
1:·~:· '[· reaction of tbe poop!e., the sources say, ~s a combination j}j b - . · ~nrt. . 
. aets oLsat)otagep an4 desperaUon flights to the U.nJtedd s~f ~{;r~! lb I lc 

HA V ·~~and Rolando De La Cruz c-astaneda Izqm er o, orm o e/ 
! J . . • ; · . Cuban Revolutionary Polic M airtel 10 · 
; f Defense --ommlttees Handle Rationing 26/ 6l re "Foreign Economic Matters- : 
i :, ~ Cuba") · 
I · · According to the fir$~ of tbe$e sourees, tbe Items which comprise the ~J 

\ basis of the Cuban daily diet are ~tb. sc~ce and rationed. Part of the difficulty it 
l in securing proper food in ~ubap th~ source 'eportedp is its scafcity. The R"est Ji 
1 is the lack of organization m its distrlbut!on!' Xn an attempt to combat thtl.food ~ . 

\
. shortages·p the Cuban Gavernment bas instituted a rationing system. 1;'he zratlon aj 
r----.... ards are issued to the publtc thEough the Committees of Defense of the Revolutto~ 

l \ enerally, there is .Qne sueh com~mttee .· each b!oc.kp and different eaz<ls ar~ · . . I 
, :· ~ ~ te used for different types of ite~s.- M airtell0/26/61, re "Foreign(,o~HER lb,lc 
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The poor org1Pllzation in the distribution of f()od-.... ca~slng sho!"tages 
1n som~ markets and surpluses in othersa.-•bas given rise to a situation popularly 
~c.mn in Cuba as V enta por l!!f:M~r.-e:-1 ; ::..'f~l@ means the sale of a product without 
gOvek'mnent~ ~9~\{ol~ or the ~lt m~ket~~v .@ne of the answers of the ~~tro 
~~gtme to -both llilf sl)ortages and the resulting bla~ market, the s~~Q~ said, ts 

;~~~---~th-e t!np,or~~?Jl .?f supplles ;tfmPD\. S~yt,.~~~OG ,natlonso The inferl~~/q'tta!ity of 
fahan many of the i9Jp!/rted items.;- :ilowever;ha~·iUegedly cause4 gR"ot1llng discont~nt 

l~o';i.,-.~... ong th~ ,p!ople of Cuba. ; · /)t.Yi .f#j1 ':/ 12 · ,.· ··.-\'> · •.• .:..., :\·. · 
oach .4 . .;1' , {,,, {.,.R ......, (7' .~.....:~ ';>'.) _,.,,... ·-:) • .t . ' 

·ns · \ :::r;~ · · ' \~'~ " . ' 
\ne---.... - · il . <:.c....6P · / ~· . NOT . . fU!C . ~· ~'· -.< . 
!:ll .. ..... 4r~7 aaw]P"' ,..-""' . n 'Y¥ ·~ ~ ''r ri:~2!('.(3) . . .. ,·· . ·. '. · ;~v .8~:~19 1 \UJ''b<v' 1 . 
~r \.._,~ ~-1 · · ·j,: ·· · ·: ;., ·~1 ~ · 
~·Room __ ..,. · l £C"'E~J~·· """'- · it • · · . : i"'::'II''S . ./ U · ..:~· -r;, · · 

. '·~ j .. ' V MAIL RO~Mp TELETYPE UNIT - .1\ ·.,; tf {/' -. .'") \ . , '· r: .. t ' .' 

!·:;_'· t:: i-" GV 9 19o l . '· \'· . ,.. , 
. ~ · :-.. ·.· :·:. .. - --· -·.- -··· 

NW 45751 Docid:32302450 Page 2 




