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· ·UNITED STATES ~OVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM. SECREl) 

TO: DIREC.TOR, FBI (105-86307) 

SUBJECT: 

.SAC, NEW YORK .(105-39681) 

Al\1ERICO c:-i'OSEPH SALEBE 
IS - R 
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~~~~M.': ~~ f !.J 51~~ •• . . . 

were the ohly· fsoviets~)had associated with. l.Vhen, shoWn 
the photograptroffr:I;!~Ym<.Jhowever, he stated that he~) 
recall-ed that DENftfS HARBER ha d in past men.t·ioned alvADIM l.s\ 
who was a student at the Berlitz School. Subject wks unast~ 
to state whether this rvADIM (LNU}j was identical w~th{ .5) 

( c;)fKIRILYUK'J and he ;I.nsiSted that he had never actually 'met 
\::'"this individual. He further advised that the only party 

he had ever. attended at LIBBY HOLr"lAN REYNOLD ' s apartment where 
l:s"\(Soviet·~were present, t>~as the affair following the art 
'(J exhi~tion (l"eferred to in the letterhead memorandum) and 

only~OVALE~~~s present·? ~) . 

· I~ ~nnection with his association \'lith Lil?BY 
HOLl\'IAN REYNOLDS , subject stated that he had at.te!'lded 
partie·s and other social . gatherings at her apartment on 
several occasions, but insisted that the above mentioned 
one was the only such affair w~ere~ovietSlwere present fs) 
However, he poj,.nted out that it ws.s entire"'1y .possi ble~th~t' 
M~s. REYNOLDS inv:tted(KOVALEV and/or othe~Sovi~t2t s) 
parties after the onelwhere she first met KOVALEV . A on S 
this line h~ volunteered· .the lnformat ion at 3.n arch, iS~, 
LIBBY HOLMAN REYNOLDS contacted him by telephone to . invite . . 
him to another art exhibition to be ·held in Greenwi ch 
Village . · She told him that she planne?· to invi terl(o'liLEV 11 S) 
and asked subject .where she .should send thel~ovi.etTs sJ -\.:: 
invitation. SALEBE told her .he only· ~e~KOVALEV's N15) 
address . S'-\bje_ct added that he had not a~ually attendea 
this art exhibi tion ·so he did .not know if~OVALEVJwas .preser..-: { s) . 
HQytever·, he ·pointed out that h~ . cid c.ttc,nq:_a party at Mrs. 
RE~OLDS apartment Jfllowing the ar~ /· exhibit.ion, and(!OVAL~v](0 
was not pre_sent .~~ · 

. · During both ~he 7/21/60 1 and 8/11/60 1 interv-ietils ; 
· followi_I}$ !;lis h?-. v-ing. giveri · a ~~s~e of his __ aspoci ation. wi·th ( s' ( KOVALEV ~ subj ec~ stated on both occ.:sjons thay l'i'isr ~a$t 

\..:?&...eontact with thisrsoviet1hC~-d been in March .. 19591 at the (S) 
party at LIEBY HOt"MAN ~NOLDS ' ·apartment . Inasmuch as ~h 

\\ ', 

ANNET.TE' EPSTE!N and also forme.r. :PSI oTHER 4 

had _.reported that SALEBR w,as present at ... a .P~rty given o.n _, I 
4/16/60 1 , by I l and advised tha.t~VALEy].was also p·resent.G'o~~ER 1B,lC,4 

it was· decided during. the .8/li/601 i · _rvie~-~~---~~so~ve ::this~ I 
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NY.l05-39681 . 

. . r:. _j 5) 
matter. As a . result, and because of~OVALEV'~epartur.e 
from the U:S and tl1c; subseau~nt closing of ti!e 134 cases 
on beth EPS·r'.Jii'J 3.~d l I, subject was asl.c~d if he had 
not att ended . a party in April, 1960, at \'lhichffi..OVAIE/'1- 5) 
.was present. SAT...~EBE irmnediately acl\n~Nlecg~d that he~ 
had attended such a party at the restdence 0f L.l ___ .....~ 
and stated that he had forgotten about it. · At this 
polnt he also stated thLt he had C.or.e nothine; wrong, ·had 
nothing to hide, and had no reason :.-.ct to tell the FBI 
about the April , 1960~ party e,xcept that he simp1~l forgot 
it . He further stated that he.was very secu:r.ity conscious 
because of his j.ob with Lockheed and had he t;hcught that 

f .l;\~QVAL~was .up to anything st-:.spicious he wou:O.d have 
~) cor~tac ced the FBI imr_nediately ~ ~fO . 

vlith r~spect to his contacting the FBI., subject 
stated that he would iJJ1mediatel.y notify the N"f.O should 
he be re-:-con<.ac.ted by(.liOVALEVlor a~y o·;;herrsoviets'l ISJ 
rcgarj.J_ess 0f what the purpo~ of such contacts might--: be. . 
However, he ezpresned ~he belief that[kOV.ALEVJwoul4-t1ot fs)~- ~'I 
conta~t him, explaininrr that ~ had met this Cicviet_t;hro~g 5; 
DENNIS HARBER and thatfKOVALE.YJhad sho{i(~thing more tha.rf'<i 
ju;;;t a casual social i~erest in him. ~~ · · \::::J 

In viev¥ of subject's coope:L .... at~_ve attitude · a!.!d 

~ 
~\ willingness to fu.:r.nish the. detalls of his association ·with 

'OJ 40VALEVJ it is felt that he does not constitute a risk to 
he security of the country. Also, because of :the fact 

(:>) that(kOVALEVlhas depar~d the US and in rwt expected to 
return and Thasmuch as rHSHUKOVl has malce no. effort to .!5) 
develop subject, it is elt th~ SALEBE has little if any · 
potent:!.al as( a double agent o~ informant. · Therefor·e, this ( ~ 
case is bein~placed in a closed status. Should any 
information ·be rece~ed tndicating fu.J:>ther: association · ( 
.between subject and Ss>viets:l t~s case will ba re-opened'-$) 

. and handled in co!'Ilp ance wi:th~ectio:n 105K of fl1anual of 
~nstructions]'(,~ ~ . · .. 

. · . · ·. . The confidential informant used to document 
( S)rKoVALEV' s. past intelligence- a~ti vitieEiJi:; enclosed letterhead 
\_: ~emorandum w~.s ~hysical Observation Post~ which were(~ 

mC'.intained in v cinity of Springfield, Mass., in Jul~; 1959,-
and Aug.~ 1959. The confidential informant u~~d to document~ 

. '0~ .. ;:,. ... ,., ~ 

OTHER 4 

1 
OTHER 4 

1 
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rMrsrruKO 1n encloeed letterhead memorandum was former 0 (f.~ 
LfiY8§20 ~r ~ 

Ona copy of th•,; enclosed J.ette -:head rnemorandura 
is being dissemir..atetl. locally to CSI . By letter dated 
7/28/60, the District Comr.1ander, Second District, OS.T, 
111 E. 16th St., :NYC, raquested the ~'YO to furnish hi s office 
with the results of any interview of subject that might 
be conducted. Fo:r. the information of the Burcs.u, a copy 
of the report of SA RICHARD W. HILL dated 6/15/Eo, at NY, 
was previously diseeminate u locally to OSI. This :r.eport 
containad the results of the inv~stigatioil to that da te 
re oubject . · 

Extra copies cf the en~losed letterhead memorand~. 
are bei:lg furn.i 3hed to the Bu:r.ea'.l because of the !'lumber of 
files to which it will be disserllinated at the Seat of 
Goverr~?Uent . 

The ~nclosed. letterl:lead memol"'an<"'tum has been 
classified CoLfid.~ntial as it reflects inve.stigati'!:ti 
coverage ofla contact of a Soviet national~disclosura cfi:SJ 
which could'-be harmful to the nati~nal ~nterest ·lJ.?Q C 

- ~· - 'SECRET 
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In Reply. Ple<Ue Refer to 
File No. 

New York, New York 

Augu·s t 23', 1960 

Re: 

. :CQN~T\A~ - /0-~1-97 · 
CLASSIFIED BY ,l){piJ (5LD }lfSI'l// · 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X I r~ 

Arnerico Joseph· Sale be ( J,:l(") · 
Internal Securi cy - R \.': Y 

On July 21, 1960, and August 11, 1960, capti.oned 
individual, who resides at 454 West 22nd Street, New York 
City , and is employed as an Aviation Electrician at Lockheed 
Aircraft Service International, .Incorporated, New York 
International Airport, Jamaica, Queens, New York, furnished 
the following information concerning his past association 
with~viet nat ionals employed at the United Nations2J~{§) 

Shortly -after immigrating to ~he United States from 
Colombia, Central A.merica in 1956, Salebe met, and became a 
roommate of Dennis L. Harber, ·an English Instructor at the 
Berlitz School of Languages, Rockefeller Center, New York 

. City. Harber had as students .at the Berlitz ~hool a~umber 
of foreign nationa+s, among whom were several SovietsPLS) . 
Harber often talked to Salebe about the fact at he haa 

~1f"RussianSf as · students and explained thC!-t the:t we~ _in effect, 
~~nternational civil servants as they worked for the U~ted 
Nation~organization rather than being members th~oviet(s) 

· U~ion 1 s Delegation to the United Nations~ Salebe met onl~5~ 
two of these(:oviets~and under the followin~c!rcumstances: 

. s .(s\ . . 
The~irstfsd e~~ met was introduced to him as 

(~J rteonid Kovale'l by Hb:rber. Sal·ebe met this individual in the Nt\ 
~~pring of 195, when h~ accompanied Dennis Harber to the . ~ 

Berlitz · School.~ . . 

~. ' · He ne~~awrKovale~metime during the Summer of 1958, 
when, he .attended a .pan-y _on QJe:t 79th Street, Ne\'; York City, · 

. whic~ was given by Miss Annette Epstein, another Instructor 
· at the Berlitz School.~l'J · 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions ··or the Federal Bureau of Investigation·. It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to your agency; .it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency • 

C 0 N F I D~ T I A L 
ENCLOSU'~ 

1 a ~- ~?.)-j )'"~ ·· 

ALJ, lN~~~~::UNC; 
H~~:..;u-:ts Ui~CLASSI.i''IED 
l::XCEr't WlfE;;{g SHOWN 
Ol'HERWISE 

SECRET' 
r-----~--. - ~ :· :· ·: ... ~ .. --
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Americo Joseph Salebe 

Also. present · at thi[darty was another j§'vieJf6) 
national who was introduced b:;. Kovalev as "George andOj 
further identified as a fello• orlcer (at; the . United Nations 
Secretariat~ During the course of the~vening~ Salebe ~ 
converse~on several occaSions with both~valev and 
"George." These conversations .were pure social in lS) 
ature ; owever~ at one point he conversed in Spanish with 
George~ 'l'J who told him that hen the Soviet )l had learned! S) 
panish wbile serving in Spain~ 1934 and70r 'l935. ' 
Georgej did' not explain what work he was doing in Spain~~) . · 

Follow·ing the party given by Annette Epstein~ 
Salebe saw(Soviet Leonid KovaleY)on a number of occasionsfs) 
either at ~e Berlitz School o~ when the(Sovieflcame tot,s\"­
his and Harber's apartment for\,..~~glish

1
~1;-s-sons ·[_~ ~ :J 

. His next contact wit1~ovalev ccurred in the 
Spri ng of ~959 • . Sometime in March, 19 , Mrs . Libby 
Holman Reynolds invited Salebe to .an art exhipition to be 
he.ld at a gallery on Madison Avenue. Salebe explained that 
Mrs. Reynolds v1as a weal thy woman he had met some five years 
previously wheh he operated a Hi Fidelity Repai r Shop. She 
was referred to him by another customer and had utilized his 
services both in conn~ction with Hi-Fi systems ~n .her New 
York City apartment and her home in Connecticut. As a result 
of doing work for Mrs. Reynolds.~ she had in vi ted ' h~i to · 
several cocktail part:l.es and other such affairs{] 

. . . ' 
In. addition to inviting him to the art exhibition, 

Mrs. ·Reynolds told Sale be that she~as planning a ~- ur of . 
the Far East and wanteQ. to include the Soviet Union ~- th:i.s I/~) 
tour. She asked if Salebe or Denn s . Harber knew a y Soviets~ 
who might be able to give her some ideas~~ to t he t~ e of 

. e~te~tainment which would be . accepted in \!_he uss!] ( (S) 

. . ~s a re~~{t . of Mrs. Rey~lds request, Saleb~sl 
cont act ed Kov~·le~ tgephone at the United Nations~'ite ~ 
e~pJained o the Soviet what Mrs. Reynolds wanted and i~vite 5) 
him ~to . the ar_. _exhibit n. ~ovale_jstated he vmuld be gl~ (SJ 

. ,-- ~\~· ~'~- -. ,.. ' o~r\ . . .... ...e :; . 

: ~·~.· 

- 2 -
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America Joseph Salebe 

to t alk to Mrs. Reynolds and they agreed to meet at the ar t 
gallery . ~ 'fJQ _ _ ~ . 

. Followir.g the exhibit i on., Salebe andffi.ovalev 1 S) 
attended .a party given by Libby Holman Reynolds at he~4New 
York City apar tment.. During t hi s awair, ~s. Reynolds 
tal ked about her propcsed tour ~ith Kovalev in Salebe •s{S) 
presence. ~~vale~told Mrs . Reynol s that e did not t~~k ~ 
that the t ype of c~~ert she was planning would be very well 
r ecei ved(in the PSS!Jand also stated that he did not bel i ev)e [ >J 
~he coul~rrange f~ under th~qfficial exchant:f programl/~ 
bet ween the United St ates and~e Soviet Union. Howeve~CS:) 
he told he r that if she still \-ranted to t ·ry an arrange it 
she shoul~ contact ~he Intourist organizationilt~l · 

Salebe's l ast contact with~ovale~~urred in 
April, 1960;. When he attended a par ty held~ the residence OTHER 4 

of& _ lon Claremont Avenue near 9olumbia University, I 
Ne York Ci y . Salebe identified Foreman as a former · 1 
I nst ruct or at the Berlitz School of _Languages who curr entl y I' 

teaches Japanese at Columbia.. He fl..i:rther explained that he 
had met 1 . f at the par ty given by An~ette Epstein du~ing ! 
the Summer of' 958, and did not know l:Um \tell, adding that · I 
it was Annette Epaein who invited him to the Apri l, 1960, party.AfJ(«') 1 

. . . . I ~1"':' OTHER 4 
Salebe advised that he arrived at thd _ 1 

part y at approximately 10 .:00 p.m . and knew few of~he PeOPl_e 1 

prese~t. However,r.~ovalevlshowed up at the affai · ! 
approximately one fi5ut l aftr, and they visited toge er I 
socia~ly. on sev~ral occasions .- ~~ovalewleft the part~ alon~~) 
at 12 :30 p.m. Salebe remained · the ~fair unt il it ended 
at -approximately 4:00 a.m . and spent· most of t he . time dancing 
wi~h a girl i~troduc~d to him QY Annette Ep~tein .~~ 

. . · Follo\..ring t he a 'Qove res'll!"lle of his contacts with 

t~
~:valev:;l Salebe advised t hat all of his corit acts with this 

oviet1 fi'adr5en p~ely .social in nature and "above board'~ ~e 
~ a ded -that Kovalev had at D.O time (iSk~d him about his job s) 

at ·the New· o'rk In ernati onal Airport and in fact had mad ~ 
no . ~nusual 'request~. Salebe stated t hat he considers himself~ 

- 3 -
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'<-~ .. , . ~· ~;- . 
~-r i, ' ' ·~·~·· ,,_ . ' ; . ~ . 

~ECRE~· .. · '. ... . ·"'" ·'11J " ·:.~\ ... , J 
~~~------------------------~--~~==========-=--------~~~~~ ---·· ----------~· 

( NW 4;~0~ Docid: 3230297 3 P a ge 8' 



t 

.. 
' ' I • .. 

Oc . c\ . ) 
I A L. '"' 

SECRETJ 

An'lerico Joseph Salebe 

a loyal American., even though he is a naturalized citizen _ _­
and would have discontinued his . ~s~ociation with /Kovalev ~ 
limite.? as it \'las., if[;];_e Sovie~had acted suspihOus in(~\ 
any way. Ji~ . 

5 
. \:1 . 

Concerning fi'ae~ge,J:~alebe advised that he had 
only met and talked vh-th this SovieDon the one occasion, thefs\ 
party given by Annette E stein during the~unm1er· of 1958. 'J 

. However, he stated that from remar~~ that Kovale!}had made,(:;) 
he got t_he impress~on that ~eorge'~was a so present at($\ . 

~
he Marc}). 1959, art exhibiv~on, although i.f so, he, ~:.J 

(S}1 ~eorge ~.!j did not attend the party held after\tlards at Libby 
(!__ olman . Reynolds 1 apartment.~ . 

During the~urse of the abo,¥e intervie~IJ'S, Sale be J 
positively identifie a p!)ptograph of [§9viet national Leoni!CS 
Afarn.s:levich KovaleVl as he LLeoni9. Kovalei]he had met ttJ.rough ~) 
De~is Harqer. H~further positively identified~ .phP-togr~Jl 
of ~viet natio~~ Yur~~-Alek~eevich MishukoVJ as~he @_ovie~ SJ 
known to him· asL_George_j·~) :.:; · ._ 

· . Pr~~to his departure from the United St~es on ~ 
une 1, 1~0, Leo~d Af~~ Kovalev was employe~as a S~ 

( ~ Translator in e Russian Section, Language and Meetings · -
t?J ervice, ffice o Conference Services, United Nations 

currently mployed i n the same ·capacity at- the United Nations 
Secre~a~iat. tjs) :·:· . .. . 

According to a _confidential source, who has furni shed 
reliable informa~i~n.iri ~he past,~valev ~as engaged in 
intelligence act~vlt~e~~n the pas~~) 

· Also, according _to another confidential s~rce 
. who has furnished reliable information in the pa~~~~ishukov 
·has engaged in intelligence a9tivitie~in the_ pas~~~-) 

.· v . 

I 
.! 

j 
1 

! 
j 
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