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:?i_ REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE P}R'ICO:%ZI;E REPORT MADE BY -
$f Y ORK - e " b § 25 JOSEFH V. WATERS
yg NEW YCRK 2/9/48 _ 2(’5..29 /f;e '
- TITLE ’ CHARACTER OF CASE
g o '
a0 JOHN PITTMAN INTERNAL SECURITY = C
‘i:ié&‘
| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: JOHN PITTMAN is presently employed by '
oy the DAILY WORKER et NYC as a writer and
,ig "he resides at 370 Maphattan Ave., NYC.
e PITTMAN hes written e, series of articles
J} on his 1946~47 European tour. These
1 articles appeared in the DAILY WORKER and gl \
~PEOPLES VOICE in the first part of 1947. ™, 2
In April and May, 1947 PITTMAN made a s
i spesking tour of Indiana and Chicago on o
behalf of the Educatlona.l-()rganizatlonal @=
Depte of the CPUSA. e
X W
Lazcmsszemn BYS bb " =)
- | = RUC = ON o it (o/?7 /4
/ REFE'RENCE: ’ Report of SA Cecil James Fleming, San Fra.nclsco, %
_ 11/17/47
DETAILS:
' In a report dated July 11, 1946Xconf1dential
InformanthD-ISZ’: advised that JOHN PITTMAN was going overseas shortly as
a correspondent for the DAILY WORKER, and on September 13, 1946 he advised
thet PITTMAN was going to travel to Africe via Moscow. In gfurther report
: dated November 14, 1946, this informaut advised thet PITTMAN was then in
| — Paris, France and had requested money of the DAILY WORKER in order to go
F‘ 3 ‘o Rouma.ma. to report on the elections in that country.
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disorimination against Jews and other minorities in those countriess »Th? |
general tenor of his articles was to the effect that these "new democracies
hed been quite successful in eliminating that evil.

In his article in the PECPLES VQICE of June 21, 1947 on Page 17,
PITTMAN relates his interview with VASILEALUCA, a Roumanian leader. Ac?ord-
ing to LUCA, American military and press representatives in Roumania tried
to oreate hostility betwsen Roumanians and Hungarians in order that
Transilvania would not be kept by Roumania, PITTMAN reported that LUCA
said there was a tendency of nationalities to form alliances among them-
selves and suggested that idea as a possible solution for mino;ities in
the United States.

Confidential Informsnt ND=183 in a report dated April 24, 1947
advised that JCHN PITTMAN from the Pacific Coast had returned from Europe
with his wife, the former PAUL F(X, and according to this informant PITTMAN
was to replace ROBERT MINOR on a mid-west speaking tour and following this
would return to the Pacific Coast. _ ’ . . -

Confidential Informant T=1l on November 10, 1947 supplied SA Everett
K. Deans with a signed copy of JOHN PITTMAN'S report to the Educational-

ing tour in Indiena and Chicago mede by him between April 27th and May 7,
1947. He reported on his attendance at Communist meetings in Indianapolis,

Evensville, Fort Weyne, South Bend, Gary, and Chicego, giving a few details
on each meeting. ‘ :

In a paragraph entitled "OVERALL OBSERVATIONS'" he said that
his impression was that the Comrades in Indiana ars still hampered by
left sectarianism and that they lack bold approach to any .persons but the

working olass and failed to attempt to popularize the Communist Party
liDQo

=+ Regarding Chicago he said that he had heard from Negro comrades
there that white chauvinism is rampant there and that Negro organizationa
are left to shift for themselves, He concluded his report with an expression
of gratitude to the Ed=Org Commission for the opportunity to meet Party and
non~Party people in that eenter of industrial America and he desoribed it
as a re~orienting experience necessary to get him back quickly into the
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sense of things. PITTMAN's financial account, which was part of this
report, reflected that he spent a total of $110 on the tour in add1tion
to the prlce of an airplene ticket to Indianapolis.

On July 18, 1947 Confidential Informant T=l furnished SA Herbert
P. Larson with a memorandum dated July 15, 1947 submitted by JOHN PITTMAN
and HOWARD BOLDT to the Editorial Board of the DATLY WORKER. This memo-
randum outlined their proposals to increase the circulation of the SUNDAY
WORKER. They suggested mass subscription drives in trade unions plus mass
organizations, and other groups, and a program in which Communist Party
leaders would implement this drive with the DAILY WORKER printing stories
of their efforts. There was also suggested a number of journalistiec
improvements, such as an increase in features and humen interest stories
eand improvement of the "Fun Page" of the SUNDAY WORKER.
On.July 18, 1947 Tel furnished SE J. O'Shaughnessy with a pay _
envelope oﬁf@REEDOM OF THE PRESS,..INC..which publishes the DAILY WORKER.
This envelope was made out to PATTERSON, presumably the subject, indicating %
a weekly salary of $70 with a net payment to him of $59,10. From information k
previously furnished by this informant it mey be assumed that this was the
weekly salary of JOHN PITTMAN.
TTTTTY————— L
~Coufldentiel -Informant ND#183 on August 7, 1947 reported that
JQHN PITTMAN was then working for ths DAILY-WORKER with BOWARD

On November 2, 1947 ND~183 advised that JOHN PITTMAN was residing
at 370 Manhattan Avenue, New York City, apartment 5G, telephone Monument 2=~
8643, and that PAULA PITTMAN was r651d1ng at 66 West 69th Street, New York
City, telephone Trafalgar 7-1700.

According to the Telephone Directory Monument 2-8643 is listed
for S.0.; RUTHERFORD who, according to the election records, is more fully
identified as SEPTIMUS}§UTHERFORD ‘

_ SEPTIMUS RUTHERFORD wes mentioned in copies of the PILOT dated
March 21, 1946 and December 3, 1946 which described him as a candidate
for the general elections being held by the National Maritime Union in that
“ year. According té}gonf1dent;glm1nformant ND=399 RUTHERFORD ran for Field
\\\\xPatrolman and was defeated.,  ND=399 has stated that RUTHERFORD was s member
of the Communist Party until about 1942, when he dropped out. -
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The DAILY WORKER of January 4, 1948, page 11, Sectionl, features R
a review of the Book "Russia's Europe" by HAL{TEHRMAN. This review, ey
written by JOHN PITTMAN, denounces LEHRWAN's book as "more grist for the
warmongers' mill" and PITTMAN declares that LEHRMAN'S book is filled with
misstetements, PITTMAN ends his review with the statement of regret that
"a LEHRMAN rether than a HENRY WALLAGE, is typical of what has come to be
known as en American Libersal". ‘

Confidential Informant ND-183 advised that on Jamuary 26, 1948
JOHN PITTMAN dispatched a telegrem to CLAIREAGRAHAM apertment 63, 244
Kearney Street, San Francisco, Californies, reading as follows:

"YOUR DECISION WISE. YOU WILL PULL THROUGH EVEN IF NEXT
SHORT PERIOD ‘I8 TOUGH. WRITING SPECIAL DELIVERY TONIGHT.

TAKE IT EASY TIL GET OKAY FROM ME. |
/8/" JOHN "

_ Inasmuch as the nature and extent of JOHEN PITTMAN's sctivities
in connection with the Communist Party have been determined, and his
employment and residence address established no further investigation

is being conducted at this time.

« REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE CFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

Confldentlal Informant T-1 mentioned in the report of SA Joseph
V. Waters dated February 9, 1948 at New York, N.Y. is:

I=-1 é'g:fidential Informant ND-42 ‘is being designated by
& temporary symbol to further protect his identity.
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TITLE j‘! i = o CHARACTER OF CASE
JOHE PIETHAN . | I6TRRIAL EBOURITY - ¢

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: b : ,

. JGUR PITTHAN ls presontly employed by
the BAILY WOREER at UYQ as & writer and
ho reaides at 870 Uanhattan Ave., BVC,
PITEMAE has wriltton o serios of articles
on his 184€-47 Burcpoen Sour. These
artisles sppsaved dm the DAILY GORLSR and
FEOPLES VOICB 4n the firet port of 1047.

- In Apgril end Moy, 1947 PITTIAY made a

©  Bpesking tour of Indlens snd Ohicege o
. behalf of ¢he Bducstional-rgenisetional
Dept. of the ¢PUBA, .

- ROG - |
REFERANCR:  Beport of A Cooll Jamss Meming, Sean Frsuoisce, "'

11/17/47

_ ' ; ~ In a ropert dated July 31, 1946 Confidontisl
Informant 5D-168 adviedd that JOHN PITPMAY woe going overssas shortly as
& correspendent for the DAILY WUBKER, snd on Septenbar 38, 1946 he edviged
that PITTHAR was godng to travel to Africe via Hoseow. In efurthor roport
dated Hovember 14, 1848, this informant advisod thet FITTHAR waz then in
Paris, Fronce and had roguested momey of the DATLY WORENE in order to ge
%o Houmanis 0 repert on the sleotions in that country.

ALL INFORVATION CORTAINED
HEREIS UCASSTER. . s
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| |
r“’; _ © COPIES OF THIS REPORT A °
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
POSTPONEMENT INFORMATION SHEET (JFK MATERIALS)

1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file.
One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion (these deletions).

[] Deletions were made pursuant to the postponement

- rationale indicated below with no segregable material
available for disclosure. All references relate to
Section 6 of the "President John F. Kennedy Assassination
Records Collection Act of 1992."

[1 Subsection 1A (intelligence agent's identity) e
[] Subsection 1B (intelligence source or method)
§] Subsection 1C (other matter relating to military

defense, intelligence operations or
the conduct of foreign relations)

[] Subsection 2 (living person who provided '
confidential information) Y ..

[] Subsection 3 (unwarrahted invasion of privacy)

D‘ Subsection 4 (cooperating individual or foreign
government, currently requiring
protection)

[] Subsection 5 (security or protective procedure,

currently or expected to be utilized)

[] Information pertained to a matter unrelated to the JFK
Assassination investigation. '

[] For your information:

bt~,The following number is to be used for reference
regarding this page (these pages):

\00 . 300k~ 4/ 97

9.0.9.0.0:0.0.0.0 ¢ ) 9.0.9:0.6.0.0.9.9.¢
XXX XXXXX ' XXX XK
XXXXXKXXXX 1D 0:9.0.0.9.9.9.9.9.4
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3 - on dude 11,1947, JBohn fi.%’»man, corregpondent of the “*"m}al@ w
* P World®, geve & reg@ort at a special {-snmaunist B arty m@eting; irx z‘mmifam
A on h;Ls ‘t;zri;g 'i:o xam PR . _ . ,
fg"é: - J‘ohn u.ttman, a %g;r% HWES. bwn at Atlanta, ,;eergﬁ.ag on wemmmr | j
&7 1‘7‘, lgﬁsa . Frior to going to Buvope, John Pittman served as Executive ?di‘%or : L
’§ gﬁj af th@ R;%cple«'s Horldh, Wost Lnast Communist dominated rwspaper. . 74 f
Y . \p ‘.
A . Jokin Pittman 40ld the Conmunist Party fnnct:lonaries in San Prancisco \/5; ket
i:hat ho hed visited in England, France, Paland, Rwmania, btﬂ.garm, Czechos \j
.Sle}ﬁ&. ang Hungery on hia mam trig» ‘bo uurope. o ) A
| Pittmen indicated thab he was gaing ta write a book &m}, wgarﬁl@aa V? ,'
-of whether or ot the Look brings & profil from the sale, it would be worth o
pubting out. He stuted that the gmm interast of progredsive Americens in ¢ )

the coming months would tend more and more to creste a market for this book
and the receipts Trom same may be sufficlent to cancel tho debis hrwght about

by his %z'ipa \

%‘ittman advised thal wmle in Engl:m& he was eble Yo talk to Harxy,
é{_\x’gy,‘g_j, Bo | E‘as .mat:in of the MePo Fitman stated that m
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frapfe Pivtmen was sble to s'ev JacguedAhuslop and Wanrig
L‘ﬁm&}ﬁgﬂ and other. i“arty members engaged in ofher a@mv:i.tiea.
v In szhuslwalﬁ.a Pittman aam he saw the head of 1 e Party uhemg
melyglSlonsky (ph). He said thst he would have seen Ylemen Govtwald s
mmept tha® R wes A1l at the time and had gone away f f@“‘ﬁ%}?‘ G &
vacation., Pittman sald that he talked to the people of: imm_ ”g;xgvla“ {vh)
and m“,ner comrades in the Inxamazien Ministry am? @frax‘ pi.acea. !\9

Tr Poland Flttman stated that he was able to talk to J&xmw‘"if@mn

and other trade union leaders whe were in the Party, %ﬁ%ﬁ&gm ’i‘”%*mexﬁ,
to the sresident of ‘the Ropvblic whe is a “nan—%‘ar% officially,® ..}
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