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JOSEPH V. WATERS 

/ TITLE 

~~ \ 
JOHN' PITTMAN 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

CHARACTER 01> CASE 

INTERNAL SECURTIY - C 

JOHN PITTMAN is presently employed by 
the DAILY WORKER, at NYC as a writer and 

' he resides at 370 Manhattan Ave.» NYC. 
PITTMAN has written a,series of articles 
on his 1946~47 European touro These 
articles appeared in the DAILY WORKER and ·· <~-:~ ;;.,;;--

~:PEOPLES VOICE in the first part 'of 1947. 
In April and May» 1947 PITTMAN made a ~ f?~ 
speaking tour of Indiana and Chicago on o · 

REFERENCE: . 

behalf of the Educational-Organizational ~ i::',; 
f'J~ Dept. of the CPUSA. · ... ~ 

Jf! _ ~ ~~CLAsSiFIED BY~IP~'IPJl,.r~::!.- ~~~ 
RUC . :ON . ., I ID 

~-

Report of SA Cecil James Fleming. San Francisco, 
11/17/47 

DE:TAILS: In a report dated July 11, 194sig:Cl_~M~Il."t!~at__. ___ 
l_n£o_r..m...®t-.1TD~l.a3 advised that JOHN PITTMAN was going overseas shortly as 
a correspondent for the DAILY WORKER~ and on September 13• 1946 he - advised 
that PITTMAN was going to trayel to Africa via Moscow. In ~urther report 
dated November 14, 1946, this · informant advised that PITTMAN was then in 
Paris. France and had requested -money of the DAILY WORKER in order to go 
to Roumania to report on the elections in that country. 
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discrimination against Jews and other minorities in those countries. ·The 
general tenor of . his articles was. to ~he effect ~hat these "new democracies 

11 

had been quite successful in e~im1nat~ng that ev1l. 

· In h1s .article in the PEOPLES ~@CE of June 21., 1947 on Page 17, 
PITTMAN relates his interview with .JA.1U-!¥~U9~.•- a Ro~ian leader. Ac?ord
ing toLUCA, American ffiilitary and .press represen~at1ves in Roumania tr1ed . 
to create hostility be~ween Rotimanians and Hungaruns in order that _ 
Transi1vania would not be kept by Roumaniao PITTMAN reported t~t LUCA 
said there was a tendency of nationalities to form alliances among them
selves and suggested that ide~ as a possible solution for minorities in 
~he United - States~ · 

Confidential Informant ND"'l83 in a report dated April 24, 1947 
advised that JOHN PITTMAN from the Pac:!fic Coast had returned from Europe 
with his wife, the former PAUL FOX:, and according to this informant PITTMAN 
was to replace ROBERT MIN0R on a mid•west speaking tour and following this 
would return to the Pacific Coasto 

Confidential Informant T•l on November 10, 1947 supplied SA Everett 
Ko Deane with a .signed copy of JOHN PITTMAN'S report to the Educational
or-ganiz-a-tionai-uepar~meiit-- or the Con'lilltil:li-St Pa:rty-u;s-;Ko regarding his speak-
ing tour in Indiana and Chicago made by him between April 27th and May 7 1 

1947o He reported on his attendance at Communist meetings in Indianapolis, 
Evansville, Fort Wayne, South Bend, Gary, and Chicago, giving a few details 
on each meeting~ · 

In a paragraph entitled "OVERALL OBSERVATIOUS 11 he said that 
his impr-ession was that the Comrades in Indiana ara still hampered by 
left sectarianism and that they lack bold approach to any.persons but the 
working class and failed to attempt to popularize the Communist Party 
lineo 

,_.. Regarding Chicago he said that he had heard from Negro comrades 
there that white chauvinism is rampant there and that Negro organi.zationQ 
are left to shift for themselvesq He concluded his report with an expression 
of gratitude to the Ed•Org Commission for the opp_orturiity to meet Party and 
non-Party people in that center of industrial America and he described it 
as a re•orient1ng experience necessary to get him back quickly i~to the 

- \j ; _·; ·, -~ 

Docid:32303618 Page 3 



r Rel.eased Wlder ·the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 ( 44 USC 2Ul7~Noie)---:
DATE: 11-14-201T 

NY 100•88368 

sense of things. __ PITTMAN's financial account~> which was part of this 
report, reflected that he spent a total of $110 on the tour in addition 
to the price of an airplane ticket to India.napoliso 

On July 18, 1947 Confidential Informant T•l furnished SA Herbert 
p. Larson with a memorandum dated July 15, 1947 submitted by JOHN PITTMAN 
and HONARD BOLDT to the Editorial Board of the DAILY WORKER. This memo
randum outlined their proposals to increase the circulation of the SUNDAY 
WORKER. They suggested mass subscription drives in trade unions plus mass 
organizations, and other groups, and a program in which Communist Party 
leaders would implement this drive with the DAILY WORKER printing stories 
of their effortso There was also suggested a number of journalistis 
improvements, such as an increase in features and human interest stories 
and improvemBnt of the 11Fun Page" of the _§_1!}{!?AY WO~R. 

· On"J1lly 18, 1947 T ... l furnished SE J. O'Shaughnessy with a pey- _ · 
envelope or1f_M~p_QtLO~ .. I@ .. :eBEsS, __ IN.C,o ... :which publishes the DAILY WORKER. 
This envelope was made out to PATTERSON, presumably the subject8 indicating 
a weekly salary of $70 with a net payment to him of $59ol0. From information 
previously furnished by this informant it may be assumed that this was the 
weekly salar.y of JOHN PITTMAN • 

. -- - -- --Colifi'denti:a-1 -Inf'.orma~t _ND•l83 on August 7, 1 __ 947 repor~ed that · 
_ JOHN PITTMAN was then worki:ng for trur-DAILY-W0RKER wi:th_ _BOWAIID~DT. 

,; :_,:::_~:-;r~'.":.:.:::~.:~ ··· 

On November 2, 1947 ND-183 advised that JOHN PITTMAN was residing 
at 370 .Manhattan Avenue, New York City, apartment 5G, telephone Monument 2-
8643, and that PAULA PITTMAN was residing at 66 West 69th Street, New York 
City, telephone Trafalgar 7~1700o 

JrAccording to the Telephone Dire-ctory Monument 2 ... 8643 is listed 
for s.o~fRUTBERFORD wh9~ according to the election records, is more fully 
identified as SEPr~MUS~R._UTHERFORD. · 

SEPTIMUS RUTHERFORD was mentioned in oopies of the PILar dated 
. March 21, 1946 and DeoeroPer 3, 1946 which described him as a candidate 

for the general elections being held by the National Maritime Union in that 
- year. According to~_onfidenu~J_J:g,f'Qx:~$ ._ND~3~9 RUTHERFORD ran for Field 
~ Patrolman and was defeated. ND-399 has stated that RUTHERFORD was a member 

of the Communist Party until about 1942, when he dropped outo 

- 7 -
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The DAILY WORKER of January 4, 1948,1 page 11, Seotio~, features . 
a review of the Book "Russia's Europe" by H.ALfr;EHRMAN. This review, 
written by JOHN PITTMAN, denounces LEHR.V..A.N's book as "more grist for the· 
warmongers' mill" and PITT!Jf.AN declares that LEHIDF.AN'S book is filled with 
misstatementso PITTMAN ends his review with the statement of regret that 

"a LEHRMAN rather than a HENRY WALLACE, is typical of what has come to be 
known as an ~rican Liberal". 

Confidential Informant ND-183 advised that on January 26, 1948 
JOHN PITTMAN dispatched a telegrem to CLAI~C:RAHA.M, apartn1ent 63, 244 
Kearney Street, San Francisco, California, reading as fol1oww: 

"YOUR DECISION WISE. YOU WILL PULL THROUGH EVEN IF NEXT 

SHORr ,PERIOD IS TOUGH. w;RITHIG SPECIAL ·DELIVERY TONIGHT. 

TAKE IT EASY TIL GET OKAY FROM ME. 
/s/ JOHN II 

Inasmuch as the nature and extent of JOHN PITTMAN's activities 
in connection with the Communist Party have been determined, and his 
employment and residence address established, no further investigation 
is being conducted at this time. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

... 9 ... 
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CONFI DEI'l'T IAL INFORMANTS 

Confidential Informant T-1 mentioned in the report of SA Joseph 
V. Waters dated February 9, 1948 at New York, N.Y. is: 

r&/' -l~.'fu 
T-1 t:.iQW-'J4.Em~tal. Informant NQ~~-~-~!s being designated by 

a temporary symbol to further protect his identity. 
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POSTPONEIIEHT IHFORMATIOM SllKET (Jn MATERIALS) 

--~~r---Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the fil~. 
One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion (these deletions) . 

[] 

[] 

Deletions were made pursuant to the postponement 
rationale indicated below with no segregable material 
available for disclosure. All references relate to 
Section 6 of the "President John F. Kennedy Assassination 
Records Collection Act of 1992." 

[] Subsection lA 

[] Subsection lB 

~ Subsection lC 

[] Subsection 2 

[] Subsection 3 

~ Subsection 4 

[] Subsection 5 

(intelligence agent's identity) 

(intelligence source or method) 

(other matter relating to military 
defense, intelligence operations 
the ·conduct of foreign relations) 

(living p~rson who provided 
confidential information) 

(unwarranted invasion of privacy) 

(cooperating individual or foreign 
government, currently requiring 
protection) 

or 

(security or protective procedure, 
currently or expected to be utilized) 

Information pertained to a matter unrelated to the JFK 
Assassination investigation. 

' ; 
,. 

[] For your information: ______________________________________ ___ 

The following number is to be used for reference 
regarding this page (these pages) : 

\oo ,. 3ooJo I· '11 p7 
xxxxxxx:xxx 
:xx:xxxxxxxx 
:xx:xxxxxxxx 
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