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At :3:10 p.m. on l'lfarch 4, 1960, 
·a: French munition:; $hip blew up 
in Havana harbor, killing at least 

. 75 people and lnjuring more than 
~ 200. ' '' . 

·The vessel, Le Couvre, exploded dur-~ 
. ing the unloading of 76 tons of ammu-; 
nition und grenades· intended for Fidel' 
~Castro's military and police .forces. Cas~ 
; tro s'uspected sabotage, · bl!t couldi1't" 
prove it. The United States denied any 
involvement in the incident. 

A former CIA agent told The News' 
· t•ecent1y that Le Couv.r.e was sabotaged 
by "CIA frogmen." He said an under-· 
water den~olition team slipped into. the, 
wate.r at night and attached a bomb to 

. the ship's hull, under the waterline. The 
bomb, a detonator .and a timing device, 
\'>"ere in a vmterproof containe1·, he S'aid.' 

The ex-agent added that.-the frog-' 
.men were Cub:ms working for the CIA.· 
"It ·was definitely · a CIA-connected 
thing," he said. . . 
. Another source said the bomb was ! 
supposed to go off around 3 ·a.m., when ' 
the waterfront was de~c;ted, but some- : 
thing went wrong with the timer and · 
the blast came 12 hour~ later, when the. 
area was crowded with dock workers ' 
and harbor traffic. .. 
~·-.. Still aEother source, formerly. con-
;..: ..... :-c.e.........,;:.;:_~J ·--~---:____ .. _·: .. ;,;_., ·--- ... -:-~..:.. ___ -_ 

ne~.t(}s1 ;wi,L'\1 the CIA and othi_;,Lt111;;lli· 
gence agencies in the Caribbean area, 
blamed the big blast on Gen. Raf;;.el 
'Trujillo, then dictator of the Dominican 
Republic. · . . i 

Trupillo and his sinister intelligence : 
_chief, Johnny· Abbes, had many confer-, 
ences with CIA. officials and seeret · 
agents.· On one occasion · in 1960, 
Trujillo offered CIA. agents Frank Stur
gis· an(! Pec!rc Dbz l.am~, former chief 
of Cs.stro's Air Force, $1 million to lead· 
an invasion of Cuk• .. from the Domini-; 
ca:1 Republic. Diaz Lanz declined, tell
ing his CI/1. l''''se:-; that he didn't want 
to work for anotl:er dictator. 

PloHin!j fc ldii 'i'rvjiiio .. 
\Vhile in tho Dominie~\n Repul>lic to· 

confer with Trujillo in 19C1, Sturgis 
also corib.etecl Dominican military ofJi-,., 

;~!·'. -'!.'
1

10 v:· .. e .• ~·c ~lo.·ttin~~-. to kill -~.ru~illo .. / 
1 • __ ~:1iA.~)~Vc}': t~. g. ~ __ 7_ ~ .. 7 c · plotteb 
,g'l.fH. a• ta·lh;nft.lhTIIi:lOH, ~.~~I or-•···.._...~·)"~. 
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· ....... :;'T4e .. itt!l5:arri\~ed. iri .boxes rlle~c;·a ·~ t j~Jtf ~ 1\ ~:~:;h~:~"~m. _ 
supermarket -in .Ciudad Trujillo (the Do- f ~,~ 1 , Director Sec'y __ 
miriican eapital, now called Santo 1 IJ! .)" ,/... :.: ·' 
Doiningo) ," said · F r a n k Nelson, an \ i '// 
American who worl:ed with Trujillo in a · ' 
plot to overthrow Castro. "The Domini- unluc:k.Y J,3 ·wed tli'e' sons- of. JI.aitillh 
can officers ·didn't need the guns. They · ni'1htary officers or officiHls'"\v"'.:ilo't!ad 
alreaay had ~nough stuff for a war. -been killed by Duvaliqr's thugs . 

·They needed the moral support of the ·. The leader, Gu~l~! Villedronin, wl'.s a 
U.S. government, and this was repre- -former U.S. airlii'iirt'\\,no:ie-Tatifer, B?.i-
sented •by the arms shipments." tian Arruy CoL Roger Villaclrouin, -l1::i-s 
. . The rebel officers assassinated cfubbed to. death by Papa Doc's Ton ton 
-~rujillo on May 30, 1961. Whether they. Macoutes. 
'~iL,;;; ClA .... gtins .·has- not ~~"1..3i;i;.-, They chartered a boat in Florlda aml 
closed. But similar weapons figured in landed in Haiti on Aug. 5, l0'6'r;·c·arry-
subsequent attempts to exterminate in&' a variety of weapons supplied by 
Francois (Papa Doc) Duvalicr, the voo- CIA agents. Although the invasion was 
doo Hitler of Haiti. · . .· doomed to failure before it beg-an, thr·. 

On the night of Aug. 26, 1963, a 13 young New Yorkers managed b hold 
converted B-25 bomber left Florida/ with off hundreds of Duvalier 'soldier~, mi:i .. 

'an arms shipm.cnt for Gen. LPni{ Cnn;:. tiamen and Ton ton Macoules. . . 
t!:y;.:.n former l:I~i~i~n '1tl7f~':C6\'iiftian~- , They were killed one by one, a nil 
er who was plan:11ng . t? mvade l:1s those. who were left kept fig}, ling. The 
ho~1eland from the . .P~~~~~-~~an ... ~~.E.~h.c.... -last. three invaders ran OlJt of ll.;:mH~Li-
w!JJch .s!l~re~ the 1sfani:f of 1hspamol?, tion_ on Oct. 26, then thrC:v: stones at, 
w1th R?.J~l. 'I~e _CIA plane swoo.pe~ -~vm··· .. ' _ Jtii1 j&m.s who gunned them dgwlr;'T_If\.·. · 
a _ flare-l1t fJCld ncar the Domuucan-.¥. lhladsloPall 13 were cut ·off•and·sw1.t 

military airport of Da_j.abon.. ·.. ·Ct.· . ·~ .. B.'.rrrrnre.o ... i.a.e.ytl tip--J. palf¥' .. <i.-.. ~j'.nn. J ·).· · .. ·t-P . Wooden crates t·amed do\m on. para- ""'f"'r-1ff>..1..b. • , , L~IP 4 ;;f"(:;;f:J" ' 
chutes. They c~ntai~ed .mortars.PF.·\"'/1~!. ·l :;-- i. ll ) -- . . 
bazookas, M-1 nfles, ,.,Q-cahber ma-''~:· .... .-,~; 1 · ...... \ c.;. ._·> ~~ 
c~ineg.··uns, l\r-3 tomm.yguns,._ . .45-cal.i:be{)ECLAS·c.~;cv n;,J. x~-.. ~-_.~. 
p1stols, grenades and am_nnuyt10n. .. ·-: .. -- The"'\*~s!J.i~Lon P' · · · · . 

The weapons were d1stl'!bntecl among . - ' 
.210 Haitian exiles wl10 comprised Washmgton Star-New ~ , '.i 
Cantava's invas!on army. They crossed Daily News (New York)~ ~ 
the Mass;.~re River, b~rclerlinc b~t:--;een The New York Times ;~ 
the Donnmcan ncpubl!c c;.nd Ha1t1, on -~ 
the night of Sept. 22. Late the follow~ The Wall Street Journal _ ~ 
ing day, after a bloody battle with Hai- ~ 
tiltrr'ti-uu:fls, Cantan led thc,"_L~:~;m~.ai:t,';s The National Observer ·~-'".'-~·.·. 
cLhhu:g}JCl band l!:lck acro-ss tlle-·iTI'er 'fhe Los Angeles Times ____ }~ 
io their Dominican sanctuary. ,.,__......_.____., }''~ 
· A week lat.er, a small group of Hal- }!. ~ 
tlan refugees entered a U.S. Army Spe- · . H P R 2 t) '1(:(1{f~i ~.:i 
ch:l forces camp in North Carolina for Date '-' _'-'_ "• 
.,,;,;,g b gomTilh w,,.r,,.,. MO>l of ·..:~f.a;A 
the RaitialcS were in theii· ec;rly 20s and l.fiii.WI - ~':!. .·· .. ~ 
had attended col!cge in the United ~~-,~~,;;;;.$~.,..! · . ;:. . . 
States after service in the U.S. Army 
or Air Force. All of them lived in New 
York Citv. · 
. They· had 1ce11 hand-;->ie],ecl by the 
CIA for what b1:came one of the brD.v
e;;t ancl most pitiful invasion~ in the 
'history of Caribbean ca<·n::•g-e. 
. The invasion force ellnsistcd of only. 
13 men, eight of whom h;,_r} heen tn:il".:d 
by the Green Berets. They belonged to 
·nn~.!LJ.t:.,Dn·J[.Jicr group called _.Teu_ue 
Haiti (Young- Haiti). Near]y"-aff-ot~'thf.C 
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