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DIRECTOR, FBI (92-6o54) 1/4/68 
A'rl'N: SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

AND AIII:niiSTRATIVE DIVISIOH 
SAC, BUFFALO (67-369) 

LA COSA NOSTRA 
BUFFALO ., DIVI1l1:0N .. 
AR 

PERSONNEL RECOMMENDATIONS 

Remytels 12/22 and 12/29/67. 

Bureau has been previousl.y advised of continuing 
investigation by Buffalo Office of LCN burglary ring headed 
by LCN member JOHN C. SACCO. Our investigation of SACCO 
and his associates cu1minated in a joint FBI and local raid 
on 12/5/67 of premises located in Bu:ffa1o, N.Y., at which time ( .. \ 
over $105,000 worth of expensive mink f'ur coats and f'ur pieces ... · 
were recovered. The loss of these furs and the arrest of ' · 
JAMES JAY WADE by our Agents and local authorities was a 
substantial blow to SACCO and l.ocal. LCN operated enterprise. 
It is al.so noted that a number of individuals, including 
RUSSELL DE CICCO and GREGORY JAMES PARNESS are principa1 
suspects in the recent DU PONT robbery 1n Miami. SACCO's 
group is made up of young, hard-nosed Italian individuals 
capable of al.most any offense. 

As a result of my previous recommendations to the 
Bureau, SAs JOSEPH E. GRIFFIN, JR. and FRANCIS D. CONNERS 
received individual letters of commendation from the Bureau ·· 
because of their handling of informants and developing the 
investigation which resulted in the recovery of the furs and 
the collecting of physical evidence of assistance to local 
authorities in connection with their case. ' 

The purpose of t .his communi cat ion is to recommend 
additional personnel action. 

In further developm~nts in the fur case, the evidence 
has been submitted to ·the Erie County Grand Jury by the New 
York State Police and by Agents of this office. As a result 

-

-.. REC-21 ;~(p7-
3 ·- Bureau 
5 - Bu:ff'alo 
NJ\-i': afe , 
(8) 
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<!Jf tp.is_ tes~:trnony,. _1~ is e.xpected ~t:J..at JQIIN c. sAe.qo, RUSSELL 
DE _CICCQ, :DAY'IE>NAR1)pZZI~, G~GQRX .~.A}mS PARNESS and STEJ?HEN 
GIARI>:INA ·will. 'be indic'tf_ed. by the lQcal grand jury· ·and bench 
warrants will be issued for their arrest. La.tent :f'ingerprint 
examinations by· th.e New Y0rk state Pol1ee a~d the 'FBI Idehtifi­
cati.on Division were key factor.~ in these ind.iei;ment~ and it · 
fippea.rs that at long last loca.l authorities will be able_ to 
deal. ef'fe~tive:ty· with SACCO and his __ burglary ring,_ who as 
individuals and· as a _ group have defied the_ best efforts of 
local law enforcement for a number of years. This __ gang has 
become highlY .sticcessfu}l. major burglars and .as indicated by 
their possil;lle invoivement in _the mi·lliqn. dollar .®U .PONT 
robbel'y, they are majqr offenders or primary inte;rest · to all. 
law enfor¢ement- agen¢ies •. · ·- · 

Foi;lowing ~h~ fur recovery!} ;pet HA.Ul9GN T. GALLAGHER 
advised SA FRANClSB. CONNER,S that RUSSEii:L ·:eE 'CICCO and GREGORY 
JAMES PARNESS had committed tne $55,,0'00 burglary qf the ~itt· 
Petri __ jewel_ry ·f ·irm . in Buffalo at . which tinie a aub.stant+.al 

J!uantity_ of expensive silver piece.$ and other jewe:1ty _items 
·!'lad 'been taken. 'i!he 'Pitt Petri l!)~rglliry oe¢urre.d on the 
night of· ll/16-17/67. The PCI also advised th.at JOHN c. sAeco 
was the f _E!mee handling ~he stQ~en gooqs from tpis . burgl!'J,ry. 
It is· noted that ·lo~al __ authori ~ies had been completely 
unsuccessful. iri. their investigation of this burglary iri 
attempting ··to ~eveiop suspects. 

0n 12/11/67, BU 305..-C-TE advised SA JGSEPH E. 
GRIFFIN,. JR. ~nat .. mqc~ was fepeing stolen silve~are a.long with 
a corisiderab1ef q,u~ntity of' othe.r stolen merchandise and that he 

-~-elieved b~ca~s·e of the heat _ gene:~ated by _the f'Ur recovery that 
·s.AeC(;) woul'ci ·soon be moving hi_s stoJ..en goods to a new 'location. 
Acting _on thi.s il}~0rmat:tcfn, on l-2/12/67,---~Aceo 't'Jas observed. by 
SAs. GRilf'FIN and· ·Cq)NNERS f'ollow~-ng a rented panel truck to 315 
Aupurn ·st.. i-n Buffalo. Investigation determined that an 

,~,associate o:f SACSO had rent:ed the· truck under an assumed name. 
Jfespite ·t;ne :rae~ that· .sAett>-and his associate were extremely 
surveillance conscious_, the Agent.s _ were able to maintain a 
discreet surveillance ;and d.et;ermine that SA€CO unloaded a 
);lumber of boxes t'rom the truck \<orh,ich were placed in a garage 
at the rear o:f the ·property :at 315 AUburn. .St • . . 

1

:" 
. . 
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. . .·· ~n :).2/$2/6'71, '1\W ·. 305-G~'?E adviaed ~1\ GR:!FFIN . tnat 
a new l'liding p:,t.a~e had "been :found 'PY .$1\.GC(l ~n a g$irage .• 
sAe~o further indicated ·that he would l).e mooring· ail of' h:ts 
st6i~n go<:;>ds :te> . ~he new Ioet!iti~· . ±nasmuch as ).qea.l a.utnoritte.S:;. 
who were ~e:tng .a.6$is;t.ed. 'by V,h~ 'Fl;3Ij . ·were ·putt1!1g ·Pres.sure on · 
.he and his· group and he was a.:fr~id t:~t some of the stolen 
p-roperty .. which he had . f:n Ms possession . in var1.ous lpea~ion .. s 
in . I}uffa~o . piay be f:ound by . t~e . a':lthol)',i ~~:J,es .. . . }~brmant. fi;t:r,tnep 

. .said that ... ~h~s proper"tiy Whi¢b. $AC~~ . w~~· '· cu,rrent:ty attemj>ti~g to 
fen.ee waul.d' be loea:t;;ed~ ae~ording t~' . SACCQ, in .. an. . ~partment . 
~(far ~where .th~· ~$rage was .lQc;:ated •. · .Acgording ·tfi) the inf~rmant; 
sAc:;.qo a.~$o . nact a l.arge . q.uanti~y 0f sto.len c~gMet;tes .~· antiques·~ 
pt·:es a~d jewell'y: .for . sale. . (i)l.tr . ¢overage of' $].\q;~o indicated · 
tlia.t he . ~as ·making f)."eqt{ent trips 1;;0 New Yo~k ~ity iri. an: 
effort to f:ence these it·ems· tbrdugh .•LeN con.tacts in ·New Yqrk 
a.Ji(i he'was. a1tl6 ¢9~ta.~t:Lng other' ~jor fences in th~ · ~orthE!ast 
part· of the c.Qurrtr:v~ ·. · · 

qn 12/;13/67·~ .sA ;t<>Hl'l L. P.OPR~. and s~c~~tary ·~A·:IL P. 

· f" ... , 

H~FliW\11 made .a. prete.:mt inquiry at· 315 Auburn .St1
• ·and: cieternii!led 

tha:t the s·eeond .. floor rear apa;r~meht wa.s for ren:-t• They were 
stt¢q.essf1ll, despit:e the general uncqope·ratiye· a:t;mqsphere in· the 
ne.1ghb¢rhood, ·&tr d0te:rmining the entire layo~t of -j;he ·.p;roperty 
withput. arousing any _suspiciqris ~ 'l'his . was extremely va.l;uali>le ~ 
information and ·was · subsequently' of' extreme value in the pr,epara• .\ 
tion .anci exe.cution of' the. search warrants.. · · 

... .. _ . ··. ~. 12/?1/67~; BU.. 305-q_,..':fE :~dy;sea sA 9:RIF:Ji'IN tha.tr j 
.SAC~O •·s ent:tre .invent.o:cy c;>f' stol~:q .propert:r }la<!l bee~· moved ] 
on th:e previ~US' nigh'¥ tq,. ~he ~esidenee ·at 315 Aub~n St,. ~ At 1j 
thi~~ poiP:V a.ppr~pria1;e . tU.ssemtn.atioi?-. w$;s m,aqe· t~ tru$t~d of:f'ieers 
of'· the Buf'falo .P:o and the ·New York State Poiiee. B.ase'd on 1 
inf.olina.tio.n furni:;Jl'led; by ·the Ag~nts ob:taine~ froiil .. thet:r informants ) 
and .from. theil' S,ll:rv~illanees an,~·. other inv~stiga1;:ioP;,. loe~l ere..arch \ 
warran:t·s we~e eb:t;ainea. · · 

. .. . , 0n: . "12/22/67·;~ .~ raid . Jia:s condt~cte<i. at ·ttte. premits~s. at 
3~5 Au.b~rl"l . . $t. 1.[1 Buf:f'a:;Le by the _Ne~ York Sta~e :Police EtnQ. th~. 
Bl.lff.al(? :~~ . "Iith. Bure~u Agents f~Om this of:f'iee .as· obse;rvers. 
~ye~ . $2Q0,QQQ ~n s~olen ,p.;roperty Wais re~overe~ frOm tlie premises 
at 315 Auburn .$t. ·fnis .ineludeQ. tb:e entire .Pi't;t Pe.tri loot as· 

) 
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