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TO: DIRECTOR~ FBI ( 92~8 .. 3~ )( $2-GOS4) 
Att ; Assiatan't Direct.,r JAMES a. GALE 

SAC ) SAN T.RJJqC!SCO- l92:.ifiJ}(12-=TftJ'CJ1-

JOSEPH CEP.RITO~ aka. 
AR 
00 : San rraneiseo 

-'tA COSA ROSTRA 
AR - CONSPIRACY 
CO: New· York 

-r.· ~~ San !raru:i~eo a:l.rtel, 3/11/68 ~ ancl San Francisec "telephone calls 
to Assistant Director JJU~.ES H. GALL~ '$/20 & 2l/6i. 

Pe :r- cur :con.verflation, followin~ are the ~sults of contact wi'th 
Sal! Francisco inforr:!ants and source~ reflec-ting the rep~rcuss..i_pns .· 
;:;o~ the ~~~c~e 1!:1'.-rti ~=ed '' 'Tl'H;! Hob )' app•aring in 'the I-!a.r::h l~f.__n___).·(_ .. , 
~aaue of ~1fe magazL,e. ~; 

Ap pror:ri.ate diasemina:ticn of "this data will be made to p&rtinent 
offices t:y separat"'l eom~unication. 
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( .l ~ 2 ·-.12 4 ) 
(l 9t-·523) 
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SF-92-124 
CNH: jab 

·: .~ : 
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On 3/14/68 SF-2583."-C advised that,.: a copy of the "Life" magazine 
containi.··gthe ' current article concerning JOE CERRITO -was brought 
to the office of t[le CaliJ~Q.rD.i.i=i .. Cheese Company during the. afternoon 

·. ~··~· . of 3/14/68 and.that~·~s~A:RINO:;...e.a,~~ecl'.:-th~ . article :··wit~ . J_AKE . . . ·· . 
~#t:J<,. Produc~J.on Manager, _and EARI.l~ PFG:M,URTY, the rye":" .. ~f,fJ.ce·~- manager. 

l 
-Acc~rd1ng to l.. nformah:t~-- ~A. L.MARINOex·. pr. e_ss~d·· . t. he op1·n· .?-on that. the 

, 1 artJ.cle was V;ery unfaJ.r ''J.n lt s _attack on CERRITO "and · made · the _ .. 
· comment that i he (MARINO> had beerr:<i.n the ':: rackets for :twenty years, 

. had never been arrested a 1nd. had never shot anyone. Informant . stated 

'• 

that MARINO did not elaborate on _t'h"l.s comment, but Jlhe fnfere:-1ce _. 
was that CERRITO had never been sci'- invo-lved ·and was .a victim of ari . 
unjust attack • . : 

·,_ 

thJ.s comment. · . ..,~ . . . .-· · . 
. - .......... ~ . . .. , 

Informant stated t'h{lt there.was some cornment ; concerriing the articles 
alluding to a mernber·'·Qf the· LCN cqnnected with a cheese company in 
San Jose and that HcMU.RTX made - the co~~nt , that they , 'were -~probably 
referring to the Priola Cheese ·co!J.J.1(any. ·: Inf9rrnant s~ated ~~hat · . 
th:re was no rea_ ction shown _ _'7by. o ners present·. · when· Me.· MURTY made _ • 

Investigation-e~~~S JOS-EPH . ·~ANZA--has "· ,j~~v7a{ed that he and his -;. , .. . 
brother,.ANTHONY N. ~~NZA, ~et1.red f~om_pusJ.nes~ on 2/29/68_ c;nd i~ f!j ··. 
left the1r former offJ.~e at ~59 .Wash.7ngton Str~et, Sa_;t_J:mg]."S.9P . ..0..::;;?~ .·i 
ANTHONY N. LANZA, who l.S a .J;J.censed uisur.ance _broker·; . turned over ~ 1 

. .-his insurance accounts. to Strong - -~J1d Ccl':··, _ Inc~··~· ,, · S8 . .Ji..B.!"t~r::_~~peej:_; . .._ .. ' 
~-~~-~.I.!:an.~:L§,££, for . handliz;g .· . According·.·_ to a .~c~, :ANTHONY i told h.:- v £.· .· .... " 
l ne wo':lld have a . sma~l of~J.ce _ at• t~e nei--7; l.ocatJ.on and,. he planned V~ .. . _. 
\ on gol.ng to the off1ce acout one or two days a • week, unless " he had v · 
\"-.. · to handle a special claim • . All of' ' the other matters would-_,, be . · 
~ - handl~d by employees of Strong an~ Cd~ ' No menti6n ~as rna~~ th~t 

_.} JAMES LANZA would have anything· to do with the ' new set"-up ·.' 
~ . I · . . 

f On 3/15/68 Mr. FRANK·KILMARTIN, Attorney, 46S .California Street, . 
·.\~- . tferchants Exchange B.uilding, Rqom 415 ' · telephone num:t?er DO .. 2-06.84, 

~:advised that he had received a call from , his client, DHIGHT V. . 

. . " 4~~~~~f{f~~~~:1In~f~t*~,f.%~-~-i~T,~""f~';i<h}-rl~~;~~h~ S ~~c~:~T;~~t~ta~f~" . 
~agazine concerning "The Mob", in :which the name an~ photogrf:ph · 

of JAMES LANZA, San Francisco, appear. 

He said that STRONG advised -him that since . 2/2,9/68, . b~th ANTHONY 
and JAMES . LANZA have been at th~ office most'· every day and . the:.J ,: . 
are in and out. When ANTHONY is out.., 'JAMES is"'· in and they,both . : 
use the phone freely. STRONG s:tg,,:ted that ,J AME·s makes himself at ~· 
home, · putting his feet on the desk, smoking his cigar and has the 
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eco:tds Collect1on ACt o:f 1992 ( 44 USC 2107 t1 e):--

SF-92-124 
CNH:jab 

and requested that the district attorri~y init:iate a civil libel 
action against "Life" magazine in connection.with the article 
concerning ~ERRITO appearing\in the March 15th issue of that 
magazine. · 

.Sheriff PRELSNII< a·dvised that Mr.; BERGNA questioned _the- -source of 
some of the allegations set' forth in the article and wondered 
how a magazine woul~ obtain such inforci~tion .when it is n6t
generally available to all law eriforcement a~encies~ inci~din~ 
his own office. · 

Sheriff PRELSNIK stated that he commented to the district attorney 
that the,article itself set forth that the iriformation,_at least 
in part, had been obtained by "Life" from some ·undisclosed source 
connected with President JOHNSON ' -s Commission on Law Enforcement 
and Administration of Justice and suggested that p'erhaps tl)e 
district attorney could get such'information from t~e same source. 

Sheriff ?RELSNIK stated that Mr~ BERGNA did not indicate any 
contemplated action in connection with ~he matter at this time: 

No effort is being made to contact BERGNA concerning this matter~ 
In the event the district attorney contacts the San-Jose Ee~ident 
Agency concerning the 'article, the information will be immediately 
furnished. · 

On 3/20/68 SF-2745-C-TE was contacted at his ~ome in Richmond, 
California, by SA's RUDOLPH H ~ - MANCINI and RICHARD VITAMANTI, 
a't which time he related that he "had read the articie and' said, 
11 It puts me right in the middle." ·Informant· ad·vised that _9ince .... 
'the article names him prominentlY as the o,r.e ,_who: allegedly· "bungled'' . 
the matter with HAROLD SHITH, SR. , . JOE. CE'RRI::L!0 -a.nd his n f;tunkie s" 
will be looking for a "pa·tsy" and the sole blam_e ··for bringing the 
bad publicity to the San Jose· faJ11ily. will be· .. pi.aced"on his shqulders. 
Informant said that ' CERRITO will not take ·into account that he 
"started the whole mess" with his libel ·suit- against "Life'' magazine. 
Informant advised that, in addition, he' did riot tell CERRITO to 
go to Italy and get "fouled up II as he did. 'r'nformant advised that 

· the facts pertaining to the "Smit_h matter!! .as set 'forth in the .. 
magazine at"'ticle regarding him were "inacc_urat'"e ." Informant advised 
tha,t-h,~n'~ver threatened to kill HAROLD SMITH, SR. or h{§_b.Pe-ther, 
~ONl)~~tiTt!.;.._C:s a res~uli of hi's.failure to collect the _$10~)00~.0-Q 
or any?,p·i:':,t;;rK., of l. t. Informant advl.sed,. howeve.r, that_ HAR_QL}:L~MITH, 
SR. did' -*threa.'fe-:n--:Fo--k111- ·nrm--±f---he.: dec.ided to "back out" of the 
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