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J ---· 
Office Men..;..~ ~~ : , ium • .. 

UNITEL -.;-----:.S GOVERNMENT 

. ,, · 
TO Director, FBI DATBa November 20, 1953 

Hnana, Cuba 
. 

Legal Attache, Havana, Cuba (64-153) 

meCJ 
:_ {tUERICAN GA~LING ACTIVITIES IN~~ :'' ~ 
-~IF. _ e .. .¥/ ~;:-.- . 

_ .. --· 
Re Miami letter to the Bureau November 5 l~aisi~~.:..~~~::~;~.~.;ii;~i~ ....... 

. . ~ . ··- ... 
The following general information concerning the local gambling' ........ _ 

situation was furnished by ~I I I of the gambling casino of the ~r;foTHER 4 

Tropicana Night Clup., .... Rlvana, on ·11-18-53 while he was being interviewed 
on another matter.~ 

b - I lconr'~d\hit the gambling concession at the Hotel 
.lnternacional, Varadero B~~ Cuba, will be operated this season by ,&.:r~eH 

/G~r.D of New Orleans, DI~IClf.RDSON of Bilaxi, Mississippi, ani 0 DUTC1fl 
· ~. The only additional information furnished by him and not contained 

1 
/Trl reiet was the fact that SHIELDS had operated the Dunes Club in Norfolk, 

.. "i!• (possibly Virginia Beach). He also said tl'at SHIELDS had operated in 
~ Southern Pines;. North caJ?_olina.{~ : . 

~ ~~ • The Oriental ll>rk horse t,.;.b\c is .. ~hedol.ed tp r&O!l!IJI on November 
~•l Zl, 1953 after being closed durin the sununer months. L J said he md 
~,h bid for the gambling concession· n the Jockey Club which is located in 

.-::::::__._ .. .,. the grandstand at the track;· ever, he was informed that the concession -. O ~ been given to one GECR VINE, who fronted for the concession during 
~ · he 1952-53 winter season. his office was never successful in definitely \ f: ' 

Z U:: stablishing who put up the money for the operation although there was a ·, ,~,-~ .~.;), 
_ ... ~ definite tie-in between i~ and the Sans Souci night club. LEVINE is ·\. ~ 

c..:J ~ I{ believed to be out or ~ Be r esided at the Hotel Comodoro in lhvana •: !) 
\F. during the past season. ~ '\ '"'~ "::" 

r u >-' I I advised approval from government authorities had been \rl~ 
~ ~· -~ ~ obtained to set up a gambling operation at the H:lvana Greyhound Kennel ~ . .1., 
:,?.: -:- · ·,; Club, ~.~ _o only dog track in Cu~a. He said that the past week Cli\RJ,ES F. { 
:_'-r:: : 'J ,... aCHlJ~MER, who fronted for the Mannarino interests at the Sans Souci . ;) 
c in ll!.vana several years ago, had been in town to study the possibilities ([~;; 
~· . , .~:~ of setting up the operation at the dog track. Due to a clause in the C·~ - 1 
~ . i:;:i contract between the owners of the dog track property and the operators to \~) 

.. ~ t---the effect that no gambling other than the regular pari-mutual betting will t-- 1 ~ 
:-·, UJ ~e allowed on the property, I I said that the setting up of the ~ f; J 

::::r; 12ration is stymied at the present. He explained that the owners of the . ~ .. 1, 
. og track property ala o own the. Casino Nacional which they hope .to rentif..· · / 

~to sane one for the coming winter season. Since the dog track and the · .• 
~ Casino are located only a short distance apart, the owners of the prope es ·- ··· 
~ __ do, ~~ .~. ·~!~rejudice their chance~s renting the Ca. sino by permitting #( · 
':~". · q91~~ng tdi ' ate at the dog trac~. .• . . .,. , . . . . . . · · 
( ,)' ~ - .• -C:{- • ' ..J. . . • /1 I e~Rn~o . f~ I . I I . . · .: ·- . ... 
~.'..·?~ .. · . ..... . ,:;(:~:.:<\J~ . ·~~ /ll.,.t d ~.A./ t/.v·v·b ' :.. ~ .a.l'~~· .... •.. . :· · ,. , . . . ·' 

~~Y-*'·"' ' · ~I ~ ,· - - ·· - · I!l. A<t•·J.~- to.l'.f~ .1 )-~'i · S:J(J INDFXEO: ~~ ''· IV W"" }9~. ~ .·.Y ' 
CD\:JES ..Ao ....... '.:.. f · ~ . ...-.. L. . . ; ·:A ~17 ~/- . 
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i±G.~.~~· 
To: Director, FBI November 20, 1953 · • 

$MI ~ lkvana, Cuba 
Subject~ICAN OliiBLING ACTIVITIES IN OllBA-1~ 

The Sans Souci club continues to be operated b; NCIUa\~HWLN, 
I a::•:hla there is no information as to who is~. ney behind him. 

dvised that RCY.rm.flN' s assistant, EDD MAN, is suffering from 
. ancer and is in serious condi~n.. said that ALTM\.N is not 

aware of the fact that he l'Bs cancer. IJIJ 
Concernin~t Montmartre club,l I furnished no information 

as to who will operate gambling concession there this year. It will 
be recalled that ME r5KY had a smre of the concession during the 
past season. IJitZ . · · · · . 

Extra copies of this letter are attached for forwarding by the 
Bureau to the Miami", Norfolk and Charlotte offices. 
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