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Office Metrwr~ltdum NIT liD GOVERNMENT 

TO Direct,or, FBI ~~' "'- .. j 
' . . 

DATB: January-25, 1953 
BLvana,CUba 

now Legal Attache, Blvana, Cuba (64-153) · !\}? . J \ .. . . : . ,· ·"'- ~l~~;"\ 
SUBJBCT: ~~ ~~ •. MB·'r·LI . . NG ACTIVITIES INC~ (~ :· <· t :·. -'· :.1.\\:- ~ ~:~'F l~ 

:!-' · ·~· ·· 1 ... .. . ... ·U'l ·:._.' • __. 
\.:, . I . • ,.- .. 'I ' C'.. I ·· ' -

~~-·· ·: . . · .· 
. .: ·" l /, 

As the Bureau is aware, ~m&N, FBI No. 152585B, bas 
been t~~~nt man at the Sans Souci eab&ret in HavaD& fer the past several · 
years. ~orts to develop b1m as a PCI of value to date have been negati~ ... OTHER 4 

During tbe summer of 1953, RC1l'IMN advised on se~ral different 
occasions that be and the Sans Souci were in bad shape financially and he 
did not know at that t1Jne whether he would be able to continne operations.S{rO 

The fact that ROTHM\N and the sans Souci were in bad shape ~· ~, 
econond.call.y was borne out by PCil I FBI No. 2198122, American ' 
floor man at the Tropicana night club, who in September, 1953, advised 
that be was teying to work out a deal to take over the Sans Souci. It is 1 
to be noted that the Tropicana is strictly a Cuban operation, being owned . . 
by two Cuban brothers named ~.BT;J;N . and ~~... a Cuban named CSCAR. ~ t 

~BEMENDIA and a Cuban named A.RIJUBA, and ·there· bas-always been a atrong1 ~ ~ 
' rivalry between it and the Sans Souci, both ~~ W:hich have gambling casi~, ~~ 

/, ' '\\ 
To date, RarU.N continues to operate · tbe Sans Souc1J however~ . J 

it appears tbat there stUl exists the possibUity- that tbe Sans Souci A. ~ 
will be taken over by the Tropl.cana. The 1-24--54 issue of the 81vana q \~· ~.;· 
daily, "Pren.sa Libre," in a section called "OIGl" ("LISTEN"), wbioh is a 1J. · -.-~ 
Winchell like column on the theatrical and cabaret world in Havana, con- ~. \:_ 

• tained the following pe.r&gi'-ph:~ l: .'\ 
• '~ "It res\.llte that there are almost permanent conversa- . \-\ . 'f tions between NCIUlAN ROTli&N of 1;be Sans Souci and ·. :t · '} 
. ~, M\RTIN Fat, ARDURA cr !X;J:IEMENDIA of the Troplcana. ..~. ~· .. 

There is never lacking a suspicion that they might be :_ \'~ 
speaking of unification, ot interchanges, of manage- :. ;_ ~ 
ment, etc." ~ . 

Efforts will be mde to ascertain throughr land ROTm&N ./ ... 
whether the Tropic_ana is taking over .tbe operation M toe sans Souci-00~'-· ·:. 

. As an indication of the fine:nc:lal situation of ROTID&\N, on l-25-~4, 
Lt. HERIBERTO HEEUI\NDEZ of the Cuban Bureau ot Investigations exhibited 
a letter dated 1-11-54 written by tbe firm of Nathan, Nathan & Nathan, ~ 
6 laiden IAne1 Nro, to the Chief of ~lice, Havana. The firm solicited the ~ 
-. . ~ H~iYlHD.ED-1 ~ , _,. . · 7u} 

::-~~: · :.~~ - ~-- ... . t·-..1 .. ,' .. ·/ ~il.·1 ~7 / , ..... 

,r ' . : . ~~·.ms $~-~-rtols l~XED-1 ,~.!fts ·~· mM ~1 ~ ,-tf , 
NTII\:.1 , .I£ . [./ ! 

F-'f 9o ONFI n~-~- . ~ \,/./r\. \ . 1 
· ~ " 
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To: Director, FBI . : ... 

Subj~ct:~MERICAN GlMB~NG ACTIVIT~ I N ·c~ 
~F $ 

Janua.ry 25, 1954 
JiLvana,Cuba 

assistance of the police in locating ROTHUlN, apparently in connection 
with a bill in~~~nt of ·$622.~ .owed by ROT~N to the Hotel St • 

. Moritz in NYC.~ 1 99{u\ . · · . 
1 

. 

· As a turt r exal!lple of tP8· expmaion of . operations ·of the 
T~picana and/~ I the foll~ng is set forth(..Jd M) 

the gambling concession in the Jockey Club of the Ori.en 1 Park Race Track 

I 
' 

Iil November, 1953, I I advised that be~'ii.ed to obtain 

tar· the 1953-54 season but that the owners of tbe t~c old him that they u. biP 
bad ' felt obliged to g1ve!E conces·sion to one GECR .. · VI~, who led held OJ___. 
it the previous season. ·Olr CI HLV-~, who operat s an armored oar 
service, subsequently ad Sed that hie company bad been employed by IEVINE 
and one $LVAT~NELLO to take. the· money · of the gambling operation to 

.operati on · ' ("(tf)ru ·c.. !J...Vt.. · 
~Dd tromj~ck on Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundaya wbe. n the track is in 

. . . K~~·, . . . ~)!!_ . 
. On 1:..:25-54;, lfLV- 4 ad!!f.~ t::,~~ date LEVINE,. CJRANELLO, r----1 aDd a Cuban named ANGE~NlA · NDEZ had appea~d at his 
~and made arrang~ments for the· money to be delivered tot I and 

FERNANDEZ . on race days and source gained ·the impression that LEVINE and 
GBA~ were pulling out of the operation and· return1ng to Miami. on the 
same date.(!!f)~~] . · . . · 

The above is for the Bureau's information.. Tiro extra copies of 
thl.o letter are attached for forwarding b7 the Bureau to the Miami office 
for information • . .. 
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