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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!5TIGATION 

REP'ORTING O,.,.ICE 

I 
O,.FICE OP' ORIGIN DATI: 

I 
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD . 

.DALLAS DALLAS 6 / 24 / 65 . . 3 19 - 6/11/65 
TITLE Of CASE Rt:.P'ORT M ADt: IIY 

IVAN D. LEE 

. .. C· 
JOSEPH .FRA,CIS CIVELLO , aka 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

AR 

-,.--------------------------------------~--------------------------------------

\ 

\ 
REFERENCE: 

ENCLOSURE: 

Report of SA JOHN B. liO"lrlS, dated 4/9/65, at Dallas. 
Dallas letter to Bureau, dated 5/ 27/65. 

- p -

TO BUREAU 

Original and one copy of letterhead memorandum characterizing 
informants utilized in t his report . 

LEADS : 

CHICAGO 

AT ROCKFORD , ILLINOIS 

1 . Wi ll ident ify c urrent subscriber to telephone # 968,- .. 
1662 , 962- 4666 , and 877- 8107 . · 

APPROVED \;;;.' v l SPECIAL AGENT r_ IN C H AR GE DO NOT WRITE IN SPAC£5 KL.OW 

COP IES MADE : 
r j 

G) - Bureau (92- 2824) (llut!7-.. 2.) 
1 - USA, Fort Worth 
2 Chicago (92-351) 
2 - Houston (94~192) 
2 New Orleans (92- 40) 
2 Dallas (92- 36) 

D ISSE MINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED R EPORT 

AGENCY •••••••••••••.•. . ....•• . ••• . •••.••••.••••••.• ··· · ·-·-·········· ••••·· •· · ·• ·••· ·· · 

JUL 6 1965 
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DL 92- 36 
' ·· 

s ubscribers t o t he following numbers: 

.BR 6=-4497 
BR. 8=5257 
BR 8 =9717 
BL 4-~0151 

' 
2 . Will t hereafter atte mpt to ascertain purpose of 

ClVELLO ~ s contacts with subscribe r s o f . t hese numbers. 

~WMINlSTRATJIVE : 

It i.s noted that t he .investiga tive period overlapped 
t hat o:f t he prev ious :n.-eport; howe ver, t his report contains informa­
t ion which was rece ive d from aux.i l iar·y o ff i ce s af t er r eferenced r eport 
was 'd i c t a ted . 

Spot s ur ve :i.ll anees conducted by Bu.re au Agents on JOSEPH 
CIVELLO a t h is residence r 4.809 Gulf stream, Dallas , at at his 
brot~er 9 s liquor store ~AirNay Liquors, 3122 West Mocki ngbir d 
Lane) i nd i cates t ha t CIVELLO s pe nds mos t o f his t ime at the liquor 
s tor e o r his r eside nce . Surveillance maint ained on CIVELLO. while 
a t t he liquor store indicates t hat .he is usual ly conversing with 
his ·bro t her? CHARI.aES CIVELLO » and h l.S b.Jrother-:i n~law , ROSS MUSSO , 
who usua lly accompan:t.es CIVELU) from his r eside nce to t he stor~ . On 
t he days C!VELLO has been observed at the l iquor store , he has not been 
o bserve d to use t he teJ .epbone at t he store. It was also noted t ha t 
he did not have any v i s i tors or conve r se wit h anyone ot her t han 
customers ma ki ng purchases att the stor e . 

Detect ive B. M. HART, Criminal Inte lligence Section , Dallas 
Pol ice Depar'troe-nt, a dv ised t hat i n surve:!J.laaces t hat he has con­
ducted on CIVELL0 9 s r eside nce , he has noted tha t us ual l y the wives 
o :f: CI VELLO a.nd ROSS MUSSO r emaln a t t he r esidence most o f ·t he time . 
He sta ted t hat he has ;never o bser ve d t he re:s id.enee whEm all o f 
t he oc c upants have be e n absent. 

I DENTI TY OF lNFORM&~~S 

Xnformants DL T=l is DL 27l ~~c, DL T=2 is DL 135- C, 
a nd DL T=3 :l.s HO 1082- C. 

The following inf orman t s who are acqua inted wit h gamblers, 
bookmakers 9 and c.t."imd.nal e l ement i n the Dallas a r ea could furnish 
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no i.nformat i on t o .indicate that CIVELLO i s present ly active in any 
c riminal a ct ivit i es in ~he Dal las area : · 

DL 140- C. contacted by SAs ROBERT Mo BARRET!' and IVAN D. LEE 
PCI I I, cont acted by SA ROBERT E . HARTZ OTHER 4 
DL 181- C contacted by SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 
DL 185- C contacted by SAs ,ROBERT Mo BARRETr and IVAN D • . LEE . 
DL 197- C contacted by SAs ROB.ERT Mo BARRETT and IVAN D . LEE 

. DL 208-C contacted by SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 
DL 254- PC contacted by SA I VAN D. LEE 
Confidential source JEROlm J. CRANE contacted by SA ROBERT 

U. BARRETT. 

D* 
COVER PAGE 
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TO 

FR OM 

OPTIONAl.. FORM NO. 10 
MAY t'i62 £01TION 
GSA GEN. RC.G . NO. 27 0 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2824) 

(. 

~~~C, DALLAS (92-36) (P) 

0-

D ATE: 5/27/65 

SUBJECT: '~~·' JOSEPH FRANCIS -~ ·IVELLO, aka 
AR 
(00: DALLAS) 

Re Dallas report of SA JOHN B. HOTIS dated 4/9/65; 
Bureau letter to Dallas dated 4/22/65 requesting Dallas to 
explore the relationship between JORM DRAGNA, captioned 
subject and the hoodlum element in ,the Dallas, Texas, area. 

~ . 

· ~--e 1965 City Directory for Dallas, Texas, reveals 
that -~.Q .. ~ .. . l?.~~N~ and his wife ANN reside a~ ... ~-~~-~ ... !~.!.!-..... 
Uni ver ty Boulevard , Dall_as , Texas. His eaployaent is 

.. --11-ste·d · as·· the J 'olin Drag-ria 'R:eaY-E!itite Company, 3611 A 
Greenville Avenue. -- ~~ .. : . · 1~- / -.:' _;(, 

-----·----~·---~ 

A financial statement for the Merchants State Bank 
located at Ross Avenue -and Henderson Street indicates that 
JOHN DRAGNA is one of the 22 directors at the Merchants State 
Bank . 

On May 20 , 1965, H. M. HART , Detective, Criainal 
Intelligence Section , Dallas Police Department, advised that 
he had recently obtained a financial statement from Dun and 
Bradstreet and furnished a copy of the statement to the FBI;,;/ 

. . . (/ 
The statement reveals that DRAGNA repre·sentliJ·· ­

substantial means with his affairs believed to be in good 
order . DRAGNA is active in -real estate and oil and handles 
some construction as a side line. In Noveaber, 1963, JOHN~. 
DRAGNA deferred submitting a detailed financial sta but 
stated he represented tangible worth in excess of 
with assets centered primarily in stocks , oil roya 
real estate . The investigation revealed that a cash account 
is maintained with a local bank with balances averaging in low 
to moderate · five . figures. The file indicated that his assets 

8 Bureau . 
2 - Dallas 

IDL/jtf 
( 4) ,• j ?? 

.... ~ . .!-/ ti 
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DL 92-36 

consisted of several apartment houses in Dallas, Texas , 
which a:x:e held by DRAGNA for rental income·. Investigation 
revealed that DRAGNA is active in numerous civic functions 
and ·is well thought of locally. His annual income is 
estimated at $60 , 000 per year . The file indicated that 
DRAGNA was born in 1906, is presently. divorced and has been 
·a long-time resident of Dallas. · 

On May 20 , 1965 , HART advised that their investi­
gation of CIVELLO, which has involved numerous surveillances 
in the .past, has failed to indicate that he has been in 
personal contact with DRAGNA. HART advised their files contain 
no information to indicate that DRAGNA has a close relationship 
with CIVELLO other than the fact that they possibly belong to 
the Italian-American Club and attend various Italian functions . 

/ 

Spot surveillances cortducted by Bureau ~gents have 
failed to indicate that· CIVELLO is associating with DRAGNA 

~hat DRAGNA is visiting the Airway Liquor Store owned by 
~LES CIVELLO, 

Regarding tion previously furnished. by 
DL 135-C that JOHN of the Board of Direc.tors 
of the Merchants State , i~ subject's contact in- the · 
Merchants State Bank, ormant was recontacted on May 4, 
1965,concerning the pe or persons who possibly leaked the 
information that FBI Agents were checking accounts at the 
Merchants State Bank. · Informant stated ·be was ~riginally of 

· the opinion that JOHN DRAGNA was the one who tipped off the 
individuals concerned , but now he is not sure inasmuch as 
any employee of the • o was aware of the Agent's 
presence, could ha · = . · the lnformation . Informant 
advised on his prev ~ tact , he assumed that it was ·nRAGNA 
but that he ha.~ no proof nor had he received any di-rect 
information that DRAGNA was responsible. 

In view of the fact that the informant can offer 
no concrete information as to the person or p~rsons possibly 

-2-

. I f·. , 
~ . "\ .. . , 
' ) ' . 

. -------· 
' 
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JOSEPH F~~¥$"·<ftV~W:• ak·~. 
~-a- . . 

-~ repo~t ot $\-.,1Qnt,i. B... HQt is. 4a~~d 4-9 .... 6~··· 

. Qn: pp;ge. 2· o~ ~e. t epor.t i~fo.~ation is $~t f.c;>rth, . 
att~Jib~ted.· ~9 DL l$5.o:.¢,; to tP.~- e.ff-~_qt, t.h~t Jo4n Dt~gna, A m~mber 
of th~ BQ~~c;t of· Di:re.ct.Q~s of th~ :Jle~c;:lUtn:t,s $ta~e. Biuik, Dal!~s 
·ia ·Ctv*if:)lo ' '$ · c(.)ntact \Yith the· MeJ>eh.~nts S~at.e, J~4.DJ( ·ns · w~l~ i,l$ 
·t'h'G cont~e~ for otb~t-· 1ecal; r~ck~·t·eers ~ This ~nf.ormrU,lt. l\iSc>. . 
r~pQ~'te"d th¢t whe_n th~ l~~e,Qr~$ o:f that; ins~i tut'io.~ - V£e.r.e recf:tntly 
ebe~~~- by yo\Jr <)ffte.e 1 D:J..~Agna :lliml¢tii$;t,~1y -·no~ified ·civelio ~n(fl 
$ey~r.a).; Qth$1" racket figu;re~ WhE) fQ.%1D~rly ha<l :~cqO.~nt$ i 'n tp~t 
b-~ . . . 

tt ~ulA' .~ppe41:" frQ~ tlle. ~-I)Qv-e ~c~:i.<i>n on the par~ of --­
P~~ag:n~ ~na.~ his pf:>s4-;tiall with ~~e ·b~nk is be.ing uti,.l~z~d to. tJ{e 
~.dviint~gt) Q.t :t'he 119-~lllum element. 1\.1$(;) :t~Qm Drp.gna• ~ a~tiqn;( 
the.r~ wo•ul'4 appe~r ~o . be some. d~g:ree of in:fluQn~~ e~~rted o ···, 

·~ bjtQk_ ~fficl;fil-l by the -~c1o(J:lum ~:l~m~t:U~. / 

· :!n ·cqQ(iuct~nggy-Qut <;~tm~p~;a. inteilig.ei:lce investig . -~ · ·Qn 
of Civel,l:()·; th~s -~it\la·t'.ion .shou.l.d b~ .m9~e. :f·uily e•plored t · 
4~~-eiiPt~ the ,~~tent • ·9( Dt~gna '~ XO(;)l~·~:J.onshtp. w.i'th ~he hoodlUm 
e.lem~nt ·-A~d. tll(:} ~·gegree o.f ·hO.o:~:Lu~ ~nfl~ence· _bei~g exerted t;>n 
hiim -~_n4 t~he· t.e•s;ep$' tbe~<;)~.()r. . t:Qq~i~i~s $1l(J)uld also . b~ irill4e . 
·~o· ·4ete~iJle wileJthe~ D?~gna .i$ r¢1~t·~d to 1\,(i)l,J~$· Dr.agna, · 

• -~~ Atlgel~$ boo~i.u·u, • . y().u · s·b.oul~ :;L:·lsQ. be .alert .to · tb~ pos$ibility 
of Dr~-g!l~, iin :hi~, e•paci~y .. -~s· -~ ba~ .c;;ff·i4ia.,l b~~ng invo~ve.4 · i 

~n ·a yiql1l t~(l)n, o·t the banking .l,aW$ •. · I 
'QpQn obt41i)ing mor~ i.d~t~il.ied intonnatiC>n ~~gat-ding -t ·h.is 

~-t·t~~. · ~ comp~eh.~nsive lett~rhe.~d: - ~e$or~ndUJ)'l shou).d be submitted 
- ~Q ·tl\~ ~-~t~~u .in ··;!tc~9r(j,'n<;~ ~it.h pr.evious QUr~au· in,s_t~uctic~u:ls · · 
r.e_l·~t:ipg t9 U®41-um fnfXuenc~ i.P ~~lting J.ns.ti.~ut!ons. · 

Tolson . .in ·'\1li.:9\V· ·o~ . the ilifO:F-ma~.i()n. -~~ceived to (\at~, yQu sh9·~1id 
tlelmont -- b~ Gitcum$peet l:n you~ tllealing_s V!~ th t~~, Mer~lt'\ ilt~ Sta!t~- Ba,l_:.~ d 
Mohr ,: ' , ' \ . , I ; . {ZD l 
DeLoach-- NOTE: Civello is a LCN member resid.:nc.DJ~ n ni} c·t~re~tiy. ' - b'ei~ ,;_; ·_ 
Car<per --- - ..f1W ~ 
Callahan-- inv:estigated under CIP. · DL being instructed to fully develop the 
Conrad - - -- d b ff 1 d 
Felt ______ extent of hoodlum influence being exerte on · ank o icia ;:: an 
~~;~~--- relat~· o ship ot: this official with hoodlum elemeat .... ~ ~ 
?."lllvon .· J ~ :.VJf E·. · . .MAILED,;l. t 
.:.~:~~~; __ . : ·. ;;:::;,€tD~:-~m~ ·p ~,' _f)(- , ... - t 9 APR 2 e 65 
'i'~lc-.l~oom1 

'
1

'
1

.1 ~I! 1'4 "# (i'4~"J · · !Vt/itJ · APR .2 ~~ 1~\J~} . 
Holmes - -- O j 
Gnncly MAIL ROOM ' TELETYPF.: UNIT · ' fg\ _j· =-'-'""'= ---~"·' "" • c:=::::::;;;) 

GC~~------

~ . 1: 

·- ·- .-· ... - --- . : . .... ·.;_ ____ __ __:....---..:.•--'·,_;:;-:.:..- =--=-~--~---------,--------......,.....-------' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVt:.STIGATION 

DALLAS I 
Ol'l'"ICE OF ORIGIN 

DALLAS . 4/9/65 
'INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

2/8 - 3/23/65 

REPORTING OFFICE DATE 

TITLE OF CAS£ .. 
/ '· 
' i 

JOSEPH FRANCIS .. CIVELLO aka I 
TYPED BY 

rmb 

REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN B. ~OTIS 

·' 

·~ . I.,' 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

, .. ~ , 

REFERENCES: Dallas report of SA JOHN B. HOTIS dated 2/9/65. 

ENCLOSURE 

Dallas airtel . to Bureau dated 3/3/65. 
Little Rock letter to Dallas dated 3/ 22/65. 
Las Vegas letter to Dallas dated 3/25/65. 

- p -

TO BUREAU: Original and one copy of letterhead 
characterizing informants utilized in this report. 

LEADS 

CHICAGO, HOUSTON & NEW ORLEANS - INFORMATION. 

meaoran[J 

Information copies furnished these offices inasmuch 
as investigative leads remain outstanding with these offices. 

APPROVED DO NOT WRITE IN SPAC.ES KLOW 

COPIES MA~ a .·') 1 ., 0 ., ll 1 . 
~.. 3. .> Bureau (92-2824)(£De~f-· -~~~1· 1 

1 - USA, Fort Worth, Texas 
1 - Chicago (92-35l)([nfo) __, 
1 Houston (94-192)(Info) 
1- New Orleans (92-40)(Info) 
2 - Dallas (92-36) -·-"1.- 'lhr.~~tmlt'-1 

~:- :·: : . ::~· •i :·~~ .-< '? ·;·,.::.~~· 
~ . ..2) . 05 .. .. 

,·-: . / ) . l?"!.-e. 

Aqency 

Request Reed. 

Date Fwd. 

How 'Fwd. 

B y 

I t:.. r. 
' 
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DL. 92-3G 

... 
. A review of Polk's Greater Dallas Directory, 1964, . 

reflects ARTURO TREVINO, Agent, U. S·. Internal Revenue Service, 
resides with his wife, CONCEPCION B. , at 5111 Denton Drive, 
Dallas, Texas. 

On 2/25/65, Mrs. BIRDIE SUE BELCHER, Merchants 
Retail Credit Association, Dall~s, advised ARTURO TREVINO has 
resided with his wife CONNIE at 7426 Concord Street, D·allas, 
since October, 1964. He has been in the files of the .credit 
bureau since September, 1953, and has continually carried a 
very high credit rating~ He has been employed as an agent with 
the Internal Revenue Service since approximately 1956, and 
prior to that time worked for United Texas Drys Company, Dallas. 
His wife CONNIE was employed in 1954 by Taylor Publishing 
Company and is presently employed by Baptist General Co nvention, 
Dallas . The file reflects his previous addresses include 5111 
Denton Drive, Dallas (1959); 4a22 Deere Street, Dallas (1957); 
1831 Idaho Street (1954); 234.7 Lucas Street, Dallas (1954) ; _ 
1016 St. Louis Street, Dallas (date unlisted); and 121 East 
Grawyler, Irving, Texas (1957). Mrs. BELCHER further advised 
that prior to moving to .the Dallas area, TREVINO resided in San 
Antonio'· Texas. · 

IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 

DL T-1 is DL 135-C contacted hv SA JOHN B. HOTIS. 
DL T-2 is PCI I I, liquor salesman 

for Phil Schepps,· Distributors, Dallas, contacted 
by SA JOHN B. HOTIS. · 

The following is a list of informants utilized in 
following the activities of CIVELLO and his associates in t~e 
Dallas Division: 

DL 140-C, contacted by SA ROBERT M. BARRETT 
DL lr5-C.;;ontacted by SA JOHN B, HOTIS 
PCI _ __ I, contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS 
DL 208-C- , contacted by SA IVAN D. LEE 
DL 251-PC; contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS 
DL 181-C, contacted by SA IVAN D. LEE 
Confidential-Source JEROME J. CRANE, contacted by 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 

-D*­
(Cover Page) 
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