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Rep-u1 :' -m • 
TJ).£03 (:.-12-SS) 

FEDERAL -. , .:AU OF 

Date 

MIAMI 
OfiiDe of ()rtQIA 

MIAMI DEC 1 S 1959 10/7 - 11/23/59 
TITLE OF CASE 

ROBERT JAMES DWYER 
f CIIABACTEB OF CASE 

IXTO R<lJAS DIAZ 
...,.u.c.1u .. ID 

C!S 

REFERENCE: Report of SA ROBERT JAMES DWYER, Miami, 10/6/59. 
Bureau letter to Department 10/19/59. 
Bureau airtel to Miami 11/23/59. 
Miami airtels to Bureau 11/25/59 and 11/29/59 . 

:~.:-t ·.~ · ~ -. ,, ~ , .. -..-· r:N TO ~, \ OECl' ~SS~IE~ SY -~ 
r. . • ' - P- ON-, ·~.c . «/. . . .'"~.-:,; ~ · .. · . . -.. . , ·q .(II . ,_o \ ~- 1>. ~ ~-

r~;: .. ~.~ . _!•· ·. • '!' -t_;'lli.ATlD~6 . .., v "' ':..1 LEADS . . . . . . . •. . •.• ·• 

. ; IN 1 tii:l VCGvl&NT. V"' ,. ,\ /It ~ 
-~ 10 ,,~.lftAMI = v~-

- ~ . . ·l 5~/t~ 
', . . - . L. rJpJL) 1. Will follow and 

AT MIAMI, FLORIDA 

-~.' a&ai~t s9bject b~V· S. 
• • • J 'f:: J ftV.:~ ., 

('/'' 1f-t., j1J~!WI~dJ ~_i'-Jz~ - 1/J~·f ~ -r•rtli!.f- ~ 
01 , I ~ <' . ~!, .,c. .... ./, 'til y- i 

I ., ' • !.. .,.. .,.A ' . , I '"' {; ~ 
~ - . ,Pf-U" .. 

Coploe made: 

.li 1 }- Bureau t·(~:/~:S726 )(RM) 
--i/'- INS, Miamf tRM) 
1 - U. S. Customs, Miami (RM 
1 - U. s. Border Patrol, 

Tampa, Fla. (RM) 
3 Miami (1;05-1791) 
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' -. . 

MM 105-1791 

2. Will maintain contact with Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, U. s. Customs and U. S. Border 
Patrol regarding activities of subject. 

3. Will recontact LYNN BAIR for further coverage 
.. o_f subject; . ....__ 

. ....._ ....... 
'---. 4. · Will report all details of subject's flight 

to Aruba, ·Dutch West Indies, and any administrative 
action taken against him by Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Miami. 

. ' 

' . . . ~ . 
I 

·'> 

IDENTITY 

INFORMANTS \ 

LOCATION OF. ORIGINAL INF?RMATION . 

' 
It·~- '-t -.r · . ' MM T-1 is LESTER BRUCE THRON, 134-373-Sub A-3,7 

PSI 

MM T- 2 is General MANUEL 
BENITEZ, 60 Palermo, Coral 
Gables, Florida 
(By request) 

MM T-3 is Dr. ALCIDES DE LOS 
REYES, 1674 Southwest 8th 
Street, Miami, Florida 
(By request) 

MM T-4 is CHARLES WILLIAM 
HORMEL, PCI 

Iiis tant_~port, ··pages 1 , 6, 7 
. - ---
Instant report, pages 1,7,9 

134-92 

.... { 
'· . 

.... 

MM T-5 is GEORGE RICHARDSON 
FRANKLIN, 1762 S. W. 14th 
Terrace, Miami 

Instant rep~rt, pages 2,10,11 :':· 
I _) I '·-.. ,. 

(By request) ~ 

MM T-6 ts(MM 639-:3tP.~\ 
I 
! 

Instant report, pages 2,12. ___ ( 

:.··. 
- COVEJ,t PAGE - ,, 
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I ~ ·o:::f - .~~ft'.Ma-ilr) 

c..., ... 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESnGATJON 

1 - INS, Miami (RM) 
1 - U. s. Customs, Miami (RM) 
1 - U. s. Border Pat~ol, ·Tampa·, Fla. (RM) 

SA ROBERT JAMES DWYER omc.. MIAMI 
DEC' l 81959 

AleNa-. 105-1791 BUREAU FILE 97-3726 

'nile. MANUEL C'AL IXTO RQJAS D IAZ 

a ..... • 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 

'ALL INFORMATIO~! CONTAINED 
HEREE'J )S V i~~L.-"·t~-JFI E0-#.2/}.f¥ 
OATE.1-4-.2/is· _____ B·l~~ 

Subject reported to appear person in charge of Cuban 
Department of Logistics in Miami in early 1959. 
U. S. Border Patrol reported subject, on 9/23/59, left 
Nassau, BWI, with passenger and arrived in Miami alone. 
On 9/24/59, subject offered a person $25.00 to retu~ 
a rented airplane which he reportedly used to smuggle 

, l alien into U. S. On 9/25/59, subject repo~tedly . 
flew guns from Ft. Pierce, Fla., to Cuba. MM T-2 ·. - · 
also reported subject flew guns to Cuba on week-end 
of 9/26/59. --~ T-3, in September, 1959~ advised 

~subject has been f~ying guns to Cuba. MM T-1, 

'· 

';in October, 1959,1 -advised subject was flying for forme·r 

/
'CUban Senator ROLANDO MASFERRER and was interested in -
going to Dominican Republic. -~ T-3, in October, 1959,, . 
said some anti-CASTRO leaders considered subject · 
unreliable and dishonest, and that FREDESVINDO BOSQUE, 
representative of General PEDRAZA, was checking on 
subject. On 10/17/59, subject telephonically contacted · 
Miami Office and said his life bad been threatened, and · 
that he wanted protection. On 10/20/59, subject again · 
contacted Miami Office '?d said he intende4 to object 
to U. S. Depar~ent of~t~request ~hat he register 
as agent of foreign principal • .. MM T-4 'advised that 
subject is an associate ~f ORLANDO PIEDRA, former bead 
of Cub~n Military Intelligence. In June, 1959, PIEDRA 
asked MM T-4t··to join subject in smuggling aliens into 
u. s ~ and to point out various air strips in sou them 

' 

. fil• cloc...., ..,..,.. ...,.., NCOilMftefatloa nor cooclnlou ol ear tf,.J, If " f6e ,.,.,., olllt Ill, oal II o loa fo .,.., .,..cr, 
If atl/rw Ill coa,..,. .,. aot fo •• tlhtrl,ufefl fNiftltle ,.., o,..cr. 

Do c l d: 3 230 9 703 P age 4 
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Florida to subject. /MM T-5, on 11/4/59) said he vent to 
Nassau wi~h subject a· ·few weeks previously . iD Cessna 
airplane. · In· Nassau subject met· with RAMIRO -BANGEL, 
Cuban .counterfeiter, and 1'MIKE" ARRUTIA, former Dominican 
Consul in Nassau. · They discussed plan to counterfeit Cuban 
pesos, U. S. notes ·and British pounds. Prior to this 
ROJAS met with NORMAN ROTEiMAN, Miami Beach hoodlum, con~ern
ing making counterfeit money. By letter dated . l0/15/59, 
the U. · S. Department of Justice advised that subject was 

...... · :-~equired_· to register under -Foreign Agents Registration 
~ ~ct. On 11/21/59, U. S. Border Patrol advised .they 
E2 .received information that subject rented airplane and 
~ -flew it to Dominican Republic. ln Dominican Republic 
~ spbject loaded plane ·witb anti-BEtlNCOURT pamphlets to 
AC drop over .. Venezuela. Subject converted this plane in 
~ col ~ ~ Dominican Republic, attempted to fly to Venezuela, be~ 

~g ~- :; :-· ;i_ ,lost, }anded in Aruba, Dutch West Indies, ... and was . ar~ested. 
>- r-- !;;: :~ \ffi L~ T-~! advised that an article appeared in a Spanish 
co <r-- ~) ~ o n·ewspaper stating that subject bad been fined $200.00 by 
f.3 ~~ ~~~ :::1. ~ authorities in Aruba. 
~ cr-. i.:J •...w 0 
!::! .~ 0: ..... 
> ~ 
~ f:S~ oo 

'• 

\ 

-P- .. 
DETAILS: I, 

On September 24, 1959, L~IR, .Green Manaionp 
Motel, Miami Springs, Florida, advisea-he was ~tn employea 

:p"tl"C1t-aDdlffiiw-tlie-sul)j"8C"t-:--8AIR exp laine 4 tba t he came 
to know the subject while working as a f~igbt · instructQr, 
and tha~ be taught the subject bow to fly. · 

BAIR advised that ROJAS was at his apartment 
that morning and wanted BAIR to return a rented plane 
to DuPont Air Interests, Miami International Airport, 
;Mi'ami. 'lbe plane bad been returned by BQB OVERLY, and :: 
was flown by ROJAS, who, when be returned, bit a rock 
and damaged the plane. ROJAS offered BAIR $25~00 to 
return the plane to DuPont Air Interests, to wbich BAIR 
refused. · BAIR said the plane W.s a Cesati.a 172·, and.-bad 
been used by ROJ~S for two days. ROJAS left this plane at 
Regina Aviation Company, Miami Inte~tlo~~ Airport. ROJAS 
bad only four or five hours logged on the airplane's tachometer, . 
bad used it two days · and ·had brought an alien into the · 
Ua.ited States. in this airplane. · 

-2-
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BARRINAT said that during the early part of 
1959, MANUEL RQJAS informed him that the CUba.n. Government 
had formed a De~rtment of,t-Bistics.under the command · 
of captain GASPA .& ONZA~~ZA. BARRINAT was told by ROJAS 
that the Depar e t of Logistics would have persons in .theJ+t~ 
United States who would try to obtain information about ~ 
arms shipments to Cuba, and that this information would be 
turned over to the United States and CUban authorities so 
that they would be able to seize these ·arms. 

. BARRINAT said that ROJAS appeared to be the person 
in charge of the Department. of Logistics' activities.in · 
Miami, and was the person who handled. correspondence with 
captain GONZALEZ IANUZA in CUba. BARRINAT said that the 
only other person known to him t~oco~ected with the 
Department of Logistics was FRANK REZ, a Cuban ~ 
National residing in Miami. · - 1 , ,Jg.z..J ~a;;..;;,(..;;;..(..~-=:.... 

MM. T~l, o~ September 25, 1959, advised that on 
· September 24, 1959, ·early in the morning, MANUEL RQJAS 

retUrned fro.m a flight to Nassau in a Piper Apache airplane 
and landed at Tamiami Airport, Miami. 

MM T-1 said that on September 24, 1959, ROJAS · 
and EVELIO __ .ALPIZAR took a twin-engine Beechcraft airplane 
fro.m St ~- Lucie County Airport, Fort Pierce, Florida, and 
flew over the B. and L Farms near Ho.mestead, Florida, did 
not land, and returned to . '.Dlmiami Airport where . the: 
plane was left during the night. 

MM T-1 advised that the plane was originally 
flown m Ft. Pierce by three Americans, a man named 

. LES THORN, a woman named !~~NIA ·(last name_ un_ known_ ) , and 
another person named WILL~ERGALIS. "'7,/!u_, - \\ ;'":. 

. .. 
f, 

' MM T~l advised that these three persons appar~ntly 
had nothing to do with the use of the plana, and that the : 
plane was to be returned to Fort Pierce, Florida, on the 
eve~ing of Septem~er 25, 1959. 

-5-
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MM-105-1791 

. On October 9, 1959, MM T-1 advised that LES THORN 
had been offered, and accepted, a Job as maintenance man 
and part-time pilot for Compania Dominicans de Avaclon 
Airlines,· Dominican Republic, and would leave for that 
country to take that position. · 

MM.T-1 said that THORN had talked this over 
with ROJAS, who stated that he, too, was interested in 
obtaini~ · such a Job in the -Dominican Republic. ROJAS 
advised·MM T-1 that on ROJAS' authorization, EVELIO . 
ALPIZAR paid $50 o00 to THORJf ' for past services performed. 
MM T-l sa~d that ROJAS is flying for ROLANDO RASPERRER, . 
and that LYNN BAIR, an American pilot, planned to see 
ROLANDO MASPERRER_ the following Mon~y concerning some 
deal.tb~t ROJAS is setting up with MASF.ERRER and BAIR.· · 
MM T-l said it was undoubtedly concerning arrangem~~ts · 
t~ make some illegal f'ligbt _out of' the United States for 
MASFERRER by -BAIR. 

MM T-3, on October 13, 1959, advised that · some 
anti-PIDEL CASTRO leaders -in Miami feel that MANUEL ROJAS 
and certain other individuals -are unreliable and ·dishonest 
in their _dealings with the anti-CAsTRO movement, and that · 
these individuals have been known to collect money to 
carry out anti-CASTRO · activ_ities, but have been using a 
portion of the collected funds f'or their own personal 
benefit. -,~ 

. ~-3 stated that on o~-~'!2, 1959, 
PREDESV , SQUE, a repr~sentat i ve of' General JOSE 
PEDRAZA, s d he was checking on ROJAS conceznbg his 

--- - --reliab-ility and loyalty to the anti-CASTRO movement. 

MM T~3 explained that General JOSE PEDRAZA is 
a former Cuban General in exile in the Dominican Republic, 
and considered the m111tar,y leader of tb~ anti-CASTRO. 
movement. · 

_On October 17, 1959, MANUEL ROJAS telephonically 
contacted the Miami Office and advised SA WILLIAM P. 
KELLY that_ in the morning or that day he _bad received a 
telephone call f'rom .an un1dent_1t1ed · male Cuban, wbo 
threatened his lite. Then later during the morning -

-9-
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he rece.i ved another phone call from an unidentified female · · _.,_ ~

Cuban who asked to meet him at 220 Collins Avenue, Miami 
. : __ . ~- ·. ~ ;.' 

'• 

Beach. 'ROJAS stated he declined this invitation. ROJAS 
·said that during the early ev.ening of October 17, -1959, 
he received another telephone call from the same woman who 
asked ROJAS ·to meet her at· the Toledo Restaurant in 
downtown -Miami at about 9:00 -P.M. 

'ROJAS stated be was very nervous about the 
possibility ' of an attempt made on his lite. He desired 
the P.BI to protect him. ROJAS stated that although ~e was 
very much afraid he might be _assassinated,. be did not · 
wish to notity local police authorities, and he had no 
intention of meeting the unidentified Cuban woman a~ the 
To~edo Restaurant. 

, On October 20, 1959, ROJAS telephonically 
contacted SA WILLIAM P. KELLY, and stated he .had received 
a letter from the Unitea ·states Department or JUstice, 
dated October 15, 1959, requesting him to register· under 
the · provisions of the ·Registration Act. ROJAS stated 
that he intended to contact the Department ot Justice 
and object to this request that he register. (?~ 

On October 25, 1~ ~ T-4 _advised that ROJAS -~~. 
was .an associ~te of ORLANDO. IEDRA, a Cuban exile residing ~ 
in Miami, who was . formerly-· t Chief of the Cuban Military 
Intelligence Service, and (first name unknOwn) MEDINA, b~other, 

.former Cuban Consul General,_ Miami, ANTONIO · MEl>INA ._ · 
. . 

MM '1'-4 said that. in June, -1959, PIEDRA asked 
MPl T-.-4 to Join ROJAS .in flying unidentified persons· out ot 
CUba ~into .the United States and also to point out to ROJAS 
the various airfields and ·airstrips located in Soti~h .. 
Florida that could be used tor such an operation. · 

MM T-5, on November 4, 19S9, adv1&~/1t~~a- ~~~: 
·.te.w weeks prior to that date ROJAS asked~5 to fl~o :'-'. 
NASSAU, which they did, together in a Cess .172 ~ii'P; . . ne · · 
and while _in Nassau, . ROJAS met with . RAMIRO GEL, a~,;~ · · 
.ex-Cuban. politician and counterfeiter, and with ."MIKE" tJ'l'IA, _ 
former ~m1n1can C~nsul in ~assau, and that these three · · . , . 
men discussed a plot. to counterfeit Cuban pesos, United<Qy~:)r.--./IL7uiJ_ 
States notes and British pounds. IL~t.---%/~:;:6. 
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