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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-31889)

FROM: SAC, DETROIT (29- 1432) (P)

' JAMES RIDD "HOFFA‘ '

ﬁﬂ}’ DOMINICK EDWARD BARTONE aka,; ET AL
FRA; ITSP; MF; FBW; CONSPIR&CY

(00 DETROIT)

ReDetel to Bureau and Chicago 1/9/64.

‘Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM for
" dissemination to the Criminal Division of the Department.
Two copies of the LHM are enclosed to Memphis, one of which
should be furnished to WALTER J., SHERIDAN, Special Consultant
to the Attorney General, in accordance with the request of
Department Attorney WILLIAM FRENCH, Detroit. One copy of the
LHM is enclosed for the 1n:|.'orma.jtion of Chicago. OTHER 4.

- Department Attorney FRENCH advised on 1/10/64, that
mor Chicago met with JOSEPH F. VERHELLE, former
! Tes nt of Public Bank, Detroit, at Detroit, 1/ 10/64.
&[?had been equipped with a concealed tape recorder in
accordance with previous arrangements with the Chicago Office,
and he said he recorded as much as possible of his conversa-
tion with VERHELLE, |_ Jreturned to Chicago by American
Airlines the afternoon of 1/10/64.

f

In accordance with previous Bureau instructions, Chicago is to
transcribe the tape from the above meeting and incorporate

the contents in an LHM suitable for dissemination to the
Criminal Division of the Department., Appropriate copies of
the LHM also should be furnished to the Memphis and Detroit

| Divisions so that one copy can be disseminated to WALTER J,

] % SHERIDAN by Memphis 2 E0. WILLIAM JERENCH by Detroit.

ED

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

|CLG SJ-R%Irea.u (Encls, 4 / 7/ g;g‘j"ﬁ)‘*-)(

- Chicago.(29-1999) (Ertl. 1) ¢, 414
2 - Memphis (72-43) (Encls. 2) « LI 20 JEN 11 196% %
1 - Detroit - o TR

VGW:SLZ 'Mo? %ﬂ/ﬁﬂé Criminal Divisit}% — (

m‘? o Ge-¢ PO

Al
2 984 Attention: Mr. Walter J. Sheridan e
Roopa 255
Approved‘ /M %};’%‘U’%ﬂ-{# |
-« 3fecial|/A)ent in Charge , - /& ez ﬂ/g/ B 3,_01__§> :
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DE 29-1432

FRENCH advised that a summary of the conversation between
[:::::;:] and VERHELLE was dictated b to FRENCH's
secretary on 1/10/64, while as en route to the

Detroit Metropolitan Airport to return to! | The
transcript ofi Idictation was made available by

FRENCH for incorporation in the enclosed LHM,

FRENCH advised that from| | conversation with VERHELLE
it appears possible that a future meeting between|[ | and
VERHELLE may take place in Chicago after VERHELLE has contacted
DLE HOFFA, FRENCH will maintain contact with
Efffff:ffﬂconcexning any further developments.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF\J‘USTICE

-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to o - . _
File No. Detroit, Michigan
January 10, 1964

James Riddle Hoffa; _ -.
Dominick Edward Bartone; i
Et Al ' ¥ : i

On January 10 1964, Department Attorney William
P. French of the Criminal Division made available a typewritten
transcript of remarks dictated to Mr,- French s secretary at '
Detroit, Michigan on January 10, 1964, by| | U“ﬁ“ 4
concerning a meeting between[_— Jand Joseph F, Verhelle i
at Detroit on January 10, 1964, Attached hereto is a copy of i
the above-mentioned transcript. :

This document contains neither recommeéndations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are net to . be
distributed outside your agency.

_ ALL INFORMATION Cﬁaﬂm&ﬂ
= X gﬁfmis%ggﬁg g - lsx?
T B ;CJ/:/Q
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Detroit; Michigan
January 10, 1964

Dictated by:

1 met Mr. Joaeph Verhelle at the Detroit Athletic
Club at Mr. Verhelle's request at 11:00 A.M., January 10,
1964. Mr. Verhelle asked me to sit with him in the main
recéption hall and started the conversation by telling me
of some problems that the present Directors of the Public
Bank are experiencing as a result of a four-page memorandum
which Mr. Verhelle presgerited to the Directors yesterday.
The substance ¢f the matter was that the Public Bank has
extended a rather unusual line of credit to a building
improvement firm, which manufactures screen doors and
similar items, and is now in trouble financially. Mr.
Verhelle has alerted the bank examiners, one of whom was
vigiting Mr. Verhelle in Detroit today having come here
from Lansing. I asked Mr. Verhelle if he was going to

again take over the managemeént of the Public Bank, and he
stated that he probably would and felt that most of the

present Directors would be resigning. He stated that the
Directors do not represent the owners of the bank and that
he, Verhelle, did. Mr. Verhelle algo stated he had arranged
far five million dollars of additional equity to be put in
the bank and hence-make the bank solvent. I asked him, "Is
the money coming from Jimmy?", and he said, "Yes." I said,
"Will that be from the Pension Fund?”, and he stated, 'Yes,
it would come through one of the Pension Funds."

‘1 then asked Mr. Verhelle if he had completed the
purchase of the bank that he told me he was buying in our
telephone conversation last week. He stated that he had
made the purchase and that his sons were making application
to move either one of the two banks that they now own to
Downtown Detroit. I tried to find out the name of the bank
which he has just purchased and was unsuccessful, but he
told me that it was down near or in Wyandotte.

After Mr. Verhelle and I talked about Hoffa's
participation in the new banking operation, I then dsked
about Chattanooga. Mr., Verhelle told me that the trial
had just recently been moved down there and we discussed
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the fact that any trial in Tennessee would be a tough one
but that certainly Hoffa would have to win the one in
Tennessee 1f he expected to come through in Chicago. We
talked very specifically about the need for a "f£ix" in
Tennesseée and subsequently a "“£ix" in Chicago, and T asked
Verhelle whether he still wanted me to try to be of any
assistance in Tennegsee. He said yes and wanted to know
something about what could be donme, and we talked about the
fact that if anything were done it would have to be done
way at the top of the State, talking specifically about
Governor Clements and one of his personal assistants and
the fact that the politicians in Tennessee were very
"practical” people. He wanted to know how much money 1
thought it would cost., ' I said at least a quarter of a
million dollars, and he said getting $2 or $3003000s isono
problem. He fuyther wanted to know who would handle this,
and I said I would simply make an introduction to someone.
He stated he felt Hoffa himself should not handle it, ox

" no one who is specifically a Teamster should handle it, and

it ghould be someone like himself and later talked in temms
of he, Joe Verhelle, taking care of the matter on Hoffa's
behalf. :

He stregsed in the conversation the need for not
giving my name to Hoffa and maintaining arm's length
relationships all along the line. He also was concerned
about how he might meet whoever it is that the arrangement
would be made with and, on the other hand, stated that,
"Well, I know how to handle this sort of thing", and he
would arrange a time and place where there wouldn't be
public record of their meeting, etc.

Then Mr, Verhelle talked about the fact that
Jimmy Hoffa was not in Chicago today, and I think mentioned
that he might be here in Detroit. In any case, he specifically.
mentioned that two of the negotiators were here in Detroit
today and he would meet with one of them and find out when
he, Verhelle, should come to Chicage and digcuss the Chatta-
nooga situation with Hoffa and indicated it would be within
the next three or four days, that he would call me and
arrange to meet with me in Chicago. The negotiator whe is an
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attorney and a part of the contract negotiating team in
Chicago, lives three doors from Mr. Verhelle in Grosse
Pointe; and, according to Mr. Verhelle, always knows where=-
ver Jimmy Hoffa is and what he is doing at any time and
that this is the way he would arrange the date. At another
part in the conversation we talked about the fact that
Verhelle would discuss the Chattanocoga "fix" with just
Hoffa and the top attornay who 1s representing Hoffa in
Tennessee, and Verhelle's description of this attorney

was that he 1s a man from this area, this area being
Detroit, and in a sentence or two later mentioned the

name Haggerty. I agsume thie refers back to which of

thegse men is the attorney in charge.

Then I talked to Mr. Verhelle about the selfish
reason that I personally would have in wanting to help
Hoffa, which was to make sure that the Welfare Fund loan
for the purchase of the Sinclair 0il Building in Chicago
would in fact be approved and stated, on the other hand,
that the two didn't necessarily have to tile in together,
Then; momentarily, Mr. Verhelle assumed that 1 meant every-
one on the Welfare Fund Board should know about the "{ix"
in Tennessee and we straightened out the fact that these
would be private situations, although a favor in one place
could be returned in another place. I gave Mr. Verhelle
the financial data regarding the Sinclair 0il Building
sale, and he stated that he would talk to a couple of men
on the committee and would be in a position to move on
that matter as soon as he got to Chicago.

Mr. Verhelle excused himself and upon returning
- suggested that we go into lunch, and I opened the luncheon
conversation by asking if he had seen the article in the
Cleveland newspaper about Dominick Bartome. He had not
seen it and was very interested in knowing on what charge
pominick was being jailed and seemed very much relieved
that it was on a probation violation. He then told me
that he, Verhelle, had been told by someone in the Federal
offices in Petroit that Bartone could be convicted on income -
tax violation. Apparently this was someone who either was
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a member of the Grand Jury or cbﬁnected with the Grand
Jury. . He said he knew this to be a fact.

Then, for no reason at all, he told me that
he had just recently bought a new house in Grosse Pointe
from the builder and resold the house to Mr. Bufalino,
whom he identified as the head of the Teamster operations
in Detroit; and he did this as a favor to Bufalino because
of the restrictive sales in the Grosse Pointe area wherein
Italians, Negroes, Jews, etc. are very much discriminated
against and he wanted to do Bufalino a favor. He also
told me, '"You know, there are 15 or 16 of the top mobsters
for the whole country right here in Detroit. They don't
do anything hexre in Detroit but do things all over the
country. Some are pretty close neighbors of mine."

Verhelle specifically brought up the fact that
it seemed inconsistent with Mr. Johnson's political past
that he should be making State of the Union speeches that
talk in terms of saving money ané cutting down on graft
and this sort of thing, and eaid, "This man of all people
to be talking like that." Actually, later at lunch,
Verhelle stated that a company that he, Verhelle, either
owns or partially owns just got a contract in Washington
that over a period of five years will run as high as
one billion dollars and this contract did not come from
McNamara but was specifically given by Johnson to Verhelle's
partner in Washington. He called him a man that I've been
coaching, or my man that I've been coaching in Washington
went directly to Johnson and Johnson gave the contract to
usge.

1 asked Mr. Verhelle whether Triscaro could make
Dominick keep guiet. He said, "Heck no"; that apparently
it took someone much higher up and indicated Triscaro was
very i1l and that he locks terrible and when he saw him a
couple of weeks ago he was hesitant even to ask Triscaro
how he felt because he looked so bad.

Just in general conversation - Recently when
Hoffa gave a talk to some businessmen (as much as maybe
six months ago) he impressed this group of businessmen,
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