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(Type in plain text or code) I 
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AIRMAIL I 
I 

AIRTEL 
Via - ---:------

· {Priority or Method of Mailing) 

--- - -- ------------~---~~------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-3la89) 

. . . . . 
FROM: SAC, DETROIT (29-1432) (P) 

JAMES RIDDAOFFA; ,• ~ 
DOMINICK EDWARD .BARTONE, aka.; ' ET AL 
FRA; ITSP; ·.MF; .FBW; . CONSPIRACY 
( 00: DETROIT) 

ReDetel to Bureau and Chicago 1/9/64. 
. . 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are ·4 .copies of an LHM for 
· dissemination to the Criminal Division of· the Department. 

Two copies of the LHM are enclosed to Memphis, .orie of ~ich 
should be furnished. to WALTER J. SHERIDAN, Special Consultant 
:to the Attorney 'General, · in ~ccordance .w~ th .· the request of 
Departm~nt Attorney WILLIAM FRENCH, Detroit'. One copy of the 
LHM is enclosed for the infor.ma:tion of Chicago; · OTHER 4 . 

. . 
Department Attorney FRENCH advised on 1/10/64, thatl 

~~ lof Chicago met .with JOSEPH F. VERBEL~, for~~-e-r--~ 
-~ lpresiaeni of Public Bank, Detroit, .. at D~t·roit, '1/10/64. 
'Q_;I lhad been equipped .with a · concealed t·ape recorder in · 
. acco~dance with previous arrangements with the Chicago ·office, 

and he said he recorded as much as possible of 'his conversa·-
.tion w.ith VERHEL~. I !returned to Chicago by Americtn 
Airlines . tpe afternoon o~ 1_71~/6~ . . _. _ . ._.. /;t 
In accordance with previouS Bureau instructions, Chicago is to 
transcribe the tape from the. above meeting and incorporate 
the contents in an LHM suitable for ·dissemination to the 
Criminal Division ·of. the Department. Appropriate copies of 
the LBM also should be furnished to the Memphis and Detroit 
Divisions so that one copy can be disseminated to WALTER J. 

f . SHERIDAN by Memph~s zt one WILLIAM ~CH by .pe~roit. 
"E'l.: ·cT -~RE- G~J..q.- )/ Q (}"4 · tf) f"\.; 
.£JJ..". ·.u 3 :.. BUreau (Encls. 4 ~I= =-=f!: 4..::'~V{Q 

- Chicago . (29-1999) 1. 1) "' \\~ · · 
2 - .Memphis (72-43) (Encls. 2) .c.. - . ·zo Jf:N 11 196'4 ~ 

iG;:~~roit?·{ili~.Jk;1·-4~ .Crimin·~ Divisio~ ~·,... . r:~=r.~ .. · . • t.J ,yJ 
· · ' ~--(: // I ' · t 

· · A ') 9o4Attention: Mr; Wal:er·.J . eridan · · -~b "' 
/.~- no~, ~J/~ JJU__. . · // 

Approved: ----~-7f'L--"~-----~Ifnt -~~ ~" Per ~ .... ~ ~~- ~.<:/ 
ecial 'A ent in Charge / _. /~ --~_g ?//~-e- . v c::;- Y./ 

/ r-e- ~::;-r, ~-~ 
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DE 29-1432 

FRENCH advised that a summary of the conversation between 
I I and VERHELLE was dictated b:v~ I to FRENCH ' s 
secretary on 1/10/64, whi1etas en route to the 
Detroit Metrovolitan Airror to return to~ I The 
transcript of dictatioll ''was mae available by 
FRENCH for incorpor.ation in the enclosed LHM. 

FRENCH advised that fro~ I conversation' with VERHELLE 
it appears possible that a future meeting between I Lan4 
VERHELLE may take place in Chicago after VERBELLE ~~s. co~tacted 
JAMES RijDLE HOFFA. FRENCH will maintain contact with 
I _concer.ni!lg any . f~ther developments. · · · 

f' 

- 2 -

OTHER 4 

NW 45712 Docid:32310 076 Page 3 



'i 

I 

--

In Reply. P lease Refer to 
File No. 

r , ... -'""\_ 
UNITk o STATE S DEPARTMENT OF \_,-<J STICE 

-FED E RAL BUREA U O F INVESTIGATION 

Detroit, ·Michigan 
January 10., 1964 

Jaines . RiddleHoffa; 
DOminick Edward Bartone; 
Et Al ~-

On January 10, ·1964;··nepartment ·Attorney- ·william· 
P. ·French. of theCriminal -Division made · available · a.· tn;ewritten 
~ranscript of reDi~rks dict·ated to Mr . ·French's secretary· at . 
Detrolt~ · · ~tichigan on January 10. · 1964, -~byl I 
concerning ·a· ·meet~lig ·between I land . Joseph F·~ · verJielle·· 
at Det~oit on January 10; .196•: Attached hereto is a copy ef 
the .. above-mm.-tioned transcript. · 

. . . • . . . ,; ...... . . 

This document contains neltJier recommendations nor·· 
conclusions ·of the FBI. It .is the ·property" of the FBI· and is· 
loaned to your agency; it·. arid its contents are not to . be 
distributed outside your agency. 

' . ;,~::.: 

... , .. 

r 
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•1'. ' • • ••• • . . .. .. . 

»..~troit ,_ fl!chigan 
Ja.rtu~u · 10 ": 196·4 

Di~_tate.d byi 

I 

I met Mr... Joseph Ve:t:helle .at th~ Detroit ~thletic 
·~lub at: Mr., "V'e1Zhel,le._$. req¥J~s~ · at 11:96. A..~ •. , January 10; 
1964. Mr. Verhelle asked .me .te sit with him in the main · 
~ecept.i.6n hAl,l ···antt". ·$tatteel th~ .c;:onve~aatian by'· .t~lling me 
ef seme pra,blems tha,t the p·ret,;ent j;)~rectors· Qf tthe :Public 
Bank 3re ~~er~~nci~g a$ . a : t:.~s~lt o.f a four~~g~ memorandum 
which J"lr. V~+llelle._ :p.re.~ented ·tQ . tJ;le Direc&orf;l ·yester~y. 
The substance ·.of the. utter . wai ... tihat the PUblic Barik has 
e~tended a liathe.r u.rius\laf line: ·o£. · e~edi;t t ·o a bu.ltct;ng 
imprgvem~nt f~~,. ~-i~h manufa~tti~es s¢reen -d~or.s and 
$:1inila.r· item~h ari4 is· now· in ~'F9ubl¢' fin4.n¢i41ly. Mr. 
Ve'I'helle has alerted the- -bank .eKam:iners · one of Whom was . . . . . . . .. . . . , . . . .. . 

visiting Mr. V~rh~ll~ irt Detroit t~d4y ha~tng came h~~e 
frQm i,ansing. l ask~~ Mr. Ved;u~ll~· if be _Wa:s -going t ·o 
again tal~~ over ~he managetilent of' 'tbe: 'l>uhii'Q ~n~., . ~nd he 
sta.ted t~t h~ p~obably WO\.ild:.and· f~lt . th~t most of the 
p:rf;!aent :Dilrectors WOl.lld be res.igning. Me $tated that the 
D·i~eQtors g~· not rep:r;esent -the owne~e of tQ.e ~nk and tti,at . 
he,. ·verhelle, did.. ~r. Verhelle ii1$.o st$t~d- he had· arranged 
~or five m:U,lion · dpllflr$ of addi~ional equlty to b.e put in 
the bank and hence··-make the bank 'solvent. I asked h-i.in · "Is . . . . . . . ·~ 

the money coming frOD) J•y?'\ and h~ Si.liel,. "Yes·." I s~id, 
u · ·1· 1· · ha b . f · h·· -.. · .a .. , d . .., · d .. h · · · d " W~ ·· t · • e ·rom ·t e P~ns~on i\ln ~ , ~n · e. stat:~ · , Ye~~-
i1; would c«ne thJ;ough one. af the· fttms·ian Funds." 

. i thet.l a:sked M~:. Vern¢'1le ;tf he ha(lt c01nplet~d th~ 
purc;:ha$e Qf ·~he ·banlt that he. ta.ld me be W<i$ , baying ~n our 
telephot1e, c.onv¢rsa~_ion last. weeR. He state<! that he ~d. 
made. the pur.ehase anc;i tl¥it his sons were m~king application 
·to move e·:i;ther one ot: the tt4'0 banlt~ thatt ~hey now· own 1:o 
Dotmt.o.Wh -ne.troit. I triecl to f~nd out the ~~ ·c:>f the: b~nk 
wh1;ch l}£:1 h$s just purehai!e4 and wa~ u~$uece~s·ful ~- but he 
tolQ me that it ~s qoWn near or in wyandotte. 

After Mt:. 'Ver.:helle and l talked about lic.lffa • s 
-P~liticipation in the net~ banking Qpet"liltiQn, 1 then dsked 
4bout .¢battal'J.OOga-. _Mr. V~rh¢.ll.,e. ttol~ m~ that ~he trial 
b4d jqSt recently .bee.n moved down· thet"e and we 'Cii$cuS's~d 

. ·- ··- ...... ... .. - I 

I 
OTHER 4 

. I 
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~lie ~ae.·t t.~t. ~ny ~rial ~n Tenn,es~s~e WQ\114 be 4. tough one· 
putt tfuit celtt;&tnly i{o~-fa ~·1.4: ~v~ .to ·Win the· on~ in 
Tennesse~ tt ·M. ~~c:)c;.ted. t;Q ~-~· ~:t·ll~ough ;in ¢hicagQ·. Wfi! 
talked very· 'SP~~lii¢c:lily abou·t, the n~e4 ~~11": • · '•ft~:'' in 
Wetm~s:see ancf :$~bseque.ntly a ··••ftr' tn (Jh:tcago, ~ncl I a.sl<Qc.J.· 
Verh.ell~· whet.her :he· ·st.:i-11 wan~e4. m.~ to. try t:·o · b~ ·of ~ny 
assis.taiu:e i.·n ·~.en.n~ese£\. :Ji(i! s.9ti'd y•Q: and wa:n~•d ~9. kn~w 
$01'ile~h.ing ~bout what cOl;lld ~e. 4t?ne. 41.1\d w~ t:alked .ab~ut ·the· 
ftiC1;t .th~t · if a,nyth1ng ~re-re . don~. it W9\llcl· h@v~ to 1>~ (ipn¢. 
·WclY ~t: ~h~· top ·~~ the $t~te., eal~i~~ .sp·ecific~lly 4beui; . 
G6vexno.r Qle.lllEmt$ ana :t.;n~ .of ht.-s per$onal ·assist.a.nta ;£nd 
the ~a¢t t,llau 1;he po.l~ticians in .Tennees·ee· w~re very 
"•praotd.c~lt-f .pe~1-e. ~: - W<:ln~$d to kpQW. how ·mtiC.h money 1 
thou~h.t . it W'Q\11~ cost t / '1 111~14 at le$~·t; ~· qu§l~ter of a 
million ~Qll~t-ih. ii;nc.\ be· .$~1(!1 getting $.2' o~ $.l9:0q(,OO.Os tsono · 
pro\;>l$ir. lie fu~t~~ .. want~d to. ~f?W. who would.. ~n4l.e th~i·; 
~ntf ·x e;a.,i.cl I. ~ld- $i:mply .make .an· int:~roduQtien to someone. 
He s¢~·ted ~~ ~~1~ H~ffa ntms¢lf $:hould not . hc\ndle: !Lt~ or . 
~o on~ who is specifically · ~ i,J:e,~at~r ~hould handle it., and 
it should be semeone· like himself and later talked in tenns 
~£ he, jee. ·verhelle.;_ t~~iQg eare <l>f ~n~· ~tt~~ on Ho~f~' s . 
b~h,~lf·· . 

•He stresst!d in the .cz:onve:1tsatton the ne·ed £or .not 
givin& my . name. tQ~_ Hoffa c.1i1d ma.inta:l.tupg ~xm' tl leil$th 
~El!lationshtp.s all -~long the li.l;'le. He ~l.eo wa.s coneernfi!d 

.apo~t hf.lw he .. J:tl:tsP-11: til¢.et Wheever i.~ -is·. t~t th~ ~~r,~_ngement 
w.oulf! b~ ma<t~ t4~h arid,- en the . . otne~ hand:, s-ta~~d: .that.,: 
''W~ll ,. t kn9w hQw ~~ bantll.~ this ·$ort ()'f thing''.;·. ana he 
woul4. an~ge· $ . . ~i.me .and: placca Wher_e thefe W.Ou;Ldn·'t be. 
p'lll>li¢ . ~~·co~ -9~ theit ~e~_ting:~ e.to. 

\. . . 

Thett M:t:. ·Vel!lt~l.le ~~lke.4. about ·th~. fac~. tha..t 
Jitmny Hofft:t t4as. ·no~ in ¢hi¢"'go t~~Y ;: and l . t;hink ·me~tioned. 
.111~~ ~- ~~ght l;>.e . l.i~~ .itt »etroit~- -xn any ea..·$.e ·, be· :$p~eifie$ll;y _ 
ment.iQrte~ tb4t t~ <;>£ ·th~- n~goti(\tots wet:e b$re. ia ·».e..t;roi1;. · 
today and hE;!. · W$2 ld· ·meet w:Lth ·one· ()f them 4nd ·f.ind· Qu.t wb~n 
he.; .V~rhel~e,,. ~~hCNl-4.. a~~ t~ -¢111C4.g(l ·~n4 d.i$~~.s- :th.a ¢ha;tta._- , . 
pooga ·s..~tua~~<:;rt With .R~~fa ~n4 indi~a:ted it would. b~ wi~hin 
the n~xt ~hr~~ ·Q:r ·fcmt :&1-y.i?'• th4t h~ would ea:ll II,l~. and 
~1f.l:.~11g.e: to .nt-ee.~ wit~ me in .Chi¢ti$O·• . ~hE! negotU.to~ who i~ .an 

~ 
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. attemey and .a · part of the contra.ct negotiating team in 
Qh~c-gc>:• live&. ~ree 4oo1:s £~Ci,JD1 Mr. v~~helle .. in G~osae 
Pointe; apd., a~cotcU.ng to *. Verhfl;llle.; al-.ys kn<lwe wtu~re•· 
vet· ..fi.nlmy Hoffa is an4 ~t he is doing at any 'time anci 
that this is the way he would an-ange the date. At anothe~ 
part in . ~he convers~tion we· talked about the fact th$t ~ 
\ferhelle 'WQUld ·4ba.otiS$ Ul\e Qhat.tanooga "-fix'' ·with just 
Hoffa ·~n~ the ; top at.torney l'iho is repre~ent.ing Hoffa in 
Tennees.ee·, an~ Verbelle' s 4'escri:ption of this attorney 
was that. he !l!s .a man from thi$ area, this a1;.ea being 
Detroit.,. ~cf in a $¢nt.ence or two later· mention¢d the 
name Haggerty. 1 assume· thi-s refer~ back to. Which o.£ 
these· men is the et.t,orney in charg~. 

Then I talked to Mr. ·Verhelle about the selfish 
rea$On t~t t pe.rsooally would have 1n wan~ing ta help · 
Hoffa., which ~s to make sure that the Welfare VUnd loan 
for the purchase of the Sinclair Oil nuilding in Chicago 
would ill ~,act .be ~pprov~d~nd· $tated, on the othe~ band, 
tha.t the· two didn't! nec~ssa.~ily have to ti;e in together. 
Then., momentarily; Mr. Verhe11e a,ss.l;Uned that 1 me~nt every• 
one. on the .Welf{l.re ~nd $aar~ should know about ~he "fix'i· 
in Tennessee and we straightened out the fact that the~e 
would be private situations, altho~gh · a favor in on~ place 
coul~ be returned in anQther place. I gave !4r· Ver~lle 
the financial data regarding the Sincl~ir Oil BuilcH,ng 
sale, and he stated th4t he would talk to ~ ~ouple ~f me.n 
on the· CQIDlllittee an~ would be. in a position to. move .Qrt 
t~t matte~ ~s soon as be got to Qhicago. 

M~. verhelle e.xcuse4 h~s~lf a~d upqn ~etuJDing 
fiiuggeste<i that we go into luneh; and t C)pen~d the luncheon 
conve~sation by asking if he had seen the a~ticle in ~he 
~levelan4 ~ewspaper about Dam~nick Ba~tone. ~ had not 
seen tt a,nd was ver.y interested· in knowtng on whl;l~ charge· 
J)emil\ick· was being j~iled and seemed very much r~'lieve·d 
that it was on a prcpbat.icn violatiqn. He then told . ~e 
t;ha~ he, V.~rh~lle, hac! been tqld by $omeone. in the ted.~ral 
offie$.s, in 'Detrc>tt that Bal"t.one could be ~onviet:ed on incame · 
tax vtolati.on. Apparently this was s(llleone who either was 

.r 

- 3 -
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·a ~~be~ of th~- ·cran'd J~i'y o~ ~q~e~ted wtt.h the {?}!'and 
Jury. ··, ae said he. knew this' ~0. ···b.:ij a faet. . ;. : . 

. . 
. l'hen:,. for no ._re~~n;on 4.t ··:all, he told me .th$t 

he ha~ j~st ltec;ently · baught .a n~w house in GToss·e .Pointe 
·from t;he ouilder ~rid resQl~ the ·11~s·e to .;Mr. · :SUf~lino-, . 
~enn he · id~ntified ~s ~he hea~ of the ·Te&xlst·er· ope.rations 
in ·Detroit; and h~ did. thi~ a~ a. -: f~voXt to ~.fal.ino. because 
of the re·stri'ctive sal.es· ilrt the· :Grosse Poin'te area -wherein 
it~l~~ns, . Negroes, Jews.~ ~tc. a~~- .very tWch discrimin~ted 
aga,nst and he wanted to 'do ~uta·J;·:tno a favor, He alec) 
~old ·~e-, "'iou .know,. t.h¢r:e ~-lie 1$· -Qr 1~- o~ ~he· tap · mobste:rs 

• ' • • • 0 ' t 
~or· the who.le C9.untry right her~' in D.etrait .- They 'dan e· 
do anything ·h;er~ in Det~oit but . do things all .over the 
~ouptry. $ome are pli'etty close n~ighbo1;s of mine·;" 

Ve·rhelle ·s.p.ee.ii-ically brought up ·the f~Qt . tru~:t . , . . .. . . ... ; 
it s~emed in~~nsistent with Mr. Johnson s political past 
that he ~hould be making State -of the Union ~peeehes that 
talk in ~enis of ·saving money an$ cutting dpwn on ·gra·ft 
and tht,s $Ort of thing,. and s~iq, ''This ~ of ail · people 
to be talking itke that.u l\ctuatly, later at lunch, 
.Yerhelle .~.tated. thl;lt a company ·that he, Verhelle, either 
owns G~ partially qwns just got a ·cont~act in washington 
that over -~. perioa of five y~a.::r;s: ·wtl~ wn es high as 
·on~ bill~on doila~s ~n4 this contra.ct did. .not. came _fram . 
·McNamara but WClS spe·ciftcally giyeil by Johnson tp Verhelle •·s 
partne~ -in ·washington. He call~d him a man that 1:'-'ve been 
coaching, or ~y .. :.man that I • ve been coaching in Washington 

.went dtttectl;y- to Johnsen and· .:Jonnp'Qn ·g~ve t~e Q.Pntr~ct to 
u·s. 

I ~s~ed Mr. Verhelle· Whe~her Tris¢~ro Qould make 
:D(i)ltlilii~k lceep quiet. He said·,. ·''Heck ·nQ";· th.ft .apparently 
it top~ $ome9nf;l mucn ·bigh~'t .up and. indicatecl ·trtsca?to . ~s 
very i1l ,and that he looks terr.ible and wben h~. saw. him' a 
coupl~· c;>f week$ ago he wa.s ~~sit~pt ~en to a_sk T;riscaro 
how he felt because he. looked $.o. ba4. 

_Just in general · conv·~rsatiem :· · Recep~'ly -~en 
Hoff~ gave a t~lk ta same busin~ssmen ·(a.s much . ~s- maybe 
~ix month$ ago) he · inlpressed thi~ . gl:'O'Up of bti.sinesemen~ 

·- 4 ~ 
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