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UNil s;.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU .... fiCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

CON~ENTIAl 

NORMAN E. BLISS 
9/14/67 

Office: MIAMI, FWRIDA 

151-186 Bureau File fl.: 151.-3208 

Several Miami acquaintances of the 
applicant variously described him as 
untrustworthy, lacking in integrity, un- . 
reliable, emotionally immature and lack­
ing in character. Unfavorable credit 
informaUon. set out re Sears-Roebuck, . 
Miami, Lfonfidential informant furnished 
information re trip by applicant to Guate­
mala, during which he drank excessively 
and · sp;it,e~f U.S. Government in derogatory 
manner )Informant reported most of appli­
cant's riends in Miami have been soldiers 
of fortune who do not have excellent 
reputations. 

- RUC -

DETAILS: 

Investigation reflected in this 
report was conducted by Special Agent (SA) 
NORMAN E. BLISS at Miami, Florida, except 
where o~herwi~~:-~-~t~-~~d •.. 

···- ···· 

This case was referred to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) by 
the Civil Service Commission (CSC) under 
the provisions of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended. 

' 

cormfENTIAl ~-
This document c o ntalns neither recommendations nor conclu s i o ns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t o 
your agency; it and its cont e nts are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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,, CONFI~·TIAL ' 
close supervisbn of others; the applicant could do 
a creditable job. - However, he qualified his recom­
mendation of the applicant by pointing out that he 
would want to see him hired by the u.s. Government _ 
only if it is found that he has matured greatly in. i & /.tv-
the past ye~rs. . . I " ' ~~ r/ 

Close Pers~nal Associate _ _ ~[l!j:!!--
ROBERT ~~ROWN, 1925 SW 4th Street, advised 

that he has known .n.~ ap:p_n'"cltrr:t=s"ince--1~96'2~ -nd=regards 
him as a soldier of fortune and an adventurer who has 
earned a reputation .for his wild flights of fantasy 
and his occasional uncouthness. He stated that the 
character of tl!e' applicant is highly questionable and 
he commonly tells people things which he knows are 
not the truth. He stated that the applicant is a 
very impressive person physically, being approximately 
6'5"- tall and well proportioned. He is quite intelli­
gent, well read, and well versed in military infor­
mation. However, BROWN stated that because of the 
many times he has seen the applicant stretch the truth, 
he would hesitate to recommend him, for any position 
where the applicant's personal reports of a situation 
would have to be accepted. He stated that in his opinion 
the applicant could ~e a very valuable man if his 
trustworthiness and truthfulness could be depended upon. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

On August 10, 1967, Confidential Informant 
MM T-1 who is acquainted with a number of the persons 
who have been connected with anti-CASTRO activities 
in the Miami area, and who has participated in such 
acti-vities himself, advised that he has known the appli­
cant since approximately 1960, or 1961, at which time 
GERALD PATRICK HEMMING was the leader and organizer of 
a group of soldiers of fortune and adventurers organized 
for the purpose of attempting to help overthrow the 
CASTRO regime in Cuba. This group was named Inter­
continental Pene~ration Forces (Interpen). 

MM T-1 advised that HEMMING is a young man 
of considerable intelligence and an unusual amount 
of resourcefulness, arid makes an excellent first impres­
sion on people. However, he is a man of little or no 

, integrity and character, who will resort to violent 

6 - CONFIQENTlAl 
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MM 151-186 

or devious. means in order to atta. in his. ends. (He reported . . J~ 
t. hat in a. pproximately 1964, HEMMING a.n.d severaT of his V/ . . v-·~ 
friends raided the home of au an revolutionary anti-· .~ 
CASTRO individual named CA LO ZARRAGA. During this . 
raid, which was planned by . , e of HEMMING's 
men held a .45 automatic pistol at the head of ZARRAGA, 
while the others stole a numberof machine guns and 
rifles and put them in their cars. A few minutes 
later, for some unknown· reason, HEMMING had a change 
of heart and had his men.return the weapons to ZARRAGA's 
home.J~~) . . 

According to MM T-1, in app~· ·mately 1961, 
HEMMING, with one of his men named DIC ATLEY, and 
an unknown third party, obtained some sto en checks 
which they were disposing of in variods stores in the 
Miami area. HEMMING always stayed in.the car during 
this operation, but WATLEY got picked up, found guilty 
in court, and giv~n a suspended sentence. (A )(.(..t..} 

In 1963, MM T-1 recalled, HEMMING was 
instrumental in getting up a group of men to go on a 

.search flight to Guatemala for two Americans who were 
m·\..._~ing on a flight o One .of these mEm was ALEXANDER 
I~ORKE, whose uncle, a judge in the state<::: of New 
York, came--to Florida in an effort to find out what 
happened to RORKE. HEMMING, hoping to get money from 
RORKE's uncle and also from the insurance company 
which had covered the lost plane, set up the above 
described search flight, which was conducted in a 
rented. DC-3 plane. (9'.1 ~.) 

When t~ plane, containing pilot, co-pilot, 
an insurance ~lJlpany man, HEMMING, HEMMING's. close 
friend, JUST~ILSON, and several others arrived at 
a military ba~~~n guatemala,....,HEMMING and DAVIS 
jumped off the plane wear~ng UoS. Army type fatigues 
and HEMMING was carrying a shotgun. The entire party h, ) 
was then questioned by Guatemalan mili ~ary men, and~}~ 

PI L/~ 
- 7 -

CONF~ENTlAl 
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Confidential informant utilized in this 
report, who was acquafnted with persons in the anti- 1 ... , 1 CASTRO activities of the Miami area, is [MM 639-S J (¢....,~ 
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