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Ar,r! :(·nrc·:~.!.'1 .<~~~-· !. u-N ~:;c,NT\'\.1-N?~rr 
::.1 ·· ·· -'-~; ;:: . t~~_.;·:~·. ~: . : ·: :; ~IFil~D ~Rtt · ~ 
~ ''"''' ' " ' "'""" ~:~;~t3~' 1~619 • . . .• ·, · .. ~t~ 

1-3-61 ~JiUl']}!ARY_{U;F-987-s" lJ:;J Tuesday ··· · ' · · ···• ~~ 
9: 33 am (C~Al}'DE LEBEL ~~AAC~U~S de BE~TJMARCHJU~, French· ' Fore ~g~ .. ;. . ;; _,.t_·.ir_,':'_:_:_ 
3 - OG IVJ:lnlstry, Parl~brll'gl-ng to :br,..s attentlon the followlng :¥-c . · ! .';_:~·:!~; .. ;. 
28-28 goof: A memorandum from the (JFo~ign) Minister's _pTfice¥J. . · .:._::': .. :: 

has bee}) received in Nm·J York byLtbe French UN De.lf:igationJ<S) . ·.. 1:'::\ 
The memorand~ enclosed an envelope fr~(ihe Elyse-e '( Palay·el.}s.J · ~?··?: 
addre.;c::sed to l.lhe President of the U. S ') New Yor:K.·· Tni13, . . · r.;;_;_··, , 

11:03 am 
9 - OG 
12-10 

(1EBET¥Jxplains, is @e GAULLE 1 s Seasons reetings. to .EISENHOWERJS) ! ~;'~ -~ : 
and because of, the~f has not been received([t 'the.Embass~ .. j(~\\ 
until today. [LEBEL tes that the mist~ke originally w.as -.. t· "' 

J.11ade by (lihe Elyse~ ~which thought that ~he Preside,ui:) · of the . rr::, 
u. S~~ives at New York, but~hat does not e*cuse ~he ; 
l'1inistry (of Foreign Affair~from forwar~~g it to : NevJ 
York rather than Washington. IDEAUHARCHAI~i\1 handle · 
it. (see 11:4.5 am, l~-31-60,(FR16290)(Frendi~~fiJ)/hld 

(E,LAUDE LEBEL'S secretary to the secretary of Hr. ERNESTO . 
THALIVIANN, NinU,_ter, Charge d'Affaires a,d in.,terim, Em~~sy 
of Sl-Ji ~erla~lsayin~that in response,._; to.L'rmE ~LrviA,:tiU~ #foequest 
to see ~EBEL, THALNANl' may come to see I]JEBEL nm..r~ 4--

. IJFrench) CS) HLD/hld · 

: · .. · 

. •' ·(~ . 

~ -- ~ . . . ~ 
11:3.5 am fTvrme DTJ.N.CA1·U_to __ U1r.s. PHI~..J~P§}, State Department, telling her 
L+ - OG 'that WUBATzJ:.( chauffeur.Jj"'J~as just called from the airport to 

report that l:).e. is. at Cus~oms ml ~hat sor;1eone has tal{en off 
ffihe seal fro~ a_dlplomatlc ba Nhi~~ arrlves every week con­
taining newspapers. [-trs. PHIL ~lf3J~{ 11 c all,Cus toms to clear 
j_t, but she asks that_1.f1me DUNAll.f'!J'end her a no~'-on it.' 

{Frme DUNCAN1gives the(ID (ph) number as 17.5558~) -
~) (English) HLD/hld . 

.... 
-~ ·' 
~- - :~ 
;. ' 

----------------------------~--------------------------
_ _j . 
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(frf} SUHNARY - CONT'D [v.IF-987-S.;:- )j$) 

' .. , 
•'t:: 

'vJashington, D •. ·G. 
January 3, 1991 
Tuesday · 

'. 
': ,. 

ED\cfARD Jv'iORGAN ( Amer~ can Broadcasting Compai1y) t_.o [CLAUD:t;:c~·,(s._ .... 
LEB L as J.n r ""i!~'clarification fOr the French posi tioru. ~· 
on t e aos situation and noting ffiat even as late as last 
night, . ccording to (New York) Times reports this morning,_.-
the Bri 'sh and the French on one side and (the 1J.,S.). on 
the othel" differed as to the need to the need to re-
establish the (International Control) Commission artd also-. 
on the fact -that the French and the British up to rtm...r have· 
taken the vievJ that a neutralist government is the only .' 
thing to do Hhereas the Americans have taken the view that 
a pro-Hestern neutral (Government) is the base {upon which 
to build). . 

l;iThe question of th~fomrr:dssion, {J,EBEL repliesf{s so~1thing on which the frrw.chjilave no(extraordinary hard. viewszrvchat is 

i I, 

to say,GJ(France_J-!iconsi ders it a matter of procedure or 
diplomacy, but it has very little to do with 1r1hat [~~cei}(s) 
feels to be the real solution of the problemo {fJEBE'!J"'thinks 
he is right in sayin.a- that .kf. everybody agre.ed to,.JC'O ~s ~­
matter of .procedure fFrance_F'would not ~agree; fi_France~SJ 
is not pre..r<1ing.it, lt.is.not [France's..r"Teal·pre2ccU:patiop. 
But, (.LEBEI.;,LContlnues, 1 t 1s absolutely true that {(France}fl_i_s 
intfavor or a·· .. neutralist govern.'TI. ent, and it has been refffirmed, 

/ffi those terms bu~ very close to it, in an ~FP telegram Br 
~esterday afternoon, which is quite visibly inspired a the 
LQuaj_ d 1 0rsay (French rvrinistry of Foreign Affairs).)S) 

fLEBEL*ffers to send a copy of this (.AFl- telegranf~o r-1~RGAN r 
'tut Iv10RGAN declines because he has seen a di sDanh in the 
Times Hhich probably has the same. information-. 
~ - ~) 
\,;!;:EBEL does not think he can say much mor'e at presen!J ~xc~pt 
for ,_2ne P~lft: there have been a numb~ of reports abou't 
the l!renc}_l.rposi tion being that [Francer-?ravored a c,gali ti on 
government includi~ the~athet LaoJ~This is no_ t, LLEBEJJiJ 
explains,-what the Lfrench _osit:Lon femphasj_zing the past 
tense) 1r1as--i t Has a coa __ l tion gov_ernment including all· 
tendencies except the Communists, but Hith an insistence on 
all except the Gormnunists; that is to say, including those 
vJho were in quite friendly terms~ neutral terms viz-a-viz 
the f!mm.upi s ts. As to th~ J!rench.('Posi ti on to day, the last 

{j,EBEL as is that it has~not changed on that line, but with 
the c _anges in the political situation fin Laos n. as it 
stands, this is an open question.7 t~ ~) 

.-!•J . 

(Continued) 

____________________ __; 
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EDEARD jviORGAN and [.EBE.!fi) Continued 

Washington, D. C. 
January 3, 1961 · 
Tuesday 

HORGAN explains that he was confused by the Times dispatch 
from London Hhichsaid that both (U.S. Ambassador) i•JHITNEY·. 
and (Brftish Foreign Secretary) Lord HOME agreed that ·.the · 
revival of the (International Control) Commission was·. 
necessary. As he gathers from here,_~~shington has riot -, · 
taken that vieH yet o rLEBEL, in repl~,..>Jobser'Vles ..;that si nqe 
this is something HhiclJ. happen~d between others Lhe is n. ot 
the one to give a line on thi ~.t~bu t he thinks the truth is 
half-way between--that is, there is agreement on priric~-J?~le,_ .. 
and perhaps there is not yet agreement on holv to do it •. ~~ · · 

l'-TORGAN asks~i:;hat the {french ans1.vert~as been t?.?t~e American 
argument that to have a coalition government vJOuld be too 
dangerous, that j_t l·JOuld bleed the regime to ~treakness-­
HORGAN explains that he is referring to a seemingly 
illuminating dispatch Hhich the Hashington Post reprinted 
from the London Observer last Thursday in Hhich it was said 
that many British feel that the Americans threH aVJay a _ .. -
golden opportunity of ·res to ring peace and political equi l'ii. b­
rium to Laos vJhen they failed to support SOUVANNA PHOUMAo 

That sentence !I [IJEBEL repli e/> c ou~. , be tral_lt.{erred one 
hu.ndred per. cent .. to Hhat (they feel J_n {fari~~f?~YUVANNA P.HOUMA 
~~ras never ~-:r-e,allY::;supported here; (the FrencbJl know the man.J$) 
quite v.rel1:.:,-' anct_' if he had been (supported here) he 1tJOL~.ld not 
have turn·e<d to the Left as he 1vas oblig d~""fi do to reestablish 
his balance. fin (France 1 s) opinion, LEBEL ~ontinnesft/he -
(turned Left) '"too much, but the point is .at he hacf to do 
it be~ause hefelt there irJas no support here. 

~ . . 

U..EBEfJ emphasizes that eve~~hing he is (Saying is for bac'k­
grour,J.d (and not quotationJJ....,. JVlQRGAN accepts it as sucho,1J1';:..;'.)-

There Has also, HORGAN continues, a report in the VJashington 
Post by this rather good reporter, V'JAHREN UNNA, in Hhich he 
said that there had been a hassle beh-Jeen (the u.s.) 
A~abassador and CIA field re ople on the one hand and 1rJashington 
CIA and the State Department on the other, that the field 
people Here _v,.rging the. suppol:'t of PHOU~1A Jl~u.~ t~at they vJere 
overruled. (!Iseless to say, [EBEL replle~hf 11e Here · 

,;nform ed...J.2.p that point he ~trould co ns5_der himse lfa jolly good 
ldiplomatr~ut he could not say that Hhat he has seen a.'1d 
heard would urge him to disprove that story; he just does 
not knoVJ any damned thing aboujl it .-fq · ) 

--- ~ .< •• .,~, (Continu.ed 

,. 
I 

[fR-1629.i) $f;CRf) 
------~------------------------~ 

Docid:32323163 Page 4 

\. 



Re1eased under the Johli F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 ("44 US·( . •:.n.01· No~ 
DATE: 11-14-2017 

r. . 
I 

1-3~61 

11:55 a..m 
Cont 1 d 

FR SUJ'!O:VJ:ARY 

-· .,/ 

vJashington, D; Go 
January 3, 1,961 
Tuesday 

. . . ~ 

. • ' . 

•' .. .. 
. < ~. : . • 

"HORGAN thinks he can clarify this a little bit more here · 
today; but it makessense, he observes. · " 

_NORGAN comments that he got th~ impr~_on from BOB .last 
ni ght, fWhen he sav-J him at the t,.Embass~that be took a ve_ry 
lugubrious view of the situation; but 0 ·10RGAN) gather·s ;fr:O'm · 
the papers today that Paris and~London still do not thinl{: · 
in terr~< of the word tt grave 11 

o :No, for one reason, fLEBEL · 
replie~lthat when one is deali'ng v-1:L th Laos, ore is '1i.ealing 
Hi th' Laotians, and what -vwuld go for other peopl~s cannot . 
app ly to an absolutely charming people where the notion of 
hate hardly exi s ts; so that when you read that Cormnunist 
forces have taken someplace, the nev-Js is not good, but it · 
is not as bad when it applies to Laos as if it applied 
to someplace el s e. ,, 

The qu estion which puzzles IviORGAN is 1t1hat to:· do from herei.­
(this point), referring specifical).y to this busi~ _ of -~ 
alerting the fleet and all that. ~EBEL 1 s personal pinion 
is that alerting the fleet is an excellent thing ecause 
tvJO things may happen: either ne gotiation, and it is always 
better to negotiate with a fleet behind you; or the opposite, 
and then y ou n~d (the fleet) Tri any case, that is not 
bad in it s elf, ~EBEL replie~~he problem is hov.r one 1.vould 
start some form of ne g otiat1on, and to what end. ' 

HORGAN gathers, [from having talked with ~EBEL.{s!n4:: ·i..:~om 
some of these dispatches, that the reviYal o~~he (Inter­
national Control) Com.mission is the fir s t step toward getting 
~ome kind of~.neutralist government. ~Thj_s is quite poss;ible, 
tJ;EBEL Peplie~ adding that he do...gs

1 
not feel that he can ;-':, 

commit himself LQr his Governrnen~ecause he is .vot quite' 
clear as to the best possible procedural ang le o .,. ~ _""} ' 

JjoRGAN, sum.~ing u~~;notes that the (frencrfob~· tive is ~ 
n~utralist Government Hithout the(Pathet Lao· ut, he asks, 
is. this realistic? A frlJ days a g o this Has the French1}SJ 
posi t~on, .QJEB~L ·repli~W'?ut now he has an inteProga~ign 
maPk ln h+.s mlnd conslde~_ng Hhat has happened since~ _?';.; 

. · (Eng lish) HLD7hld 
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