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Washington, D. C.
January 3, 1961. -
Tuesday L

G
(] S)UE‘-@’TARV [(o7-987-5+) |65)

EJLAUDE LEREL to,JACQUES de BEAUMARCHAIS, - French Forewgn
Ministry, Parlgﬁ;brlr@ng to his attention the following
goof: - A memorandum from the [(Forgign) Minister's mflcelf*)
has been received in New York byﬁ'fhe French UN Delegatlon._](S) 5
The memorandupm enclosed an envelope fr:E the Elysee . Palace_ﬁ)
3 sl
re

addregsed to[the President of the U. New York._' This, ; =
@EBEL dxplains, is [de GAULIE's Seasons etings. to EISE NFOWER_IS)
and because of. the of has not been received Ca:t the . Embass
until today. ELBFL tes that the mistgke originally was: .
made_ by Ehe Elyseg§)which thought that [the Presidegt of the
U “]&)hveo at New York, but jthat does not excuse [the ;.
Ministry (of PForeign Affairsp¥from forward] g 1t to: New - :
York rather than Washington. [BEAUMARCHATS handle

it. (see 11:L5 am, 12-31-60, R16290) (Frendi ) i]é)HLD/hld

@LAUDE LEBEL'S secretary to the secretary of Mr, FRNBSTO .
THALMANN, Minister, Charge d'Affaires ad interim, Emb
of Swit erlar@ saying that in res oonse to EPFA’L’VIANI f equest
to see [LEREL, THALMAN%&L}[ come to see [LEBEL ow,ﬁ)

[(French \f(s\) HLD/hld

11:35 am Mme DUNCANJ to [/Irs. PHIL ﬂ, State Department, telli ng her

hat (GUBATZ) . chauffeur Phas just called from the airport to

report that he is at Customs a fhat someone has taken off

Ehe seal from a diplomatic ba rrives every week con-

taining newspapers. Mrs. PHIL-. )8] )‘1 callCustoms to clear
it, but she asks that{Mme DUNANPSend her a notg on ite

Ebf!me ﬁUN”A{\TJérlves tne[TD (ph) number as 175558, -
) (English) HID /hld

[G5- 1.
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Washington, D..C.
January 3, 1951

Tuesday
G) |
1-3-61 TR | SUMMARY - CONT!'D ﬂm—%? St )’Ks) )
11:55 am EDwARDiMORGAN (American Rroadcasting Company) to[ELAUDE i >
2 - -IC. BELESRskIng od clarificationof the French p081t10n3@b
L1-121 T.aos situation and noting that even as late as last

According to (New York) Times reports this morning,
itish and the French on one side and (the U.S.) on
the other differed as to the need to the need to re- ‘
establish the (International Control) Commission and also:
on the fact that the French and the British up to now have -
taken the view that a neutralis 't government is the only
thlng to do whereas the Americans have taken the view that .
a pro-Western neutral (Government) is the base (upon which
to bulld). : T '

S :

&Ehe guestion of the ommlsSWOﬂ,EiEBEL replies, %s somg thing
on which_the ﬁ‘re chf have no(extraordinar'y hard viewsj¥that is
to say,QKFranCQ}Poons1ders it a matter of pfocedure or
diplomacy, but it has very little to do with what anceiﬁb
feels to be the real solution of the problem. LEDFL hinks -
he is right in saying that i verybody agreed to CC as 3. |
matter of procedure France]gwould not disagree; Eérande |
is not pregging it, 1t is not [(France's eal preoccupatio
But, [?EBBL ontinues, it is absolutely true that ((France
in favor of a neutralist government, and it_has been r:?;flrmed

1:
J
‘f ey

/flﬁttho e terms bu¥ very close to it, in an [AF‘P telegram 3
esterday afternoon, which i1s quite visibly inspired at the
Quai d'Orsay (French Ministry of Foreign Affairs), :ﬁg

) {
IEBELloffers to send a copy of" th1s[}PP telegra%f%o MORGAN
ut MORGAN declines because he has seen a dispa¥®ch in the

Times which probably has the same information.

[iEBEL does not think he can say much more at present| except
Tor one point: there have been a numbey, of reports about
the [Frenchosition being that Franceﬂé%aVOPed a coalition
govermment including the Patnet Laod® This is not, LERbﬂKQ
explains, what the [Frenchlgposition (emphasizing the past
tense) was--it was a coaTlition government including all:
tendencies except the Communists, but with an insistence on ‘
all except the Communists; that is to say, 1nclud1ng those
who were in quite friendly terms neutra] terms viz-a-vig

_'_— A
5 .

the C‘mmunlots. As to the ['renchf®bosition today, the last
CLLg&EEﬁ is that it has™not changed on_that line, but with ;
" the ¢ V

anges in the political situation [[in Laosj$as it
stands, this is an open unSulon.J;ﬁ )

Wh@ﬁ@ (Continued)
[Fr-16298]6G) | -
.. o ) -
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11:55 am EDEARD MORGAN and EEBELF—)Continued

Cont'd

MORGAN explains that he was confused by the Times QlSpatCh
from London which said that both (U. S. Ambassaqor) WhITNEy
and (British Foreign Secretary) Lord HOME agreed that the
revival of the (International Control) Commission was.
necessary. As he gathers from here, Washington has not -.
taken that view yet, EEEBEL, in replyp”obserivres fthat since
this is’something which happened between othersihe 1is not
the one to give a line on th1§§ but he thinks the truth is’ ,
half-way between--that is, there i1s agreement on. pr1n03918,>-
and perhaps there is not yet agreement on how to do it. *-

MORGAN asks{what the [French answer| has been tpfﬁhe American - '
argument that to have a coalition govermment would be too g e
dangerous, that it would bleed the regime %to weakness--

MORGAN eyPlalnu that he is referring to a seémingly

illuminating dispatch which the Washwngton Post reprinted

from the London Observer last Thursday in which it was sald

that many British feel that the Americans threw away a

golden opportunity of restoring peace and political equwvzb-

rium to Laos when they failed to support SCUVANNA PHOUMA,

That sentence,(ﬁEBEL repliesl coulg,be trangferred one

hundred per cent to what [théy feelltn ParigfPsouvawna PHOUMA

was never really -supported here; [(the French) know the manEQ

oulte well, “and’ if he had been (sthpported here he would not
have turneq to ‘the Left as he was oblig d do to reestablish

his balance. In (France's) opinion, JBREéf§ontlnvesV‘he
(turrned Left) too much, but the point is at he had to do

it beé?use hefelt there was no support here.

CEBEL] emphasizes that everygfhing he 1is Cs'a}/w ng is for bagk-
ground (and not QuotatlonjGﬁ MORGAN acccpts it as suchogﬁ“
There was also, MORGAN continues, a report in the Washlngton
Post by this rather good reporter, WARREN UNNA, in which he-
said that there had been a hassle between (the U.u.)
Ambassador and CIA field ® ople on the one hand and Washington
CTIA and the State Department on the other, that the field
people were nrging the support of PHOUMA bt that they were
overruled, (Useless to say, EF‘BEL repli eé& if he were '
informed that point he would consider himselfa jolly good
Elplomat, out he could not say that what he has seen and

heard would urge him to disprove that story; he just does

not know any damned thing abmé 1‘l:. {;5 :

(Continued)
[fh 1629;] ECRES
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11:55 am EDWARD MORGAN and[iERFEJ— Continued
Cont'd

MORGAN thinks he can clarify this a little bit more heréiQVY"
today; but 1t makecsense, he observes.,

MORGAN comments that he got the impreggion from ROB laut
night, iwhen he saw him at the {Embassyp?that he took a: very
lugubrlous view of the situation; but (MORGAN) gathers from’
the papers today that Paris and London still do not thznk
in termg of the word "grave", Ho, for one reason, YLEREL =
replleéﬁuthat when one 1is deallng with Laos, ormis dealing
with Laotians, and what would go for other peoples cannot
apply to an absolutely charming people where the notion of
hate hardly exists; so that when you read that Communist
forces have taken someplace, the news is not good, but it
is not as bad when it applies to Laos as if it applied

to someplace else, :

The question which puzzles MORGAN is what to' do from here
(this point), referring specifical 1y to this busin of
alerting the fleet and all that. |LEBEL's persona%?égjnlon

igs that alerting the fleet is an excellent thing because

two things may happen: either negotiation, and it is always
better to negotiate with a fleet behind you; or the opposite,
and then you negd (the fleet) In any case, that is not

bad in itself, [LEBEL replies he problem is how onse would
start some form of negotiation, and to what end.

S ) . ik ; ; i ‘.;r,"ff
MORCAN gathers, {from having talked with LEBngzng;from ‘
some of these dispatches, that the revival of the (Inter-

national Control) Commission is -the first step toward getting
ome kind of nevtralist government. :This is quite p0331b1e,

LEREL replleéégaddlng that he dogs not feel that he can ;

cormit himseIl for his Govermmenf]becauvse he is not qulte

clear as to the best possible procedural angleog-h

v ' 1S, :
Q;;O”%CAN, surming u@fﬁ }notes that thefrench ob] tive is a e
neutralist Government without the[?athet Laosf but, he asks,
is this realistic? A few days ago this was {{the Wrenchipb e
position, {|LEBEL replies Jbut now he has an interrogation L”
. mark in his mind considering what has happened 81nce.?'w : |
) o (English) HLD/hld
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