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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA ALLAN R • 0 1 BRIEN 
DEC (~ 4 1958 

NY 122-684; Bufile 122-2424 

ROBERT BENJAMIN BAKER; ET AL 

Office: NEW YORK 

LABOR MANAGEMENT RELATIONS ACT~ 1947 ( IM) 

Ht:JGH SHERIDAN.Il Chairman, New York City Trucking Authority, 
advised he has known EDWARD WEINHEIMER ~· approximately 
30 years., He said WEINHEIMER was a 11gYt:(.;, chaser", one 
who forced truck drivers entering the ci~, o hire him for 
a day's pay and who disappeared when paid af~er the first 
stop. WEINHEIMER represented self to SHERIDAN as labor 
manager for. Exhibitors Service Company and asked SHERIDAN's 
help in labor difficulty between GEORGE CALLAHAN, JR • . and 
IBT locals in McKees Rocks, Pa. Sheridan advised 
WEINHEIMER was considered a trouble maker by truck 
operators and, because of his background, SHERIDAN did nothing 
in his behalf although saying he would see what he could 
do for CALLAHAN. SHERIDAN said WEINHEIMER, in his opinion, 
was a labor racketeer, acting on his. own who might obtain 
favorable settlements through payoffs to union officials, 
and did not have sufficient background in labor-management 
relations · to deal on a legit~-:fe basis. SHERIDAN could 
not substantiate his opinion~citing actual incidents. 

- RUC -
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DATE: 11-14-2017 :1 /' 
, FD-302 (Re.v, 12-20-57) 7 ,fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG:t:,(-·~~~~ 

INTERVIEW REPORT 

12/22/58 
Date----------

' ( 

HUGH SHERIDAN, Chairman of the New York City Trucking 
Authority (Authority), 141 Broadway, New York City, residence 
72-48 June_ S.~:re.et,. Forest; Hills, New York, stat.ed that the 
New York City Trucking Authority is an organizatton which was 
voluntarily formed by truck operators ;and unions in the truck­
ing fie.i.d· loca.te.d in· the New Yor}c N~tropolitan area. · The · 
function of the Authority is to straighten out difficulties 
between· the.: truckers. and the various unions and to assist 
them in negotiating labor c·ontracts. SHERIDAN said the cost 
of operating the Aut;l;lority is borne, two-thirds by the truckers, 
and one-third. by the unions. He added. that the principal union 
in the Authority is Local 807, International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters _(IBT)... , · 

.. , ., 

SHERIDAN. advised he has kn0wn EDWARD WEINHEIMER for 
approximately 30 years. He.mic;l WEINHEIMER. wa.s. a member,but­
never an of'fice.r J qf Local _ 80.7,. 1B.T • SHimiDAN stated 'I;; hat 
prior to. his. ·'Qecqming ·chairman 9f. th,e A11thori~y, and wh~n he 
was operat.ing his own t;ruq~ing bu;s:triess, WEINlJEIM,ER first ca~e 
to his attention as a . '~gypsy chq,ser." · · SHERIDAN .said ·a "gypsy · 
Chaser 11 is a. term ].lSed .. iri.' trucki].'lg circles to describe a union 
1oa.der2 (unloaderJ or d;riv(;r who jumps up on a rit?; ent.erin~ 
the city.and :tells the driv~r :that he will' be his_helper for the 
day for a day's pay. Th€l driver 'ie told at. ~he time·that·he 
will not be able .t.o unload unl'ess h~ has a. up,ion ~- a_boapd • 

·SHERI:PJi'N. stated thai; ii; was' 1;;h€l pra_ctic.~ of t.he "gypsy 
chasers 11 

· t;o dem.an,c1. their pay before. allow:j.ng. the drivers· to . 
unload and then to disappear af.te·r t;he driver !·s first unload.ing· 
stop.. They then .ret,ur11ed to· the out,ek~rt,s qf :the city· and 
repeat.ed the .operat,ion with otl:ler dr.iv¢rs. In ~he: gase of 
WEINHEIMER, he would do this three and sometimes four times in 
a day. 

1 nterv iew with __ H_U_G_H __ SH __ ER __ I_D_11._N __________ File fl. ___ 1_2_2_-_6_8_4 ___ ___,._ 

on 12/15/58 at __ 1_4_l___;;;,;,B_r_o_a_dw_a_,y"-',"--N--'Y_C,---'---- Date dictated~- 12/16/58 

by Special Agent ALLA·N R c 0 'BRIEN;RCM 
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NY 122-684 

Aqcording to .SHER!DAN, WEINHEiriJ.E~ was a ringleaaer 
·of a gr()\lP of "gypsy chasers~,, . vthcise activities were 
temporarily st9pped when they viere itidict~d · on federal anti• 
trust and an1;1'-rac~etee):•in,g chax:-g~s and were found ·guilty 'in 
Dis.trict · Court. He . said · ~he. cdnviction Y~as · reversed by .th~ 
Gourt of App~als and ·the reversal _was upheld by the "'Suppeme 
Court. · · · 

SHERIDAN· advised that WEINHEI~lER was considered a 
tro1,1b;J.e makf;;r _, ·by -t 'ruck owners and an. ind1Vid1;:tal Who '!.'las always 
loolcing to · make a "s·oft buck'' in any way he could. SHERIDAN 
described · t'IEINHEIMER ·as Qne ·who ·worked as an ind1 v:l;dual, as· 
oppbsed t_p one who 'lftas part of a g:r;>oup. He said that in· his . 
opinion t'IE;INH.E~MER. ·could be de.scribed as an 1nd:1.victua.l ·labor 
racket.~er ·who w'ould r~adily make payoffs to union offic.ia'ls 
in ordei' "t9 galn: hen,ef;i.ts ·'for a · company Which· engaged his 

~serv:LcGs~ . ~:ru~:R:IDAN · said . he co~ld_ hot ci~e any ins~ances· · 
which would i_nvhlve WEI!ffiEllVIER in labor . racketeering · matters · 
but his cor.~~ction with E:xhJ.bit9rs Service· Compciny and . 
GEORGE .. €1\LL.A.H,!\l'h JR., ~pp~ared, to. h~m to fall within that 
oategory be9a1.1se of WEINHEif:ffi;R 1 s background·. 

' ' . . - - .. 

SHERIDA-N advised that on May 10, 1957, WEINHEIMER: 
int.roduced CALLAHAN to him in the offices of the · Authority·:~ 
According to SiiERIDANi. bot·h WEINI-IEIMER and CAtLAHAN c.'irictica:ted 
to him, by their statEmiertt~ and· actions, that ·wEINHsiMER vtas · 
·r>epresen,ting,.Exhibi.tors Seryice· c·ompai1y as a labor' 'manager or 
-cohsU,:lt,ant. . . .. . .. . . . .. . 

SHERIDAN said that WEINHEIMER told him that .. CALLAHAN 
was having certain difficulties . \'lith IBT . locals covering his 
area in McKees R6c.ks; Pennsylvania, · and asked SHERIDAN if he · 
would help to straighten out the matter·. Accord.ing to ffiERIDAN; 
WEINHEIMER and GALLAHAN told him that Exhibitors. Service 
Company was primarily engaged in transporting film and had a . 
labor contract with one IBT local covering thi~ operation. 
However 11 €ALLAHAN said he cot.tld. not load gene:ral freight_ on 
tds trucks, using the union per·sonnel who loaded film, but , 
wa .. ~ being r_equired. to engage loa.de.rs froma110ther. Il3T local 
'lio handle the general freight. WEINHEIMER and CA,L'tAHAN 

- 3 - -
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NY 122-684 

said it was unprofitable to have to engage $~·paJ?ate loaders 
to handle film.and general freight and askedSHERIDAN if he 
could. help them with t:he unions. · · 

SHERIDAN said he told WEINHEIMER and CALLAHAN he 
woul.d see:_ what ·he could. do for · them, ·'but he said he had no· 
us·e for WEINHEIMER and he therefore had no intention of! doing 
anything for CALLAHAN and he did nothing wha·tsoever in their 
behalf. 

SHERIDAN ·~aid he believe.d that WEINH,EIMER brought 
CALlAHAN. t ·o see him to· impress CALLAHAN and he believed that 
WEINHEIMER had sold himself. to CALLAHAN on the basis of his 
connections in the labor uni£>mf1eld. Ac-cording to SHERIDAN, 
WEINHEIMER had never contacted him be·fore this m~eting with 
CALLAHAN and he 'has not done so since. 

-SHERIDAN said he has no infl:>rma-tion concerning t}+e 
activities of WEINHEIMER over the past several -years and he 

.f 

was surprised· to· see .WEINHEIMER cast _ in the roll of a labor 
manager or consultant. S:ijEJlil!>AN ·stated that in his opinion, 
WEINliEIMER did not have a su-fficient background in the 
labor-management relat.ions field to qualify himself for his 
alleged position with CALLAHAN mr to deal with la:bor matters on 
a legit:Lmate basis. He added that it was al$o ·l).is opiniorr 
that any benefits or f'avora·ble settlements WEINH;EIMER 
er·fected· fer ·cALLAHJHJ; would in most· ·instances be . gained. 
through the medium. o-f ·payoffs to union officials b¥t he could 
not substarit·iate thi:s: opinion by citing actual :i;J.W;idtil'l~s; 

- RUC -
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