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] Memorandum to. Mr .Belmont

Re: - MANUEL :ANTONIO “VARONA
o 105-76826

: Ch1ef Office of. Secretary of Defense on 12 -13:60 and came from one |
W1111am A. Ullman who got it from Tomlinson. u ) '

this CIA-supported anti-Castro activity the 12-13-60 data was

‘ In view of the serious 1mp11cat10ns of 1nf11tratlon of
1 telephonlcally supp11ed to CIA on 12-15- =60 and confirmed in wr1t1ng

(105-76826-17)

| CIA by letter 12- 16- 60 advised of receipt of data from one V/ !
of its contacts who had received it from Julia Cellini that the -
Cellini brothers have long been-associated in-the narcotics and white

|l slavery rackets in Cuba. Reportedly the Cellini brothers planned to
support the FRD -in: hope moving in on their old bu51ness after
overthrow of Castro. f x

. : Dur1ng a White S1 2e Trafflc Act 1nvest1gat10n in 1945
it was alleged that.both Julia: Cellini -and Dino.V. Ce111n1 were
procurers. The family had a history of: 1nvolvement in- gamb11ng
‘ Edward Goffredo Ce111n1 had been -a’ croupier- dealer(;n a1§g$?11ng house.
. =7

- [é1no Ce111n1 {FBI No. 2198122) was considered. durlng the
1953-1956 period by the- Legal . Attache, Havana, as a potentla%]gz
criminal informant but he was dlscontlnued in February, 1956. ] He ‘was-
a floor man for the gambllng casino at the Tropicana night c¢lub- in
Havana. (137-858) 1In 1959 Washington Field (WFO) advised Dino Vineent /
'Cellini. was formerly associated with Joseph Francis Nesline, "WFO' top
hooedlum, in a gamb11ng operatlon in Washlnjfon about’ 1@ ears ago

(137-4014-10 ;L(u

Q@%ffredorR Gellini was a criminal informant (Havana A1 U
of the Le Attache, Havana, from March, 1958 through. May, 1960. ThlS
Cellini has exten51ve background of employment in' gambling eperatiens..:
He went to Cuba.-in 1957 and in 1958 was Afternoon Manager of Wilbur
Clark's Casino- Internac1ona1 (gambling casino). His brother, Dino; :
was one of the overseers in gambling casino at Hotel Havana §1v1era )
iy

1is brother Edward Goffredo Cellini was. Evening Mandger of same casi
in which infermant was: employed. -Informant .was. personally associaté
with such hoodlums as Jack- Lansky and Meyer Lansky, ‘had - contact w1th
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Santo# Trafficante -and personally knew Americans. holding 1arge
gambling interests in Havana including Frank Erickson. He :
furnished extensive data on hoodlums and gambling. Beginning in
July, 1958, Legal Attache was authorized to pay h1m up: to $1@0
[montﬁly for services. ‘His. discontinuance in May, 1960, was
prompted by his" return to U.S. Legal Attache feit he ‘was stable,
responsible family man. (137 -4014’

) Washlngton D. C.

l
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In connection with a sécurity investigation in 1957 it :
was .established that Benvenuto.M. Cellini. is apparently the father
in the Cellini family and he resided at 8144 Eastern Avenue, NN,
-Julia, Dino, Edward.and Goffredo were 1dent1f1ed
as four of h1s chlldren. (105 58517-9)

Files of Ident1f1cat10n Division contain no .arrést records
for Benvenuto, Jullaz ‘Edward ' and Goffredo Cellini on basis of name
search. Dino "Cellini has record of only two convictions (1941 and
1945) on gambling charges.

Background of Cellini family does not indicate they could
| make -contributions of ‘millions of dollars bt définitely po1nts
to p0551b111ty Cellini brothers are fronting. for.gambling interests.

T ,/’}gﬁ”ﬁ)P<%>
Attached is letter to CIA adv151ng that Agency of the
In view of CIA's 'support of both:Varona

1.
addltlonal data. received.
and -FRD:‘we ‘are .asking CIA ‘whether it has obtained any verification
of theseallegations and whether it has received any other data
1nd1cat1ng(§{jiic1al backlng of" antl Castro elements by U.S:- gambllno

interests.

’

2, In view’of critical public react1on which could be expected
to follow the reactivation ‘0f large-scale gambllng operations in-Cuba
by top ‘hoodlums. .should Castro be overthrown, recommend Investigative

consider. de51rab111ty of 1nst1tut1ng 1nquiries: along this
e from cr1m1na1 1nte111gence standp01nt ;
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