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A ' Enclosed for the Bureau are twelve copies of a
letterhead memorandum including information received con-
cerning the activities of the SNFE during the past three
months, as well as information furnished to the BureauEky

i . MI- 5 and the Bahamas Spec1a1 Branch )

\ & “on 9/10/68, Mr. STEVE CZUKAS, U. S. Customs, Miami,
i§- Florida, advised that Customs has been conducting a continu-
ing investigation of the SNFE and its military leader, ARMAND
FLEITES. Mr. CZUKAS said that he had furnished information {
concerning the presence in the Bahamas of SNFE members to the
U. S. Coast Guard, Miami, Florida, in order that it could be j
transmitted to the appropriate authorities in the Bahamas,., ,
As a result, the Bahamas Police authorities were able to ar-
rest the five individuals mentioned in referenced Bureau
airtel. Mr. CZUKAS said that he believes that with the sur-
render of the four SNFE members to Bahamas authorities re- :
cently, ARMANDO FLEITES is now left with only one or two men
to assist him. Mr. CZUKAS said that the indication is that
FLEITES 'is in very poor physical condition. He based this
on an interview which he had with a member of the SNFE, who.
said that FLEITES is existing on morphine, is not rational,
his boat has broken down, and he will have difficulty in
maintaining himself much longer. Mr. CZUKAS said that FLEIT
is located on Leak Key, off of Andros Island, and is known t
have fired on a helicopter of the Bahamian Government which 2 - ;J_
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The confidential sources abroad, mentioned
in the letterhead memorandum, are MI-5 and the Bahamas

Special Branch. Q?@%) ' T

Miami will maintain contact with U. S.
Customs and U. S. Coast Guard, as well as appropriate
informants concerning the activities of the SNFE both
here and in the Bahamas.

( A separate LHM containing background infor-
mationjof individuals mentioned by MI-5(|is in preparation
for disseminationcgg MI-E]?%) )
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Customs and U. S. Coast Guard, as well as appropriate S
informants concerning the activ1tles of the SNFE both g
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'SECRET - - - .,

‘R@:_,SECOND‘NATICNAL‘FRONT OF ESCAMBRAY'/

. On June 29 1968 MM T-5, a Cuban exile who is
a©qua1nt@d with the lead@rs of the SNFE,. advised that
" "~ ARMANDO FLEITES was reportedly at a base outside of the .
- 7 United Stat@s in possessnon of a twenty=four foot boat and
i pr@par1ng for an attack on Cuba, ) o ;
Cn July 18, 1968 MM T—S advns@d that ANDRES
NAZARIO and DIEGO MEDINA were discussing a plan on the part o i
of the SNFE to picket the office of the British Comsul R
- in Miami -on the following day to protest the jailing of o
five men, m@mbers of the SNFE, in Nassau, ' .
_ .. On July 22, 1968 MM T-l advnsed that DIEGO
MEDINA of the SNFE had stat@d on a previous day that the
five members of the SNFE, who had been captured in the s
Bahama Islands, were th@n still im jail having been fined - T
$400. MEDINA said that the SNFE still needed to raise . '
$180 more before they would be able to obt&in the release
of th@lr men. S . -

L N - ’

MM T-1 also reported that the offices of the
R SNFE h&d been moved from 109 Southwest 12th Avenue, Miami,
RS .to a, n@w locatlon at 836 Southwest Ist Street, Miam1.

MM T-1 alsc advised that in addition to the -~ . S
group of five men who had been arrested in the Bahamas, T c '

other members of the SNFE reportedly in the Bahamas in- "

‘clude REINALDOXRODRIGUEZ, FRANCISCORMARTINEZ, and JESUS %

PINEDA, MEMBE R - SYBTEC TGRGAMIZF&HUML
MFHBEW Ssu‘bdﬁ’ﬁ' O(QGAMRAT&QM o BAaAHAMA x LA‘\}E -S

BANAMA SSLANDS On July 27, 1968, MM T-3 ad\;sequﬁat n “that

date he had been in cont&ct w1th¢LUES\a, g, member of X,
) an anti-=CASTR ) \group known as>thé u@cr@t Ant1=Commun1st FELJ4

s Army. TORNES|&aid that he had just given SO0 TET-RIE™™ . wﬂwwwmmmﬂ

- ‘”f@@ﬁization s funds to ARMANDO FLEITES, which FLEITES wgg,((f“f’/’
to use to complete the payment of the flne and ob@g;nzthef; ‘ >
r@]@ase of the f1ve SNFE men b@nng held in the Bahannr:u:-_ﬂ‘.v""""‘j

: On August -5,

|
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Re : ‘SECOND NATIONAL FRONT OF ESCAMBRAY . SR

had been plannlng to stag@ & d@m®nstrat10n in the area of
the Republican Convention b@lng held on Miami Beach, and

f ' had preparéd- thirty placards protesting United States

L ; policy toward Cuban exiles, which were to be used in the.
demonstration. - As a r@sult of only six members turnlng EE
up to d@monstrat@ n@ dem@nstrat1on was held. :

T sﬁg@ﬁ% Mwww gty fﬁ;gﬁalﬁwigATjgw ' . ' £
i . On August 568, Lféut@mahf’JOHﬁ WO WINSTow, = S RS
U. S. Coast Guard, Miami, Fl@rid@ advised that he had S
b received 1nf@rmat10n that four m@mb@rg of the SNFE - ALPHA.
66, which were in a group of seven located on a key off . a .
Androg Island, had escaped to Mangrove Key following -an’ - ik
- argument with ARMANDO FLEITES.. It was reported that the
four men said that FLEITES. had ordered them to shoot at e
American or English planes, and that they had refused to ° v
psdo so. As a result of this refusal, FLEITES, JESUS PINEDA,. ;
Qﬁ‘ and HERPIVE ABELO, took guns away from the four men and C s
wﬁ\ “%ig threEtened¢6 KLIl them. ' The four men then fled the . -
l: igland in & small boat arriving at Mangrove Key where they
' were taken into custody by government authorities. "The '
four were identified as CONRADO RODRIGUEZ, RAUL MARTINEZ, ~ i
DELMIS ECHEVARRIA, and ORESTES PEREZ. Th@ three remainlng_.'. T
members of the SNFE were reportedly in possession of -a )
. thirty-foot cabin cruiser, twenty-millimeter cannon, two
) . , hundred p@unds of C—4 QXDIOSIV@Sg in addition to small N
Arms . . , | ) . R -

A

' On August 7, 1968, a C©nfid@nt1al source abroad
made available 1mf0rmat10n furnished by a second confldentlal ‘,
 SoUrce aerad as follows : \ .0 &

In the latter part of Jun@ 1968y &uthoritles in =
' the Bahams Islands conducted a search of Williams Island, ‘,@” o
which is-located off the. northW@St coast ,of Andros Island o -

in the Bahamas.. Various supplies were found located at . _

‘. Supply dnmps -on the lsland In @ddltlon, five,Cub&ns‘w1th'v
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. W@apong ‘were. appreh@nded on Wllliams Island ‘as well as
T on thtle Wllliams Island. These Cubans were 1dent1fied
S as: - :
, ' - CAM)(TOM&W‘%MT@A
CALIXTOﬁ”ERRA - : T .
orn_Oc tober 14, 1040, at cuBA
‘ ._Calazabar Tas Villas, Cuba. 0'3:11\ 14 AMA 37-“3‘4*”05
. S He furnished his fddress as E
P L - 109 Southwest 12th Avenue
) 2 Mlami Fl@rid&°> .
RAFAE Y@% g L v A -
Born November 22...1948. .8t s )
Hevana, Cuba, = BA\»AHA« xS LAMDS
- - : He Turnlgh@d his home address a.s F,L/.\’ CA
R : BWE@%ﬂm@DmEQWQESmAp@m&m@m@i. e e
o - ¥ ‘ 1015 San Juan, Puerto Rico.
1 I : ~ . e, L o &
| T | AN@EQ%%IA% - * i ;
W | | Born tober 2, 1938 C:L/£é$§m.
| o o: 5U,;wi;fjflﬁ ,

o Co- Mlami FI@rid@$zl('Twn"”
e Y ) FELIX OSVALDO IR - : C o
w2 er’ A E"o’"‘r’n‘a"?&ugusi‘?" 129, Qiﬁ CUBA . ' -
' “Holquin 5r1@nt@g Cuba h
H@ furnished RIT 9 difsss as eP\ ﬁ/?DM A "3‘-"‘% L,f-‘\h} ‘3:')3«
» . e 526 Sauthwest 2nd. Stresl. AT |
' . ,Maam1g ﬁTbrfﬁao ! ~ R
o SEK@EOZ%EON - Ty - 8
. : .Born July 3, 1938, at. - SE&LQ&ﬁLm

Femersiaa T "Cuba. .

' . geyurhiehed his sddress @8 -

109 Southwest A2th. £ Avenu %

‘ Mlam12 £ A .
| S e
. . SECRET

BAHAMA~“$~thNDC
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/ Th@ list of armaments and suppli@s recovered : .
from the group included & Springfield automatic rifle, LR T
two light machine guns, two M=l carbines, together with- ~ S
a variety of- smmunition, & radio recelver, binoculars, ' ‘ na
lantern, & bag containing two live hand grenades and ey

. eight dummy grenades, & flare pistol, &nd miSC@llaneous
.@th@r food and guppli@s,(sj . ‘ c LT

Et was reported that the arrested Cubans said = - bR
th@t th@y vere . members of the SNFE, and had been brought ' ;
’ to Williams Island by boat by thbif leader, Major ARMANDO
e - FLEITES DIAZ, &nd another unidentified ©ub&n. They said - o
. that they h@d’l&nd@d on the island om June 'l, 1968, along : -
with supplies, and were instructed. to await th@ return of. ‘ '
the boat, after which the island would be used as & base -
_ to mount Milit&ry raids omn Cuba., They refused to disclose
on what date or from which p@wt they had sailed from ' -
Florida, nor would they name the vessel that brought them .- =~
to Fl@rid@° They claimed that theilr organization was pre- - ;
: pared to continue harassing the regime in Cuba with the = . J
‘ hope that over & period of years they would build up & A
f@r@@ im @mb@ p@W@rful enough. to overthrow the regime. (5}

~ on July 2, 1968, the five Cubsins appeared be- B
fore the Magistrate's C@urt in Nassau on @h&rges of lllegal
entry, @md pl@@d@d guilty. @y _

- . Om July 9, 1968, they were tri@d found: gullty
of illegal entry and ill@gﬁl introduction @f arms and -

~ ammunition into the coleny, &and were each- fimed. $50 and :
sentenced to. three months impri@unM@mt p@ndlng earlier 5
dup@rt@mi©ma Qé/ : ' ' <

- . - on S@pt@mb@r 3, 1968, additional inf@rmmtion w&s, :
received from the pr@v1©u§1ymM@mtion@d confidential -source L T /J
abroad relating that four. members of the SNFE - ALPHA 66. @w '

. , L

A . - , _ C I
TR B L s
+ . . a . - I ¥ ~ 1
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‘had Surr@md@r@d to gov@mmm@mt @mth@riti@s at Mangrove Key.
-on August 10, 1968. They.were members of & unit of the
ALPHA 66 whi@h had been established on Leaf Key during N
July, 1968, ' The other members of that group were reported
to be ARMANDO FLEITES, JESUS PINEDA, and HERPIVEO RABELO.
The four men claimed. th&ﬁ they had l@ft Florida for Wil- -
liams Island about the begimning of. July, 1968, to join-
‘five members.of the group who were already th@r@. It | : T
. appeared that following their arrival at Williams Island ' R ST
R FLEITES led the group to Leaf Key, arriving there on . SIS
N _ about July-10, 1968.. One of the group, DELMIS ECHEVARRIA,
. then went b@@k to, Florida in one of the two motor vessels :
‘in order to pick up two more men, CONRADO RODRIGUEZ and- o 5 L
RAUL MARTINEZ, ealong with some additional supplies. This :
',gr@up again l@fﬁ Fl@rida f@r the E@h@m&g @n July 20, 1968, (5/

) : Om Augu@t 2 1968, an &mphibi&n &ir@r&ft with : i
police authorities @b@@rd fl@w over Leaf. Key with the inm RN ;
. tention of landing to investigate the reported presence of .
Cubansg., This plame was fired upom, and, according to : L
CONRADO RODRIGUEZ, this-action was.taken om orders of

ARMANDO, FLEITES wh© threatened to shoot any m@mber of his
\group rcfusing t@ @b@y his- @rd@r%. (e) ;

' . ' -+ The Cubans had trouble with engines on ‘both of
- their boats, and were unable - to depart Leaf Key., Subse- I
. quently, R@DRE@UEZ, MARTINEZ .BCHEVARRIA, and ORESTES can
- PEREZ, escaped by means of a Sailimg V@@S@l and arrived o
at M@mgr@V@ K@y where th@y smrr@mdur@d to th@ &uthoriti@s (5/

L . These f@ur Were. d@§©rib@d as foll@wg° T S ‘\: : .7-5
'C»@NQADQ obR\GUEZ : @
S <mm&mmumgﬂm@wmmAﬂmmm@m ¢0§A BAHAHA 1¢'AND

3 ,.183-;:“1’, ‘4~~~:&, j:_.“\' LY SouTHWEST vut AVE . MIRHL Elpe

Wite
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: , @UBI% _ BAHAMH st n DS,

o 27 - o "9 JOU"HV./F@T %TH., /AVE‘,}M&F‘MQ,PL
@wn'J&nu@ry 6, 1933, at
WL%WZ% mﬁ&van@,ﬂ,‘m@mb&.

Address - @28-S©uﬁhW@%t 8th, Avenue

Mi@’mﬁksmmﬁ@rﬂi@&m . )
) . EcT Q&GAUWb:_lﬁngm,. 5
 DELMIS CHEVARRIA _&E%ﬁy»g’—i&““ A (

] Mﬂprffﬁ (?)"'9 at 319 NOATHWEST lQTHJ‘A\/E .HIAH( l‘»’LA
f3>or»\‘\) Puerto Padre, Orim@,t@@;gg@y_gmwm@um}. o

Wite = HAWEEE@E&E&ZAERM

Address - 319 No Aﬁ@@@ﬁm&t@m@m@m&

N
1 Y

Wiami, Florida.

@R&Sﬁmﬂm;a ORE sTEs‘&PF’"ﬂIZZ LANDS
Born July 19, 1916, at  ELA; CUB& @AY*MA % =
.Santi. Espir itusg “ETRTA Clara, Cuba. : :

Wife - AUROREYXPEREZ. - 1 S e }
Addr@ss KLP 6@ H@adqu@rt@rs.

A

% vww»aw

on September 17, 1968, MM T_3 advised that he : =
had heard that JESUgi@INEDAA memb@r of the SNFE who had been ‘
with ARMANDO FLEITES. in the- Bahamas &t the base of the SNFE,
had returned to Miami, MM T-3 learned that FLEITES is be-
lieved by SNFE members to have become mentally unbalanced,
and @@Mpl@t@ly irresponsible., He is running out of supplies,
and his boat is not im operatimng comdition. His only companion -
now is (First Name Unknown) RABELO, and it is doubtful that
- they will be able to subsist much l@ng@r under their present
conditions. PINEDA apparently was rescued by a fishing boat
sent by the SNFE.to r@scme,thg three men., FLEITES and. RABELO\‘

3

apparently refused to leave. 45#18&”@ MILITARY <$~:rmw-‘,uc33€w Of?GANi'ZAT\OM |

‘ L "j= rLA, AHAM‘Ar = SLANDS
o ‘ s |
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