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Director, FB December · f4, 1955 
• I 

TO , 
~ ... 

\.I 
'· .. / 

FROM ~gal Attach6 -
\ ... 

. SUBJE<?": !jERICAL~ G~llfBLING ACTIVITI E:S IN 
_/ q~~ .... ..:--~.~- 'J ir;, ·. 
jP Re Miruni letter dated Novemb er 17, 1955, and Havana 

lett er Novem ter 14, 1955. 

PCI I I on December 6, 1955, advi s ed that the 
Sans Souc1 Night Club and Gambling Casino is goi~~ t.o be 
opera t ed during the coming winter sea son by LEF'Fi CLARK. Cu-t.~~ 
Reference d Miami letter s~1_2 forth information · the . 
eff ect that WILLIAM GUSTO~ISCHOFF, ali'as Lefty Clark, -~ 
FBI #1721507, is go~g to opera te t h e Sans Souci during · 
mec-Offi:i."i1g . seas on. 'IV~ 

I I advised that although h~ was still managing the . 
Sans Souci, i t was doubtful tha t .he· would be <X> nnected 
with tha t place after the opening wh ich is sch e duled for 
December 26, ~955 •. ·He said he was leaving because of 

~
. dif f erences he is having '\dth people who have an inte·rest 

: in the Sans Souci and also officials of the Cuban Govern-
: ment wh o control the issuance · of licens.~s to ~ambling J··.·o. 
' establishments. I I did not · identify any of these ~ · 
' indi vidua~pL by name blJt. ,t_L was· noted that dul'ing J£~J:.gter- ~~ · : 
' view 9SCAf~(ECHEMENDIA;"'1.wlio ·along with MARTI!VfOX is one of ; : 
' the owners of the Tropicana Night · Club, arrived at the n

1 
fl 

Sans Souci \>Ti th a loqksmith to open the safe. · I l . tJ'J · H 
.explaine d the above incident by saying that the combination · 

3 
· 

to the safe had been lost and tha t the locksmith had . been f 
called to oP.e~~he door of the· safe. and to re-set the 

\ 
' 

\ 

~. 0mbinationc. ~A/ 
~/;fo.,,_· 

In conne ction with his remark t h at h e was· not getting ~~; 
along with Cuban Government off icials, I [ad ded that 

13 
• : • 

the Saris _Souci has al,.-~ays paid big 11 shake money" conside_ring 
the _fact it wa s only open during the wint er season; He · 
stated that h e paid out mo.r e money for police protecti0n 
for t he season t~an ei-;Jthe r the Tropic ana or Montrnartr~ pays_. 
for. a whole ye ar:·•n ·!'t;(i) · · · · 

~ '· .. ~<.t ·t~ I 
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Havana 64-153 .. 12/~4/55 
. .. 

I I stated tha·t in connection with ·the proposed new 
~~J 

gambl i ng casinos in Havana, many investors have been led to 
believe that the government was interested in opening these 
places in order to a tt1~act 'tourist trade to Cuba·o He ex
plained that after large amounts of money were spent in 
pl anning these p l aces and buying and installing equipment, 
the government then assessed each plac~ tha t wanted to open 
a lSJ'ge udonation"- in additiot+ to the $25,ooo.oo license f.ee~ 
I I added that the new casino at the Hotel Nacional had 
originally been assessed $100!000 in addition to the license 
fee but that t his figure had a ter been l owered to between 
$25,000 and $50,000 . ~~ 

I I added that plans for opening a gambling casino in the 
Hotel Co~odoro have been dropped for . the pr esent because of 
the prohibitive amount of graft which would have to be paid 
in connection with o~taining a l~cense~~~ · 

He said that the Atlantic Hotel, on First Avenue in Miramar, 
Havana~ had also planned to open a gambling casino which was 
to be called the Copa, or Copacabanao I lstated that 
extensive alterations and r~pairs have been undertaken at the 
hotel in order -to house _ the g~nbling casinoo He pointed out 
that the hotel will now have to pay the extra graft for the . 
11cepse or lose the money already invested in the alterations·~ 
I I said he d~d not know the plans involved _in this trans-
acti on nor did he kno1-1 the identity of the person who allegedly 
was to run the Copa Gambling Casino~ · _. rt was noted on Dec. 6, 
1955, that the alterat~s and remodeling .at. the Atlantic 
Hotel, ·as desc~~bed by_·~- I are being undertaken.<'(')~ 

Mr. H. Lindsay~tty,cJ:h~ on Dece.mber ·l, 1955, left h i s position 
as manager of the Sevilla-Biltmore Hotel and who . is now exe~utive 
assistant manager at the Hotel Nacional, advised on December 9, 
1955, that the Sans Soucl is presently owned by Tropicana in
terests and that through arrangements with government officials 
a permit has been granted to open Sans Squci on December 261 
1955·~ Gatty advised it is his belief that jhe Sans Souci has 
not had a license. to operate s ince t~e time_ I took it. 
over but has onl y been all01-red to run because · of the heavy 
graft it affords the Cuban police~ ~~ 

· '. :.; <;1:~:-i:·F :. . j-,~.~-~~. :~·. · :,:. 
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