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NY 92-886 

NYO. files rQ~~~~Ah3l, COSTELLO and KASTEL 
organi.zed the Hid town Novelty· Cbn.rpany in NYd, which company 
operated slo.t machines and tv as lato:r forced ·out of business . 

ol . ~- In 1935, COSTELLO a~.Q. . -~~'J.'.P.~L, to getl-~er with REED 
_ar.N..AE.Do and ·DUDLEY an~ H~Ro . ,.T_,rcgrn'LAN, organ:t z ed the · 

(Bayou Novelty Company 1n lHM Orl eans . ,& e. . 

.·. 

. ~. 

On 10/9/39, COSTELLO, KA.3'EEL and the GEI~rERMAN t S 
were indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at New Orleans on a 
charge of . inco.me tax vio'J.ation. 

On 4/J/L~5 , the Now Orieans Office advised that 
~ASTEL wa~ then Alleged to be the contact bet~een COSTELLO. 
and the GEIGERt·1AN brothers wbo wer>e. then irt acti vE:i management 
of COSTELLO'S New Orleans interests. ... 

In 1952, 10\STEL :vms lj_ sted by the Kefauver .Comrni ttee 
as one of the Top Hoodlun:J.s in th0 United States. Ii'RANK 
COSTELLO tcst5.fied · before that · Comm:i. tteo that K;,srrEL was in 
partnership with him in the d~verly Club and th~ Louisiana 
Mint Cpmpany, New Orlearts, Louisiarta. 

. . On 3/22~nformation Was rocoi~o ·.rom an 
informant that r1A'I'TY ' : PALERMO , vJ as ., r.tatt ' · . own, who 
ii ved at 1.3..::./J,S lyf . Str•ee.lt.,., ·WhLt.D.stop_0.,,=-N,Y_Q, vras 0- pov.rerful 
bookmaker who had corinec t ~ons \-r:i, th Top Hoodhuns' througr;t -
out the country including .. PI~If.JIP ~{f~STEL . ·~ . · . . 

NY U!L!.9- C adv:i.sed :tn ,Jnnuary, 1956, · that l-1EYEJL. 
. LANSKY was·. then the ' h(Jad ot the. s~rnQ.icate . ru:i:ming throe 

hote.ls in Q1.1ha. Informant , stated t hat these hotels were, 
the Naciorial; the Tr:i,pcanna (Tropi cuna),. and. the San So:uci •. 
He stated ihat this syndicabe c6qsisted of most of the 
Top Hoodlums in the United -states :iJlcludi ng FR, ·.NK COSTELT..iO ~ 
PHILIP K:~ s·rE~, LEFTY GL:mK, .(PNU ) HC CTJTtEY from Cleveland, 
and . TONY ROGERS from New .Yorlc. 

Informant · stat8d that those men controlled all 
gambling incl ud:i. ng control of J:.b.e nurn·ber gruno ( poli ta) 
which took :tn anywher ~ from ~~175,000 . 00 to ~.~300,000 .00 
·operating only on s ·aturdo.ys ~ 
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DU1'CH . GOLDE~QNfJ~tl[l~~ for LolJI S SHOI-!BFRG , 

a Top Hoo_dlum of .the NYO . ·· · 

In ApriJ. , 1947, BEH N i~.J1DT:;N Wll S re ~.~ o·1.;.tcd residing 
at 101 West 55th Str·oet , NYC, and r -::!)Ortedly had been 
backing 'Qr.>ond-v.n:ty shows for a f <) tv prlor sonso.ns . 

NY 165- C advised . in 1951, that he.had heard thnt 
BEN ·M:.HDEN. was operating in part in Ho.vun!l , Cuba for the 
g~1bling syndicate and about t wo jear s earli e r had been 
sent to th.;r F~rench Ri vt (:n:•a to i ntrod'lCf: ·the imtcrican crap 
game i nto French gambling hous0s·. · · 

. 'NY 99 - C a lso advisod in 1951, th;."- t BEN t--1L 1DEN had 
gone to Buropo as o. reproscnt~.tlve of J~mericun .~<lmbling 
intc r c ntn . Informant stated that 11itRDEN ' S purpose wo.s to 
:)..oo.k into th0 possibility of oponing a g.ambl:tng casino and 
to int·roduc o the ii.!nerican g ame o.f cro..p shooting • Informi:mt 
stat ed . that MhRDEN ho.d .startcd t o gnln prominence in 1930 
or 1 <.' 31 v.rhon he shot a nd ki llod his ·j) artr1er ; Hi.R'={Y BLOCK, 
'r~ho WJ.s in p artnership t.ri th ·IV!/ifiDEN i.n the Alabama Cl ub in 
NYC . 

According to n Pifiko~ton 0 Gtectivo A~anty ~ eport 
d a.t ed 9/15/52, wh:i. ch \vD.s t• Gc 0 i ve d · c<m a ct'mfi-denti n l basis 
from JOSJ<;PH A. v..:.;.VON, lS;38 Hc.rrls-on St., Hollywood., ·Florid,a, 
informants had ad vi s ed that H.~··mEN h::•.<'l. Cth inter est i n tho 
San So\w i R~~ stn.urrrn.t in HE.tvt.lna . · -hc eo.~·cUng to that report 
infor.mD.tion had be~n r 0c0i vod in NYC: th~ t 1'--1::~.RDEN hc,d sev e red 
a connection wi th a j a~alry exchange at 37 West 47th St. , 
thr ee monthn ear•1i er . Lfr:tomi:'.-thm h ::-. d a lso bo on r ecei vod 
tha t MltRDEN v.ras fi nanci a l l ~r i nt erested in the Blue Ghai n of 
Cuba, a Bavan.a Radio Sta.tion . · · 

~ ~ In ~q.y ,, 19.S? , :E~)_~J ;':.HD L. ~CER , " 5.50 Park Avenue , · 
NYC, "5:<Nised oh .. a .eonfldential baa~-'L~~at :tt ha.d .r -ecently __._. . 
come to hi-s at to.n t i ·Q·J:il -thcte BEN MARDE.N had furnish-t;Jd financial 
backing to -Pi!le.side.nt Bii/.I'IST!t iR GuQG. ,f.or tho ·r e vG> l uti·on 
which plac.ed BATISTA tn 'fl'Otv\i: r . Ho do~l.i lied t o g ive .the 
s ou.:rce of t h:is .. i.nformat i.G.n and stated ·that as a result of 
this finCtncial 'b .~c·king, Mli.RDEN then had cont r o l - of all 
g mribling i n Cu,ha . · 

' 
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111 156• C ad££~FfQ~A~J , 1951~. , . that TONY 
· GOBELS 11a s a good .frit":Jnd of' l:~Ti!N !vu. ::w~~~~r . GODELS . ivas alletsed . 
to h.avo a good connoct:i.on ~vtth Colcn(:: l 3i~TTS'l1A of .Cuba 
:::md spent quito a b :i. t o"f ti.me in Cu.bil ;. 

TONY GOVELS i. s am aJ,ias o f .hN'rHQNY R.1:CCT. , F'BT 
#2?724}A, u r_t'op Hoodlu.;-n. of tho }Uami Of:f ico ~ 

ln No,;c::rn bei•, 1955 , i~.L: 2937 - G o.dvised the Albtmy 
Office tha t BEN H AfWEN had been o. t S~rn.togn , NY, dur ing 
li.ug:ust, 1955• Irtf6rm3.nt sta-ted thr.d; HiJ~Dl~N wu.s o.l1eged 
to .be · 11s soc:i.atod 1J.ri t h bJ\.NNY ARNS'fgf N t.nd NAT HERZF'ELD, .. 
weal thy NY bus:blessmen, :tn p urcht'\.s ing Gul f stream naco Track 
in Florida . Informa.tft stat.er1 that negoti o.t 1. ons m:i.. ght be 
closed ln t h o nof,r ·fut :1re on a figure ::i.n the neighbo r ho'od 

~~ . of ~~, 00,000 . 00 . 

!ri 1946, tho Lbs Ahgelas . Office advised that JACk 
BlJBKE was quite close to HICKEY COHEN n.nd had t-econtly b~;cn 
rnant~ging C8·r.:mN·' S gambling jGint :tn l)u:;,·>~xlt'lk, C..a,J j.J~;ar!'kia . 
Informants of tho Los . Angeles Oft' i eG"'. h:.~.d st ,2t ed · t ha. t J'ACK 
BTTPKR ·-· o.~ am. f)D·O' the D""" r:' ]"'·' )\' ,... hood l1Jn\ <> . (r " i'·' b 1 --,r ~ ;, n' rl potty . Jv ·.\ .L:J VV(... "- . ... : .... 0 \,.(.,t.t l , , ~ ""' • . ..t\~ . . - · · ~ ., ;.·.:> l .'\.,.1J .;U .._. •· '- • v 

crooks who hung tJ.rcun d NICKEY COI:IBFfl S Night Club, thq La Brea 
Social Club in Los An~olus . 

In 1947, · tho tos An r~:(;les· O.ff lco ad•r is<3d that . 
JACK BUHH:E had boon identifi e d b-.:r A1:~ sistant Ch:J.of of Police 
JOE REED , LOs Angelo s PBlice be p;rt~obt, as be i ng o ne of 
tho individuals assocint ~,d t-r-i __ th J'!II CIG~Y COHEi'-l' in o. gambling 
hou se oporation • . Ho stnt&d. th&t .othnr incii vicl.uals ass©ciatcd 
in' thi.s opc ratibn v·wre SANDY ~JATSON (f0rmer LAPD Office r .), 
.T.IM CONTRNrO ( form.::.: r Nnyor o,f H-unt :i.ngton P::lrk ), Dl-:.VE Ru?:nN 
(Hell known member of. the COHEN g ::>.pg ) t.>,n d PHILIP Cl~RIBI , 
LAPD //21482 . · . . 

' 

Offic0 . 
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CONFIBE~AL_, 

(~ In Jl:prii, 1 9f)O, ~LSEP' ~tCJ::LESI; wt~ . , J oe i:1i vers, 
fr om :t:IXC, ;t-l t'.. s '·':r>~)rt ed t c~ lt ...... vo :-t ] ; .r:::. ted a e .r' a~v5o.mE:r c..t 
Hnrr i s o.n, i\ . ., during 19J.t,C.J ~nd 1 9:)0 vJi th J .:,Sl:!.!Plflr>E GE!JH.GIJ~~~ 
wa. , Jo~~ . -1Uco 4! J .:;MF U~'.P i~ :./H:: , H R ., 

11 Jj_ . .rrrrni_e_ T.he-S.t:J.i-L:..f-1
, 

anc~ F'·~ , .• i.'i~IGGiii.NG 0 rl'~ gdme wn s reported to have boc ri 
rai dbd b~~he We stches ter Co unty She~J . ff's vffi c c ond ~he 
Hnrrison PDo ~~ . · · . . 

I n Nov$mber, 195 3, on inf orm~nt n dv j. s ed that . J OE 
RIVEHS op,:;rf:!.t ed a b6o k a t t h e Moi ann 'J' nvc rn o n We stche ster 
Av enue; , Br o nx;· NY, cmd htd pr ..:;vlously worke:;d ot Ycn kcrs 
Ho.c c way . 

/ 
I n 1 953 , info~·matio rt wc.s r oc eivod from tho 

Tho r oughbred Hac i ng Pr o t oct 5. ve Bur en.u tha t J·~' SEPH SILESI 
o f tho Pi ne P.nper .Compcm y , · 532 tvest 57th St., NYC , had 
be e n o j octod· f rom Hin.l en.h Pnr•k l/20/I.J-7, f or bookmo.ktng . 

. . . \. . . 

NY 1 36..-C ndvi s 0ct in Dc:c Qrilb,:;r, 19) 3, that J OE 
i.H VER S a nd ( PNU ) i!J'ULT,IGLN \.ifc;ro op or ati ng · a v ery 'hi g era~ 
game s ome v.rh0re p·n LI., as sii?t e d ~)y n p r; r-s on n icknamed 11 Lr,bel 11 • 

I n f or .m<·>nt "' -'l Vl' s' ·, ,l t ·''1' ' 't 3·P '•) 0 l 'l" "' (' :'' j~ f'i c ·l " ] 3 T.r c.r ·· '~"> ··c· ·d ~}' ]' ng ' ·' ~· \_.c ·~ '· • l ' U 0 J.. " ' ' ' .J • J • • - " · • . L ' " - ~ \'V (,J ~J ,, l, V •- .. . 

~~10,000 . 00 n mbnth~·p :xy -- off f o r t h:i.s ,:~ c~\tt o. :tni' c:•I'llltmt·~lso 
a0.vised t ho..1&·· :1HY. . . ~LP l;o! .~":. s n ls0 dno o f tho gn.me 1 .s oP orators 
and t ho. t J 0 _ .... -.: N· S, HGll -known :c o.ckctec::r; .. 0\rJnGd a pl eco o f 
tho g rune . . V4=- . . · . · . · · . 

NY 20'1- C adv i sed ir-1 }1o' c h , 1954., t £i f).t an incli~·idual 
known o.. s "Bundy '' or 11 l.'-38:n:tyn 1tJ·::\s t.h c shy::)..ock .for t h o mo b at 
J , E A~.:NIS 1 S ~~mo~ Informnnt. st ~tod that t~i s i ndivi dual 
n l~~ys carrJ· (: ~ n 1 ~r~~ ~~~u -~ ·~ ~ (' ~ ~h o r- h i n p 0rn o n ~n· d w"'~ c..~ w ·..:.... <.:.~. • · '(..!.. ·~.;.. _ t: .. t;,V (, ....• u.·.._.J · L.L V ... .:J. , •. . .:1 .. · . 1 . ,.,_ '"'"> .. •• .'j ( . .. . ~- U \,l 

<:> short lTi l" "1d l '-' ~ '"'Crl m " Yl Wi .. V ' y bC) ' J '''~ l e rr S ~- . ·~ . ~ ' ! . .' \J - \, .i_:~ .... 1. ~·""-· · - ' . ··. . - .,-. \.• U . .;;£!-' "" ' \l!f.~ ~ . 

. I n 195LJ. , J \:)SEPF ,:. I LESJ; , ZQ.5 Laf~Y.ette St ._,.._ .. N.¥-:.G_. .. ~· -~1 Hn s a mong · o. list ~)f NYCr . .:- bookmaking s·1J.sp e c ts. · . · ---=r 

IU VEI1 S 
one o f 

NY 205 - C or~v:i. S·:.ld i n 3 0pt embcr' 1954, tha t J CE 
h a C! a J_ 2.r g o fl. 0 ating crnp g ame in Nnss a u County, 
t ho thre e J. u r gost game s 1,n tho NYC Dl" EHl . { _, ( j 

- 10 -
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CONFIO~JIAL 
.I ri Jnriuir.y , 1954, . Det ectiv e HEh BEhT fh Jh LE.'Y , 

District f. ttorney Stn.ff; ·NYC, adv:l.sed that a cc or d ing t o 
informants , JOE hiVEhS vJas runninG a biF; crap game i a 
Lid . 

. I n !Jiarch , 19.54 , F'R.\NK NOLI·.N , Schenley Liquor 
Company , . a dvised nn a confidenti a l ~~sis that he had 
rec e ived infqrmotion indicnting th~::~t JOE Rl VEh.S was ·· 
the tight -hand man for JOE . ADQN~S and had a loa n shar k 
associate called " Label" . NOLAN advised that hlVEhS · · 
j9b was to collect tho syndi.c~-tt:: cut ·or" ·gtunb:Ling in l'fY.·. 

NY 207 - C advt ser '\ i'1a r ch , 1954, that JOB· '1"-tlVEhS, 
a right - hand man for JOF~ ~~~}~i was running one of "the 
largest .dice games in l~ l •·lJ1U ~ AA-/ 

I n 1955, the Al bany Offtce a dvised t ria{ informa~ i on 
f-r om an i nfor mant ind icate d t hat JOE hl VEitS had becm . 
affi liated with gambl ing casino s i n New J0rsey, Saratoga · 
Spring-s , NY , and in Las Vegas. AL 2937 hr.td advise~ 
ft l ba:>-y S~ico that RI~~· -· -vms as~ociated with i.VlfrNNYA ~ROw.N , 
!>i.A~ ~~ .~,..,rof:.ttUNO , and JO~ .t; S'rEFi'J'lit i n tho ope~- of an 
e l abor a t e gambling c s . blishmont s e t up by J~~/J_ ~IL1~DI 
at Glendale , .. ~ Simi l ar info:rma tion hed bceFl r e c c:hved 
by the · i~lbany Office ·from another infor mant . · · 

NY 8L~2 - C o.clvi scd i n Jr.:tnuar··,y- , 1956, th~t · E hiVEhS 
wa~ a~o i a t cd witl} l•'£L:".N · OS'l,EL.LO , Ji,.UES . (SOliN ul'lBELL, 
HJ.tt OLD t.nD, . and a JOJ.i' ·, iJ.::-lOh , all li:!',1por tar1 t ge{..o,~ ' r 1? , in a 
large crap· game opora : ~ng i n tl~~cit a~ ea . <'W ~ . 

NY 842- C advi s ed in Jqnc , 1956 , that JOE hiVEh$ 

Ad a~iec? of a lar. l oa ting. crr.p gamv together with 
~OLD /~ .. riD, HUGHIE . LLIGM'l" and crnH . .LIE~N.i;~r.cr-Li~P.S ~~ 

., =20M .. C,-Q ~ I . . -- . ..~ . . --

11 

CONFID~AL ~ ....... . • ' -
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NY . l ]q,..C n.rtvi s (;;c1. in .J.m u.t:ry;: 19_57, th::\.t the di c o 
gnmc op or· ::~tod by J OII: 'i:ti V}\:h S O.nd j-{TjGHIE Nt.TIJLIGli.N wa s the 
b i gge st gamo 1.n NYC. 

In J 'I.J.l y , 1957 , t h o id.b ~::.ny 0ff i ce .n.-.:tv i s E:·1 t ho t 
ucc0 r -ding to P.CI I I J::··E \\I VEJ S v.J :.l. s ~~.) nnoctod 
1--ri t h n . q;r uup o p er a ting t he lfLa k,;· House 11 o utsi de :r ... ctk o Goorge 
t-TY . · Ct l10r i w livi d.u.D.ls i n :this ___ grou p 1--r o re GUS (LNU - possibly 
IvFn PHY), VJho formerly w.:> :r-J.rccl. ;fe>r F'l:U;,NK (} ) STELL·:·! a t t he· Villa 
Nov-2 Club , NYC, GUS'S bro the:r - i n - l nv , li.V~X (LNU), n·unclc · 
Poto 11 M-:; .1IU~J::! N , nFc,t Boy11 C: NSTl\ .l'irn rm , c:.nd JULI US G :-r.DSTEJN .• 

·) n 5./11/56 , 'J _·,s EP H·'SI TJ:f;ST. , wn. .• , J oe-:; J:i.v ors, was 
int o!:>v i e trivd b y "SA -~~H.A"l;.l.S J • . ) 1 T CLE c..t SIT ... ESI' S reside nce,· 
2AS L n f oyct te '· S t . , NYC . SIL::!':SI c. ·'vU.w d t h n. t h o wn.s tho n 
cmpl'oycd ns n. me di i:l't:; o:r by tho rl.'oy N.o v ol ty Vihn'k ors Uni o n ; 
Int or ·nn.ti·::mul JJop11 223, ::t-32 ~1/q st 1.J . .3rd St . , . NYC . • 

Th. ·-~·· 11 N./"',w· Y c)r·-l,. :--. , ,'-t l y· Ne-·w· <:< 11 o f l / 0 lr:.'-8 c "'rr"'·J·· "'' C~ . '"n · - ~ , \.:i . ~).. :. ) 1..1... · .. . . • ' .L. .1 .:;> _... ~) I :J. J t. .t.. .. V - U. 

:.~.rt i ·cl 0 .s t a t ing t hn. t ·_,J OSI!PH SILJ<.;SI, ~"ll :io..~ , J ~) r-:3 - Hi vors~ ago 

OTHER 4 

60, .of 265 L.a f ny ct to St ., -NYC , ·. t:~nrl S"~N 'J\) j'I'iL,I•'PICAN'.PE , . ~-~"'~ . . 1 
"' 1 ' " ... L· . ... ' Q,... ~ t r. 1"'\ ...... .. I 2 o f ., nm D" r-~,1 ···:.i;·j d !1 ... r· . W" nt~~ .. ~ - ·~~ .. ~· .. # \ .'~ .: .•. :1 ... .. ..,. ·. _ OUl·~ l"-' '-'U . u S, . , ,,.,.,<:; q... . ~ '-'·' • .r · u. , . . ...;;..• · ..... , 'VIh :.! 0 "' v c ---·;;-~·-· '!-:::-._ 

f t , ,_. •· , . tt - ' r n····"T '1NA S'I' '' QIJ· 1-- · 11· ~ 1'· '" · o r quo s ,J: _:nn.ng 1 n .t1 1:J .~ ~ .w ·D.~' .. ·.< 1. H · t l.>.J . ~ -.. :t. _ :t.ng o . l •CCO,rc ln.g · 
t ·:::> this ct.r' t i ·c'i. c , Di s t r i ct Attor ney ·F;.:~l .. NK ~r:·nAN . htv.:i. min::.mnc. ed · 
a t ~l pross .· c·on f or onc e t hn t it h o.c1 be do:m6 cxtromol y irtJp.ort'a nt 
t o l:~xmn:l. n0 . 'iUif::'Z,.~ s n n d . T.:1AF'FIC/~Wf.' E be f o r o . t he Grund Jury 
c oncerni ng ·t ·hc /~N..:\STicSIA killing on J.0/2()/~; 7_. IIOGAN W8 s 
q uo t ocl. l:'. s . s a y i ng t h a t ho hc li e vo c1

. t he ir t c st~J. mony mi g h t . 
shc(l. lig ht 0 n thG motivet:i. ~)n f or thi s ki LL i n g •. Acc 8 r cling 
to this etrt :i. cl o fi ·,:n UT:~ .'iS ,,r,:_·, s i.'1.,;; s cri b o,:'. by :··;i stri ct At torney 
lr ;GAN ns b e i ng 1c.n cxt r> cmo1y a c t i vo · :::lpor n.t or in g an1bl i ng 
c i rcl e s a~(~ .. on . :i. n tim_n tc: ?f _many ho ~),:l.l u~ns, i ncl udi ng tho 
murd -=·'rccl l' ' 11J'• om ,. Ql ''· 11 ·<1 1[~<'("' w nt;, ,., '7' 8CI'1 1)"' '·] · "" r:' t nit' o f .. v ..1. • 1\ .t4:.:> .L. ... ~1J .l·1• .!. - _ • .. :.J .. 0 r .. ,o ..... . _.. .. _ ' '~ .t'~ · · (..\. , :) .;J -J ' 

modi urri b u:i. l(1, d t>. rl<: c~YmpL,xi ::m, gr o.y h n i r, nnd ::! c ,')nserva t i vo 
dressc~. Acc or d i ng to t ho a rt i c l e , ~i s trict At t or ney HOGAN 
omp has i. 7..c d th::.'. t ·;nVF}..\S ::~ r: '1 rr-;u,;;J•:;;.,T. c :,N'PE l·Tore n ot .want ed as 
t h t 1 k ' ll ·) f ~ v~~m i sr A c a c u a 1 _c rs . . .... _J.., ..... d . H· _ H. 

- 1 ~~ -
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