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Set forth below is additional information which has been 
developed concerning activities of American gamblers in Havana s 
the submission of referenced lettero~~ · jo/1~~~ 

DJB:ptm 
(11) 2 cc. 

l. c c. 
. ·l (.. (., 
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Havana letter to the Director 
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VAUGHAN further informed that the Hotel Nacional receives $·300, ooo ,. : 
a year from the casino for renta~ and that in addition the .gambling 
casino pays for the high priced entertainment that is brought in for 
the winter tourist season. PCI CELLINI advised on 1-7-58 that he · 
seriously doubts that SAM TUCKER has any money interest in the casino 
in the Hotel Nacional. He s.aid that SAM TUCKER and JAKE .. LANSKY frequent! 
work together in the casino and that there ·'is no doubt .t'hat JAKE LANSKY 
is the boss and that SAM TUCKER is merely working for him. {J().,M./ 

:@tel eomi.Q ca.nlli>J100~ , L--. ..• Y 
n the past this casi~~Lhas been manag.e_d_.b.y_RALPir'"XREINA, . 

FBI No. 1 0469~ who previously was associated in gambling" actiY~t~es ._..,__ . .~------ --·- ~--.. . -
in Tamp,a., .... Elo~-ida, and on gamBlTng s~· s off the · West Coast. This 
c~sino is frequented by mostly Cubans r-HAV-4, · who has furnished reliable 

.information in the past, advised on echmber 13, 1957, that SANTO ; 
· TRAFFICA.!I!E, JR.'( , ~s an interest in the· gambling casino in the Hotel · 
Comodoro.;J ~@LU; · 

~ ifu't e l_ff~..Y.ana._RiY..i..~r..a...Ca~ n'o g ~ 
1 

i - On January 7, 1958, it was asce rtained throug~ob ervation 1 j 
) that the casinoj the Hotel Havana Riviera is doing a t endous ~ .. 
: . ·I·- € _siness. The vening floor_b.oss.-~a~t 7.thi$_ casino is DIN . LLINI and 
i~ the ~f~~~ ~~ b~~~ is MAURICE '. OROWITZ, who was bro~ght . from Las 
·'J-:'·~' egas by EDMUND VINSON, .who is : i ov.er-=:.a!.!_gE~rge -~~ ~~e _gaml?ling . 
·:. ·· operation~ . -~f .. t.~4? . Hil-X~n.~ _R~yj._~ra. On December 23, 1957, FRA~NTILE~ 

who- operate~ the poker ·~able at the Sans Souci Night Club, advfsed tha , 
the pr1nc1par money Ti1t"fie casino at the ~avana RiViera belongs to ~ i 
MEYER LANSKY and· HARRY and BENY1HrfTH~(( . .9~NJ;.ILE indi<?ated th~t the true( . . 
name of the SMITH brothers, _ wlfb\ reput·e~l:y..J;af.e· --hot~l ope}:'ators in Tor..Q,Jlio, 
Canada, is not . SMITH, but be said he had no information as to what t~eir 
correct name migbt . be . ~~ 

~Y.-bCapr.-i-C~sino :)-~ .,...M/ . 
. . 

On Deceinb~r 18, 1957, , Jt : '"'IEBERBAQM, part ·- _L<l:L :tl!.~ ... · · 
Hot e l ~~i, advi~ed that CHARLEey J;TE, aka·. 1 CHARLIE 1 OURINE, RICHARD an 

. -~ffi~§,\_I _£_0!!~.'!'~~~_9 cont~}.l\le . ·t~ h.aye substantial int r~sts!!L_~~~~asiiid 
at the H' .tel Capri. )He intimated that these ind~viduals were m~pers"'·of .. 
t be Ma.fJ...~ ..... and that t~e Mafia definitely has an int.erest in· the gambling 
operations in the hotels and night clubs in Havana . [..t/1 -~ / · · 

. I "~~ . 
On 12-19-5[7 PCI GOFFREDO CELLINI advised that NICHOLAS .·· 

DI CONSTANZO 1 wa., J¥~~ T.JjE~~l!~- i s · the . ~ig ~or in . the gambling. 
casino at the Hotel Ca~ri . ~M/ ~71\~-:~:-~·'f{lJ\l ' . 

\ · ;.~ . ·. •.-~ · r.··r·,-.. -.-.. ·r. 

- 2 - .. 1\: ·:.r:· . ~~:--,.~·~~ ~}l 
...,; ' · ~ ·~ .. lw ;:,,~ '11. 

·-·-----· ----------
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Havana letter to the 'Director 

On December 30, 1957~ JULIO FERNANDEZ, mentioned above, 
advised be bad .been personally inf·ormed by SANTO TRAFFICANTE that 
TRAFFICANTE bas a substantial interest in the gamtiiing casino at 
the .. Hotel Capri. (1> A-A/ ... ... ·' : ··. ,,.,. . . 

[ JOE MARTIN, also me~tio~ed above; advised on 1-2-58 that 
'i;•') be bad been confidentially informed that the casino in tb~-- Hqtel Capri 
/ 1,. ~s ~.e.(l._b~approximate~y-.. orty different inpiviouals . ~o~tiies-e·-:­
;; \ 1nd1vidua~s a e THEODORE IPSON, wa o 1 SUGA~OWN, PHILL~fr~!!ORSKY, 

\. ~~·· · J;...l!R¥ ;~._.....9<?.~§,~ . ·WhO 'So operate§...t .hg __ ,:r~~-~u~apt ... fn.~liie Hotel ~ "pr~, .. 
1 . RRI , . SANTO TRAFFICANTE and an individ~al ~nown only as ONY ~OX.'.'~ 
1 fro Newark p New Jersey. Other sources have indicated that G ORGE 
\isrepu1:eafo~i1ave-·a· ·p i e c e of the casino in the Hotel Capri and e 
source bas advised that RAFT himself stated that he OWnS a part in 
the casino. ~,.v./ . . 

~.:t.~J.- Se.:v.il-la--Bi·l -tmore ..... Cas.i'l;lQ:? / x A ;lA/ \ ., 

1 . . This casino is owne~~ C~pan Congr~sman, AMLE~TTIST~. 
V/~he only American kn~~ to be employed-in~t'l:iiff·casino is W-ILLIAM HENRY 
:j ~ ~j E!GJ.;I.,,..:wa., ROBERT M· \~.: RRINGTON (B-CM-2), who :~is; suspecte~i' -Ofbefnif ... 

' one of the subj ects ~n two ·Judge Baker swindles which took place in 
\....... Havana in 1957. 

~l}S.._S_(:>...Y_Q.i ijight ...... Cl.ub-.C.a!?~~o'?!- (ff.-)/~ . . . , 
~ ~-~·iJY_. 

The prineipal~.\ s l"zr ""'tbis casi~p continue to ~SANTO U_~* -;­
TRAFFICANTE, JR;, , and JQE, " TASSI, wa . , JOE> ROGERS.! . JIMMY KER, a (li'·· __ 

brother-in-law. of ·niNO INI, . was former \Y in charge of the Kiosko, .. - · 
a ·, small gambling casino that is an adjunct of the Sans Souci and which 

/ 
is frequented by a "poor money crowd." BAKER returned to the United ·; 
S tes in early .January , 19$ for an operation: ~) ,.,..-' . . )-: · 

Q.J,..Q..~~~_ Ni· ht· Club _:C~~~no:r {_}(>r/ . / 
This casino is a Cuban operation. Tbertprinci~l interests~\ 

in the casino are o~~<LPY. MARTIN FO nd A YARDURAAidOYA. ARDURA ). ·. 
has been described bntCI <P otect) as . the . . OTHER 4 

"bag man" for ROBERT~ . ERNANDEZ~ !RANDA, b~.Q.th.er .. :::..in~la:w .. _of .. .. Pr.esi.d~;n:t_ .. / 
BATISTA • . I J h indicat d that through ARDURA, {~RNANDEZ . 
dida.tes who is allowed to set up slot machines in Cuba. (N~ 

L~--- - -~ .. .. ... .... - .. . _ ... .. - -·-------~-------' 
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~· ~.-. iit i ; 
~-.,lfntma;rtre_l!j,ght C_ty.!l..-,Ca:sin~ p./ 

J~ ~ · This. c~~ino, which · w~s repu~edly owned by INDALECIO 
Y~~RTI~!Y!A, . . a S!!E.an, has gone out of businesso f!H ~ 
. ~ie;,t~~- ~~J<~ce~T~ac~ ~ . . . . . 

In ·an article ·dated ·necember '"'l8, 1957, ;in ·the Havana English­
language newspaper·, The Havana .Post·, it was stated that the "five and 
six" betting sy~tem at the Orient~! ' Piu.•k Race Track would be . operated 
electronicallY. in the near future'. It was indicated that approximately 
$800,000 worth of electronic equipment was being ins~alledo Commencing 
with the middle of December horse racing was to be ·beld at the track 

three times a week, Thursday, Satqrday and Sunday. · Acco~ding to HAV-4, 
( who has furnished reliable information in the pa~~~he' oper~tio /Qf the · 

. -~ race track · continues to be in the bands of LOWE~~RRELL. gambling 

I
' casino in the Jockey Club at , e track is operaJ.ed by .·GEORGE _ VINE, 

. a close associate of CARMI ~DI ~lAS~, -~9_2~71.l~~ . . . . · 

I d/ PCI {conceal) advised · on i2-30-·57 . that JACK OTHER 4 

l)\~p.BQE;LL, who had .previously been reported to be the operator of tii·a··or:im' 

I 
\

Park Race· Track, was · ·in actuali·ty · a ·technical adv-i~or.· ·and· that after 
PURCELL· had straightened out op~rations at the track and put them on a 

! going basis he· was paid. off with a .. rubber check. n Source said tb~t 
t PURCELL went back to Miami after being unable to get a~x, payment for ~/, / 

his services and that an individual by the name of JAC~XCOOPER, who ~~{, 
Qp.er.ates-on-'Wes.t_fJ&g!.~L ii!_M!_ami and who had·:. recommended PURCELL appea ·­
ed at the track about three weeks before. in an effort to obtain some 

I 
i 
l 

money for · PURCELL~~ i 

·,DDITIONAL ·cASINOS 'ALBEADY ··UNDER CONSTRUCTION. ~ 

~.:':1... A so~rce ha~ advised that a~ additionai casino is presently 
beihgi' constructed in the old Hotel Plaz~ in . downtown Havana and that 
the individual .1with the principal money 'interest in this operation is 
JOE STASSI, wa . , JOE ROGERSo Another source tias informed that the · 
Hotel . Deauville, a recently remodeled hotel on the Malecon in Havana, 
would also get a li·cense .for a gambling casino. This hot~~_~~ reported 
to have been remodeled by an individual ~Y the name of SAM~E j~m­
Miami of>~Ju_other sources indicated ~hat JOE STA.SSI is lin line for the 
operation of the casino in this hotel . /f;(J . / . \~ ./ 

" •'£\\ ~. r Y / ,41"' W 

i
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