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... - , .. ·~ .. . ... . -:---.,~=·· ' ..... 

S>f.~AR~ ';~M NO, 64 0 • ' ~ . 
lr·~~'-v .o ~- ~ (\ . · , l 1 
Offipe . Memor-andum .. . • uNrrEn sTA:rEs GovERNMENT 

. T•o • • . Director, · FBI- .·.··· aJNFH:l(NTI~A~'~•juO.e 25, . 1958 · . 

,i FROM /rxJ Le.gat, Havana (64-153) ~~ .,,&asofr. I"CI~ ~v -~----~~ 
'I_ suBJJ;~:U1,.-t2·AMERICAN- GAMBLING A9X,IVITiEs IN cullte of_ .Review. -~ _,1_-~ · -·" · · t~,:~ 

~\
2- · .1· Af:tTI-RACKETEERING e;. J.... . . . Q · (}_ a C3w ,f/1/i · - :'"I:Vr··· -~ 

::i~f . )IJ. v " • ~ . d r:;$: ~ f . ,/~ V}j . . 
: . ~.. . -.c-·--~~-\~lf. , Ill' 

't · Reference Havana letters May 9 and May 29, and New York 
..>~ ~ 'letter to the Bureau June ·~~, 1958. :._' r _ ;-.• 

~-~·· · deve. loped. Set forth b~low is additional ·information which has been . · ;::, · 
~ concerning the activities of American gamblers in Havana ·.":~-·o 
~~N. since the submission of H_~_. vana le~ter · of May 9, 1958: ~t TNF m,r 
~.)i . ,_'· B· ON r-ONTAt""""' • ..,.{ . EREIN . . .... L A·~ 
>- "'\ .... ! . . · . . . CASINOS IN OPERAT-ION · · EXCEPT '"~H·~. , ,:;."' .!l.SSIFIED . ':. 

• . . . lq . fl SHOWM /• 
, c:o-~~ . . )r , If . • . • · · . . /"' ~liERWJ:S ~ ·<.,.. ti·. 
) ~'-~ WILBURl\CLARK's CASINO - HOTEL NACIONAL ) H t. . .dJt..~ ··~c· L (__;t.._.i .'Wc.." · · . :7o ::.:' 
~ ~ 1 ---"· .... : .. . ~~i·s· -~~s~-~o -~o-~t i~nu~~--~~ -:-~; ... ,~o;~;~~~d~;Y~:;~~t~d~~kl:s~~~f~ · .? ... 
:5 · !~reviously ident~fied : to th~ Bureau . JAG~~SKY7J,"-M(amt~ -~6P: lt~;~~;t;'fi~J 
(j ;e.,1s the overseer ?-n . th1s cas1Q.P.. ·r · .. \ ~"" ~- .... , __ -~_. .. "-" · · . ~ .'~;- : .:~ 
';li c . . ·-.. ~--~ \; :! ., \ ( j., \ l· ·'· '; , I '•i i . I i \/~~ ,.JoF i " '· ~-- r l. -~:-
....... • • • . . ..... ._ '_ ) •. • ).:..•_:..: ... ' .. ~ ; . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. ,., •• · · · -· ..... ~)", ~!'.. '- ~ . • /.~ ; 

, On May . 9, 1958, · GEORGF)./FENTRESS, ..£!~.l?-~::::-~~:a_J;~!.-~~~!!l~. . · 7'~ :f= : 
, g~~!Jl~?fL5~a_s~~-o ~t t~~ H<?~~. l.- Hav~na-Hil~o:q!'~ ~~v~sp~ct~~S R9Y -~Vill!~ ·1 ___ ~\~ 
<-(~, who was formerly employed at the .cas11no.V'fn'1 the· - ~otel Nac1onal, :·z ~~ 

'v, &;- ·was. going to the -l?O~iJ:!}....£~1!--~I?ub!}c to_""9.P-~!:~:t.e . a ·: gall}ol:j,·nK .9~~i.,I?-o · · ~ _·:· .. 
>' there for . DUTCH, JSHlELDS .• D . . fl " -' •1, i-, ·I' . . . -·~-- . :· -;: . . -- .. - -.. ·---- -;,~· ·-- .. - - J ?''-\\'V\il.O A f'\:7...·-•·\.v. IC..,., <u . . . 1\ ' >' . ... .. .. -· , _ .. _, ____ .. _ .. _ c.:.::> .,, •. 

. on rr13.y i4, ·1958, HAV-31 advised that sAM1\Tu~R, t9-!-l_e_o!,. ·.. ;ioT~ER 4 
4th~ __ ig_t.~.z:~;st . J:l<?J_g_~F..§ . J_l;l tll.~ .- g~mbling - ~a;s~n<?. .. a.~ .. ~l!~ ~o-~. N~e-~n:~~ H~.:.::: :~!f'J, .:: 

;~had returned· from a conference in N_~_\!_"Yc;>rk with his o~~er a~sociates ~.. .. f:;-c,_-_ 
'rl,..// concerning ·the steps to be taken regard1ng the recent regul~Jion . · ·, ::~ 
1 adopted by the Nevada Sta-te Tax Commission a:p.d. Gaming Cont~<;>l: Board ' : 
Lrr/0 requiring that . individuals with interests. in gambling ~siqgs.: in - t1 r • 

1

\( f Nevada co';lld ~ not pa~ti<?iJ?ate · in_ gamblin~,- operations i,n Cuq~~:-: · . #.'~ _\~ 
. HAV-31 sa1d that an 1nd1v1dua1· named LEE?WE~DER had be~ !l.~!f.~x;g I;' 1 ·r~ 

for_the past several mo~ths in a · se~i~supervisorl capacity in ~he ffJ. ~ 
cas_1_~<_> __ at t~e .: .1I~t~-~- ~e.<:~?~-~-~~ · PCI I . _ {conceal) ad'{1~edj ) l ,: . 
~hat WEIDER was brought from Lthe Thunderbird in Las Vegas . by ordez;t /.~_..t · : :.:}· 
of JACK . LANSKY . . · . . . -:r:_v.. !.~.V:O.t.'). l :-:: b _c.... . /Ve_:_c;, 0.,.~~ :· ) ' · 

/ . On May 19, 1958, JACK -LANSKY, who operates the casino i~ 
the ~tel Nacional; confidentially advisr.d it appeared .. 1t~flt '~ the : a " . · 

.~r.n¥~~~~e- .. _~qmpo~~~ 9~ SAM 1:'YC,KER, · MORRI~LEIN~N, TOW,WcGINTY ·.and 
MO~DALITZ , who "own" . the gambling concession 1n the ·Hotel . Nacional, .,, .. ·. 

. \ • ' ·-------- . --- -·- -'- .... u .. ~.. . . I . .. ..... ---~··· · ., • ...,. _____ _ ... _ . . . ... ... . :£··~ · .. ·,_ .,.. ... _,. ·' ,·,' ._.,_ 
• · • .~ , · ... • • , .l '"-- ~ .j. t .. t 1 , :- · · . ... . H {A \/L\ " c.t. r v l 't :~;; (.;\_,. . · · · - N'¥: ': I ·,('\,, J·~ • ) ~;\ :~· "'\ 7 / p ...,- -~-· . ~=_, _:_. __ 

7 - Bureau 
1 - Havana 

(\/i~)~~~iS Jf( _l I tl:P. -
y ·: ;. · .. 

I C.. (;.... I () , : · .J ( I t:.C. ""~ cio m · ' • •· · . /'";I ' 
) IV ~C· \J\1 =m : ~ -:· 5 \ .!) o . • ·- .c~~---.. 

~~ ~~~TIM/ . :;~~ t .. :~,c:~ '~.;-jJ;;S)~esf~ .2)t~ .. /yo . 
"~'lJ. · . . . 

,JLu ~Etlf; ... . ... u1~~L ~--- \ · .. f 1~ ··. ~,..,., 
· ·, • • UU il Ht, · ~ ~ ·~ · r 

. ~~..,~<'\~~~ "':-t.~ -, i" ~ , . ~ .. ,-~. <~ \·t.·· .. 
~ \\, ';')'-'':-:;,,;~~~~ . ~ . . ... ,, ... "'~ · 

' 
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. . - ·-- ·- ----~------ -- ---- ··---·---·· - -- ----=== =-- -
.. ----~---- -- • ·- - - - -----.. . " . - '-•' .-..r.:-· =:·\ 

roNFIOI~fiAL LJ 

() . t . r---, 
~ .) I. 

Lette~ t~ the ' Direc~ 

had decided to sell their .r{ghts to this cen~e~sion . He stated it 
appeared this decision was brought about •by 'the. edict of the Nevada 
State .Gambling BQard requiring a separation of .interests by ind-ividuals 
owning gambling operations in Cuba an'd Nevada. ,. LANSKY advised that 
while the combihati~n would have to sell th~ir - concessien rights in . 
a poor market, nonetheless they had made a substantial profit on 
their initial investment in the casino during the first two years of 
operation and they would not suffer any loss. · 

LANSKY stated he was certain the selling agreement ~ould 
have to be-acceptable to the Hotel Nacional; in that the cal1ber and 
reputation of the individuals buy:ing the concession will have to ·meet 
with the hotel's approval. JACK LANSKY stated the question of wh~ther 
or not he woul~ remain in . C~ba and ~perate the casino would depend upon 
the identity of the individuals who QOught the concession. , 

LANSKY stated the com~ination hJd yet not open~d the \ 
Stardust, a new gambling casino in Las Vegas . which had been buil{ by 
them because of difficulty in ob~aining a li~ense for the Stardust 
until such time as they have sold, their interests in Cuba. 

I 
I . 

. · LANSKY stated the edict \of the Nevada State Gambling Board 
requiring a separation of int~res~s was strictly a political maneuver 
directed in the main at CLIF~ONE~, .. .former .wLi~gteJ!!H!-~Y:~!~9E . ()f ,. 

_ _tiev~-4~, and that while the . decisiol;l would, .. of course, affect JONES, 
who has just recently invested a substantial amount of money in the 
Hotel Havana-Hilton, it was also af-fecting ot"her individuals with 
interests in both places who have nbthing to ~o with Nevada state 
politics. He stated that JONES, prior to buying an interest in the 
gambling casino in the Havana-Hilton, ' had discussed the ;matter with the · 
Governor of Nevada to insure there would be no difficulty and had been 
assured he would have no problem. LANSKY stated that subsequently, 
however, JONES, . a Democrat, had thrown his sup.port behind other 
Democrats .in the forthcoming Nevada elections in November and a~ a 
result, the present incumbent, a Republican, had sent the word down 
to the Nevada State Gambling Board to "put the squeeze" on JONES. 

" . v.. . . 
HAV-31 advised on May 28, 1958, that JOE~9RISI has been 

e!lU?!Q~-~~-a~ --~-~_?.P~_!viso.£_1_~. -~h~-- -~~-~~-PQ . ~t . !_~~ .JI2.J~.!..lf~-~ .. !_.<;>na~; for a f:l..tt!'.!:_Ct:,~b J._ 
substantial period of time. Source said MORIS! was leaving·· -tpe casino ·· -
June 1, 1958, and intended spending approximatE;!ly a &month see·ing 
friends and thereafter expected to arrive at Atlantic City, .New Je.r.§..~l!..·.:. ·· _;. 
about July 4, 1958, to accept a posit ion in an i~lega~_.,gambling . l;!1 . . ) 
operation there. : .. 

j#-: 
... 

· "!."': 

will take 
: ,;_·; · ·.1.'"': 

1 • -

-2-

\-
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~ 0 

<I 
··~ 

Letter to the Director 

.. c ~b(A_ 
HAV-31 stated 'that GEORG GORDON ; who is reported to represer J· 

certain Cleveland interests and who i _s pr~sently .J!.C?.tlting .... a.t __ tl&e_ Dese;r,! 
~nn,. ~~g!s~1~~A ·come to Havana to discuss with JACK LANSKY. the 
possible sale~6f-~~~~oncession at the ·Hotel Nacional. Source said 
it appeared efforts were being made to have GORDON "front" for a 
new group of buyers of the casino. · z.· ... . ..__ · ·· -.. .,, . 

HAV-31 advised on May 21, 1958, that TOM McGINTY had come · 
to Havana to discuss the disposal of the casino . at the .Hotel Nacional. 
In this regard, on May 29, 1958, TijOMAS KELLEY, ~esident manager of 
the Hotel Nacional, advxsed that TOM McGINTY was jia Havana for the 
purpose of discussing the problems ~hat ,had aris~n in connection with 
ownership of the casino ,because of the recent edict of the Nevada State 
Gaming Board. Mr. Kelley indicated that ·\MC GIN:TY had said that SAM 
TUCKER would probably be 11transferred." On May·. 30, 1958, HA V-31 
advised that an individual named "SAMMY,. ·(possibly identical with 
SAMUEL LAWRENC~RATT, a :form_e.!: . ~~~:2£!~.t .. e .. pfJ..fl~JJ!:ANSKYs in gambling 
operat!ons .Min-.8~!.it__Cg,~_g_y~..,~ wa;s in' Havana to discuss the C.~ h'-\.. 
sa.IeOf the Nacional gambling casino. . Source said he had ascertained ":"'-. .. 
that LOUIS NIERr;tt?.:meiltioned above, ha~ a partnership with SAM TUCKER 
in an apartment building in Las Vegas': and that N.I:~R ,is ·reputed to have 
a substantial interest in theW. and S. Horse Breeding Stables · in ! 
Lexington, Kentucky . 

On June 4, 1958, HAV-31 advised tha.t GEORGE GORDON .had 
turned down the offer· made t .o him by the Desert ·rnn group . to be 

.\ 

the front man for the ~a.cional gambling· casino . . Source stated that 
a:n individual named ME~GOLDEN is presep.tly in Havana and that GOLDE~ l· 
will be. the Qp~rator==of the . Star?~ a.~ new ~gambl!ag_ casil!& .1>Jll~.;· . ~lj c.._ 
construct~ .¥ .... -~he .• ~~e,.rt .. _ I_p.g._.,c_o~b~p.~t. l:~P .,.:i,n Ml.~ . V~J~!.s. Source. s~id ·---..:_ 
further th LOUrs·· NIER, SAM TUCKER and JACK LANSKY had been invited 
to the ope 'ing of a new gambling c~sino in the West Indies, locatiQn 
unknown . 

On June 11, 1958, HAV-31 advised that on June 10, 1958 ,.~/~, 
CHAR 1\ OURINE, ~i toP.,_,hoo ... dlU!'.!, had visi.ted the casino at the~~ 
Nacion 1 to see JACK LANSKY and in LANSKY's abse~ce had talked to~-· 
HARR~LDBERG. c. v.vb CA. . I 

. ·Source ';}so advised that since MEYER~NSKY ,'· ·N·ew York to~ 
hoodlum, returned to Havana on May 30, 1958, :he had. paid two visits (' b' 
to the casino at the Hotel Nacional and on the second occasion had ~· ~~ 
been in the back room . of the casino counting thehouse \ receipts, togethe?-· 
with JACK LANSKY . 

On June 5, 1958, . JACK LANSKY advised that as yet no buyer 
had been obtained for the casino at the Nacional . He advised that 
·a decision on his part as to whether he would stay with the casino 
would depend upon wheth~r he could work out satisfactory terms with 
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\ . CONFI~TIAL, 
. ~ .. Letter to the Director 

the purchasers . /On June 13, 1958, . Lieutena~t Heriberto Hernanclez, agent 
of the . Departmeri~ of .. Invest.igation, . Cuban National Police), advised that 
the casino at the Hotel Nacional had been offered to ~e !Hotel Nacional 
itself, but that. ~0 agreement ha~ been reached~ 00 u); 

· On June ·13, 1958, PCI I lmention.e that he OTHER 4 

believed the present interest holders in the Nacional casino would 
be given plenty of time ~Y the Nevada Gaming Board to effect the 
sale of their interests. Source said he did not believe jACK LANSKY 
would leave the casino unless there was a very ·radical ch~nge in .· 
ownership . Source believed there would not be any actual change in 
ownership bu~ just a change in faces in Havana . 

. / 
On June 18, 1958 , Thomas Kelley, mentioned above , adyised 

that SAM TUCKER had received . permission from the Nevada State G~ming 
Board to take whatever time was necessary to dispose of the in~erest 
he had in the casino at the Hote l Nacionai. Kelley was .of the ·opinion 
that· TUCKER might attempt to delay ,taking acti.on on s e lling his 
i nterest in the casino until the November elections in Nevada in 
order to see whether the present 1ncumpents might lose out thereby 
.resolving his problem. 

X HOTEL HAVANA-R.IVIERA ·CASINO +\·c. v Q V\C....~ \ < . . . 

On May 21, 1958, HAV-31 advised that JULIUS E .1\ROSENGARD, . 
a member of the Board of Directors....QL.the....,.Ho.teJ_OHav.an_i.:;.RiY.i,.e.~a, is . 
acting as MEYER LANSKY's legal representative and also as h~l gambling i 
representativ~ in Cuba in LANSKY's absence from Cuba. Lltc..vavtt;..l c~'-tl~. 

·. 1})1rn~ay .30, '1958, HAV-31 ~dvised that M4NNY~HERMAN was in.. - ·-·· 
!f~Y..ana_VSHERMAN was staying . at the Havana-Riviera Hotel. · He has "-....:,~ 
F.B.l ·NO_t_i.47418. In 1953, he worked as a shill in the g~mbling casino 
at the Sans Souci .Night Club. SHERMAN has the 'reputation of being 
an operator of "fast dice games. " 
~·~------ -.ll _ Q . "'""' c:c.....,.-·~.-----

J . 
1 On June 9, 1958, PCI (conceal) ·, who . 
d.s ,,~mployed as ·a "bouncer" at the Hav a-Riviera casino , advised that 
rat>.\CANTOR is managing_!.~asino......,.!.L ~o H~,!_I!,~R;vcl.,_er,a ... QQ_.,:t.~~ .,.Q~y_. ·J 
shif! and th~t JO~IN~, a Canadia. , is. Jl!~~Ag_~.Jlg,..,...the_.,cas.ino.:.,.g_q_t_he . <;;_~ ~ 
nJglt,j_,~!tJ..f.t. Source said that DIN , \CELLINI ls normally present in 
the casino from about noon to 8 . p . ~ .\ and tQat CELLINI has assumed 
the title of director of the casino . Source said .that information · 
had been received t hat HARRY-and BE~MITH, Canadian Hotei operators, · 
were ~-~p._lln~t.~-?-~~R~E~~;_~!!.~~J~l!k:tfg~:J~~~~~~.!!~!~~~?~~}~: ~a 14 I 
and casl.?O. operat1.on . ~ · "'L\. ~ 

---~~-~ ' 
. ' 

-4....: . 

- - - ---·- ·-·------------'------------~-------__J 
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I ; 

Letter t.o the .Director 

.L:· On June 2 , 1958, numerous sources advised the Legat, Havana , 
th~!--<ttf!~YER ~NSKY had returned to Cuba on 'May 30 ,. l958. In this regard, 
JA~NSKY .ad~ised . on June 5, 1958, that MEYER had returned to Cuba 
perm~nently wi t .h the approval of the Cuban Government. 

An article appearing in "The Times of Havana" on June 19 , 
1958 , indicated that both HARRY and . BEN SMITH had been .charged with 
theft .and fraud involving the stock of . the . Brilund Mines, Ltd . This 
article described the SMITH brothers as being owners of the Hotel 
Pri ce George in Toronto . and the Havana-Riviera Hotel . Both brothers 

free on $50,000 bond each ; ' 
·, . 

, I 

On · June 23, 1958, PCI advised that lilev .OTHER 4 

E I VINSON from Las Vegas is back in Hava0:a and staying at 'the Hot~bct ~Cicl~o ... 
Havana-Riviera . LEVINSON is the fqrmer director of the gambling C Z:l~ -

. , ~~"'W!:--..aJP:~&~---~~~·~~'t.t·~~ ~ 

casino at the l!av~;.-RiYi.e.rAa_~I?:~ . W~~- _@..!L j._n.t.e.r~es.t.,..liol.der .. ~ .• ,;~.n ..... tli~"""-'--c~~ ...... 
'PCii r saia~hat LEVINSON had sold· part of his-'interest in the 
casino to DINO CELLINI . . 

PCII I further. informed that on June 22 , l958, JACK ' 
LANSKY, MEYER LANSKY, EDDI#'CELLINI and MAURIC~l~HTMAN had a C k bu.._ 
private meeting in 'the rear-\of the . bar adjacent' to- the gambling C"is:J:no ..... 
at the Havana-Riviera. Source state d that another individual was 
also present whom source ,did not know . Source was unable to furnish 
the subject matter discussed at this meeting. ! 

HAV-31 advised on June 23, 1958 , that the additional 
indiv-idual ·at .this meeting was a person by the name of ALLEN , a 
bookmaker from Miami . . HAV-31 did no~ know the purpose of the meeting . . 
It should be noted that HAV-31 has previous·ly informed that LICHTMAN 
represents the interests of former, Cuban Minister of the Interior , 
SANTIAGO REY, in gambling operations ·in· Havana. · LICHTMAN .has 
frequently ·been seen in the company of JACK LANSKY . · 

~HOTEL_ --~~~R!_ -~~~I~~w:.t'~~:!~J~C~J:t~ 
. On May 9, 1958, PCI r-~---------.1 stated th~t CHARLES 
TOURINE, Miami top hoodlum, cont~nues to have a large interest in· 
the gambling casino at the Hote l Capri. Source noted that TOURINE's 

1 son had been in Cuba recently and had purchased ~ome fighting cocks 
l which he transporte d to Manila , P . I . , to use for gambling purposes '•. 

there . 
r---.... - ..., / . 

J. On May 16, 1958, PCI I I stated :that _!!.Pj3..§..R1c0 ~Qli..J.RRI:.'_ 
~ENDQZA,, o~~ ... <?.t the 2!,.~ ...... 2£.,_t~g~.!!PtK ... ~§~?__a .... t.. .th~Ho.t~el. : . 

· Havana-Hilton, LP!~-recen~~YLlost $150,000 in one night gambling · 
a"t-tne-e~r"'F.I ~:So~-~c~ ... l:~dk~:&"f·ormed that MARBI~USE, who owns 
".1!..0 ~9tn~~~~ . ...2!P~-~, had lo·s· t 1$30, 000 in one nigh~ play:rn'g· 
blackjack there. L ~c,.,_ v 4 v~ ~~~.b~ . 

-5- CONf\M .. ,J\~L ; . . 
. u~ ~~~"~ ~'~'~' ---------.. - - - · ---- - .... 
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. ' ._.. 

Letter ·to the Director · tONFI~IAl 
On June 5, 1958; JACK LANSKY stated that the C~pri casino 

1 is doing excellent late night ·business and is probably the most. success
ful gambling operation . at present in Havana. On June 13, 1958, PCI 
I l also informed ·that the Capri is the most successful 
gambling casino presently operating in Havana. 

OTHER 4 

~QIE;):._HAYANA:I!:t!ii'.QILCA§.L~~.-._~ . . ( U..\ 
fOn May 9, 1958, HAV-~made available a list of the American~~ 

who are ekployed in the gambling casino at the Hotel Havana-Hilton. A 
review of the list indicates that a majority of the ,employees in this 
casino have previously worked at the Sans Souci, Havana-Riviera and · 

; Capri casino~. · . ~ .. ./ · . 

~ On May 9, 1958 . GEORGE FENTRESS, an e~~Eyee at the Havana-
Hilton, advised that JOE I~SI, · with ~~ia! Jo~Ri1\rers, . N~~.X2£~,-~~ .• 
1!~£~.!.~m, is still ~~agin~~; the ~_!-_sino at ,!.~i!tq~~·ltc..J~e . st1af_edh 
SILESI- 'is employing his br~tfier, CHARLES SILESI, ,at the ca:s1·no~~Yl ::s6uibe·~ 
noted tha~ recently IRVIN~VITTS, a .. deal_e.r , h~d a fight with ~HARLES 
~ILESL as a . result of · which LEVIOX:T~ was fired ~Y JOE SI~SI. C. ~A.. be.._ 

On May 13, 1958, HAV-4 advised that NJCHOLA&f.ARROYO~" 
former Cuban Minister of Public Works and the p~ese~t Cuban Ambassador 
to the United States, ·bas an interest in the casino at the Havana-
Hi! to~ "" ,._ ·--~-:--...... ~--~-~""'~~- · . ,..~~-----.. 
·--~~·-\,U~,~:' i-~~--~~ ~- . . 

s previously indicated, ·o~ May 19, 1958, JACK LANSKY 
·.stated that the edict of the Nevada State Gami'n;g Board had . been 
directed principally at CLIFF JON.ES, former Lieutenant Governor 
of Nevada and an interest holder in the Havana-Hilton casino . 

On June 13, 1958~ PCI I lstated th~t the edi6t 
of the Nevada State Gaming Board, although directed -at CL~FF JONES, 
had possibly done less damage to him than to o~her individuals in 
Havana who also had interests in Nevada because JONES has a relatively 
,small interest in the Havana-Hilton casino. ·PGI l I noted that 
' JOE SILESI is · employed on a salary basis as manager of the casino 
at the Hilton; tiowever, he has some sort of ' profit arrangement~ 
that allows him to receive an extra bonus if business is good. = . 

.)!..sANS SOUC l~N.I.GHT-CLUB-CAS.JNO,p..k\~.lL.Co.....~~.:7,.C~J~.~~ 
-T\-------·-~~ . . I 

On May 16, 1958 ~ PCI I . !advised that s~yerai 
months ago he had received a credit inquiry concerning JOHN~ILLIAMS, 
Boston top hogdl~, from the ~ans Souci casino. Source .said he did 
not .know the basis for this inquiry. M ~ 9' C fA..b CA.. 

. ' It should be noted t~t ~h~ san~S9u~~~~no_c9ntinu~~t? . 
be owne<). anq __ o_p~~~.~2-~~._27sANT<7rRAFFICANTE, ~ry~-~~I? h£_2,~~~m, a~d bf -· 

J~EJ{'T~~:B! .l!~ 5~. --.· . -6- CONF. C!_,~,in1~t"-- . . 
u~ '"'~~\)~~-\~\~\ 

'--------- ·-··- -
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Letter to the Director 

Col\'f::'li'ti\1, M' ··,· 1 ·~~ , ._)7-~ I r . ,_ 

On May · 28, 1958, H:Av.:.:.31 advised fhat DINO CELLIN·I, the . 
director of the · gambling cas~no ·at · the Hotel Havana-Riviera, is making 
nightly visits to the Sans Souci casino. Source said that in ·view of 
CELLINI's past close assoc·iation with SANTO TRAFFICANTE, · it was his 
opinion· that CELLINI ·has · some financial interest .in the/.'Sans Souci 
casino. Source noted that a recent redecoration was made at the 
casino and CELLINI directed this redecoration. · 

On Ju~e . 4, 1958, HA~-31 advised that HENRY1\RtJBINO is . · 
overs~ ..,q; ... t.h.~.q,r_~p§Jab~e.L.,~Mi9,§...,.~M~L..§fll!.£!..~~-l;.!!2,L Ll .. ey_q}·lJ:ce (!lad! 
previously advised that RUBINO was a ·close associate Wi~Sk~~~~ 

OTHER 4 

TRAFFICANTE ana that RUBINO .will operate the Hotel Deauville casino / ' 
when it opens . . /' 

On Jun~ 17, 1958, PCI I J (conceal), / 
who is employed in the apartment house where SANTO T FFICANTE . reside~ . 
advised that · TRAFFICANTE has recently been associat~ng with two 
"new Americans," .whose identities were unknown to him. 

\ ROPICANA ~~GHT~~~~!.~~.~!~ .. ~~::-~~~~ -· .. ..-___.,,... ___ ---=---~ . 
\ · This casino cont · .nues to be m,anage;d b,y YU.~~I}M ... GUST.O,e> 
{J3ISCHOF~., with alias Lefty - ~ark, Miami top,!_hoodlum. On June 13., Fie.._, 

·Y9"5S, PCI ·advised that BISCHQFF receives a salary an<t;--
in addi t i~n, has an interest . in the _c:_asino : Source stated that . (_ v):J '-\. . 
business at the Tropicana has been very poor recently and that ·~~ 
BISGHOFF' s "take'.' ·is strictly limited to the salary he is receiving. 

-*~~~~~.L!j:::~;"~..L~~1~c::_ . 
This casino continues to be . ~anag~.d, .. b,x RALP~EINA, , f.9.J:!!l~f.,. ( b· 

l',M!PA,.,_f.l.Q.~;i.da., ..... g~!~t.· HAV-31 advised on' May 14, 195'8, . that SANTO~ 
TRAFFICANTE, SID~ACOBS and BINO CELLINI ·q.ave inter~.§t.s_i.n~tll_e . 
Corn..Q£Q_z:Q...£...~S.in.Q..:.7\ . Source said . that JOSEP~TAMBURRO and TON#,\GAGLIANO 
are e~~!o_y~d in. the ~~~ ca.=.~..:¥.b-.~~~~ . ., .· . 

On May 27, 1958, PCI stated that : 
JOSEPH ~AMBURRO is a 1cl~ associate{ of . SANTO TRAFFICANTE . 

\1. . . )t,, ') G~ Y\ ''-J. t..\1\,.fUb- ( . . ·c j 
1\!IOTEL PLAZAJ3,nd~OTEL-DEAUVILLE CAS'!NOS ) J-l·!A Vet'-'\ G4. '-"\. ~ '-'.... 

· -~-,·-·-··-~·-.. .--.- • ---:-.,.--:- .-.. · ~h ""~·~-' "'""':"'4-_........._ __ ,u•~'-W~ ............. ~ ... ~~~~"'I..,......d~ · --.....-=Q 

Sources have previously advised the Legat, Havana·, .that 
SANTO TRAFFICANTE . is the principal interest . holder behind these two 
new casinos. Neither casino has opened as yet. On June 13, 1958, 
PCII I informed that the opeping of these .casinos will 
probably be delayed for at least another month because of the poo~ · 
tourist trade.· · 

-7-

CONf~\IAL · . 
. · ~~~~~ ... \\\\·~\ 

..__ _ __________ ---· -·- . ·----- - - -'------=------- ---------__) 
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Lette~ to the Director 

lfaarEL s~~-~-BILTMoim - ~As I~_Q.,,H!bt.~Y\~i---(~_1~~- ·-· 
. ·. ~ Tnis casino <?Ontinues to b~_owned R.Y., Cuban Qg_l},g.r,~.§§.IP.~A~ 

AMLETTO ATTISTI. It 1s managed b~B~EMAN and appeals to a 
low-cl~ . gambling crowd._. · . - ~ · C~A-b~ .. 

. . I . ...______ 

RIENTAL PARK RACE TRACK . H (!._ vc.. v ·v... j Cv... b c...._ 
. .... ~.~ ... ~-·-.... ....,...,. ... -=.·.r."\.";..·~ .- _';'.,. ... ~~, ..._. ...... • ; :.•.,.. ~;.:.7~~~.::-- .,~,..~-::Q!OCJ:~'IC.f:o.-

. Information was previously furnish~d Legat, aavana, that 
an individual known as "·JoCK.EY"/ DENNIS, a: ~ormer con Ir?i~u~:~ had purchased 
an interest in the gambU,ng . cas~no at the Jockey Club) at the Oriental 
Park Race Track. On May . 29, 1958, HAV-31 advised th~~ this individual 
had died on that date o~ pleurisy. · 

· ~n June 16, 1958, PC! I , I (conce.al) verified 
. th~ facYth~t . tiJOCKEY" DENNIS had died . This source .stated that 

"ov..- GEORGE(\LEVINE, . ~.!!.~:..-~8?..~1~5, continues to _o~~-r~~~~-~.!!~ .. ~<2:r.t~.Ill~-"' 
r 'v...,'U_/parl{ Rh.'ce Track ... as well as the casinos at the track. Source said 
v/ :tliiit ·tfi.e ' t "rac_k .l.s losing about $5,000 a week but that LEVINE appears 

to have unlimited resources. Source noted that the profit at the 
casinos is not sufficient to offset the losses at the track. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Sources have advised that · there has been a recent improve
ment in tourism in Havana with the resultant slight incr~~se in 
activity in the casinos. At present, only two casinos are reported · 
to be breaking even or better. These are .the casinos at ~he Hotel 
Capri and the Havana-Hilton . Sources feel, however, if the political 
situation remains reasonably quiet that all. the casinos will 
eventually be showing a profit . 

OTHER 4 

On May 14, 1958, Mr . Thom~s Kelley, mentioned previously, 
advised he had been visl; ted by JOE z ~IPSKY, who claime<L..t_Q_.b.w_~ .. 

ri~~1<Ii!~·· ~,~_*!_~;9·~~~~:~!-R~~~~l:to~~{~~~.~~r~~:~t~~1~;-:£i~~!~~. · 
Kelley said these two\in~ividuals a _ttempted to interest him in ~__!:/• Y. 
operating a hotel for t~em in Cienfuegos, Cuba. Kelley said this 
hotel is to be constructed in the near future and . wil·l have a gambling 
cas~no.· He stated it will ostensibly be financed by Compania Cubana 
de Aviacion and that President .Fulgencio-· Batista willhhave an i nterest . 
in· the operation. Mr . Kelley said that LIPSKY and SCHWARTZ indicated 
they will operate the . gambling casino and . t~at ~E}.-~.!!;:t!?,!. _KENNETHjf.JOHNS~ 
of._2Jevada will have an interest in the casino operation . Mr . Kel'leY../.2{.C , 
said that while he had not previously known LIPSKY,· . he recalled having ·--... 
met SCHWARTZ on several occasions many years ago. in New York City. 
Kelley said at that _time SCHWARTZ was considered to be a "right-hand 

· man". for FRANK COSTELLO. 

, _ /~j:~~~CONfi~IAL 
'~~~ ~ =· \~\~ \ 

"'------------- ---- ·- ------------
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Letter t o 'the Director lV 

.. . ~- . ;·; ~.1. :.··.{ .. ~ L\. 

Havana files indicate that o·ri Jiuiuary 1, 1958, Dr. Aristides 
~enendez, a contact of the Havana office, informed he had .recetved infor
mation from a friend, who requested that his identity not be revealed, 
and who has cont~cts with labor leaders in New York City, that one 
JOHN . SCHWARTZ, .. a labor racketeer from New · York City, had been. vacationing 
in . Hayana at the Havana-Riviera Hotel. Dr. Menendez said ·that his source 
claimed that SCHWARTZ was a "right-hand man" to FRANK COSTELLO. 

. . . . . ... . 

On May 20, 1958, the Spanish l~nguage newspaper, "Informacion," 
carried an advertisement concerning a land development project in the 
Isla de Pinos (Is~e of Pines); Cuba. This advertisement ind~cated 
that a large hotel-motel and . gambling casino would be constructed on 
the Isle of Pines. On June 5, 1958, JACK LANSKY advised that the 
publicity about a new hotel ·and · gambling. casi~o to be constructed 
on the Isle of Pines was simply a land-selling promotion on the part 
of the Mayor of Havana, JUSTO LUIS POZO, whp has substantial property ·--
interest ther~. LANSKY stated .. that tourism is and has always been 
"dead". on tb'e 'lsle of .. Pines and that the publicity was an effort on 
the part of POZO '):to' realize a profit on his large ·rand holdings there. 

' 
LANSKY said he had serious doubts that any hotels or 

casin.os would be built in the foreseeable .. future on the Isle of Pines. 

. On June 3, 19~8, HAV-4 advised he had receiv~d information 
that ROBERTO FERNANDEZ MIRANDA, the brother-in-law of President· Batista, · 
had installed a private guard force in all of the gambling casinos to 
insure there would be no difficulty in operation. Source said that · 
the hea'd of this guard force is Lieutenant FERNANDEz;, who is usually 
located at the casino at .the H,<;>tel Capri and .that .. the Hotel Capri 
pays FERNANDEZ' salary ./k'J\ ~; :)~ .. ·\ .· · . - . \ty . " ·I I . . . . 

· . 0~ June 20, 1958, . .' ~)M~lcolm McArdle, . branch. manager , . 
23rd Str'eet Branch of the"h(ational City Bank of New York, furnished · · · 
the folloWing confide~tia1Jinformation COncerning the _grOUP. Of Americans 
wh.C?. ~!'-~ put~j._p._g __ up_.l .O--ir!i!llg!t EO!~.t.~t-.!P,!"~.!h~-~n~~ ... tl.,oq._ of· the --~-
Monte. cafio~ . ij<>-.t.~l . . ~~d --~~~.~~~-n~ · g~-~~n2 .. ?:~'"'th~ . -~~J9Y.~E:!,Q_~~Y~~9R.D!ellt .. :~w·.C , . 

. . WALTER.*IRSHNER, · Belle T~-~~_4P.artments_, .. -V.~n~:i,.Cl!L.!e,!,~i ·. ~b ~ 
Miami Beach ... ,. . .. . F) . . 
IVAR JgBLACKER, Hot.el De~.\!Y~.A!!_, ..... ~i~~xg}: .. ~P£.~~-· ... ::_0,..!~ .... ,.. . 

" SAMTJE~DELMAN, .d§Q __ ~.,!~_¥_,.,.~:[~~-~91-ls.-.J~it y... . . 
Willia~ILLE~, . 3158 N .. . ~y: R9~!i.,.-M.i.am~i:, ' F~or.i.da. 

" ALFREcyepiCKER, ..l.J:l .• _, ~-(;)(:~ ... ~rp_C?.~ -~?.ad, '-;B~ ~~9,, . J4~!:Yl~J!_4, . . 
EDWA~RSIJALL, .. 3oq ..E·. P~lisades·· A'!'~~ ·-'~Eng].ew~~.l... -N. J . . 
TONY~RTIN, DON~LD'}.\o: CONNOR and FRAN 

1 
!NAT~, 3;_11 ·of·7 y--: .... ; ; .. ·. 

Hollywood, California : . . ' . . .. x .. ' . . . ~...... ·. 

· Mr. McArdle indicated that this list was subject to revision. 

' . -9-

.~ 
\)~----------------------------------------------~-~-~-~-~_._-_\_~,_~_·A_·_' __ ~-~··· --~ 

NW 4 5693 Do c id : 32328150 Pa g e 10 



• c 
\. _:~ 

Letter to the Director 

. ·. on June 13, 1Q58, P€II lsaid\Lthat the Monte .... ., oTHER4 
Carlo is ~ promotion~! deal 9n . ~he part of WILLIA~ILLER and that ( 
MILLER has non~ of his own money tied up .in the .promotion . · S~u~ce ~u,j 
.said that PET~RADY had previously had an interest in the operation Ct 
but there were so~e . in.di<?ations that BRADY mayhhave "pulled out .. " .. 

On June 13, 1958, HAV~21 ·ad~is~d that BOBB~MA~TERS, who ~ 

!~;i!!!~.·~fu~~~~i-~w~·~e i~~~~fi~}l~7;~~~~~ .. ~:i~i:J:~!~;i~i;~~at ' 
Beag.J}_~~i.da,, were in Havana . to look into. the possibili~ . . of . .. 0 ~/1 
setting .up a gambling casino at the St. ~onn·'s Hotel.IM ll) ......... "'-

. . . / \7'1 ~ 

The Cuban daily newspapers for . June IS( 1958·, c rieq a . 
press rele~se indicating t ,hat a comp~ny known as the Antilliean 
Hotel Corporat.ion had been . given a concession by the Cuban Government 
to construct a 15 million dpllar hotel and casino in Havana . Under 
an agreement worked out with th~ corporation the Cuban Government 
is turning over the Jose .Marti playground located on the Malecon 
in the Vedado Section of Havana to the corporation as the site 
for· the .hotel . Initial inquiry has indicated that Miami int.erests 
may be ·behind this corporation. 

POLITICAL TIE-INS WITH GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 

On June 20, 1958, Lieutenant Heriberto . Hernandez, agent 
of the DepartmEmt ·of Investigation; Cuban ·National Po~ice, advised · 
there are over 5,000 numbers se~ling outlets in greater Havana. 

• I 

Lieutenant Hernandez stated these outlets are expected to contribute 
to the Department of Investigation $8 to $10 a week each . He stated 

. that the total amount goes as follows : One-third to Colo~el ORLANDQ 

.t~, G_hieJ q_L_t!!,.~~P.!tl.m~XU,.,..~J.py,~~t!g~ti.fm.; one-third .to the .. 
· Chief o~f olice, PILAR\~ARCIA, anq one-third to President BATISTA's 

w-r:re -~· -·~ · ·· ~tr)-=-= . ~ ~- . _ ( \A.- b v_ · · . · · · · 
. . 

L1eutenant Hernandez stated further there are a large number 
of small Cuban gambling operations in greater Havana. Some of . them 
are extremely successful. They contribute as much as :two to three . 
hundred dollars .. a day in the same manne~ as the numbers ~elling outlets . • ~ 
Lieutenant Hernandez stated as a result the "take" from these sources ~ 
is tremendous. He stated it J7~estima:~'t:hat in . the approximate 
one-year period that HEijNANDQKHERNANDE~nERNANDEZ was in office as 
C~_Q~ Polic~~ . he made overlbne million dollars. He sta!~~~at 
Colonel Piedra is estimated ~o have three million dollars.~) 

. . c~~~ . . 
, .. ._ -10-
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