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UNITEJ? STATE(,;£:!0VE~NMENT " 

. Dlirectar, FBI (92•2989r"' DA~: \ 11/17/58 t-n- 'J(!t;) ~V. iqi\A1H \ W\ 'Vf\ 11 \~) ~h (. ·. 

SAO, Salt Lake City (92-84) ~ \ 

. XLL INFORJl!f~ h '" \\ · . . I {5· 
~MERICAN GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 

IN CUBA H[ftfiN IS {j ?~~~ .}ON CONTA!Nrfn 
· »An .... : ~l.,t..ASsr-1£ ~v · . -., .. . ' ~ r ~., t D I I 

. --£.j· / . . " , i:::...I.L.!.!:-- I- f ;.q7 . ·-.Y r-ll' q~ . · // . ·, ~ l who is being develope(( by the tz .: . ~THER 4 

Salt Lake City Office 1i'S .a J:fC,I., ·and whose identity should be (,'yii cS4 . I 
prqtected, was contacted on ll/6/58o He owns the Ewing Manu- ~ 1~ 

.. facturing Company, Las Vegas, which company makes and installs .Jj Cj 
locks and other safety mechanisms on all ·types · of gambling . 
deviceso · He installs . this equipment for most of the casinoss 
in Las Vegas .-.and he is well acquainted with gambling. figures 
in this area. 

I 1-stated -be -had "ju~t retu~ned" . from -a trip ... to 
H~vana, Cuba, where he was sho~n around for '.'a few days" by · 
JAKE LANSKY. (LANSKY is a Miami Tap Hoodlum •. ) He said LANSKY 
has an interest in the Riviera Hotel in Havana, and spends 
most of his . time in ' Cuba,, \'~ 

Regarding the slot machine operation i~ that .co~ntry 
he stated the gove~nment gets 30 % of the take from the slot 
machines and government agents carry the keyso There was also 
a 30% import on machines going into Cuba . until a short · time agoo , \' 

·Recently a law was pa~sed prohibiting the import ' into the coun- 5' 
try of any machineso The. reason behind this, according tol _ · · 
was that the gambling figures in Havana had "more or less" given :: 
the Tropicana Hotel to the government group that controls ·gambliyg:
This was to kee~ them happy and keep the pressure off ~he other ~E1J 
plac~s. The Tropi~ana had all three-wheel machines. The Hilton ~ 
Hotel started to ship in some four-wheel machines and these were 
drawing business away from the Tropicana. Consequently the 
brother-in-law of· the pr~sident of Cuba, who is spokesman for . 
the government group, arranged for passage of the restdctive X) 
import law. . · . · · · • 

. . _ __§· ......,. 1''3 t1 . . 

, .r-1 said he taiked to RAUL~NZALES, who is· Busin_ess . 
4gent of tne-HI!ton Hotel an40 ~'s a ~% interest in the Hotelo 
GON~S contracted with I I ·ta maite l ~equipment for thi'rty 
four-wheel mach~nes. He .was _ instructed tR , ~hip"l~fe 6~~~ices t~ . 

tiln'll 1.,~CS ~1.24 , . ~- .... . , -1 - Bureau ,v. SO I .J.. - · .£iJj, I · 't. 
(2 Legal Attache, t'H!it1au.) v· . t,~.·o;t l/..v-·. ~y-~!.~'~/ \G'·1 · .1 nt:~_; .. · · _ ,.,,!j ~ 

- Miami '!fA.,r:~ I or; ~i!lll )vi M .)\;?.. •;.r. if; :24 :.No'V-)kf l956 I . 
1 7 _ Salt Lake G-,..jfj¥·~·~_?~~U.~~- , · · 
RBT: FR ~ · !~ ·• ' j ..• ·: • [. ~/; tx. ·133 ~ ':\ ·r-· :.· 
(7) .~~ ..... ~ ·: fr· 1 -~'\ ,\ ~ 1'. 
~!819Sft .· A : ~--

NVI 4 5693 Docid: 32328177 Page 2 



i 
I • 
I 

0 ; 
• <:' 

su 92-84 

-'"1. . ' 
i \ 

~./ 

the company 9 s Miami Office. .GONZALES said he was getting in 
thirty new machines from the.,ennings Manu·f .;:lc:tur..ing-C~mp_a.ny in 

~~ Qlic@:gp..!.,..:.. l I asked him ho he was getting· around the import 
law and GONZALES stated this law "is for the peons.'" 

I !stated the owners of the 'Hilton Hotel tried to 
persu~de him to come to Havana and set up ~ factory to manu
facture slot machines.. He said he is not going to set up this 
plant because of the unsettled political situation in CUba. 
He said he did line up a few contracts and may make some equip
ment ·in addition to the thirty devices ordered by the Hi'lton. 

.. . . .. . . 
. sa.id government officials from the collectors 

on up are ge ng "fat" from Havana gambling and he l.s convinced 
that as soon as they learn enough to run the show themselves, 
they will ktk everyone else out of the country. 
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