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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATI: 

NEW ORLEANS I 
OFFICE 01'" ORIGIN 

NEW ORLEANS 1./23/ 64 I
INVItSTIQATIVE I"ERIOD 

7/ 11./63 - 1/18/64 
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SAM DI PIAZZA 
SA REGIS L. KE~DY dmk 

~~~------~------
CHAI\ACTER Of CASE 

IGA - WS 

REFERENCES 

Report of SA REGIS L. KENNEDY, 9/ 24/ 63, at New Orleans. 
New York letter to New Orleans , 1/8/ 64 . 
Newark letter to New Orleans, 1./16/64 . 

c 

ENCLOSURES 

TO BUREAU 

.-l.· ( \ .. 

Two copies of a letterhead memorandum characterizing 
informant . 

LEADS 
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( 3-Bureau (lGfY-'29) (:En~ tk1~r.,2_..- ·--+- {{/,.-

1-USA, New .Orleans 
2-Cincinnati. (165-162) 
2-Louisvi1le (92-113) 
2-New York (165-396) (Info) 
3-WFO (165-76) 
1-New Orleans (165-178) . /) 

DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATT)I.CHEO REPORT 
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Elmdale, Ch~cago , Illino is, who was identified as t he wife 
of HAROLD .HADESMAN, FBI #1691158 , a jewel thief and a burglar . 

INFORMAZ.."T 

T-32 is ESTELLE KASS ~ a PCI of t ·he Mi aini Office . 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

. A careful reyie w o f the investfgatio n con:'ducted . in 
t4i~ case ha$ failed to develop positive infQrmat~on .·. t~a:~ 

. subject, SAM DI P·lAZZA, was the individual t-hat wa~ maki~g 
long distance .telephone_ ca1-.ls ' .f,rom . the Fon · ainebl;eau · .. 

. Motel fc;>~ , gambling purposes . It is· not~d· . that dwing 'the 
time thes.e o~lls were made from the .Fo ,ainebleau Motel 
this; ·motel was. frequented by GILBERT LEE· ECKLEY and h:i,'s 
nine associi~es who were . on tri~l in t he U. S . Distri~t · court, 
Ea~tern District o f Lou~iana , on an· Internal Reve~u~ . · 
vioiation . It ~s ~~hat it has been p~ssible to ' establish 
the identity and lo~ation of a number of individuals who 
have been or are susp~cted of being a gambling figure · i~ 
the.ir respective communit·ies. Tre various off~ces who have 
conducted investi;gfl.t ion have bean a ble to open investigation 
on these 'indiyidua:ls or use the . information in their. 
investigation . 

In vi~W of the fact that if is . not possible to 
establish that . DI PIAZZA was the individual making these 
c~lls, , ihis cas~ is bei~, closed and the material developed 
will be used for fut·ure intelligence purposes . 

For info:rma tion , / . . lis a PCI in the · 
Birmingham. Office and 1is carried under BH 282-PC . 

' ~·~· . 
f \lias been f~lrly cooperative in furnish-ing 

information t o . the Birmingham Office concerning gambling 
activities , but . l).e appears reluc.tant at times. 'to discuss 
qertain individuals . 

. . 
Investigation has been conducted concerning JAMES 

VERDO KILGORE, by the Bir~ingham .O*f ice during thE( ye·ar, 1963 , . -··­
und~r ·the character of ITWI' , but·· this case . is Gu.r·rent.ly .· closed . 
Investiga"t.ion · failed ·to reflect . · th~t ·KILGORE has ·made any :toTl 
calls outside · the State of Alabama . · · 
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gambling game .bu t used house money to ~ntic~ other players 
or suckers to bet . 

The s~e report . reflects that ·LAFFERTY s aid he 
went . t<;> St . Loui~:? ~ith F.INLEY on April 15 , 1958 · ~nd s ,taye<;I 
there until April 18, 1958 , ·which was · the date of t he tobbery 
of t~RGUSON ~ .. . . 

. . . The Arkan~as Gaz~tte ' , a ~ittle Rock newspap~r dated. 
July 12, 1957, c9ntain~d a , list o.f wag~ring stamps issued 

. in Ark~nsas .' This l~st · included FINLEY . 

In~· ttle Rock .file . J.G2-l , . Seria l .. l , entitled 
"CYRUS ·JULIA · TLE, . aka, IQA - WIRE .S~RVICE" , as . of · April 
3 ,, _1961 ;. " infq,r ~a~t advis~·d he Nola.: Pr.iptin~ 'co~pa~y, · · 
operated by JOSEPH ALBERT · RETTO, ·New Orleans , · LQuisia~,----­
was the source of .wire se vice to the Little: Rock area ~ · -­
The se~rv. e ·w:;t,s S}lpposecb.y turni~b~d . by l qng· di_s tance te le. phone 
to BAR . ARNET';t' at Li~t;le Rock ,· who then , relayed same .. · , 
to local b okies, one of which:· was believe d to ·be FINLEY .- . 

The same file re'flects t hat I,.AFFERTY stated LY'fLE 
furnished this -~~~vice to FINLEY . 

A list of Fed~ral wager i ng stamps issued · in 
Little Rock District for fiscal year en'ding J uly- 30 ~ . · 1962 
included FINLEY . 

On January 26, l9p2 ; a PCI fi+e· wa~ opened 
pertaining to\ \ since . he was . no longer oper~ting as -a 
bookmaker and not in contact with former associates .. 

A. description _. o~ ._( __ ___.I contained in ·this · f~le 
is as follows : 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
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White 
Mal e ·. 
January 31 , 1915 · 
North Litt le Rock , Arka'nsas 
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Residence 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eye.s 
Complexion 
Remarks 

0 

NQrth Little ~ock » Arkans~s 
5 ' 5" . ' 
165 pounds 
Hea:vy 
Brown 
Brown · 
Ruddy 
Dia betic, taking insul·in 
twice .a day . 

Little Rock f~le 92-124, pertaining t o Top 
Hoodlum Program, relfects that on August 15 , ·1958, file-

i was :rened pertaining · to I I ThiEl ·file i ndicates .that 
uses no "scratch" inforlhation .but bases ·his .odds 

n t e racing for~ anq .· pays .'a ' limit of, .$32 : to . wip , $14. t<:> 
show an~ $8 to .· place on a $2 bet . · Tl;les~ ·odds ) ~re. very high , 

· · a s of Janun-:y 30, 1.963, l?.u~ were br~mght , abou.t . by . 
competitors in that betting was very ~~o~ since Federal 
Legislation bad been enacted • . The1:a::s n~ indication ef 
a . Federal violation on the . part of . who opera.ted as 
a hook~e during tpe -racing meet a~ .. a.wn ·T~ack ~. Hot · 
Springs, Arkansas ·~ 

. On May .·7, . ~96~, I I :~d~ls~d an info~m~nt he 
was c~asing his bookmaking operations and did not plan 
to secure anymore racin& forms . 

On August 23, 1963 '· inf9r~qt advised, that 
wit~in the ·last ·few days,. Little Rock booktnaker BOB BRYANr 
had stated .that :F'INLEY .had ,:curreritly engaged in the bookinakin' 
Qusiness in the area of · the Pulas~i-Saline County line .on 
u· .. s • . H~~hw~y f$7 , sout~west of · ~i ttle Roc~ , Arkansas , . arid 
sp~citically oper~ted at the Red G~te Liquor Store , L~la's· 
Restaurant, and at· an u~known place in Be~ton , Arkan9as . 

RAYMOND KYZER advised informant that . FINLEY ' s 
boqkkeeper , lm~L, and longtitne . girlfrie~d , .had r e cent"+y . 
left FINLEY and .was .married to some ·wino . KYZER commented 

. to informant that ' FINLEY had almost lost his '·'mind as . ~( result 
of NELL's ·J,narriage . · · · 
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