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. On August 27 and September 7 1973 QZZQ-S C\ \:%@

BX " who tas -furnished reliable information in the'pa e

.. contacted concerning information set out in theﬁiaval / Yu \C')‘lés

S Investlgative Service “(NIS) report, dated.May 31, 1973, ZXATE oS

N -2 "Amerlcans Allegedly Incarcerated in Cuban Penal Inst - A pp AL I

tutions.' | Based on continu1ng contacts with vagp#ous ~(3¢V<"Y._ S

o T

R T

. politica pr1soners in Cuba, including ANTONI \ UEST WAL LE
‘g - and their families in the United States, over’ od _ . =l k‘”’lg,
\; ’-_of several years;. th1s sourcre%rted as _fol o =Y,
<3 ‘ = ; =i§ '
n Re JOHN (LNU) " LN
I B : Source has never rece ved any. :I.n:t‘ormatlon regardlng Q"g.i%g?
R @ JOHN identifiable with informat:.on as set out.(page 2, Par, 2)3’3&&‘3@:
’ ' ource is of th opinion that ‘info mat1on might relate B
_ to different jgdividuals, - TO CUESTA been friendly - @g%g
with one JO 3ARBER, a prlsoner in Havana during ‘511\‘ ~

- and had pfitten his wife in Miami regarding BARBER, _JOHN
WILLIA ARBER, a subJect of Miami 164-582, “Knoxville 164-37,
was identified by this source through 1nformation from .

Ma—-&"ﬁ

A L: bama was trying to arrange his release through the
:Qﬁﬁ. S, State Department. had reportedly been in. prison

: .in Havana since April, @) after his plane hangggg L/'w/ &ﬂ
-caught in a storm and fo ed down rl! ?311 isla n-
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@V \P/ 1972, who was: rumored to have been. involved in running nar-. ° ST
f\\\\}‘__/ vcotlcs from var " Caribbean ports to the United States. - - = . n*;
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' This source reported on November 20 1972 that
- in late October, JOHN ‘W, BARBER was on the verge of being
‘released from prison: in Cuba. Source repor ted on ‘May 30, ZEQ
_ ... 1973, that BARBER had contacted Mrs. TON UESTA in Miami '
;g by telephone ‘on May 27, 1973, reportedly- from Huntsv111e, Ala.
e He indicated he had ‘been released from prison and had
-~ returned to his home., During the last few months of his
~incarceration; he was held at the immigration facility aY}Q
the Ministry of the Interior. )((Q . T

There had never been any 1ndication that BARBER
was born in Cuba or that he could even speak Spanish
- Source learned that BARBER and CUESTA had never actually
_met, but Mrs. CUESTA told source that when she talked to
BARBER on the telephone, she did not recall that he spoke any
- Spanish, or had any accent and she did not have .the impressi(n
that he was other than a ‘native’ North American.Qse(iZ ;ﬁ

' Re Other Individuals B

oy Mgégzé;}s has received no. information identifiable[: :] C
with LARRY .  From time to time, sketchy news has been 7 !
obtained of American students who are hippies detained in.- T

. Cuba, but source c ld recall no. additional details or '(;ﬁ ‘
' 'identifying data. é@ S - , B et 22 '

g = o MM(i?ZélS has. furnished information from time to(:C;3
h'time regarding RUSSELL J.' LEASE (Buf11el64 -1878), ‘who was '
- imprisoned in Principe. Prison on April, 1972, on the charge
~of illegally entering Cuba, in that he and another American el e
companio STEPHEN BUTH, had apparently flown a planejky . !
to Cuba z’ | ! SR : ; , e ® »

. This source reported June 8 1972 that Mrs.' )
'PATRICIA LEASE, RUSSELL's wife, telephone 813-922-8776m
: Sarasota, Florida, was planning to travel to Cuba to
- . arrange for the release of her husband. It was the
opinion of .other Cuban prisoners that LEASE had been making o
‘ mariguana runs and had been inadvertently downed in Cuba. [?y( - L

‘ On May 27 1973 "JOHN BARBER had adv1sed TONY
CUESTA's wife in Miami, that RUSSELL LEASE hdd also ‘been . .
released from prison in Cuba and had. returned to.the United
States to Sarasota, Florida. In February, 1973 he had G@{\

CONF"‘!E \' ’“
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. been. sentenced to a- term of four years in prlson in. Cuba, ﬁé? :
but had already arranged ‘his release.(§Q(U> i

' LEASE is obv1ously identifiable with"(FNU) ROOT
(page 1, par. 1) in NIS report. Z$% C;éj

This source. has not heard of any Amerlcan prisoners
~ alleged to have been members of the FBI, but indicated that
. rumors are always circulating in Cuban- prisons alleglng .
that different prisoners are government informants, CIA 3
Agents, etc. The only American prisoner known to MM ;%S Ck'
named RICHARD was IRVING RICHARD POYLE, Bufile 105-
who had returned to the United States from Cuba in early
July, 1973, and hadtgéntacted source.ny\'
Y
‘ On August 28, 1973 and September 1 and 5, 1973
MM 3240—PSI was . contacted regardlng referenced 1nformation.
Based on 9 years in Cubanprison as a political pr1sonerf/
‘1964-73 this source reported as follows (ﬁ\ ’/ﬂg

‘JOHN:B¢3(&)

' Source stated. informatlon regarding JOHN
appeared to relate to at least twoor more different JOHNs.
JOHN W, BARBER, .an American from Huntsville, Ala,, was 5
incarcerated in Havana during the period April. —-August 1972-
and was freed with little or no explanation. .Although . :
_ source had never personally: met BARBER, he had the reputatlon
L ~of being involved in narcotics and had been reported to
B “have been an "Interpol Narcotics Agent" who was 1nf11trated NEFPRGEY.
"into the prison to expose -the drug traffic between Cuba -~ Lo
and the United States. BARBER had a fight with LEASE when ' e
each reportedly é¢laimed that the other had stolen their - e
drug customers in Jamaica and the United States. There ~ c
‘'was never any indication that he spoke or:- understood Spanish, SRR
or that he had any Cuban background. His nickname in ' e
jail was nyankee.v, BARBER had been acqualnted with TONY /ﬂﬁ{u
CUESTA TR B A s 5

JOHN SPIRITO (Buflle 2- 1526), born in SlClly,

_who. claimed American citizensh1p,:spoke Spanish like a
_rCuban and had a very heavy accent when he spoke Engllsh //éﬁgg
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: SPIRITO is in Cienfuegos, Cuba, at the present time working
as a construction engineer in the Cuban Government éa-

: JOHN PIS MASUTIER (Bufile 105-161874) was a
Cuban with American citizenship, arrested in 1965, and
. sentenced to four years. When he was in Ja11 in- Cuba,
" PIS ‘would not speak English becausé he was afraid.
He said it was because he had promised not to speak
- - English until he completed his sentence..  He is su posed
" to be in San Jose, California, at this time. (}fj

I ' Re Other Individuals S

MM 3240-PSI indicated that RUTH and ROOT

were obviously identical to STEPHEN L. RUTH and RUSSELL .J.
LEASE, with whom source had associated closely in prison.
: RICHARD JOHNSON and (FNU) PHILLIPS were not known to this
source., He recalled there were several student hippie
types in prison from time to: time. One pair of white
s youths, ages 19 and 21, one tall and one short, both

pooon o with long hair "who had come to Cuba by boat, claimed to
;.. ‘be ﬁrevolutionaries." ‘They did .not, however, fool the Cuban '
- officials,; and were thrown in Jail It was thought one s
name was JIM ji{) : g ety H B Fe

A . Source did not know LARRY FRASER, or any. American R
E prisoners w ocﬂaimed to be members of or connected with ,Lf?//— e
o On September 1 1973 MM 3240—PSI 1isted A ican RN

prisoners still in jail 1n Cuba in 1973 as fOllOWS‘ (f{/ _ng/ T T

’ s _ .-_ _.§ At La Cabana, Havana f

Americans ;-:3' ot P
o Puerto Ricans v.1u

At Guanaaay Cuba ﬂ*‘*‘

| Americans - LAWRENCE KIRBY LUNT /o =% s /

" 'FRANK EMMICK - 3:-7/®4-//6é9v T
JUAN TUR VALDES '~ ~ so3™=s8€u/ - =, | . .
'EVERETT JACKSON  so5-/2 btbda. BV P SRS R

© MARTA DEL CARMEN Y LOPEZ(RUIZ)-

America Libre Farm ,;;f C;f
ACONHDrNTM T B T e 5
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‘There were also several Americans at Patio itar
'and Principe Prisons numbers not indicated LL ;kg

t is to. be noted t 1t was' the considered
opinion offboth MM[1228}S andfMM 3240-PSI that information CC':)

- set out in‘referenced NIS report was confused non-specifi&:§
‘and replete with inaccuracies. : : ‘)

If additional information is developed in this
connection, it will be promptly furnished. }KLGJ\
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