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~Released under the John F. Kennedy Assassination' Records Collection Act of 1992 (44 USC o2107 NJfe). 
, DATE ~ 11-14-2017 
. ' .. . , 

t ./ ·: .,; ·. ·a_ I ;.J.J ~ i 

·~ ·-· , . ·c· ·. . ' ?' :: 
r · . . ~~ t. . { \ o ~ ~ 

J . ~ ~-~--

. \ .. . 
· MM · 105-7039 

,. \C., ... o·N·· F.- -~~r~'~'" · · -· . 
' . . ~ i ; • : .• · , •• ' 

-.• . · · U; ___ , , llll~ 

This source reported on November 20, 1972,' that 
in late October, JOHN ·W ~~ BARBER was on the -verge of being : . . 
released from prison :i.l'l Cuba. · Source re~po ·· _"'ed on ·May 30, ~I,. 
1973, that BAlmER had contacted ,Mrs. TO . ~ iJESTA in Miami ~ 
by telephone on May 27, . 1973, reportedl ~ from Huntsville, .Ala. 
He indica ted he had been re.leased from prisQn and had 
returned . to his home • . D1.1ring .the last few . month~ ()f . }lis : · 

.•.. incarceration·; he was held at the ' i..uD~ig~ation ' f~cllity ·a~ 
the Ministry of the Intel"~or. ~'>(~ : . _· · _ _ · _· -~ 

There had -never _ been any indication that BARBER 
y.ras born in . Cuba or that . he co\,lld . even sp¢ak Span is b. 
~ource learned that BARBER and _ CUESTA had never actually 
~t,_ but _Mrs. CUESTA told source that when she talked tp 

BARBER on, the telephone, she did not recall that he spoke any 
Spani$h, or had. any acce11t ,and. sh. e did 11o_ t · .. hav_e .the : impressio,.n,.-1\_ 
that he was _ other than . a native N~rth America_n·@(d(r..{ _·· . (}-:; 

· ae Other Individuals · 
. . . 

. . MM li22Sls has received no. information ~dentifiab1e C c.J 
with LARRY miisii": •. From time . to time, ,j;ketchy news :. has been 
o_'bta . . in .. e. d . o·. i __ · •. Am_e ___ r_._ic_a··. ll st_.·_·_ud_·_e __ Jits. · __ ;w. ho_· . . a_ r __ - ~_ -. · - hipp.· ie's _d_ et ___ _ a·i. n~d. ·. ·in/- .· . ·. · 

m:yi~~;!~~i~~~::$!::::s::d a::::::=:2:z:st:: . ~:ccJ 
time regard-ing : 1\USSELL J~· LEASE (Buf1le 164~1878), who was 
i)Dprisone<;i {i.n }lz-11l.cipe .·Prison on April, 1~72, Qn .· the charge 
of i'llegal].y e~t.e~ing . .Cuba ·, , in .. t ·hat he a_nd ~nother . American 
companiofb_ ,. ::_sT£PHE_. _·.·.· .N./ L,/ Bl1J:'B,, had .. apparent··· ~y.~ f. lawn. a }>lane(~ 
to Cuba. ~ ._ _ . . .. . . . . . . . · . . . ·. . . . Y--J 

. .· .. ··.. . . This sou;rce reported, Jun~- 8, '1972, th~t .Mrs • · 
PATRICIA LEASE, ... RUSSELL.' s wife, telephoh~ 813-922-87'76m 
Sarasota, Floi•ida, was planning to t _ravel · to Cuba to 
arrange fo~ the r~leas~ of her husband. It was t .he · 

~~!i;~~~~~r~!:e·~*~u=~· ..• :!!oi:~dv!~~!~ffls~~:d ~:)~b~~nr'f{ry, 
. . · On May 27, ' :):973, JOHN BARBER had_ advised :TONY · · 

CUESTA's wife .in Miami ~ that RUSSELL LEASE 'bad alsci b~en : 
released from prison in Cub~ and had returned to the United ru\ ­
States to Sarasota, Florida~

2
-In February, 19~3, he had r!J\; 

. ' . 
· .. ,· ' ·c· o· . N' F .· 1

. - , .r -. ~ ... • . ...,. ' . _A 'l· . _ t ut_!\! l U\. •' ,_. 
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~'/Released under the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection --Act o:f-1992 ( 44 USC 2107" lfQfe) · 

DATE~ 11-14-2017 
. . . · ' . 

. •'t • 

-· ' 

·- c _, __ · -· ' 

--~· 

MM 105-7039 CO_ N. el .-rn Ff·JT! AL .. 
• . . .l-• !\...,. ·r · l '' i ~ l 

,. . .· . . . . 

been sentenced-_ to a · term of .four years in priso~ in Cuba, (_:jj 
but had already arranged his release ·[f!jJ.(W _ -> _ r_; 

- LEASE ___ is _o-bvi_ ously - idf!\~_fj.~l?le_·_ - with"(FNU)· ROOT- - "~- -_ 
(page 1, par. 1) inNIS report.lf<~CH~) _-_ _ _-_- _-__ ~-

This source has not heard of any American prisoners 
alleged to have been members _ of the _FBI, but indicated that 
rumors are always circulating in Cuban ·prisons alleging --_ _ ___ --
that different _ prisoners are government informants, CIA ._ · -J ­
Agents, etc. The o~ly -American _ P_ ri_soner_ kno_ wn _to M_ Mfi22~S C'-_- _­
named RICHARD, was IRVING RICHARD POYLE, BU:file 105-t"078lrn, CJ 
who had ret~xned to the United States from (:uba: 'in e~rly .)C:) 
July, 1973, 1 ~nd hadfcontacted sourcffi) ·- - · · 

_ _ _ _ _On August 28, 1973, and September 1 and 5, 197_3, 
MM 324o.:..PSI was contac:ted regarding referenced information. 

Base_ d __ on 9 _-_ •. Yf3a. __ r ___ ·_s_· __ -_-_- _i_- n_ ,_c" ___ b_-a-n __ pr ___ -· iso_·.n _as a P()~-- iti~- al prisoner((- -~~_- _ 1964•73, t!J.is -~our~_e _ reported _as follows: {ttl _ -, ' _ _ / .-~ 

.. lte : [J?HNJ~ (u) - : -- ---- . 
_ _ _ -_ so~rcestated information r~garding JOHN 

appeared t<> rel~te to at least two or . more different _ JOHNs. 
JOHN w-.. BARBER, an American from Huntsville, J\ll1-·, was 
incarcerated in Havana during the period April ..;. . August, 1972, 
and was freed with ' little or no explanation~ ~ Although _ 
source had_ never personally met BARBER, l,l.e• had the reputation 
of being invo:Lved in·, narcotics and had been reported to _ 
have _ been an "IJ:lterpol Narcotics _ Agent" -who was infil tra.ted · 
into the pr;i.son', to expose the drug · traffic between . Cuba / --:-~ 
and the t)nited States. . BARBER . had a fight with LEASE when 
each .reportedly claimed that the other had stolen their 
drug customers in . Jamaica .and the United States. . There . 
was n~ver any. indication that he spoke orunderstood Spanish, 
or that he _had _any ·Cuban_. b~ck __ ground. __ His nickname in _ -
.)ail was "Yankee.'' BARBER had been a~quainted with ,TONY .. (_r~Yi~ __ --_U_) 
CUESTA.· ·_ . . ..- ·- , . - y:-/l...· 

JOHN SPIRITO .(Bufile 2-1526)·, born in ,Sicily, 
who claimed American citize~ship, •·spoke Spanish like a ., ;;:· 
Cuban and had a very heavy ~ccent ~hen he · spoke:'' Engl~sh. (/6)&~ · 

-3..;.:, . . ··' 
... · : 

-' . ~ 

- -- ~ --;_ --~ 
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CONF. ff)LNT!J'd .. 
f .· [_ ~ ., ,J -·· ' ~ ,._ 

MM 105-7039 
. ·._ .. 

. . - . . . : '• . . . . 

SPIRITO is in Cienfuegos, 1 Cuba; at th~ present time w9rk_ing 
as a construction ·engineer in ·the Cuban Government. {Lt )(;;!) 

. JOHN PIS MAStri'IER (Bufile 105-161874) was a _ 
Cuban with American citizenship, ~rrested in 1965, · and 

.· sentenced to four _years. Wben · he was- in jail in Cuba, 
PlS ' would not speak . English because he was afraid.. · 
He said it was because he had promised not to speak 

. Eng lis~ -. until _. h. e completed his _· s_entence • . · He is su~p.· osed . 
to be 1n San Jose, ·California, at this t ,ime. . (u; g 

· Re Other Individuals · 

MM 3240-PSI indicated that RUTH and ROOT 
were obvio\i:sly · identicai to STEPHEN L • . RuTH and. RUSSELL J~ 
LEASE, wit~ .whom source had associated closelyin prison. 
RICHARD JOHNSON and (FNU) P:QILLIPS were not known to this 
source. H~ recalled there were _several student hippie 
types in prison from time tQ time. One pair of white 
youths, ageS :19 and 2l, · onetall andone short, - both . 
with long hair, who ·lutd come to Cuba by boat, ·claimed to . 
be "revolutionaries." . They did ,not, h9wever, .fool the Cuban · ·.· 
o_fficials; _. an_~ _J!_ e.r ·e thrown. in ' jail~ It was ~~p\lght one's W 
name was JIM. . [ q J . . . . :. . . . .. . . .· _ : < 

' Source 'did not . know 'LARRY ·:FRASEJl; . ot:. ~riy American ' ' 

L. . 

~~!~~~~s{Ujo cllli""'<l to be mt!l!lbers Qf or CQI)no;>!;ted with ~ 
'.' ·. · '· _, ' . ' . : .· 

On. September 1, 1973 1 MM . 3240-PSI lis. te.d AmE?ican_._C ... '\, ./ · ... 
prisoners still in jail ·in .Cuba in 1973·, . as follows: (JA) ~-

At . La Cabana, Hav_ana ·. - ~ 

Amer-icans •.3. . _ l -., ,·._ ' r. -~ >-Yi_ ") . ·: .· 
Puerto:· Ricans ·. · · r ,l.>LA j 

., 
, ' 

.. > .· <: 

At ·Guanajay 2 . Cuba . 
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DATE": 11-14-2017 " 
. .. ~,- - _ . ,. - ~ ... c~- - - . . 
. · , ·: j :., ' 

·· , , . ' ·' . . '• ·c;· 
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'j-\ · 
( 
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. \ .. ,_...( · 

• e 

MM lOS-7039 . CONFIDtNTlAL 

Puerto Ricans 1 - CLAQ~~~~;~RALES 
. ;.• -~ :i -:. ·~ . . . . . . . 

. There wer.· e also several.. Ame::icaris at Patio pi~itar@· .· · 
and Principe Prisons, numbers not ind1cated. .· . (Jl ) .·· .. 

. . . . -· ·. :_ .' . ·. - . 

· .. . ·. ·.ft. is to · be .. noted ~· t it was the considered · 
opinion o~ ~oth MM[!.22.81; . . S . an.d MM. 3. 340-P.SI - th.at. information CCJ 
set out.• i. n referenced NIS .re ort was confused, non-specif~. ) ·.· · 
and replete with inaccuracies. · . . ~ .. 

. . · If additional information "'1s · developed in this 
connection, tt will be promptly furnished. f-6}\ · .. ·· 

' ' 

' . 

~ ' 

• .. ·-r-•. 
-~ ! 

-~- • ' ' . . ': : -~ -. _ .. _ ··-.... 

CONFIDE·NTI~~l. 
'- - - - ------ - -· - · ' · 
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