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DAT~ : 

Director, FBI April 23 , 1963 
\ 

$AC;, Miami (9(JI3) . f\ 

JOSEPH ~ 1MOND I MEROLA. aka /l I 7 n ,V 7. j. 
AR )P 1 ~rf"\ "' -

(' I :~~J\ 
' \\.' l . 

an· April 22, 1963,1 I (fo~er MM •722-c~d-2 ~ ~', 
vis.ed ~~ PRIJE c. CLlNK$CALEs· that he had just lea~ed froiQ 1\ ...... \\ -...... " 
JOSEPH ,RAYMoND MEROLA, · FBI No o 4989299, of Miami Beach, thalfJ ~ . "' ~ 

. ~RQLA c~~~plates . two -•·~~~e~Owri';.·-·kidn"pi.ngs from whi~h q__e··\ t \ 1 ~ 
exp,cts ~o -~~ta~ cons~derable money. On~ of· the ~ntended.~"'ld~ ""i ~-~ 
na~ - yict~s i~ . GERARDO y. CATENA, aka Jerry, of ~ewark, N~~ \S'- :; 

· ~ersey, wpo ls .known to .the Bu~~au to be a member of the: Com- · ·~~ 
iDissiOil iD the La Causa Nostra • .. source leamed MEROLA ·is aware ~~l 
of' the f•ct t~·t 'c+T!~ visits the South FlQrida af.j~ pe_:_!~cii!?ally. §.~~ 

.;:: - . :s;~. . . .... •. :z:..; .. . . ~~~b 

The othe1; intended kidnap victim is MAX;t£.-RAYK>ND, . aka .g 
Maxie Eder:, who is- conside.red a Lieutenant for MIDrl'COEPOLA~- and- ~ 

·:looks ·aft~~· 90~_r_oLA •a· ~ter~st ·· in the Fon~inebl~iu· Ho·fei,- .- ~ami -~.:~ 
Beach. . ... . ~ · : ... ~ ·, r& ~ 

. . · I lsa.1\~~ leamed ~MEROLA has al.readf tel~pho~sr:~f 
call)' c~tact~d ~ID, a~a . Allfoss, . "'l)e >Ch!nJIDBin~" o_~ . llttsb~lh. ~~ 
~d New Kensiag~...QI!, . Pennsylvanfg, an associat·e 'o£ MEROLA 0 s lor · ~~ 

. ~y years. SEID. is reportedly the "trigger· man" for ·the MANNARIJ«>s ~::,. 
~·~.AJ{ . and ~BEt" of New Ke~sing~on, Pennsylv~~· I ~ROLA ha~ given ·· r~~ 
s~e· thought .to ·Utilizing· the Sf:rv~icres of·. Ml TE~ ~ - of : Chic;:a~o, f1~ 
as his "stzrong aYm". man. MEROlA ~oatemplate ·use of a boat t&J;.l., b 
·for h9lding the kidnap vic.tilqj)-f:&Wt':ili.Vfal"rangements a~e made for the 
pa;1· off money to -MERO~; S~ID,1 or' !lome designated r~pres·e , t e~~ . 

. HgA . .) ' t(" .) ; j l iJ ~ '- ·· . 

Q - B9,reau . (J!:n 6 . , .. 
1 

• :~ " "' f./~ /~!.~ · j {2) J~.-. 92-· ... 1_ ROLA) . r;~J.Jc r: ..- . . cl 7 ' ~ . ../ · 
(.-..:/~ ··: . ..1.? ~ . ' 7 ._ '~I J..L / · \' ; -:-r" "I ...• ·-~ , .. · :.~.ri ,. · d ,.. ;;;;. c::>~fT'l'~~ . _ _, · · - 1 

4 

~"·~~ :)1~~~1~L \ r .·t ·"~ -f/( : ~~ I 
QIL , ,,,J_ 'so 137-6'251) fo ....._..:.,___ , .-;,• ~r.r._, -! 

0 ·r 2 - J~:w:...rk~9.2-31J) . . ' r~' ·.$. 

50 MA'? ~-~·-:• 92•463} (ME_RQLA} (1 • 87•8049) (MEROLAr), 
l, t{2 ... 9Z-252) (CATENA) (1 - 92-4.67) (RAYMOND) 

.:;!)~1· ·- 92"!101) (.COPPOLA) (1 - . 137"!206~)(G~!) . 
. PCC:~ 

n--~--__:(16) . 
I . 
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OTHER 4 

MM 92-463 

.____--JI~aid that--he bad been· approac·hed by MEROLA to 
pick up the ~ney. He said he declined such offer. 

·. · Former MM ·~22-c said .~e did ·not learn any deta.ils 
as to. the · exact dates .o.t ··places·-:of-· the alleged kidnapings · of 
CA~ ·anCJ· ··llA~ND·. · · · He conti.Iiued that · it : is · very .unlikely 

. · he·.·wil.l · leam .. any further · such · details·, ·as he declined to 
p~rticipate by picking up tbe ·pay ~ff money. 

. . ·-; 

.. ~ource- 'advised that abov~ inf9rmation undoubtedly 
il. known -. to· only three · or four · indi viduais cdler thm. himself 

· ,.Ocf:· ~y utilization · or ·dis semination · o.f this informa ~ion .. would 
With9ut · qtiest;ion -s·eriousi.y· jeopardize :his personal safety .. and 
evenhis life• · Source- advised that_for ·his own · perscmal wel
fare ~d - ~afety ·he intends · to· contact both CATENA ·and RAYMOND 
:i.n-- t.he ve~ near· future .. and--advise each of them of MEROLA 0 s -.. 
plaQs and lntentions with respect to these alleged· ~idnapings 
&1\d f!Jbakedowns. · 

; . 

· The Bureau is aware from previous correspondence 
~t· ·JoE·: MEROLA -and MIKE -SWIATEK, mentioned above, were . in- . 
volved in a -~jor .. jewel theft· in ·the Miami area previou~ly, · l 
and ·MERO~ .. confided in ·Department~l .. Attomey WILLIAM KENNEY, 
Mi~~ ·; :.~£<their _participation ·tn the same. · · 

, 

By previous correspondence ·captioned "HENRY HARVEY 
HERMAN .. • ViCTIM· ·,:·KmNAPlNG " fumished to· the ·Bureau by ·Miami 

. . . . ' ' .. . 
te·letype ·dated J ·anuary 11·, 19~1, HERMAN was the ·victim of a 
s~~dqwn kidnaping· in the Mia:mi · : &~ea~ ··· Continued · reports 
have .. be·en received ·and reported to · the · Bureau ~dicating·· other· . 
similar shakedown· kidnapings. · By· tele.~ype:. dated July ~6 , ~96~, 
cap1;ioned ''MMc:J.c," ·the · Bureau ·was advi~ed C?f a , cont empJ_ated :.-: . 
shak•d~ ·lc~.~pi~g on the pa;t , ~~.)1~RPLA• . • .. . · · · · 
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MM 92-463 

OTHER 4 
·As t:be Bureau is aware MEROLA· and the informant··in · 

. ' . 
~is matter;l lhave be~n ·close. associ~t~s · for many 
years·~ · They have been Jointly ·involved "in . illegal actiVit y i n 
tb.e··· ·pa$t:~ :~RO~ ·· has· no -~visible means of.·. ~upport, ·howeve·r $) t~e 
mode of ·hi.s · ttviilg is . such that he .. apparently has unlimited ·funds . 
This money could be coming from such s~kedawn kidnaping a~tiv.ity. 

) 

No official complaint bas been re~eived concerning a 
violation Qf the f ederal law- in· the previous kidnapings ·and- in
vestigation and · ~quirY among ··info~ts · bas ·failed to reflec t 
such a ··violation. ·Based upon the information ful;Uished ·as t o 
the: .. contempiated action, it does not appear·:a Federal l aw: wou l d· 
be "brc;>ken · ii1 · this instance~ . It is ·also known that in· some or 
_the . past .. previous a.lleged ""ki~apings ' which :apparently· took . place 
according . to . info~ts ,· the . victims have even denied t hese kid ... 
napings for fea~ o·f their .. lives. · 

The above is submitted for the · Bureau ' s i nformat i on 
and ~- · ~ureau · will · be a~vised as sobn. a:!\ !report s · that he 
has · discussed this_,..matter· .with both CATE and RAYMOND. ·rn 
view ofl ~.ticiPated ·"ac'tion , •it ·fs · reco~nded this in-
formation··not be· dissemiriated : to. local authorities. · There is · 
attached· .. a · tetterhead ·memorandum for the · Bureau ' s ·consideration 
in dis·s_e~nating the. : s~ ·· to:···the Department inasmuch as MERQ~ 
is known· t;o :·t.h i s of.fic_e -to be*ose ·a~intance and info~t 
of ~~!aX:~t;!l~k-A~i-2-~ey_ ~ . ~Y -~ Mj.ami.J(L; . 

· . . - ·.. . 
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