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;.FD-143 (12-28-60) 

(~ OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 

./. 
~- ·· UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
JUNE 

TO 

FROM 

~CTOR, FBI (Bufile 92-2940 

. ~C, PITTSBURGH (92-226-Sub 2) 

) DATE: 6/26/62 

.CLASSlFlED BY -~·J~bg SUi~Clc...
DECLASSlfY ON~5X~<LJffi/_ 
- (~\ 3/t'i qe 

SUBJECT: JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICAL OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 

RE: Title SEBASTIAN JOHN LA ROCCA, aka 

Character of Case ANTI-RACKETEERING 
Field Office Pittsburgh 
Symbol Number PG 622-C* 
Type of Surveillance: (Technical or 

Microphone) Microphone (MUTT 
installation) 

1. Name of person or organization on whom surveillance placed: 
SEBASTIAN JOHN LA ROC~.A (Owner, North Star Cement; Block Company, 
12 McCandless Avenue,'~"Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

2. Address where installation made. Also give exact room number or area 
covered: 

The Pittsburgh Office of the North Star Cement Block Company, 
12 McCandless Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

3. Location of monitoring plant: 
Pittsburgh FBI Office, 450 Union Trust Building, Fifth 
Avenue and Grant Stree.t, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

4. Dates of initial authorization and installation: 
Initial authorization; l/26/61 
Installation: l/30/61 (actUally activated on 2/7/61) 

. 5. Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and places): 
No othe~ installations 

6. If installation is a technical surveillance, answer following questions: 
(There is no tesur involved in this installation) 

a. Is a trunk line utilized? 

b. Is the surveillance on a switchboard? 
. . 

.: ~. . . . c.. Is the surv'eillance 

ct-Bureau . 
· - Pittsiurgn 

V/pJw. 2}::::,,) 
Reg~sterea Mai hi/"' 

on a public coin-operated te.lephone? 
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P(J 92-226-Sub 2 
d. Is surveillance on a private line or a party line? 

e. If a party line, how many parties? 

7., ,, . If. a microphone surveillance involved~ state number of microphones actually 
used 'and location of each: \ ' . 
Orle MU'l'T:un1t is installed and ·concealed in the. floor space 
bs.t.wee,n. S\lbjeot 1 S bUS ine·ss Offi;Ce and la '1/a tory • . 

i_ ~ 1 ; ·, ' • i . • ·., , ; i '. ' ' 

8 •. Is the. instal~tiition part of a. tel-mike? If so,· give symbol of other side 
of ·thE{ combination: . 

'(: . •.. . .. . ' ~ ~ . ' . ,. ... . . ' . . 
No.t part of a tel-1'1,1ike o 

9. · Spe'cif~c ex~ples of valuable information obtained since previous report 
. with indic:ation of specific' value. of each ite:in and the date information 

'rece.i ved... ptE3,;t;.e what use was made· · of each item involved: · (Add insert pages) 
Copsult·insert pages. ' All'1pformat1on was ·utilized for 
1ntell1gence. purposes and appropriate d1ssein1nat1qn.was made 
where pe~:tinent. . . · · · · · 

10. Could. aboye infbrmation have been obtained from other sources and by other 
means? 
. ~q •. 

I l ,.. 

11. Numl?er of live ;i.nf~rmants (in field 'division) who cover Sa.me subject: 
TWp' +ive'.+nform.ants cover LA.ROOCA but there. a.re· no live 
infqrmants f'urn1sh~ng.1nformat1on relative to the North 
Sta~;. q~m~n:t,: Block. Company:~, · · · 

12. Haf? sec~ity. factor .changed since installation? 
.. ~o .. change • . . · . : . . · 
~ . ' ' 

13. Any.~equest for the surveillance by outside agency (give name, title and 
·agency): 
No. requests made. 

\(. 

14. Cost of Plant Premises: 
· ... 

\ 

a •. Rental costs for plant premises: None (costs included in , 
office rental) · 
Giv~ \~tal number of othwurveilla~~onitored at same' plant. 
Two units of a tesur (PO 177-S* ~re installed on 
1/8/62. One mate un was ins a led on 6/6/62 in connect~on 

. with. B.ufile 100-217722 and, ·will be activated as soon as a 
lin~ p.~oblem 1s resolved; probably by 7/2/62. ';zo-S* ('Zjz~s)"iJ 
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c 

92.:.226-Sub ·.!~ 
:· ·J\(, 

c. If any others; set out 
instant surveillance: 
Nqt applicable. 

' -~ • : < •.• - ·• 

the proportionate cost of 

15. Cost of Leased Line for instant installation? 
$9~31 

l: 

16. Personnel ·costs: ·· 

., 17. 
\ 

a. Give _total number of special 'employees· and/or Special .Agents 
: · ·working at plant and total salary costs. One Special Employee (GS-9) 

· ~t: $7 1 4\\ ... · per annum, monitors PO 622-:-C~ a~d .bo.th units of 
LlO:: 177- from 8:~5 a.m. to l:Oq p,.m •• Mpnd.ay tnrough Friday 
we~kly. . uring periods of ina~·t1vity thts . $~ cie:tl .Employee is 
G:lble to perform regu~a~ dutJes :·a .s an . applican~ cqrrelator ~ (See .. 

b.,, T()ta~ number of man hours P,'er week spent at pla.nt? .. Suppleme_ntal Page . .. . . . .. . . ·. - . . . . ' ' 3 ) ... . . . ; . •. ., ._,. a 
'44, hours · 

.c. If other installations monitored at same plant; . list 
prdpo~~ionB.~e number or · man hours per week spent on .. 

( instant surveillance: 15 .hours or approximately 33 percent 
of ~he tq~al t1.m¢ spen.t monitoring all un1t·s. · 

·· , \ 

. . , . . . "" ·. ' 

d. If other installations monitored at same plant, list 
. proportionate salary expense per annum for instant 
surveillance : . . ' . 
·_()·s-s:· Approximately . $2_-,_ 6_6~. · . .-... 
QS-9: . Approximately $4,010 : : 

··Remarks (By SAC ) : · 

! 

.. ~ .gr.eat deal of potential has been demonstrated by this ·informant 
a1:1d•· - ~nformation received on a daily basis is being utilized 
conttnualJy by ,those ·A.gents assigned to the Criminal Intelligence 
Program in the Pittsburgh Office. u· Financial developments 

. re la.ting t~ .. th~ .. Nor,th . S.tflr Cement~ ~lock Company assume pr 1me 
importance when it is realized that': LA ROCCA has been designated 

· · as the. prime target subject of ~n i :ntensif:t.cation program 
... loo.k1ng tqward. early p:rosecution on any Federal violation. 

LA ROCG.A and t;_he" supervisory employ·ee~ of ·North Star have . 
spoken freely en,~ugh for this informant to ascertain their 

.. reactions: to 1,nve~tigations being conducted by both the 
Internal Revenuet·Service · and _ ,,t,l\e: ";Ftl~ ~~~ ... ,~i,~,t~burgh. (See 
supplemental page 3a) · ·" · ·· · r;. t~ ~. -~ ~J;:i~ ; 

S. E· · ·n~r ·. . .. ·./. '.'.rl ·;;,§ ·. . ;, ; . .: .:eH' , ._ . n.~ f2 
{~ -. - --~ ... ___ -. ·: ~.: 
.,;. ._,.. ..... ;.-::-... 

... _, •• ·J_, .' . . 
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l6f1, Pe"zr~~:mel Cost , (continue~?~ . "\,. . 

ozi~ clerk· (GS.~5) at $5.66i_p_Ar ) umum, · mon1tor'a, PG 622-Cct" 
apcl both units"-.of.IP"O 177-.~rom 1 :oo p .. tn; to 5·~.00 p .. m.· 
MQnday through Fr..m"ay weekly .. ·. · ',, . , ,. ' ' .· . ' . . \ 
l6.c. When the 1nstal:l,.,at1on relating . to Bufile 100-2~77.22 
ts:activated. the propo~tionat,e : ntunber .Of' JJ:l~l1 h()Ul"l3 pe.f . 
we,;k spent: on PG 622-c• ~··i,f""~, be;· red~ced .. bel:~w 33 pe.~cen"t.\\ 

17:.. . Remar~s (continued): '·"'-,,:, • · · ·,~," 
~ ... · . . · . · . ·~, . '· .. 

Th.e P1ttsburgh Office 'J;.s looking''-t.or a great deal ·more~ ~a 
fax• a.s' ~pecifi.c <;sr1m1nal intelligerte~ infor~tion ~s conoernea, 
1n : relat~on to the GENOVESE-LA ~OCOA ' organlization .. In my 
opinion .the poa1t1on or prominence this phase of our act1v1ty . 
has atta:t:.ned,.as well as tbe issuance of recent Bureau 

·· instructions 1n th1.s regarcl; and the information received thus 
far . by the Pi.tt$burgh Office jl.lst1f1es the continuation of this 
installation. · 

The. Bureau ·Will be promptly ad'\t1sed of the . ext~nt or any 
possible v1o~at1ons devel,oped as a result of this technical 
surveillance~ · The LA ROCCA investigation and this coverage 1n 
particular is be:i.ng given my personal attent1pn on a continuing 
bas1s .a.f1d I will insure that constant efforts are made to 
establish a Federal violation· against this individual, When 
inf.or~'tion of 1mmecl1ate interest or significance is received, 

. ·it 1At:X.l.~ be ·:promptly brought tQ 'the Bureau • a attention in the 
daily·_·,-t,~letype being s\.Jbmitted :ttelative to LA ROCGAo 
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Insert to FD.;.l43 entitled,- . "~US'l'lFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF 
TECHNICAl., OR MICROPHONE SURvEILLANCE., 11 

. .. - --- ' '\" . ' - . 
..t, 

·The most important infor~tt6n rurn1sl'led by this informant 
since the submission ot . the _l.aa·t FJ>-143 on 3/22/62 
90neerns -a meeting of JOHN, CONTI, alleged n.ephew of 

> .SEBASTI~ JOliN J:,A ROCCA, who :is general manage~ at 
:the <North. Star Cement Block Company 1n f~ttsl)\lrgh,. and 
· SAMUE~ MANNARlNQ ot the MANNARI~O . organizet,iop. of New 
l(ep.s1ngton, Pa .. , on whom a11 ~nt:ens1fieat·ion target-type 
investigation is being conducted. It wa·s noted by the . · , . 
:informant that these two met ; l£i.st on a b.Q.s:iness proposttion 
on· Sunday, 6/3/62.. . · · ~ · · , 

. ~ \ 

-. It:· was ·.in~i:l.cated that ~~IN(:) owns 6oo · a~res . ot: ground "\ 
. and is now. dealing \'li tb the North S~ar _Cement alack Ccu:.pany \ 
to ' build homes on his property .• ;;.;;:~~~~,tt~l}.ding o.f 123 . 
of ~hese homes was ~o begin immed:l:ately and it was 
in¢1cated that MANNARINO is det'.initely part of the 
entire propdsitiono 

As a result ot this information, the Bureau has advised 
that this ~tter snould be giv~n thorough investigative 
attention in connection with dtsruption obJectives 
and possible future prosecution;., 

On 6/11/62~ the Pittsburgh Office .ascertained that there 
wa.s considerable lnductan~e and cross-talk on cable ~9, 
counts 341 thr<)ugh 50 as · well a_s e9nsiderable AC vQl ta{;e 
running as h1sh as two vqlts on ec)\Ult 348o GSfG ' '-75-S 
was contacted concerning this undeslrabl.e condition and 
he'. immediately referre(i the . mat·ter to the Engineering 
Department of the Bell Tell:ephone Coo . Due to the complexity 
of these existing conditions mo1,11toring of' the mi:sur 
and tesur operati,ons was d1se_on~1nued on 6/11/62 until 
the lines can l;>e cleareQ. and balanced. The Pittsburgh 
Off1ee has not; therefore, had the benefit of the knowledge 
.of the operations· within . the North Star Cernent Block 
Coo since the af.orement1oned date., 
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