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Report of. SA ROBERT A. VOEGE, Pittsburgh, 4/8/60. 
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q. Will continue to endeavor to develop a confidential informant 
at the North Star Cement Block .Co., 12 McCandless St., inasmuch 
as ·LA .ROCCA is presently spending most of the time that he is 
away from his residence at this location . 

7. Will maintain contact with the Chief of Police of the 
McCandless Township Police Department and those officers cover­
ing the neighborhood in which LA ROCCA resides so that ir.nmediate 
notification by them may be made of any unusual activity obseryed 
in the vicinity of LA ROCCA's home. · 

. . ; . ....::> 
8. Will check the list of toll calls made from Forest 4-5296, · 
the home telephone of LA ROCCA, for the ·names .of racket associates 
and personal business contacts of the subject not now known to 
the Pittsburgh Office and will further identify and obtain 
appropriate background information of subscribers to telephone 
numbers called. 

CRIMINAL INFORMANT COVERAGE 

The· following individuals are presently being utilized by the 
Pittsburgh Office in the SEBASTIAN J OHN LA ROCCk investigation: 

PG 573-C, who is extremely ·friendly with the GENOVESE brothers . 
and part.icularly FIORE GENOVESE, younger brother of MIKE GENOVESE, 
arid who is present.ly being utilized for the general coverage of 
the Red Eagle Club and its visitors~ 

PG 585-C, who is well acquainted with most of Pittsburgh 's 
Top Hoodlums and who was formerly employed as a waitress in the 
Red Eagle Club, once known as . the Genovese Cocktail Lounge., 

!· ·-

412 Larimer Avenue , Pittsburgh. Informant still visits this · 
establishment and comes in constant contact .with MIKE GENOVESE 
and other members of ·pittsburgh's racketeering element in her 
role as a medium-priced prostitute. Informant is presently 
traveling with Mrs. ·JULIA MINTZ, widow of JAKE MINTZ, co-owner l 
of EZZA~ C.HARLES, former world's heavyweight boxing champion. \ 
She 'is .Presently being utilized· for the coverage of the Genovese- \ 

· .LaRocca-Nelsoh interests~ j 
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L----.---------.....1 a PCI who is pres ently very active in 
Pittsburgh numbers operations and · who was a rrested dur·i ng 
the .month of August , 1958, in connect ion with his operation. 
He is intimately acquainted wit h many Pittsburgh Top Hoodl ums 

. and racketee·rs through a ssociation with them when they began 
their racket careers. He is presently being utilized for coverage 
of the Genovese-Nelson interests and is a l so contributing 

·information regarding tpe VOLPE brothers who are cl ose associat es 
of GENOVESE and LA ROCCA. 

I Ia PC I of the Pittsburgh Offi9e presently 
engaged in racket activi ty in the City of Pittsburgh who i s 
being util ized for general coverage of lottery and numbers 
operations in the Pittsburgh area. 

la1PCI of the Pit tsburgh Office who is part owner 
L--o~r~t~fi~e-=n~o~t~o~rTI~o~u~s gambling establ ishment at Chester, w. Va., 

known as Cl ub 30, who is being utilized for information concerning · 
the cl ub and the interest in· it of Pittsburgh hoomlliurns associated 
with both LA ROCCA and GENOVESE . . 

I a PCI of the Pittsburgh Office who is being 
L-u,..,.t.,....,...i ..... l.,...J.=ze- a.......-.. .,...±o=r -.,...J.n.,...,..I =o....!rmation concerning· Pittsburgh prostitution 
. activities and as a check on the activities of PG 585- C. 

OTHER 4 · 

AL BUCK, former Allegheny County Detective and now Vice President 
of the- Fidelity Trust Company, Loan Depa rtment, Pittsburgh, who 
is being .utilized for his knowledge of the Bankers Exchange in 
Pittsburgh from which he can obtain information regarding bank 
l oans made to Pittsburgh Top Hoodlums . BUCK is a lso fami l iar with . 

. the activities of several of Pittsburgh ' s Top Hoodl ums, particularly · 
those of LA ROCCA, from having work~d on criminal matters for 
many years in ~he City of . Pittsburgh. 

L...----------"1 a confidentiai source of the Pittsburgh Off ice 
who i .s being utili~ed for information concerning the MANNARINO 
organization in New Kensington, Pa., and who is also furnishing 
information regarding tie- ups with the GENOVESE organization in 
Pittsbur:h. · · 

la . confidential source of the Pittsburgh Office 
who was xtremel y e1pful . to Pittsburgh Agents during the . 
investigation of the RALPH KINER extortion investigation several 
years ago and whose brother- i n-law, NORMAN FARBEB., . is a member 
of the MANNARINO organization • 
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In an effort to increase criminal informant coverage, the 
PCis under development are being contacted on a continuing 
and regular basis so that information obtained from them may 
be used on a day-to-day basis in connection with spot . 
surveillances of the establishments frequented by the subject 
when he is in-the Pittsburgh vicinity. 

INFORMANT COVERAGE RELATING TO THIS . REPORT 

PG T- 1 is WI LLIAM MEREDITH, Special Agent, Bell Tel ephone 
Company of Pennsylvania, who was contact.ed by IC GEORGE C. 
DI PPOLD on 5/12/60 and who has requested that his identity be 
90nceal~d . OTHER 4 

PG T92 isl Ia Potential Criminal Informant 
of the Pittsburgh of'f'ice, who was contacted by SA ROBERT A. 
VOEGE on _4j4,15; 5/13/60. 

---- --

. -E*­
·COVER. PAGE 

--.. __ ___ 

---

NW 45836 Docid:32332908 Page 5 



l ' 'l'' • . .. . .. . . ·: .. -------------------=r~~--------= 

. · 
" ' r· / , , '!; , .~-

' 
( 

PG 92-226 

the other racketeers· feared and respected him because of his 
size and cold blooded attitude. He stated that in those days 
the moonshine concf?s.~i·on in Pittsburgh 1 s 13th Ward was run 
by a man named JOE· GIGILLOTTI and that LA ROCCA was only a 
whiskey . runner from Jamestown,. N. Y. He recalled that SPINELLI 
was a non-drinker who was consequently hired as a bo'y guard 
for the older three VOLPE b~others and that he had been born 
·and raised in .Italy ~here he had. left his wife and two children. 
The informant .said he knew that SPINELLI hired out as a professional 
.gun man arid that 'he bwned some stills in the Pittsburgh area 
until he was crossed up in some manner by the VOLPE brothers 
who insis~ed that he · was simply working for them. · The +nformant 
stated that this so en~aged SPINELLI that he vowed he would kill 
all · ·three . · .. He recalled that SPINEIJI,I left the moonshi~e joint 
early, one morning wibhout telling the informant where he was going 
and that he late'r lealrned that SPINELLI had encountered the three · 
VOLPE brothers ~at~u~ breakfast at Bazzanno•s Restaurant in 
Pitts·burgh' s HiJ,l ·.nisprict at which time he gunned them to death . 
He recalled that:..: . .I\RrHUR and JIMMY died with their heads in their 
cere~l but that JOHNNY managed to brush by SPINELLI and d~d not 
die until he reached the gutter in front of the restaurant. 

The informant recalled that SPINELLI gathered his things together 
·and immediately fled to New York where he encou~cered the brother 
of the BAZZANNO who ran the .Pittsburgh restaurant. He stated that 
SPINELLI killed this individual with an ice pick and that newspaper 
accounts from New York told how BAZZANNO was discovered with more than 
150 ice pick ~oles and with various sections of his bo'j cut of~ . 
He said that SPINELLI . then fled to Italy and had nerve enough to 
settle with hi's family in the same town in which the elder VOLPE 
was ·an official. He stated that the elder VOLPE was thereafter 
re.sponsible for having · SPINE.LLI sentenced to 25 years in an Italian 
prison because he could not be .extradited to the U. S. He re~alled 
that in those days numbers operations in the Pittsburgh area were 
incidental to moonshine operations and that most moonshiners · carried 
a numbers card plainly visible in their back pockets. He stated 
that the police became interested. in numbers . only when moonshine 
was. no. longer profitable for them. · 

The i nformant further advised that independent bookies· in the East. 
Liberty - Homewood area are st'ill being pressure~ ·bY the Pittsburgh 
Police Department and that things have gotten so bad that he has 
been forced to contact his "joint·" by telephone only. He added 
that even the smaller books turning into the ·aenovese-Nelson combine 

· ~ run a daily risk of being raided and must take meticulous precautions 
to a~d detection. 
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