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OP'P'ICK OP' OR lOIN OATil 

MIAMI . MIAMI ! SEP 2 6 1961 6/1/61 - 9/12/61 
TITLE Of CASE , 

UNSQBs (2); Arm~d Robbery or 
Appro~i~ately $117,200 .00 in 
Jewelry and C~s~ ~ Resi nee or 

REPORT MADE av 

HOMER R. HAUER 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

EDITH and · RITZ w· , · ITSP - MT 
Hallandale, la., 3 20 
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REP!RENCE: 

CHICAGO 

Re_Port or SA WILI,IAM F. HEIST at Miami, dated 
4/25/61. 

-P-

AT CHICAGO, 'ILLINOIS I 

.r. 

1. Will conduct an intensive investigation concern­
ing IRVING HORNS~~IN~ who 'is alleged to have fenced the 
jeweley.·· ta· this case. .Maximum utilization or appropriate 
oont1dential i 'nf'ormants ' and ·. other . eo.nt1dential techniques 
ehoul4. . be e~ploited · tully in·: tp.e t'nveatigation or HORNSTEIN 
to d•termine the ·.' pr~s~nt location o.f . ~~e Jewelry. CJ.·.,..,; 

2.- Will . c0nd\iot an .intensive investigation 
oonoer~ing known jewel thief JMmS . MARTIN. Maximum 
ut.ilization or ·oon.f'1deRt1al 1ntc,rmanta ·and other confidential 
teol)ri1q~ee should. likewise be· considet•ed · in th.e investigation 
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since invest1gat1on has determined that she was in no 
way aonne·ct~1·T with this robb·ery. 

Leads are not be 1ng set out in this re·p~rt 
to ident·t-ry the subacrihers· to the telephone numbers 
cal·led from ··the telepl)one .. or NORMA SEID sinoe· ·this 
investigation· was previously ·requested in Miami letter 
to ;?ittsburgh, copies t ,o Chica·go·, ·dated July 25, 1961. 

-~; JOSEPH RAYMON~~OLA, · principal suspect in :fc- e..\ ()t1 e. r o) o-
th18 oase, · is currently inca:rcerated· in the Federal --:- 5 e._1-?" \ r.n e r- 0 J o... 
C6r~octiofial Institute at Tallahassee, Florida, where ~ 0 

' 
he ·ia serving · a f1 ve year sent~ nee. -~_., ... 1-;~--- ·: J.:.> ~~- -:· (J /, (? , f!Y1 f r1)/ a. 

-~,:_ ____ . 

-INFORMANTS-

By commun1cation dated June 5 1 1961, the 
Memphis Office advised the following: 

On May 17:; 1961,L..I ........--...-----------~1 JR. was 
contacted at his residence, 938 Audubon Drive, Memphis, 
Tennessee, by SAs BON H. MG ET~ATH and CORNELIUS A • . 
MOYNIHAM. 

~J I was e_x.ll~~1ted phot~E!Phs of _~~-~~ER _ 

~-~~~Sitt?f:~~d~!~~l~~~n~~ri!~' life~p16l!N!t&:tfr. ~.-
exhibited to him as photographo of individuals whom he ... . · 
knew . as PAT and MIKE 1n Miami .. rj_~::_ 

;} 
' :t Though tnterviewed in detail, he was unable to 

furnish any information to the interviewing agents con­
cerning robbery or the owner of the Hofbrau Haus in 
addition to that which he_ had made known previously to 
Bureau Agents at Miami. He likewise was unable to 
furnish any pertinent infon~ation relative to JOSEPH 
RAYMOND MEROLA other than to state that in his opinion, 
MEROLA was a member of the "syndicate". When asked to 
explain what he meant by " syndicate", he became ·very 
vague and stated that it was a group of hoodlums 
operating out of Chicago, Illino:ts . He said tbat he 
became acquainted with I.ffiROLA originally in connection 
with his endeavors to sell his airplane. 
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MM 87-14090 

He advised that ·he· does· not know and · has never 
met any 1nd:1vid.ua.l· mimed ANDRE'-" NICHOLAS . MASTRO. He 
likewise stated thnt he p·osaessea no· 'information with 
~egar4 to the JOSEPH DIMARE murder case. 

I latated that he does not bave any 
inf'o~ation regarding the identity of any individual or 
group ·. or individuals tq whom MEROLA might have . dif?posed 
or the sto·len· jewelry~ · He did· stata, however, that · · 
MEROLA" had numercmu c':lntacts a.nd 1 t would be no problem 
to{_-d·ispose of otolen jewelry in M1am·1. · He added, however, 
that he did not kncitlf fr•or.:A h1a personal knowledge who 
those co~acts a!•e . ., ·, 

. . He W.'3.8 I'f!qUef\ted to advise the FBI in the event 
ne .was contacted at some futur e dats by MEROLA, et al. 
He :was furthe!' · requca·~~d to f'urn!.sh any_ i~ortnation that 
might come to his attention t•ege>.:o9.ing activities of. jewel 
thieves operating anywhere. He stated he would do so • 

. ·· 
By com!llUnicatlon dated June 21, 1961, the 

New York Office advi.sed the following: 
. :--. 

New Yoz•k PCI WYNN' L.A..SSNER was intervlewed 
~xtensively on June 19 and 20, 1961, by SA WILLIAM DAVID 
KANE. He ·furnished the foll~w~ng information: 
~ 

" '/ LASSNER a.dvised that h~ returned to New York on 
June 18, 1961, f1•oru California wh.>;! ·~·-:: he has been the guest 
of HARVEY HEWITT. He explained tL~t: HEWIT'r brought him 
out to the coast \tf1th h1m the first: of May, 1961_, in 
connection with a Ct?ilroetice b~1ness which HEWITT may 
purchase. HEWITT wan to I~SSN'ER to enter· b~~~ iness with 
h im. He stated th~t HI!.'WITT 1.s coming to O:'r·eemr!.ch, 
Connecticut, this w~ek where he had hired a home for the 
summer. LASSNER stated that h-e drove Hh"WIIJ."T' s car back 
to New York for him. 

Concerning M'.AURICE 11 RlW11 POI,J'.tACK, l~SSNER 
adv-ised that he h~e knt.."Wn him .eo~ yearn and thst POLLACK 
is presently resicH ng ;1t 1175 Yol:•k Avenue, New Yor•k City. 
~e stated that he hafl not t;een POLLACK since he I'eturned · 
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tra. Port · Lauderdale ~ and has no desire to have anything to 
do with· bim. He stated~ however, that POLLACK called ~~-;-· 
yea~er4•Y~ while he was out and left a message for him~~ 
oall back. · 

LASSNER stated that POLLACK has nevar discussed 
his aotS.v1ties with him, but that he knows that· .. POLLACK 
ia broki -and ts probab!y ready to try tor a "score". He 
tsat·Cl . ·tqtl despite· his d-9s1re to remain away f'ro·m P.OLLACK, 
he wtll·· aainta1n contact w1 th him on behalf or the New 
York Ott1oe tor an.y 1nformation ·he can develop. He stated 
tnat · s.t~. ·1a very 11kely ··thst· PO!.!,ACK might ask him (LASSNER) 
to aO,oo.pany .him to Cape Cod, 1f POLLACK goes there, since 
he has . invited LASSNER to go· wi·~h him .· for .. weekends in the 
piiat ,· · LASSNER · s~ta ·ced that he would · not accompany POLLACK 
tn Cape .·_.codl. but ·will be alert to any conversation by 
P(lLLAClt resarding plans to go to Cape Cod and will notify 
the ~ew York Office immediately. 

. Concerning tb.e po~1s ibility that POLLACK intends 
to "he~at" the jewelry owne¢ by PAT . MAGEE, LASSNER advised 
that .-th11 po·saib111 ty is ver~r likely, 1naswch as PAT 
~GII·· has. wch valuable jewell"Y and PPLLACK is despe~ate 
tor aon17. LASSNER stated t hat POLLACK would never even 
hint; to .. _.b1a or· such plans , ; how<!ver, because POLLACK knows 
that :LAS~~ER has b~en a c lose friend or PAT MAGEE tor years 
and th•t ·LASSNER dated PAT l ong before ahe met H~_rrr •. · ·~ 

In connect ion with information furnished by 
LASSN'!R to rormer SA CAR.t ROOD · about the act1vi t1e·s of' the 
two · ~ ·tr1icer men" named F'AT and MIKE rrrom Chicago and their 
alle;~1d '. kidnapping and murder activtt ies, LASSNER advised 
that -b • . received this informat ion from HERKIE STYLES~ He 
stated ·· tnat STYLES obta1.n!!!d so~e ot the information from 
livini ae:r:'OBS· the hall from PAT and MIKE and deduced. some 
or 1t ·as a r~sult or q_uestions asked or h1m by the· FBI 
concern inc . PAT and MIKE. LA.SSNER stated that STYLES is 
preaentl7 in New York and that 1t the FBI wishes to 
re-1~erv1ew ' himp LASSNER will contact him for the New 
York 'Ott-~oe • · . 

·: ' . 
;( LASSNER sta ted tfl"at _, at no time, . did he observe 
~hy. weaponA conta1n1ng si~encers, while at ME~OLA 1 s home. 

- G.:. 
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LENNY GAINES, ·210 West 90th ·Street, New York 
City, advised SA K.fu~'E ·on: June 20, 1961, that he never 
saw· any weapon conta:tnix~g silencers, while at MEROLA • s 
home. 

?CI .GEORGE WEINGER advised SA WILLIAM F. HEIST 
the following information on July 20, 1961 :' 

He, WEINOER.9 was in New York City from 
approximately ·July: 3, to July 12, 1961, at which time he 
visited and -stayed -with MAURICE "RED" POLLACK. WEINGER 
advised· that during his stay· he overheard a conversation 
oonoerntng· tne· ·criminal· activities· ·or JOSEPH RAYMOND 
MEROLA in the · 'Miami area. WEINGER stated · that he learned 
that ·MEROLA masterminded the· · 'robb~ry _ or the owners or the 
Hotbrau ·Haus 1 and WEINGER. believes the~e were three 
individuals, other than MEROLA, who participated in this 
robbery. · ·wRINGER d.id not leK~·n the identities or these · 
individuals. He advised that -.-iEROLA and his associates 
had -considerable difficulty in getting_r1d of the jewelry 
from this theft and were dissatisfied with .the small amount 
or money r· tJceived compared against the expensive itellls 
stolen. 

WEINGER stated he heard that the jewelry was 
disposed or in Chicago and recei~ed by an individual 
referred to as ·"DUNJO" (phonetic) , ·who 18 either an owner, 
manager o~ affiliated with ~he Club Chez Paree in Chicago. 

· · · By airtel. dated August 30, 196ly the Chicago 
Office advised that inquiry through inro~nts · reflect 
that "DuNJO" is identical with DON. JOSEPH~ ,MEDLEVINE, Owner. 
of ---~hf) ___ Cb¢ .. z.:_far.e .. e __ N.1ght .. C-lub ... in.,.C.l)_tg _~gg_~ _' , nquiry of · 
logical Cis and PCis fa i led to ind1..cate 'tiny·· positive · ; · 
information that MEDL'h"VINE is fencing jewelry or furs, 
although, it 1s common knowledge that ME.DLEVIN'E 1n his 
capacity as owner of · t h~ night club 1s well known 
and associates with Chicago hoodlums. 

On August 15.9 , 1961, MM 722-C telephonically 
advisad SA H • . WAYNE SWINNEY that he had learned from JOE 
MEROLA and MIKE. SWIATEK, who wc~e i nvolved in this loss, 
that the jewelry was originally soJ.d to an individual . from 
New Jersey. This individual had offered to pay $30,000.00 
f'or ·the total amount of jewelry stolen _ and had made a 

-H-
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$15,000.00 deposit. Th~ t purchaser had given the ·subjects 
two days·· to det•~rmine wt -=~·ther or not they would accl··pt . 
bia otter. Thi s offer was · not accepted and the money was 

· return~d, as well as that ·portion or. the jewelry which 
had be·en· given to th.e New Jer~cy man to . hold. 

The informant was not aware just who had gone 
into the victim's homo at the time of the robbery . .. It 
wa·a his 'iilpress1on ·frC\:n talking to MIKE SWIAT~ . that "the 
jewelry had gone to Chicago where · it ·was suba·e·qut;ntly 
sold. ·to RED STEINHART <>f New York. The informant was 
not . aware···whether or not it act\tally ·went ··to STEINHART 
i~amuch as· the informant was wlth MIKE SWIATEK in. New 

. York· the: previous week; at which time they ran into 
" RED STEINHART and STEINHART was not lmown to SWIATEK. . - . 

It is noted that JOSEPH MEROLA was interviewed 
by Pittsburgh SAs JOHNS. PORTELLA and THOMAS G. FORSYTH, 
III in Miami at the request of MEROLA, made to Departmental 
Attorneys WILLIAM KENNt Y and WILLIAM KEHOE .• : 

Prior to th~ commencement of the interview on 
Aupst 14, · 19~1, Departmental .Attorneys KENNEY and KEHOE 
spent approximately ten minutes alone with MEROLA, after 
whi.oh · SAs PORTELLA and FORSYTH .were called into KENNEY •·a 
o!'tioe, Room 201, Federal Build.ing, Miami. Before . the 
beginning of the interview, IG.'NNEY advised SAs PORTEJ,LA 
and ·FORSY!H that MEROk\ had uet the conditions that the 
Departmental Attorneys be present; that he would never 
testifY. to any i nforma.'t1on furnished; that he r _equested 
his 'identity be protected so that none of his information 
ever could be traced back to hi~; and that he would not 
disouss any matter in which he had been partic1pa_ht. 

On A-ugust 15,; 1961, JOSEPH R. MEROLA stated 
tnat this robbery 1.r~ s c·ommitted by him and MIKE SWIATEK 
ancl · WALTER PATR!C. '.- ~:. ·. ~tANG . MEROLA stated that .ANDREW 
NICHOLAS MASTRO 1; ·' ·(,ot h i ng to do with this arm'ed 
rob~ery." . · , · · ' · 

. MEROLA stat~.d that PAT and MIKE used a Nash 
Rambler automobile whic~h they stole ·from the parking lot 
of the building where they were living and after the 
burgla·ty left. the Na sh Ramble··!' e 1 ther on the same lot or 
one block away. He said that they definite~y d1d · not use 
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