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"UNKNOWN PILOT ‘ '

Synopsis: | f‘

/7f //g LEONARD BIRD, businessman, Miami, Fla., states he has /}g, éﬂ’

{4 o knowledge of any planned revolutlon in Haiti. He sai W /i - ‘

N | he recently received a contract from the Haitian Government { ’

to construct houses. States he is personal friend of ARTHUR

BONHOMME, Secretary of Public Works in Haiti, and through
him obtained authority for housing project. ROBERT N.

}X\ DILLARD, businessman, Miami, advised he had no information

about any planned revolution in Haiti and he had no relative
who is a pilot and had no relative who had been contaetédd to
fly arms into Haiti. DILLARD advised that he knew HAROLD
BUSSINIUS, a Haitian National, and described him as-a liar

and con man. RUDOLPH BABOUN, Haitian Consul, Miami, advised
that information furnished by HAROLD BUSSINIUS was not believed
reliable. JOSEPH MEROLA, Miami, FBI No. 4989299 not.

available for interview.
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DETAILS : D ﬁ/ | .
| The title of this case,is béing marked changed to
show the full name of B. LEONARU/;IRD as furnished by

BIRD when interviewed on August 22, 1958

’

This case is predicated on information furnished
by RUDOLPH BABOUN, Haitian Vice Consul, Miami, Florida,
who furnished the following information to the Miami Office
of the FBI on August 28, 1958. BABOUN stated that he had
received information that 27 Americans and one LEONARD
BIRD of Miami, and one JOSEPH MEROLA, who hangs around the
Garden of Allah Motel, Miami Beach, were involved in a
revolutionary attempt against Haitl. BABOUN also sald'that
one Mr. DILLARD, who operates a lumber business, and who
has been trying to obtain a lumber contract through the
Haitian Government, has a relative who has been offered
$10,000.00 to.fly arms into Haiti. BABOUN also said that
his informant advised that the Haiti Revolution had a
depot of arms and ammunition located some distance from

Miami and arms worth $70,000.00 cached on an island between '

Florlda and Haiti.

on September 4 1958 BABOUN recontacted the /|
. Miami Office and advised that- his informant was HAROLD {9
\ggssmms a Haitian National, and that BUSSINIUS had ||

b Sk

turned to Haiti at BABOUN's expensekz' éé Vi

On August 29, 1958, BABOUN advised the; Miami
Office that one ROBERT GREEN contacted him and said he was
representing MEROLA and that if BABOUN wanted to deal
with MEROLA to send word to GREEN. GREEN quoted MEROLA
as saying, '"This time we won't miss'. BABOUN interpreted
this to mean that the Revolution will be successful.
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- DILLARD again stated that he wanted it understood

s ‘that he,iias at no time, had any knowledge of any planned
revolution in Haiti and had no relatives who had been
approached to fly arms to Haiti.

DILLARD stated that in his opinion, LOCASSIO,

NUNNALLY, and BUSSINIUS are nothing but "con men' who would
attempt to.make a dollar in any manner they could. He

also said that even after financing the trip to Haiti

for BUSSINIUS and NUNNALLY, and after ascertaining they had
no timberland available to them, BUSSINIUS again approached ]
him in August, 1958, and tried to tell him he now had

timberland avallable if DILLARD was interested. DILLARD
said he told BUSSINIUS he wanted no further business
deallngs with him.

On September 4, 1958 RUDOLPH BABOUN Haitian
Vice Consul ‘Miami, adv1sed that HAROLD BUSSINIUS
was sent to Haiti by him and he did not know when
BUSSINIUS would return to the United States.

On September 8, 1958, BABOUN advised SAS
TOBIAS E. MATTHEWS, JR. and CHARLES W. EDMISTON that he
now realized that LEONARD BIRD and DILLARD are not connected
with any planned revolution in Haiti and that he did not believe
all information furnished by BUSSINIUS was reliable. He
also said that he now recalled that he had met BIRD and
that BIRD was negotiating with the Haitian Government
in order to obtain a contract for constructing a housing
project in Haiti.

On: September 19, 1958, CHARLES J. MATHEWS, Special
Investigator, Dade County Manager's Office, Miami, telephonically
advised that he had just returned from Haiti and while in
Haiti had interviewed HAROLD BUSSINIUS. He stated
that he contacted Haitian officials about BUSSINIUS'
location and they were reluctant to admit that BUSSINIUS
was in the National Peniténtiary. They gave Mr. MATHEWSS
permission to interview him. -
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