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Main File No: 100-370750 

Subject: 6> John Lawson 

Found As: Jo~wson 

Date: 

.Date 

Alos Searched As: No further search made 

.· ,.... I ,. / .---- // ... 
/ '-' / / ; ; ._. ·.:o . ' / / . 

Searched: 3/13/56 

This is a summary of information obtained from a 
review of all '~een references to the subject in Bureau files 
under the names and aliases listed above. No attempt has been 
made to exhaust all possibilities as to the names and aliases 
by which the subjec.t may have been known. All references under 
the above names containing data identical or possibly identical 
with the subject have been included except those listed at the 
end of this summary as not having been reviewed!· The term "SI" 
preceding a serial number shown in the block in~dicates that the 
serial so designated contains the same information as the fore­
going serial. However it should be reali2ed that the informa­
tion in these serials may differ somewhat in detail although 
the facts are basicall y the same. · 

This summarp is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference. Except where stated 
otherwise the original serial will contain the information in 
much more detail. 

THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 
GOVE'RNMENT AND M..4.Y COJfTAIJI INFORMATION N T 
INATION. 1/!' 
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On 9-26-46 LA J0-1- stated that Joe fpster ~nformed~•.;;., 
Lawson that he wanted to talk to him . about wri.ting & directing 
a movie for "New Masses.'{g>)C~ _ 

On 4-22-46 a confidential source advised that amra 
Walden, wife of Michael Walden, _ sent a telegram to Ilya Ehrenberg, 
Konstantin Simonov & Michael Galqktionov, care of USSR Embassy 
in Wash., DC, asking them to visit LA. The telegram stated that 
John Howatd Lawson & other prominent LA citizens, joined the 
.American Russian Institute ' in requesting t1t em to come to Cal if 

LA rpt., 5-4-48 
Re: Jd'hn We:cl(fy, was; 
IS-R 9~ . 
100-~~~46-6, pgs. 5, 7, 15 
( 16,6 ,22!)1 

[\A. 

Four CP organizers stopped in Pittsburgh on 11-8-46 
while enrolf-te from NY to Chicago to attend a convention. \ While 
in Pittsburgh· they discussed the movie strike in Hollywood\ · 
One :_.-of the organi?-.ers, believed to be Gon2ales Caravella (mail 
mutilated), sa:td, "That the Stalinists have gotte·n control of 
all the Unions in Hollywood, even the Screen Writers' Union, 
known as the Screen Writer's Guild and that John Lawson, 
President of the Union, is·a S/:al'tnist and that Lawson was 
brought to Hollywood by V. J. Jerome, the Boss of the Stalinists 
in Hollywood, whose real name is Isaac Romaineo" -

Memo captioned "Socialist _ 
Workers Party-", Pittsburgh, Pa. 
11-8-46, furnished by an 
unknown outside source. 
100~)-6-40-60 
(12<{ 

LA 2894 furnished a leaflet announcing a program 
sponsored by "Daily Peo~t,le 1s florld 11 publicizing a prese,ntation 
of the "Hollywood Forum 'on the topic, ··. "ART- Weapon for the People". 
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"Jourmal Amer'&can·h of 10-22-46 contained an article by 
Howard Rushmor'e charging that American Authors 1 Authority was 
a Communisteffort to control literature~ Rus_hmore named John­
Howard Lawson as a known Communt~t who wassp~n~gring.-Qhis 
organization. _/l!;;)(Jb/·~' 

{]vn 400 advtsed](f a public meeting to be held by 
"Mainstream", a CP publication at NYC. This meeting was to 
be held at Manhattan Center, NYC, on 6-11.-47. John Lawson 
was one of those who was to fly from Hollywood for the occaston. 

NY rpt., 2-11-48 
Re: Comtnftl Radto Industry; 
IS-C 
1 oo -;3fi:·Of!2fi':..e3, pgs •. _14 & 26 
( 16}' 23!}'. 

The Jot nt Antt Fasctst Refugee Commtt-f?ee was to put 
on a dinner at Hotel Astor, NYC, on· 10-30-47. NYT 221 advised 
that Herbert Btberman, who was ctted for contempt by HCUA on 
10-29-47, conferred wtth Helen Bryan, Nattonal Executive Secretary 
of above organtzaf?ion. He told her that John Lawson & others, 
all of whom were ctted for contempt during the investigatton 
into the mouie industry, would be at the aboue dinner~ Bryan 
told. Btberman that there would be a cocktatl pcirty a"fi .Hotel 
Astor prior to the dinner & she wanted Lawson & the·;o~t_h.ers to 
attend·. Btberman satd he would tell them of Bryan 1s wtshes. 
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NY teletype 10-30-47 
Re: Joint Antt-Fasctst 
Refugee Commtttee; 
IS-O 
100 -:'§IJ'l31-1496 
(129' 
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At a meeting held at Ottsfteld Hall, Roxbury, Mass. 
on 8-10-51, Phil Bart, General Manager of the "DW'', announced 
the formatton of a new organtaat·'ton tD be called the "Nattonal 
Freedom of the Press Association." The puhpose of this was to 
interest people from all walks of ltfe in freedom of the press 
and while it would lje"completely seperated from the "DW", it 
would be _supervised by Bart and John Lawson, who was naJned 
as the National Chairmano BS 612 

"DW" of 8-23-37, on .page seven, identtfied John Howard 
Lawson as a CP member. 

Boston rpt. 10-27-53 
Re: Robert Louis Goodwin, was; 
Is-c; IS Act 1950 
100-;-j<CJ8?§6-80, p. 3 
(l~y 22/' . 
SI. gB 6 -33130-79 
(9Y 22t/ 
SI ~96-20429-22, p. 8 
(13!' 
SI 100-37277-23 
(14V 
SI ~gE-77967-19, p. 10 
( 14')/ 
SI 100-92637-549, P• 3 
(14.)/" / 
SI ~9~-241241-54, p. 3 
(151}' . 

(i6~~~;~j6336-43 
SI ·1 CJ0--~4fi336 -4 6 
(16y 22,Y 
SI 100-340564-58, p. 3 
( 16!}/(_ 2f~ 
SI 100-3,~D_)64-59, p. 3 
( 16 V(JJ'y 
SI ~90-345328-7, p. 7 
(171{ 
SI 10JJ-~5fi056-5 
(17,r/ 231)' . 
SI 100~358244-11, p. 7 
(17IY" ... 

. SI 1_ 00-338562-2, P• 10 
(J-7/23( 
SI. -~9/);;.366697-11,. p. 7 
( 17V' . 

\ 
I •• 

-26-

r 
I 
[ Docid: 32338632 Page 6 
i 



BS 612 advised that at ~ meeting at Otisfield Hall, 
Roxbury, Ma.ss. on 8-10-51, Phil Ba.rt, Ger;e .ral Manager of ''DW" 
announced the formation of a new organi?ati'on to be called the 
Freedom. of the Press Association. Tlie. ·purpose was to interest . 
people from all walks of life in free,dom of the press & while it 
would be completely separated from YDW", it would be supervised 
by John Lawson, whom. BS 612 identified as a member of the CP. 

Boston rpt. 8-19-55 
Re: Roberta Steinberg Johnson, 
SM-C 

was· , ' 

10072)75732-36, p. 2 
{ 16,Y . 
SI ~90-377025-16 
(1&!)". . 

John Bart·::-, General Manager of "DW", announced in 
Roxbury, Mass. on 8-10-51, the formation of a new organt2ation 
to be called the Freedom of the Press Association, which would 
be supervised by John Lawson.BS 612 

The Calif. Legislature, Fourth Report of the Senate 
Fact-Finding Committee one Un-American Activities, 1948, Page 
131, tdentified John Lawson as a CP member. 

. 
-:}Should be Ph tl Bart 

Boston rpto 3-29-55 
Re: Frederick H~rley Bradley; 
SM-C 
lOO-i4490-39 
{14i{ 
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Main File No: 100-370750 

Subject: 
{i> . 

John Lawson Date Searched: 3/13/56 

Found As: Jo~wson 
Alos Searched As: No further search made 

This is a summary of information obtained from a 
review of all "see" references to the subject in Bureau ftl es 
under the names and aliases listed above. No attempt has been 
made to exhaust all possibilities as to the names and aliases 
by which the s·ubject may have been known. All references under 
the above names containing data identical or possibly identical 
with the subject have been included except those listed at the 
end of this summary as not hav'ing been reviewed·. The term "SI" 
preceding a serial number shown in the block in!dicates that the 
serial so designated contains the same information as the fore­
going serial. However it should be realized that the informa­
tion in these serials may differ somewha-t in detail although 
the facts are basically the same. 

This summar.~ · is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reJ'erence. Except where stated 
otherwise the original serial will cont~in the information in 
much more detail. 
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The Security Classification Appeal of Jo Swerl ing, 
Jr., was he.ard on 2-28-52 l:>efore a San Francisco Security 
Appeals Board. It had been reported that Jo Swerling, Sr. 
associated with Holly,wood people who were known as Communists~ 
Th.e elder SiVerling appeared a~ tht_s heari·ng & testified that 
he knew John Howard Laws-on-as a fellow w_orker & union meml:>er 
but did not know him in:ra social way. Swerlirig stated he had 
a rather severe argument with ._Lawson several years previous 
when Lawson obtai ned money from him and a record. that he had 
made in support of Fran'kl in D. Roos·evelt,_-;;~ He subsequently 
learned that Lawson was not using it for· ilie purpose- stated 
and made him return .the record & his money. 'This was his last 
contact with Lawson, and he had not seen l!im th-e past two 
years because Lawson was in. prison. ~\S..) · 

, Records of the Clerk 1s office,. U. S. _Supreme Court, 
Wash. DC,d: indicated that among. the persons who 8'/.fbscribed to the 
brief ft'l'ed 8-11-49 in support of the appeals of Lawson & Dalton 
Trumoo from the·ir conviction of contempt of Congress was the 
name of Jo Swerling, motion ptat;ure industry. This informant 
stated that Lawson & Truml:>o were m_embers of the. "Ho(l/Y.WOOd Ten," 
who were subpoenaed before the HCUA_ in 1947. ~\Q..:) . · 

Coast Guard Memo .. 2-28"!"52 
l05-;J;#045-1356 pgs. 2, 6 
(20Jr 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Vivian Sha;pp;,rpas in char.ge of .. handlfrig the arrangements 
for a rally which was to be sponsored by the HASRT at the 
Embassy Auditorium in LA in mti.ddle 1949 at· which John Howard 
Lawson was to be one of the principal speakers. On 8-22-49 
Sharp was a member of the office staf-j of ASPC and was thinking 
of taking a job elsewhere. .David Robison, Executive Director 
of this organization, was concerned and discussed the matter 

·with Lawson. LA CD-60 
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