This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

JFK Assassination System
Identification Form

Date: -

5/13/201

A gency Information

AGENCY : FBI
RECORD NUMBER :  124-90143-10126
RECORD SERIES: HQ
AGENCY FILENUMBER :  100-370750-NR
_ Document Information
ORIGINATOR: FBI
FROM: LA
TO: HQ
TITLE:

DATE: 10/11/1941
*PAGES: 18

SUBJECTS ; .

HERBERT BIBERMAN
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON
DOCUMENT TYPE: PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
CLASSIFICATION :  Unclassified
RESTRICTIONS : 4
CURRENT STATUS: Redact
DATE OF LASTREVIEW : 10/09/1998
OPENING CRITERIA : INDEFINITE
COMMENTS : RPT

Vol
NW 45838 DocId:32338708

Page 1



MW 45838

¥ [ H2N

S UNCLASSIFIRD

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 1,0S ANGELES, CALIFON IA E CE h _T SHOWH FILE NO. 100.6769 "a
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE. PERIOD FOR 1 REPDRT IMADE BY
WHICH MADE
L0OS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA| 10/11/11 10/4=11/13 THOMAS E. MYERS ahb

Teem g

HERBERT BIBERMAN; | ' INTERNAL SECURITY (R)
JOHN EOWARDCLAWSON Classified by L5 Ny
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: EDWARD CARTER, at BIB 'n dlmtion. arrivad
- Los Angeles 10/8/11; erence immediatsly held

at BIBERMAN's hame with objeotive high pressure

y on HARRY CHANDLER, owner of Los Angeles. Times,
to support Committee for Medical Aid to Russia.
Reception held at CHANDLER'S home evening of. 10(8
and luncheon meeting attended by preminent: oitisens -
10/9, both apomored by CHANDLER at lol.‘.oiht.ton -
JANE MEADE, with BIBERMAN ‘sollabordting,

reported to BIBERMAK that objeotive. a.pparently :
achieved, BIBERMAN did not attend ef ther: rmtiog@/@{
his di ional aotivities and current Allness

noted. [Confliot of Russian relief organisations

will be settled by BIBERMAN, request BORIS INGS @
Continuing surveillance discloses Sibject in oonhc

with FRANK TUTLE, alleged important Communist Party
member who resides near him; data on TUTLE set out.
Communist Party designation of BIBERMAN and JOHN
HOWARD LAWSON as in charge "Intellectuals and

Motion Picture Comrades™ oited. Confidential Informant
desoribes LAWSON a8 leading U. S, Communiast who has
long advocated that "revolution should come here even
with bloodshed if necessary". BIBERMAN's complete
record of Communist front activities set out;
Custodial Detention Hemoranda on BIBERMAK and LAWSON
submitted,
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Lincoln Brigade mewbers in Spain, he is now closely associated with

them and ie active in Communist Party work. The same Informant states
that MARCUS lives at TUTTLE'S home and has stated that he could have
married TUTTLE'S daughter, aged 17. TUTTLE was associated with BIBERMAN
in sponsoring the Motion Picture Democratic Committee and the Hollywood

. League for Democratic Action, former Communist front organizations; and

he is described by various Informants as a rabid Commmnist. Dr. FRANK
ENOWLIN, proprietor of a West Hollywood hospital has advised that he has
personally attended parties at the TUTTLE residence, to which prominent
follywood personages were invited. Russian entertainers performed at
these parties and Russian motion pictures were shown. The parties usually
lasted all night;, and as the guests left, they were usually presented for
signature with a check drawn on their own banks in sums ranging as high
as $1,000.00, "for the cause." The Informant stated that it was a matter
of common knowledge that these checks were for the Communist Party, though
he was not certain as to the identities of the payees of the checks. :

Various Informants have advised that TUTTLE was concerned with
the making of a motion picture alleged to depict the horrors and sufferings
of modern warfare, and which was financed by TUTTLE te the extent of $2,100.00.
In connection with the making of the picture, which was described by the :
Informants as pacifist in nature and aimed at the American preparedness
program, one of the associates of TUTTLE was overheard to say, "By the time
we get this picture out, the Government will have us either in Leavenworth
Penitentiary or in a concentra.tion camp,"

TUTTLE was described by JOHN L. LEECH, a former Communist Party
organizer and member of the Communist Party State Ixecutive Committee in sworn
testimony before a Grand Jury as an active organizer for the advancement of
the Communist cause. :

As of interest to this Mvastigation, attention is invited to
a letter from the Denver Field Division to all Field Divisions and ths
Bureau, dated August 11, 1941. Accompanyirig saild letter was a memorandum
entitled, "Commundst Party Set-Up." This purported to be a list of revisions
in the Conmniat Party set-up nationally, and it was obtained by Denver
Confidential Informant Dr. 57, from a source which that Informant described

~as the Communist Party letter received by JAMES ALLANDER, “District Organiser

of the Commnist Party, District #19, Denver, Coloradc. The memorandum
recited changes in perdonnel and office addresses in Communist Party
Districts 1 to 23, and in connection with District #13, California and
fﬁev&da, it contained the following statement: "JOHN HOWARD LAWSON with

RBURT BIBERMAN will be-in control of the Intellectuals and Motion Picture
Comrades in the Holl;mood ama.“

It is recalled that the Bureau 1et.tat‘ of Auguat 7, 19«&1.

N
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fgohoduled speaker at the Univeraity of mlii‘omia Peaceo Strilna, ‘sponsored
by a ccmmuniat groupe

_ "BIBERMAN was, 63 early as November 1, 1938, & member of the
Hollywnod &nti-!&ai leaguo.

"OOnfidenbia.l Informant LA-28 a.dvi.aed tha.t BIBERMAN is connected

with the Southern Californie Union for Concerted Peace Efforts, together
with a woman named FLIZABETR MoMARUS, at 6305 Yucoca Avenuo, Los Angalas. :

_ ~ "The Western Wp_rk, & Comunist. Party publicabion, isgue of
Harch 22, 1937, page 3, indicates that HERBERT BIBERMAN is a member of
the Executive Board of the lotion Piscture Artists Camittes, which filmed
a Red picture. The Westorn Worker, issue of June 13, 1937, indioates
that BIBERHAH attended & San Franciseo sgmpoai.mn on 'Hasiimn versug
Dmooraoy'

“The Poopleis World, the succéssor to the Western Worker,
in the May 25, 1938 issue, page 2, reported BIBERMAN a member of the
Sponsoring Committee of the Bollywood Citizen News Strike.

"(The foregoing is taken from the file entitled, 'HERBERT
BIBERHAN, ET AL, In‘bamal Schrity'; 100-13. )

"Extracts frma the September 15 and 22, 1937, issues of
'Hollyurood Now?, the officiel publication of the Hollywood League for
Demooratic Aotion, reflect that HERBERT BIBERMAN is a member of the
Fational Board of the Américan Union for Concerted Peace Efforts; and
thet he is active in the Union's varicus efforte. The Union, in secking
an effective peace policy for the United States, sponsored 4 mass meoting
on September 15, 1939, to bring together active Congressional Distriet -
workers from both major parties with a view to winning Congressional
support for ‘genuine American neutrality during this war period.'
(It 45 interesting to note that BIBERMAN later resigned from the Unionm
‘when it changed its name and became pro-British.) (61-76-5!1.; German
Aotivities in the United S‘bates.) : - :

OTHER 4 .

- "In May 1910, Confidential Informant SP{ Jreported that HERBERT

BIBFRIAN was one of tho sponsors of the Anti-Preparedness leetings at the

University of California at Los Angeles and the City College at Los ‘Angeles

during the latter part of May 1940, Informant described BIBERMAN as &
'Hollywood producer ‘and member of tha Gommittee for Demooratio Action;
Communist Party, Hollywood Séctions .The Yanks are not Coming Committeej
and the Keep Out of War Committee.® (61-375-1l, pagé 333 Communist Party,

dated 9/1/L0 at San Prancisco.)

10-  COMFD TR

U.S:4., 15th District; Reglstration Aot; report of Spaci&l Agent R. L. KING

.....
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"During the sumer of 191;0. Confidential Informant: s ] roported OTHER 4
that while in the vicinity of Long Beach and Ocean Park, in an effort to '
got the reamction of the Cammunists in that area to the activity of the FBI,

" he had spoken to HERBERT BIBERMAN, and in response to léading question§
BIBERMAN stated, 'You know, comrade, those fellows.of the FBI are not bad
followo; after all, they are following the instructions they get from that
.cocktaell drinker, J, EDGAR HOOVER; that’s the Pellow who stirsc up all the
trouble, not the second fiddlers, but we are going to get rid of him, right
soon. - You know we have & lot of friends in Washington and that's what.
is going to happen to the great detective.' The informant also stated T
that BIBERMAN, in explamation .of the smtment. tcogktail drinker?, said o
that he happened to know that HOOVER, WALTER WINCHELL; and a few -
.otherg of the New York and Washington cocktail lounge patrons are making
a big show of patriotism while in .those places, and -that ADAM LAPIN, the
Communist writer in Washington, D. C., is having theése big chots shadowed
and that before long, BIBERVAN emphasized, these people are going to be
exposed with photogrephs and many other corroborating proofs. According
to informant, BIBERMAN also ctated that LAPIN's kuowledge of what goes on
in Weshington will be the bagis of a great book which will be irn the hands
of the American people at the proper time. (61-375-15, page 19; Commumist
Party, U.S.A., 13th Distriot; Repistration Act; report of Speciel Agent
Re L, KING dated 9/7/L0 at San anoisoo.)

A letter to the Bureau deted Ju.ne " 19140, reflects that this
orfice received two pamphlets from an anonymous source entitled, ¥Chamberlain-
Count us Out?; and *Let's Skip the Fext War', vhioch pamphle ts contain
information that additional copies mey be obheinoq from Hollywood Peace
- Forum, 613 Holl_,rwood Bculevard. Hollywood, California, the officers of
which are listed as HERBERT BIBERMAN, Chairman, JOHN WEXLEY, Viee Chairman, |'
and QUY ENDORE, Secretary, Treasurer. The Bureau, in a letter dated July 22, ;
19li0 furnished the information that a review of the Bureau's files reflected ’ :
that HERBERT BIBERMAN is a former director of the Theater Guild m Los Angeles,
was one of the original signers of the Declaration of Democratic Independence, !
which wag addressed to the Prosident to end economic comneotions with '

. Germany; that he spoke at the relly of movie stars, the purpose of which was :
to send aid to Spain., The Daily Worker is given as the sourco of thig l,
information. BIBERMAN aleo represented theo Hollywood Anti-Naszi League in

. & speech before the Congress of the American League for Peace and Demcoracy |
in 1939, at which time he Bpoke agai.net MARTIN DIES, (65-1902; I!ollymod :
Peace Forum.)

|

“The Sccialist call.;of September 1L, 1940, on page 7,-.reported I

 thet HERBERT BIBERMAN, one of the members of the 'Cultural Frontt! of the !
% Amorican Peace Mobilization, is ome of the old stand-bys in cnmxmist front :
4 organizations. (100-0-5722.) _ .
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' frhe £ile sontains a five-page mimeographed article emtitled,
tHe Who Rids Himself Shall Die?, based on & speech delivered to the
Hollywood Peace Forum by HERBERT BIBERMAN. The gontent of the article
and the theme are gathored from seversl prefacing paragraphs, o part
of 'which is quoted as follows: *This is nob written for imporialists.

" ssso If you cen ealm down from your namusneas over Germeny s invasion
of Americe at some future time ..., and give a little attention to &
very resl invasion talring place right now upon your heme, end not by
Torelgnors but Dy American AmperiGlists = then perhaps you will, be it
ever go little, unkid yourself.'

"ROBERT V. REILLY, Chaimman, Americanism’ Committeo, v’abemna _

* Sawiom League, submitted & report dated June 5, 1940, which roflects.
that on May 30, 1940, HFRBERT BIBERMAN spoke at the Bay Cities Wmn'a
Peace Council, Eagle Hall, 28233 Main Street, Ocean Park, California, on -
the topic, 'The Yarks Aren't Coming's At this nseting, BIBERMAN admitted
that he organized a movement against war end preparedness among the high
schoels, colloges and women's groups of the states As usual, he gocused
the préss of preparing to plunga thia country into war;

"The seme report reflocts that HERBERT BIBERIAN, Chairman
of the Hollywood Peace Forum, organized 'The Yanks Are Not Coming Club
‘of Santa Moniea, Celifornia’; which club met every Thursday night ab
115 Arizona Avenue, Sante lfonica, Californiag (61-_79-«191 and 353;
Communist File - - General,) _ T '

“Oonfidential Ini‘onm.nt LA~20 sutmitted, under date of June 8,
194D, a report uovaring the Peate Assembly &t the Los Angeles City Hall
steps, followed by & moeting at the Olympic Auditorium on the evening
of the sameo date. It was estimated thet 10,000 to 16,000 persons gathered
at the City Haull stope and the asscmblagéwas deeerihed as a typical
rabble-rousing Commnist gathering. FRverywhere in evidence were the
usual slogans and banners and posters typical of the Communist Party group.
Mayor FLETCHER BOWRON of lLos Angeles; when he took the speaker's stand, "
was roundly epplauded, but when he launched into a tirade demouncing
Communigm, Naziism and Fascism, he was greeted with rounds of 'boos',
HERBERT BIBERMAN introduced layor BOWRON to the gathering,

. uat the subsoquent meeting at the Olympic Auditorium, whore
approximately 6,000 people gathered, a lengthy and caraﬁally ‘planned
- program for the organigation of the Peace Cresade was launched. HERBERT y
BIBERMAN was the principal speaker. and offered e proclamation to be
gent to the President. It was he who outlined the organisation of the
Peace Crusade and exhorted all to stimulate the movement so that the
Peace cx'uaade will be the first aid to Amerioan peace. One informent

|
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until he began to help the Allies.

{ )
)&.’L % . . ) b

"desoribed BIBERMAN as one of the most ma.oing figures in loecal revo-
lutionary renks today, by reason of the smooth manner, his unqueationsble
‘brilliance of mind, his quiok thinking, his pleasant personality, and
that quality whioh makes him equal to any ‘exigency. BIBERMAN werned

the orowd thet the present war hysteria is endangering American civil
liberties and that the talk.of the fifth column was an attack on labor;
that the threat to deport HARRY BRIDGES and the organization of the Red
Squad in Los Angeles were examples of tha growing threat.

"OBCAR FUSS, Los Angelés President of the Workers Alliance
and a member of the Commmist Party, was also present at tho demonstration
at the City Hall and the subsequent meeting at the Olympic Auditor;lm,
FUSS wag prominent with the lpaders, HERBERT BIBERMAN, GUY ENDORE, SAM
ORNIT2, and JOHNW STAPP. (61-529-Ll; confidential reports of Confidential
Informant LeAe 20¢ 62-1937=l, 5. -61-_55_.3.-50; Workors Allianca of cauf.,

memorandun dated 11/9/&0 )

#

“"on June 9, 191.9, Confidential Informent SF-l reported that
HERBERT ‘BIBERHAN is on the Los Angeles Peace Ballot Cormittee, and he
described him as the Commnist chairman of the Hollywood Peace Forwme & °
(61-375~-15, pege LO; Communist Party, U.Se.A., 13th District; Registration
Act; report of Special Agent R, L. King dated 9/7/40 at San’ anoiaco.)

"Gonfidential Informant LA=2D nul:mittad a report covering the

‘Hollywood .Town Meeting sponsored by the Hollywood Pecce Forum at the

Embassy Auditorium, Los Angeles, on June 21, 1940. An announcement of
the meeting appeared in the People's World of’ June 21, 19l0, page 5.
Participants were: GUY RENDORE, Chairman, HERBERT BIBERMAN, SAM ORNITZ, :
and ‘PROFESSOR HERBERT ALEXANDER, Spenkers. BIBERMAN attacked President
Roosevelt's appointment of a National Defense Council of Industrialists
and Monopolists, ‘stating that they did not represent the peoplé. BIBERMAN
in his talk reviewed his work for the past two or three years in the
peace movement, He olaimed that he was a sort of organizer for the
election of President Roosevelt and worked for him constantly, and that

he had gone back Eas% to help organize the American Union for Concentrated

Peace Efforts in New York. A year ago as-a result, National Seocurity and .

Peace Week was held throughout the country under the muspices of the Union
for Concentrated Peaco Efforts. He claimed that he stood by ROOSEVELT

Aid the Allies and is backed by the lLeague of Hations. He attacked the
Committee to Aid the Allies and urged all to support the one and only peace

organigation, the American Peace Crusades BIBERMAN was, until his resignation,

e member of the National Committee or Board of the American Union for
Concentrated Peace Bfforts. (100«1972-1; Communistic Front Aotivities,
from Confidential Informant LA-19.)

e

‘BIBERMAN pointed out that in the meantime
the American Union for Concentrated Peace Efforts had becume the Committee to
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