This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

JFK Assassination System
Identification Form

Date:

5/13/201

dAgency Information

AGENCY: FBI
RECORD NUMBER :  124-90143-10290
RECORD SERIES:  HQ
AGENCY FILENUMBER :  100-370750-119
Document Information
ORIGINATOR : FBI
FROM: LADD
TO: HQ
TITLE :
DATE: 08/20/1947
‘PAGES: 142
SUBJECTS :
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON
DOCUMENT TYPE: PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
CLASSIFICATION :  Secret
RESTRICTIONS : 1B; 1C; 4
CURRENTSTATUS :  Redact
DATE OF LASTREVIEW:  10/09/1998
OPENING CRITERIA : INDEFINITE
COMMENTS : MEMO

vo.l

27

NW 45838 DocId:32338872 Page 1



25 e A
ekt LY el L

NW 45838

.- memorandum summarizing the pertinent information contained in the
‘¢ . Bureau's files relative to the subject, a leading playwright in
e, -Hollmod, California, and for the past several years the leader
" .of.all activities of the Commists in the 1nte]lectu
:ln the Hollywood areae.
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II. EVIDENCE OF LAWSON'S COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP S ECP ET . : ;

A. Direct Ev1dence of 1 embershlp

Testifying-before the Joint Fact-Finding Committee, California

. Legislature, in the fall of 1944, lLawson, under oath, denied that he was

a member of the Communist Party. However,. a highly reliable and delicate .7
~ confidential source, whose reliability has been well established, but

whose admissibility in Court may be somewhat doubtful, has definitely
| . identified Lawson as a member of the Communist Party for the last twelve
i .years. According:to this source, Lawson was first a member of Branch K
of the North West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party until
that branch was reorganized in June, 1943, at which time he was transferred
to Branch -3 (writers' branch) of the North West Sectlon and held 1943
Communist Party Book #30198.

This very reliable source also stated that Lawson enrolled in
the Communist Political Association and was assigned 1944 CPA Card 41850,
and on December 10, 1944, according to the source, was'again registered
for the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275. 1In the Communist Political
Association, Lawson reportedly was assigned to the special group which
© was also ‘known as Group #9 and was a member of the commission which was
the governing body of the Communist movement in the motion picture industry-
; which replaced the North Test Section's Executive Committee. Lawson,
according to the source, served on the commission for three years.
It was further stated by this source that when the Communist .
Party, USA, was reorganized to replace the Communist. Political -Associatiocn,,
Lawson was assigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Communist Party
Book #35392. This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card
which reflects that he was 50 years of age, a writer in the motion picture
industry, of American-Jewish descent, and that he had been in the Communist
Party for twelve years. This source has also identified lawson's wife,
Sue lLawson, as a member of the -Communist Party and is in a position to
document the branches to which she has belonged.
ﬁilliam Hynes (LA-3), a discontinued paid confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office, has identified Lawson as a member of the Communist~
Party in 1941 and has stated that Lawson is-a "CP member, a playwright, and
‘the leader of the CP fraction among the artists of all varieties in Wolly—
wood!. : :

In a sworn statement which Rena Vale gave to the Joint Fact-
Finding Cﬁmmxttee, California Legislature, more ”Oﬁuonlj <nown as the. Tenpey
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"Committee, she identified John Howard Lawson as’ a mémber_of the Communist
Party. She stated that he was active in Communist circles in Hollywood . * *
when she was in the Communist Party and that in Communist meetings, Lawson

had stated that Cormunist oropaganda must be integrated into. all screen,
plays. . -

On August 8, 1944, Wa1ter Wanger, a MOV1e Producer, stated that
he definitely knew that John Howard Lawson was a Communist. - This .source
stated that a. few days before he had contacted Lawson to see if he was
available to write a screen play to which Lawson replied he was hesitant
to work for Wanger for fear it might cast some reflection 'on’ hln. This
saurce quoted Lawson as stating “I am a Communist". C

- : . OTHER 4
. | Confidential Informant of- the Los Angeles
- Office, advised that he talked to John Howard Lawscn on July 25, 1945, -at
which time Lawson stated that if he were called as a witness before the -
State Un-fmerican Activities Committee, he believed he would admit to them
that he was a member of the Communist Political Association, Gl! -,

_ On March 1, 1947, Ben Kadish, a confidential source of thé Los
-Angeles Office, and a former member of the Communist Party, advised that
he recalled John Howard liawson's attending Communist meetings. -This
source was in the Communist Party from September, 1943, through December,
1945, and for a time was in Branch A-3, which was the -same branch to
'whlch Lavsan belonged. ‘ :

v
N

B. Attendance at Gommunist Party M'ee'tiﬁgs

e

Durlng the time that Lawson has been in Eos Angeles, he has been
identifiéd as hav1ng attended numerous meetings at which all of those
identified as being present were known Communists, according to a highly

‘reliable and delicate confidential source, In those cases where the highly
reliable and delicate confidential source was not,in 2 position to iden-
tify the .particular person as a Communhist, the source that can so identify.
the perscn is mentionéd. There are set forth hereinafter several examples .
‘of this charaéter of meetings which Lawson attended,

o © On February 7, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed Alexander )
Trachtenberg, head of International Publishers and a member of the National
Committee, Communi-st Party, USA, met with John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz .
and‘Jane Wallace, Pduoat;on&l Director of the Los Angeles County Communist

"Party, at the Melody Lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avenue, »
at 12:45 p.m. Trachtenberg is Pnovm to be 2 member of the Communist Party
through official publications of that orﬁanlzatjon.

'3
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On April 12, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed John Howard
Lawson; Philip M. Connelley, CIO Nfficial and Carl Winter, Chairman. of
the Los Angeles County Communist Party, enter the home of Max Silver,
organizational secretary of the Los Apgeles County Communist Party,
5138 Maplewood Avenue, Los Angeles. |Elsie Monjar, a member of the Com- (‘J
munist Party and.a pald confidential informant of the Los Angeles Offlc{I!t>
has identified Connelley, Winter and Silver as being members of the
Los Angeles County Comwunlst Party. .

- On October 4, 1943, apec1a1 Agents of the Bureau observed Max
lever Organizational Secretary of- the Los Angeles County Communist Party,
pick up John Howard Lawson at Sunset and, Cahuenga in Los Angeles, and
proceed to the home of David Grant, 827 East'2lst Street. oCarl Winter,
head of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, was observed in attendance at
this. meeting. __As indicated above, Silver and Winte ve been identified

_as Commumists|by confidential informant Elsie Monjar avid Grant is a U

knovm Communist, by virtue of information furnished by former confidential
paid informant Al Katz, a former member#cf'the Communist Party.

: On March 14, 1944, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson,
accompanied by Max Silver, then Administrative Secretary of the CP, enter
the home of David Grant, 827 Fast 21st Street, Los Angeles, Gallfornla.
These Agents also noted that Carl ¥inter, ercutlva Secretary of the Partv-
Jane Wallace, County Educational Dlrector of "the Party; Fettis Perry,
County Chairman and Helen Allison, County Membership Director of the Party,
were also in attendance. Silver, Grant and Winter have previously

" been identified as known Communists. Wallace; Perry and 4llison have

been identified as being members of the Communist Party by former
confidential informant Al Katz, a former member of the Communist Party.

Special Agents of the Bureau on May 2, 1944, observed John
Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and Marjorie Flske, Organizer and Executive
Secretary respectively, enter the home of Sam Moore, 314 South HMurfield
Road, to attend a reception given for James Ford, Negro, of the National
Jomm1ttee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Pettis Perry, Negro, Chairman of
the Los Angeles County Communist Party was also observed in attendance at
this reception. Leach, Fiske and Perry have been identified as being
functionaries of the Cummunist Party by former confidential informant Al -
Katz. Literature publicly disseminated by the Communist Party has identified
James Ford with that arfan1zat10n. ’

On September 24,_1944, Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson

enter the home of Carl Vinter and also observed flizabeth Leach and Jane

Wallace, both of whom are Communist functionaries, in attendance at this

-surprise birthday party for  Carl Winter. Testifying before the California

Un-American Activities Committee, Lawson admitted attending this affair
given in honor of flarl Winter, who was then the head of the Los Angeles
County Communist Party. "¥Winter, Léach and Wallace have orev1ously been

"identified as iunctLJnarles of the Communist Party.
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On January 8, 1945, a Special Agent of.the Bureau observed -
Elizabeth Leach, Comm unlst functionary, accompanied by Carl Winter who
was then head of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, enter a meeting at
the home of John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, Los Angeles.

On April.11, 1945, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Carl

Vinter; William Schneiderman, California State Communist Political
Association President; John Howard Eawson; Mirian. Brooks, Communist Party
functionary; Jare %allave, Communist Party functionary; Pettis Perry,
Communist Party functionary; and Wyndham Mortimer in attendance at a
County Board meeting of the Communist Party which was held at the home
of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish, 638 South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles.
8rooks, Mortimer arid Kadish have been identified as Communist Party
functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 3C, 1945;
Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at the home of

- John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth Leach,
Communist Party functionary, Ned Sparks, head of the Communist Party in
Los Angeles and Max Silver, formerly the Administrative Secretary of the
Party in Los Angeles, enter Lawson's home. ngsie Monjar, a confidential. - .
informant of the Los Angeles Office) has identified Ned Sparks as a Com=
munist functionary. ' Eu : ‘ ' !

OTHER 4

On March 30 1946, | Ian active paid
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Offlce, advised that a meeting
‘of the financial directors of the various c¢lubs in the Hollywood Section
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party was to be held at the home of
Hannah. Schwartz, 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on the evening of -

. the same date. Special Agents of the Burean conduﬂtpd a surveillance at
this address and observed John Howard Lawson ,in attencanre at this meeting.

: ' On September 9, 1946 Sne01al &gents of  the Bureau identified
John Howard Lawson, Max Welss, National Educatlonal Director of the Communist
Paray, Frank Carlson, State Educational Director of the Communist Party, -t
John Stapp, Communist Party functlonary and Charles Glenn, Communist Party
functionary as having entered the home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma, '
Los Angeles, on this date. : : .

QR
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OT4DR EVIDFKCJ OF LAVISON'S PGHFVNIQT AFrILIA”IOh

) “In July, 1941, a memofandum was furnished to the Chicago Field’
0ffice by Colonel Walter L. Furbershaw, a representative of the Carnegie'.

" Illinois Steel Company, which cited meetings of the National Committee

been in New York for the previous few months in connection with theater work.

Plenary Sessions 6f the Communist Party on June 28 and 29, 1941, in New
York City. . It was stated in the memorandum that those definitely known to
have been present were William Z. PFoster; James ¥. Ford; Alexander Bittel-

"man and numerous other high ranking Communist leaders. The memo further

related that John Howard Lawson attended these national meetings as a dele-
gate from California and there is a notation to the effect that Eawson had

OTHER 4

; . .In October, 1941,] | ¢/o Metro Goldwyn Mayer .
Studios, Culver City, Callfornla, a temporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angelles Office, advised that John Howard Lawson was one
of the leading Communists in the Unlted States. He stated that on an occasion-
approximately four years previous, when he was at the Clover, Club in Holly-
wood, he met Lawson and drank with him during the evenlﬂg He said on this
000351on Lawson talked of the purge that took place in Kussia and the mass

‘slaughter of the Kulacks. The source advised that Lawson stated to him that
‘he hoped the revolution would come here without bloodshed, but that it would

come "even with bloodshed if necessary". The same source stated that two

vears following this_ incident, he attended a debate at the Roosevelt Hotel

in Hollywood where ‘Lawson stated publlcly that everything should be done to

avoid bloodshed and that under no circumstances should this country get into

war. [::::;:]related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled OTHER 4

- to Lawson his conversation concerning the. revolution referred to heretofor

and asked Lawson how he‘could justify such an inconsistercy. Lawson, accord-
ing to the informant, turned to the audience and' stated that this was a ’
typical example of Hollywood red- baltlng and refused to answer the questlon

) put to hlm.

| HwW 45838

On November 15, 1941, former confidéntial'informantl &
of the Chicago Office, advised the Communist Party W he OTHER 4 .

process‘of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as
reorganizing its structural set-up. He said that District #13 was to
include all of the States of California and of Nevada. According to the
source it was to have centralized offices at 121 Haight Street, San Francisco,
and another at Los Angeles. The San Francisco Office was to be headed by
Steve Nelson. Further, Betty Gannett is the Organizational Secretary of
District #13 and John Howard Eawson and Herbert Biberman will control the . -
organizational work in the Hollywood Area, according to the informant.

. In December, 1941 Hr. Verne Tompkins, 71 Eggert Avenue, Metuchen,
New Jersey, publisher of the Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that’ Kathryn Burke,
Chief Director of Courier operations, was the contact for the Communist
Party in Mexico City and that she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,

L GEoRET
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*admitted to Al Katz, a former confidential informant of.the Los Angeles

- on July 25, 1945, | | former confidential in- .
formant of the Los Angeles Office, advised. that John Howard Eawson -told him(jﬁ?!i

-"'iuly 2,196 SECE -5‘7‘

' ﬁ”orthwest Section -

Communist Party .
Los Angeles, Callfornla

_Att: Jack (John Howard Lawson)

"Dear Comrade:

~ "On behalf of our County Committee, and I am sure of our whole
'membefship, I wish ‘to express enthusiastic appreciation of the
‘contribution to the success of the July 18th Foster meeting by
the cultural workers who made.possible the dramatic presentation
-that evening. 4 )
"Te wlsh throuﬁh the Section Committee, to-convey these senti-
ments to 311 who participated, expecially to the authors. Com-
rades Maurice (Clark) and Adrian (Scott), and to Comrades Herbert
"~ (Biberman) and.Elliot (Sullivan, also known as Eli Solomon)
whose creative effort and tireless work helped so much to put
,-across the message of the entire rally - to hold the home frant
and strengthen national unlty for VLCtOPY.

"GComradely yours,
. Carl Winter, Secretary

Los Angeles County Committee
~ Communist Party"

In a report of the Jllltary Intelllgence Division dated February 26
1944, a list of delegated to the enlarged National Committee sessions of the
Communist Party held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th Street and 2nd Avenue,
New- York City, appeared, as shown in the official minutes, the name of John
Howard hamson, playwright appeared in this list. :

In 1944, a highly confidential source* advised that Lawson con-
tinued to pay the salary of Harjorie J. Potts, a full-time paid functionary
of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, being
Organizational Secretary and Membership Director thereof. Eawson pzid her,
according to the source, $32.50 '‘per week. It is noted that Marjorie Potts

Office, that Lawsor paid her salary as if she were his secretary a]though
she dld noth.ng but Comm.m.st Party work. @X\L\

OTHER 4

E’I‘Iechnical Surveillance on.the residence 5f John .Howard'Lawsonﬂm ‘
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~ On Narch 26 1946 ~Harvev Gllbert Pblf a conlldentlal inf ormant »
. of the Los Angeles Offlce pointac out that the Ranaln Conmlttee had aqnounced_
it would discontinue its investigation. of Communism in the motion picture -
" industry-and that he had learned that as. a result of this, Lawson was again-’
planning to assume active leadership 'of the uommunlst movement in the motion .
.+ picture industry. This informant stated that he felt Lawson had been "laylng
low" during the time Rankin's 1nvest1gators had’ been in Hollywood,-but that;
" in discuSsing Lawson with members of the Communist Party, he had ascertalned
~ .that Lawson was scheduled to reapuear as leader of the Communist movement in
~ the industry. :

On July 24, 1946 M. R, Uilkerson, Editor of the Hallyvood Renorter,'
bltterly crltiCIZed Lawson as a' member of the Communist Party and stated that
John Leech; former Secretary of the Communist Party for Los Angeles County,
teetlfled‘before the Los #4ngeles County Grand Jury that Lawson was sent to
Hollywood to organize and lead the Communist movement in the motion picture

t industry by the Central Committee .of the Communist Darty of ' New York.,

; _ _ e _ I VT
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" IV, GENERAL COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES - S S T A

; Pt . | - R ' OTHER 4
. ' _L a confidential informant of the Denver Field.0ffice,
advised that John Howard Lawsor in 1941 was appointed co-leader with Herbert’ -
Biberman of the'Communists in the 1nt9llectua3 and motion picture 1ndustry
in uhe Pollyhood area. ' . . « 5= .

. . d - . - o

Cig o "’ The November 9 1943, issue of "New Mauses" contained a full page ) .
'artlﬂle announcing that John Howard Lawson had been made a member, of the- T -
Board of Contributing Editors of New Masses. This article quotes Lawson
as saying the following with-regard to this publication:

"I read Hew Masses for two reasons: .first, because it is a el
valuable source of information; second, because it is equally € % C
valuable for its editorial comment and analysis. Almost every
issue offers vital factual material which cannot be -found, else- _
where. Today, as never before, the American people want facts-= ° - -~
‘because they realize that the knowledge of facts - is indispens- a .
‘able for winning the war. -They are heartily sick of the corrup— ' -
tion and distortion in much of the commercial press. , New Masses o
gives us. facts, and it interprets facts in terms of a consistent -
philiosovhy of democratic action and purpose. I hope the magazine - :
. can reach a much wider circle of readers because I am r‘om.rluced" i
" that a bigger circulation for this perlodlcal will help us win - s
the war." ' ) o :
on January 13, 1944, an artlcle appeared in- tbe "Dally Worxer' béneéth
'the'photograph of John Howard Lawson in which he is quoted as stating: d

"Greetings to the Daily Worker on ‘your 20th Anniversary.  As

I look back over the years, it seems to me that.the Daily - =~ - >

Torker has been consistently invaluable as a source of accurate ° :
; "news and a journal of progressive informed opinion. There is
Tal rio other American newspaper which has done such a fine job\in
= effective news coverage and editorial service to the American

people znd the American nation.

"T hope the Daily Worker's circulation and influence will in- . v

. crease tremendously.. If it increases in orovortlon to its merit)

it vlll reach millions of peonle®. , _ 5

: ; ) £ 3 ‘
L A highly confidential source (technical surveillance on Carl -
“Winter, Exzecutive Secretary of thé Communist Political Association, Los .
¢ &ngeles County) .advised that on’July 22, 1944, Robert W. Kenny,. former ’
) 'Jttornpy General. of the State of: Callfornia and then Chairman .of the Cal=:
., ifornia delebatlon to the National Democratic Convention in Chicag g0, - com=
¢ i3 '~ municated with Ellenore Abowitz, Assistant State $I0 Legislative Director
©"and a know ._.o*nmunlst Party: rnenber in the Los Ar‘g_,elc-s area, . Kenny, who@()@

ol Tk e g[‘_é‘ RET
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was in Chicago at this tlme, adv:.sed Abowitz that he would arrive in

. Los Angeles by plane the following day and requested that she arrange

a conference for him with about five of the "right people". "Abowitz,
according to the source, immediately conferred with Carl Winter,
Executive Secretary of the Communist Political Association of Los Angeles
County, concerning this matter. ©Subsequently a surveillance by Agents

of the Los Angeles Office reflected that this meeting was actually held
on Sunday, July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abowitz with six -
people in attendance. These persons included, in addition to R. W. Kenny,
Carl Winter, prev:l.ously identified; Paul Cline, ex-Secretary of the
Communist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the .
State Central Committee of the Demncratlc Party in Los Angeles, and

~ John Howard Lawson. @)&m

, It was also reported by this h::.ghly reliable source# that in

June, 1945, Doretta Tarmon, field representative of the New Masses, known
Comminist publication, and- Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came

to Los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallies.

It was stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John

Howard Lawson. According to ‘the. source, an invitational benefit for the

.New Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on June 9, 1945, it being pointed out by

Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the

meeting was I:gy invitation only, that over $3,000 was raised at the meeting :
-'and that John Howard Lawson was ore of those .he recognized in attendance. \/d(

: In August, 1945, a highly reliahle confidential sources reported
that Lawson has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. The source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed. into script and had been criticized by various people
including leaders of the Communist Political Association in Los Angeles,

- among them, Carl Winter, head of the Los Angeles CPA, The source also
sald that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,
former National Educational Director of the Commnist Party, and currently
a member of the National Committee of the Commnist Party. The source in- .
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos
article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months of f
from h].s studio to revise the book., He also told the informant that the
change in the Communist Party Line necessitated practlcally a complete

revision of the book's oint.
e @Q)(\L\

[:#I‘echmcal Surveillance on the resuience of John Howard Lawsonj@(/ua
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future expulsion at this time on controversial issues; this is
‘ factional, rather than my response to published and broadcast
' material. However I am also convinced that this was merely a  ~’
loose way of talking to impress me with your seriousness,of
i which I was already impressed. -

. npdding my personal regards, and the hope that not long from .
now we shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Marxist-
’ ) ' Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation,
" the peace of the world, and the liberation of mankind.

"Yours sincerely."

[ = £ e Subsequently, a highly confidential source (technical surveillance. ~ -
' : on residence of Bruce Mintcn% advised that Minton was very bitter against

Lawson and had made it known that he was "out -to get Lawson". This source
indicated that Minton was of the opinion’ that the CPA in Hollywood was a

closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the "rabbi¥ of

this group who ran it as a "tin god and in a dictatorial fashion". Similar
repercussions regarding Lawson were reported by Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office. Wolf advised that on

August 1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend who was a member of

one of the cultural groups over which Lawson presided. He said.that this -
person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were nob

satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Elizabeth Glenn

had followed during the previous year under the CPA set-up, and were

desirous of getting rid of Lawson and Glenn as leaders. Wolf further

revealed that his informant definitely stated that Lawson was the leader

of the Communists in the cultural field and that he obtained the impression

that Elizabeth Glenn was Lawson's underling in an organizational capacity.

Wolf , a former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter
-against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from a Marxist
standpoint inasmuch as Wolf's informant thought that Lawson and Glenn had

misled the rank and file CPA members by their leadership and adherence to

the theory of revisionism. J A practical example of what might have indicated

a tendency toward change of Communist leadership in the motion picture industry
was reported by a highly confidential source#* who reported on July 19, 1945,
that Lawson had just returned from San Francisco and admittedly had not been
included in ary inter-Party" discussions of the motion picture strike, it

being noted that the Communists, prior to the strike, had adhered to a -
position of not aiding the strike and had urged its workers to keep the no- .
strike policy of their unions. Tt is to be observed that in 1946 Richard " rﬁ"’)

. Bransten and Hhis wife, Ruth licKenny, were expelled from the Communist Party.
E:Technicall Ehlrve'ill_ance on the residence of John Howard 1@50:3@@,\‘\

=
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VIII. ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

A. HOLLYWOOD DEMOGRATIC COMMITTEE, later known as the HOLIYWOOD
" INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES AND
' PROFESSTONS (HICCASP); succéeded bty the PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS.
OF AMBERICA - - : :

' Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles
Office, advised that the Hollywood Democratic Committee was launched-in
January, 1943, by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, to obtain
national, state and local legislation essential to victory; to clarify -
political .issues and support candidates best fitted to serve the nation in
wartime and to cooperate with other organizations "whose aims are similar
 to our own"; housing for defense workers, protection of labor's rights,
child care, humane treatment of juvenile delinquents and the end of negro
discrimination. The same source stated on February 15, 1944, that the aims
and ourposes and program of the Hollywood Democratic Committee had changed _
very materially. He indicated that its purposes had formerly been exclusively
political, but that now through speeches, public advertisements and sham
- Americanism, it was attempting to enlist the- support of non-suspecting
. citizens, under the guidance of the Committee, to exploit names of important
individuals in the furtherance of the Commnist Party line. This informant -
further stated that the program of the Hollywood Democratic Committee was
not only parallel with that of the Commnist Party Line but that the organ-
- ization was dominated and inspired by persons of a Commnist character.

; It is observed that in June, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic '
Committee became a section: of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, it became known as the
Progressive Citizens of America. It should also be noted that this organ=-
ization was not connected with the Democratic Party. - _

The following information with respect to the activities of .
John Howard Lawson relative to the Hollywood Democratic Committee is set
forth to illustrate the direction and control exerted over this organiza-
tion by Lawson. The most pertinent information in this regard was re- ,
ported to the Bureau by a highly confidential and reliable sources. g'lfu\

On HMarch 4, 1943, it was ascertained by a confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, that the Hollywood Democratic

Committee was in its formative stages and a meeting of the group was scheduled
at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel for that-evening. This informant attended M

El‘echnic’:al Surveillance on residente of John Howard Lawson.]@(\k\
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the meeting aﬂd a written report stated "before the.meeting began, the

. following known Communists circulated among those present. They were
‘acknowledged by the audience generally which for the most part, gathered

around them, chatted and passed remarks which would indicate that they
were well—known and in a sense looked up to."- Among those named by the
informant as being in this category were: John Howard Lawson and Herbert
Biberman, .together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the -
meeting reportedly was to elect officers for the ensuing year and to adopt

-a constitution. According to the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com-

mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerfﬁl Communist Party pressure
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the influence of power-
ful figures in the motion picture industry, this organization will have a,
tremendous ‘influence in putting over the Communist- Party Line in Callfornla."

_{ Further, the.source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is definitely
. a Communlst Hfront" organlzatlon and he asserted that John Howard Lawson

was among those proposed at this meeting to be considered for the Executive-

. Board. . Lawson, accordirg to the:source, also was one of_ the eight persons
who donated ﬁ25 at the_collecti@n:during the evening, )

. - On.beruany 10 1944, the 'same sourcé was present at a conference .
between John Howard Lawson and Revels Cayton, Negro Vice President of the
California State CIO. Accopdlng to the source, Cayton wanted Lawson to
get Walter Wanger, Motion Picture Producer, to approach Helen Gahagan, wife
of Melvyn Douglas, -screen actor, to run for Congress in the 15th C. D.
Lawson said he could not approach Wanger on it but that. George Pepper,

‘through the Hollywood Democratic Committee, could make the contact. This

was only one-of many conferences held concerning possible Congressional and -
State Legislature candidates, and on numerous: occasions Lawson's direction
and advice was sought by Hollywood Communlsts relative to p0881ble candidates.

~In 1944, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a conildentlal 1nformant of the
Los Angeles Office, advised_ that the entlre organizational strength of the
Communist Party was being thrown into the local and national election cam-
paigns and that the Hollywood Communists, Party line followers and sympathizers
were engaged in this type of activity.- He submitted the following report
with respect to the Hollywood Democratlc Committee:

“The Hollywood Democratlc Committee, whlch has no cfficial con-
nection with the: Democratlc Party, but is the Communist front -

organization which attempts to speak for the industry politically
. and also for the Hollywood section generally, is raising the sum"

- 30 =
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" Hollywood Reporter for June 11, 1945, contained a full page advertise-
ment listing the Executive Council of this new Committee, it being noted
that John Howard Lawson was named as a member of the Counﬂl.@m

In August, 1945, a highly reliable informant#* advised that
' Lawson was.continuing his leadership in the Hollywood Independent Citizens

Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. It was stated that :
George Pepper, Executive Secretary-of the organization, continually obtained
direction and counsgl from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the
group. . The source further remarked that Lawson had been very active at this
time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USMC, as a possible
candidate for U.S. Senator on the Democratic Ticket to fill the seat vacated.
by the late Senator Hiram Johnson. W : = i

|
i
)
|

On August 11, 1945, the same reliable source advised that there
was some interest in having a State-wide meeting to amnounce Carlson's
- candidacy or at least to discuss it with the Democratic politicians from
‘all over California. However, Lawson, according to the source, said that
Philip Connelly, former President of the California State Industrial Union
Council, CIO, and a known Communist]according to Elsie Monjar, a confidential
informant of the Los Angeles Offic®)] was of the opinion that it was not time -
yet as Ed Pauley, National Treasu of the Democratic Party and other _
forces would try to maneuver to get control of this meeting. "On August 11, . -
1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to handle a '
reception for Carlson to be given by Edward G. Robinson. It was-indicated
that the Warner Brothers, lotion Picture magnets and other "big wigs" were
to be in attendance at this reception. It was also indicated by this source -
at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
winning the election. It was @id that Welles promised Lawson all he could .

to assist Carlson's candidacy, although of the personal opinion that Carlson
would be defeated.

& On fugust 8, 1945, the highly reliable source* reported that the
New York City organization of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .
Sciences and Professions had continually sought a closer knit organization
throughout the United States with a constitution, by-laws, in addition to -~
representatives from various cities where branches were located. Lawson, -
‘according to the source, subtly fought a close knit organization and desired
instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Committee's name, being
of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee should
otherwise remain autonomous. In a conference with Pete Lyons, an employee -
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .Sciences and Professions IR
of New York City, according to the source, Lawson stated that a close knit @)@

. Erechnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson]@@
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organization was premature and could not be done without discussion which
discussion should be held at some time after the war. Lyon said the New

York Office needed more money and Lawson reiterated the Hollywood Committee

was very poor and did not desire to make any further committments at the

time. - Lyon was anxious that the HICCASP send someone to Washington or New

York to give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of union between

the National orgamization and the Hollywood Committee; The source indicated -
that Lawson agreed that this might be a good trﬁng.@b@ .

, On December 4, 1945, according to a highly reliable source#*
the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign
Policy". The official announcements described this affair as an attempt to
make a realistic approach to the tremendous potentialities of atomic weapons
and atomi¢ energy. This rally called for international use and inter-
national control of atomic energy, and in this connection, the reliable
informant pointed out that Lawson, through George Pepper, Executive Secretary -
of the HICCASP, carefully guided the program. It is interesting to dbserve
that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, accord-

" ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this program and stated

that he felt more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in China
inasmuch gs that was the main part of the Communist line.  Lawson reportedly

agreed to this and stated that he would contact George Pepper to see that .
American intervention in China was given appropriate attention at.this rally.(d&

A highly confidential source# reported in September, 1946, that Lawson
continued to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according to this
.source, he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact, this source stated that on July: 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
and asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP issued a statement that they
were not under the influence of the Communist Party. According to the
informant , Lawson stated it would be all right if it were done "carefully
and correctly". This informant further indicated Lawson attends most of
the meetings of the Executive Council of the HICCASP and through close
liaison with Hunter, continued to exert an influential rule in the policy -
of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP merged

- with the Progressive Citizens of America, described as a Conmnist-dominated@{(q -

group by Harvey G. Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office.

According to articles gpearing in Los Angeles newspapers the Holly-
wood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the frogressive Citizens of

America held a five-day conference at the Beverley Hills Hotel, commencing
Wednesday evening, July 9, 1947. They announced the purpose of the conference

-
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B. HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION

: The Hollywood Writers lMobilization, according to Harvey Gilbert
Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles Office, was formed very
soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, and was established
by persons who were most active in the League of American Writers. Accord=-

_4ng to information contained in reports of the Joint Fact-Finding Committee,
California Legislature, based on information developed in connection with
interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood
Writers lMobilization was under the control of the Comminists and had numerous
" contacts to supply the pictures which are being released in the liberated
countries. : '

Confidential Informant Wolf advised that there -was a close connec—
tion existing between the League of American Writers and the Hollywood
Writers Mobilization. :

The following data with respect to Lawson's connections with the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization is set forth to illystrate the direction- and
control exerted over this organization by Lawson. | Most pertinent informa-
tion developed relative to Lawson's control of this group was obtained by a:
highly reliable and confidential source%w[ul . . S,

. - In March, 1945, a highly confidential source’t-advised-that there
recently had been a strong difference of opinion -between Robert Riskin,
head of the Overseas Film Bureau; Office of War Information, New York, and
Philip lunné, head of the Los Angeles OWI Film Bureau, and this difference
of opinion was concerned with scripts which had been submitted by the '
Hollywood Writers Mobilization.' This source indicated that Sidney Buchman,
Chairman of the Hollywood Writers liobilization Editorial Board, discussed
this matter with John Howard Lawson. Buchman advised that he had conferred ,
with Riskin who informed him that Philip Dunne had gone overboard on the so- =
called "contrived" films (films based on fiction or so-called dramatic in-
cidents). Dunme had apparently instructed the Hollywood Writers Mobilization
group that this was the type of film OWI desired to produce. Following
Dunne's instructions, according to the source, the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- .°°
.tion had gone ghead and done scripts of this type and as a result manyof the
scripts had been under fire by the New York Office of the OWI, where Riskin
was in charge. It was further pointed out that Riskin was strong for
documentary films since he felt a responsibility to the State Department,
and further that misrepresentations were bound to arise out of dramatic
-incidents in the "contrived" films thus making them more "vulnerable". The
source stated that both Lawson and Buchman agreed that this controversy
. between Dunne and Riskin would effect the Hollywood Writers Mobilization,

which they control, since most of the scripts already completed would have
¥ to be redone. U\ : g '

o v I ;o | ECRY ] -
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The League of American Wrrbers, according to Havey Gilbert Wolf,
a confidential informant of the los Angeles Office, was originated in
Kharkov, Russia, in November, 1930, and in the United States in 1935.
This informa.nt indicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of )
American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to . -
bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the in-
fluence of the League of American Writers and the Communist Party, UsA,
it being pomted out that this League was the foremost front organization
operating in the so-called cultural and 1ntellectual fields. .

: The source stated that the Congress of American Revolutlonary
Writers formed the League of American Writers, it being pointed out that
the latter organization was. declared subvers:.ve by the Attorney General
_on May 5, 1942.

Additional information relative to the Communlst daracter of .
the League of American Writers was set forth heretofore in connection
with the Section entitled "Joint Fact-F:de.nG Committee, Galifornla
Legislature", : .

. There is set forth'here:_nafter Lawson's connection with the League
as well as data demonstrating the control and direction which he exerted -
over this organization. The most pertinent information in t is regard was
obtained from a highly confldentlal a.nd rel:.able source* Lq

On HMarch 25, 1939, an art:.cle appeared in the Peoples World
- entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". The article
stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of
American Writers was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart-
ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
and film script writer. The wire sent to the State Department was
signed by John Howard Lawson, among others.

In June, 1941, an article appeared in the Daily Worker entitled.
"Writers Open Congress with Peace Rally". It was stated that some of
- ‘America's best known novelists, poets, artists and literary critics raised .
their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth
American Writers' Congress. John Howard Lawson was listed as being one of
the speakers. ) ) )

On -December 28, 1941, Walter Teter, 4524 Cold Water Canyon Avenue
North: Hollywood, Californla, a coniidentlal informant of the Los Angeles >w

i EI‘echnical SurVelllance on the 1’631dence of John Howard Lawson. k@@q
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D. Connections with Other Organizations

The January, 1937, issue of the "Labor Defender" publlshed monthly
by the International Labor Defense, 80 East 1lth Street, New York City, with
William L. Patterson and Sasha Small as editors, listed John Howard Lawson
as being on the Editorial Board. A highly confidential and delicate source
in 1945 identified Sasha Small as a member of the then Communist Political
Association.

In February, 1937, the formation of the American Society for
Technical Aid to Spahish Democracy with temporary quarters at 31 East 27th
Street, New York City, office of the New Masses, was announced by Waldo Frank,
novelist and lecturer. The officers were listed as John Howard Lawson,
Secretary, and William Browder, Treasurer.
i In a letter dated December 3, 1938 issued by the National Com=-
‘mittee -for People's Rights, formerly the Nat:u.onal Committee for the Defense o
of Political Prisoners, 216 Clark Building, Birmingham, Alabama, John P L MR
Ho-..fard Lawson was l:.sted as treasurer of the organization. .

i . Confidential" Informant W. H. Leathers, formerly_ an informant of.

' the Atlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1941, that the National

- Cormittee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and the International Labor

~ Defense are both Commnist front organizations and are closely associated
and were created by the Party to handle and protect comrades who became
involved with the law and also to seize upon those cases where the Party -~ '
can secure publicity. According to the mfonnant, the International Labor
Defense has close contact with the workers and is usually operated by the

_ n'n.ddle class of people,

On the back of a pamphlet published in 1940 by the Jewish People's
Committee, 100 Fifth Avewue, New York City, entitled "For United Action in

the Struggle Against anti-Semitism and Fascism", appears a list of the sponsors
of this organization. The name of John Howard Lawson is included. [ﬁ

a confidential source of the New York Office has stated that the 'ODHER % 4
ewlish People's Committee is a Comnunist-insplred group. :

. In the Peoples Daily ,World for June 17, 1941, an article appears
attacking the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the form of statements of
various members of the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges released by the
Committee headquarters at 1265 Broadway, New York City. Included among .
individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing and the actlvn.ties
of the FBI was John Howard Lawson, "playwright and screen writert.
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A confidential source (trash coverage on offlce of Labor Research

Association, 80 East 11lth Street, New York City) advised that John Howard
= Lawson was a sponsor of the Schappes. Defense Committee which was founded
in New York City in July, 1941, to raise funds for and help prosecute the
defense of Morris U. Schappes former City College instructor who was
sentenced to a prison term in the State Penitentiary for perjury arising out \
_of a 1941 inquiry into Communism in educational institutions. The express
purpose of the Committee as set forth in one of its pamphlets was "to help -
prosecute the legal defense, to acquaint the labor movement, the educational
world and the general public with the issues involved.in this case, to raise
funds for the defense and to help Schappes support those dependent upon-him."

: On Decerber 19, 1941, according to a highly confidentlal source*
an unkncwn, person contacted Lawson s wife to tell her of a very "pathetic

" telegram" received from Edward Barsky, head of the Joint Anti-Fascist
Refugee Committee, it being noted that Barsky was recently ‘given a jail
sentence for refusing to produce the records of the JAFRC for the House
Un-American Activities Committee. According to the 1n£ormant thzg_tele-
gram read as follows: : 3 " ' o . 7

. "TRYING TO GET. FIFTY ANTI—FASGIST PEOPLE ON THE LAST BOAT OUT 'ﬂ;kéfffr
_ - .OF LISBON. SEND MONEY AT GREATEST POSSIBLE SACRIFICE : Sprd ¥
On January 16 1943, a hlghly confldentlal source (technlcal .
surveillance on r951dence of Herbert Biberman) reported that Biberman was’
consulted concerning-a letter issued by Mr. Kemitz, National Secretary,
National Federatlon for Constitutional Liberties, advising that this Committee
was starting a campaign against the Dies Commlttee and wanted the Hollywood
people to do something about it. Although the informant was unable to
. ‘ascertain the name of the man with whom Biberman consulted on this date,
it was determined by another highly confidential source* on January 18, 19h3,
that -John Howard Lawson had directed Elizabeth Leach to pick up this letter
from Biberman. It is noted that Elizabeth Leach was the Organizer of the
Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist- Party at the time. It should
be noted that the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was
declared subversive by the Attorney General on July 31, 1941, in that .it came
within the purv1ew of the Hatch Act. \x\

On March 12, 1943, it was reported by. Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a
confidential infermant of the Los Angeles Office, that Herbert Biberman, - .
-Gale Sondergaard, Edward Biberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, lirs., Eva '
Biberman, Anthony Ellis and Hellen Fllis, his wife, would all attend the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee rally held at the Philharmonic Auditorium.
It was pointed cut that Sonja Biberman was the former Hollywood Chairman.

[*Techmcal Survelllance on the residence of John Howard Lawson]@)(u')
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to bear in this regard. During the conversation, according
informant, it was pointed out that the Los Angeles Section of the Free
World Association had not as yet revoked Point; #A of its Aims and Pur-

poses. ! u\

The name of John Howa;.rd lawson appeared as a sponsor on a
circular distributed by the American Youth for Democracy, 1567 Broadway,
Detroit, Hichigan, dated December 20, 1945. S

In November, 1945, according to a highly confidential source¥,
Lawson conferred several times with iildred Raskin, Executive Secretary
of the People's Educational Center, described as the organization created
and dominated by the Communists to spread Communist philosophy, and these
conversationsmde it clear that Lawson was becoming concerned over the
$3,000 or $4,000 which he personally had guaranteed for this organization
in the way of printing bills and .incidental expenses. The same source 2t
indicated that Lawson felt that the organization was not going to be_sble
to repay this money to him. During the same period, the same source was

_ present when Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Commnist screen writer,

- regarding ways and means of raising $5,000 for the benefit of the People's
Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning
to take a hand in the reorgamization of the staff of the People's Educa-

* tional Center, commenting that he dig not think that the personnel was
organized in the most effective way.@) ' ;

b Ty B According to .a.pamphlet issued by the Los Angeles Workers School,
John Howard Lawson, together with Albert Maltz and other invited lecturers,
were to be the instructors at the course entitled "The American Democratic

- Tradition", an eight-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given
at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th-Street, Los Angeles. Of all the
courses taught at the Workers School, according to this pamphlet, this was
the only one not being taught at the Workers School proper located at 212

West 3rd Street, Los Angeles. This course, according to the booklet, "will
be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of our
nation; the democratic conditions throughout the development of our people.

- Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the growth, problems
and developments of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War
and reconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist movement,
the First World War and the present war for national survival"., It is to be
noted that this is not the same course that was given by Lawson at the school
for the League of American Writers entitled "Our Democratic Heritage. The los
Angeles Workers School, founded in 1939, according to the pamphlet, bases its
studies on the various teachings "in social science...ifarxism...the theory and
practice of the working class and the people's movement throughout history".
The entire Board of Directors of the Workers 8School are Communists, according

a to a confidential informant, Haivey Gilbert Wolf, who also indicated that .

o this school is the educational plant for the Communists in Los Angeles County.

E‘I‘echnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawsona
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The above referred to pamphlet also stated that recently, in a
-speech of three hours at the "People's Educational Center", John Howard
Lawson made such statements as:

"pmerican policy is the same as it was at Versallles, to
destroy democracy wherever it appears."

"The Marxist theory is the only sound basis for hz.story
teaching."

"The voice of Byrnes is the voice of one of the most selfish
monopolies in the world today."

The Daily People's World issue of September 19, 1946, carries
an article that the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress would
convene on September 22, 1946, for a mass meeting called for the over all
endorsement of the Fa:l.r Enployment Practices Act. .According to this article,
John Tripp McTernan had been selected to lead a panel discussion on the topic
"~ "Police Brutality". A similar article was carried in the California Eagle,
Negro newspaper published in Los Angeles’ by one Charlotta Bass, a prominent -
Commnist Party line follower, reflectlng that this National Negro Congress
~ would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on Sunday, September 22, 1946, Speakers -
listed at this meeting included John Howard Lawson, motion p:_cture wr:.ter,
‘Colonél James Roosevelt; Phillip il Connelly; William Bidner, BExecutive Secretary
of Mob;l;.zatlon for Democracy, and Albert Dekker, motion picture actor.

OTHER 4

: In November, 1946, L | a former confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office adv:.sed That -John Howard Lawson was President of
‘the Lincoln Commnity Book Center and that Waldo Salt, a knovmn Commnist,
according to a highly delicate and reliable source, is Vice President. The
informant also ascertained that the bank account of the lLincoln Commnity
Book Center will substantiate Lawson's presidencyfand another highly con-~
fidential source# has described this organization as the administrative
apparatus- for the Lincoln Book Shop which is operated by the Communist Party

in Hollywood. @0[&) : R

Informant an employee of the Security First National Bank
of Los Angkles, has advised that Lawson has contributed considerable sums of

money to the following organizations, sometimes in the amount of over $1,000
per monthj;

" Hollywood Democratic Committee,

Hollywood Independent Citizens Commttee of Arts, Sciences and
Professions,

People's hducat:.onal Center,

f
1
l .,
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#Tn the studio labor organization, the comrades had only
mxed success. The painters' union went over to the side of
the revolution., The Screen Writers' Guild joined the Popular
Front, despite brave attempts of the Authors' League of America
to wrest the Hollywood section from the Stalinist grip. In the
furious fight against the 'fascists!'=--meaning anyone who objected
to Communist domination—-Donald Ogden Stewart acted as general-
issimo with such fine lieutenants as Dudley Nichols, Frances

. Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shaw, Tess Slesinger,
Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Lillian Hellman,
Boris Ingster, John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, Joel Sayre, and
Madaline Ruthven.! -

_ Discontinued Technical Surveillance on the American Youth for
Democracy and Confidential Informant Richard V. Servidio advised that
John Howard Lawson was one of the sponsors of a "second anniversary dinner"

* given by the American Youth for Democracy, a known Communist dominated
group, on December 12, 1945, "at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York City. The
‘purpose of the dinner was "to welcome home discharged veterans, to pay - :
tribute to the contributions of the young men and women of our armed forces

. and to dramatize the post-war problems of youth". o

In March, 1945, the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties,
" 205 East 42nd Street, New York City, issued a public statement in support of the-
" arnmy order making Commmnists and Commnist Party sympathizers eligible for
Army Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not. the
. ‘propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to the United States'. The
- . -statement of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was.endorsed
by numerous people and the name of John Howard Lawson, playwright, Hollywood,
appeared on this list. It is noted that the National Federation of Constitu-

tional Liberties was declared subversive by the Attorney General in July,
1941. . ’

. According to the Jamary 30, 1946, issue of the Daily Worker, Lawson
was quoted as sayings ' '

"I want very much to demonstrate withmrticular emphasis the role
of the Negro in American life. Since our history has been written
by white historians and since no influential ones have been from
the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their leaders
has been completely suppressed". . '

In this artiéle, Lawson was described as "one of America's outstanding'
historians, author of the authoritative theater and technique of playwriting,:
and a successful .screen writer'. ' : ’

T o s S‘Lm\ﬂ
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On Felruary 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential source#
Lou Harris, 4215 Troost Aveme, North Hollywood, California,. a free lance
writer and producer as well as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard
Lawson and told Lawson that he was leaving for England at the end of the
month., The sourcg advised that Lawson and Harris are close friends.A&In - . .-
his same regardfon February 14, 1947 ;i another highly confidential sourde, r 53
E (microphone \survelllance on the Soviet Consulate Los 4ngeles ¥)reported :
at Lou Harris called at the Russian Vice Consulate in Log“Thgeles and ;
there met BEugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet'Conqu}' Harris and@manﬁsevma
+ talked for approximately one hour during which- timé Harris pointed out that: ~
the writers in the motion picture industry had a very difficult time pre-
senting "progressive ideas" in their stories inasruch as the producers were
ick to delete thém. Harris comrented that he was leaving on Fetruary 26, . .
947, for London from New York City on a business tripfnd asked Tumantsev € U_)
_whetfner he should "ygit and see what happens" or apply Tmmedi for a
visa to enter PolandJfAccording to the informant, Harris én umantsev

appeared quite congenial the latter evinced congiderable interest in thé‘
motion picture- industry . J{* - ' '

. C ‘

(U
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' Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles
Office, stated that at a lecture in June, 1942, before a school of the League -
of American Writers, Lawson stated that on the day that Sacco and Vanzetti
were executed in Massachusetts, August ‘27, 1927, he, Lawson had been arrested
in Boston for picketing the State Capitol. With regard to this self-admitted
o arrest of Lawson, the informant stated that Lawson became a labor agitator ~
many years ago and went to Birmingham, Alabama, to participate in a strike _ i
in the steel mills in that city in 1934, According to confidential informant .
Harvey Gilbert Wolf, Lawson was arrested on May 17, 1934, on a charge of
criminal libel growing out of an article which was written by Lawson in the
"Deily Worker®, New York City Communist newspaper, defending a Communi st
organizer, Harold Rolston. It is observed that Lawson's FBI number is
3021790 and that his record in this regard reflects that he was arrested in -
Birmingham on May 17, 1934, by the Birminghem Police Departmant on-the charge
of being a Commnist, He was released on the same day. 6
Officer Harless of the Birmingham Police Department related the .
following information with regard. to the arrest of Lawson in Birmingham.. )
Alabama, May 17, 1934, Harless said that he recalled that the police broke
up a Communist meeting at which Lawson was present and that Lawson was then
turned over to Officer J. T. Moser and Officer P, C. Cole who were handling
Communist matters at the time for the Birmingham Police Department. In
this connection Captain C. L. Mullens of the Birmingham Police Department
stated that Lawson was defended by a lawyer named Harold Ralston from New York,
He also recalled that a woman named Jane Speed, a well-known Communist
organiger, was also present at the meeting at which Lawson was arrested. The
records of the Birmingham Police Department further revealed the following
information regarding Alexander E. Rascolin, reportedly also arrested with
Lawson: "This man is an International Labor Defense Attorney from New York
City. He was very active in 1934 and 1935 in Birmingham and was arrested by
. the Birmﬂngham Police on May 17, 1934, While in Birmingham, he contacted
geveral lawyers in an effort to secure their services in reading parts of
the International Labor Defense. This man is very high in the Communist Party.
His Birmingham police number is WM-265897,

The Yew York Times morgue contained two articles regarding ‘the
arrest of Lawson at Birmingham, Alabama, The first article dated July 6,
1934, reflected that Lawson was arrested on that date and released under bond
of $300 to appear in Recorder's Court the following day. The arrest followed
a conference between Mr. Lawson and five other New Yorkers and ¥, O, Downs,
Commissioner of Public Safety at City Hall, The article further revealed
that on May 17, 1934, Lawson was taken into custody by police, fingerprinted, -.
photographed and released. This article, referred to above, dated May 16,
1934, is also in the New York Times files. The charges, in connection with
a publication that appeared in the Daily Worker in which a misdemeanor court

F.RH?
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Do We Ladd
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JOIN HOWARD LAWSON

Purmanthrmrmmat there is sttached hereto a
mm eummariging the- peftlnmt information contained in the
_hrm'a ﬁhs raative to the subjeot, a leading plwmm in
Hollywood, California, and for the pu‘ several years the leader '
of all auhtﬂ.ﬂles of’ t.ha Commists in the imtellectual and cmltural fields
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g1, EUTPECE OF LANSON'S CONMUNIST PAHIY:

4

- .A. Direet Dvidence of Membership < . :

Testifying: bsfore the Joiat Fact-Finding Committde; California 0 "

" “Loglalatiire, in the fall of 194, Lavson, mder oath; denicd that he mas ! -

w8 member 0f the Comminist Party.  However;:a highly reliablé and delicate.

has been well established, but - ,_.

" confidential source, whose reliability

' 'whose admissibility in- Court may be somewhat doubtful ; has definitely

. identified Lawson.as a member: of ‘the Communist Party for the last ‘twelve

o 1

i .. years.. Accordingito this. source ;- Lawson ‘was first 4’ membst, of Branch K .-
Angeles. County' Commiinist Party wntil = . ..

;""" of the North Wast Section of the Los
-that branch was reorganized in June,
to Branch A=3 (writers® tranch). of;

e

1943, at which time he was transferred -
L ‘ ‘teand the North West_Ssction and held 1943 -
. . Commnist Party Book #30198, .« - -l . oo ol =T TEER R

S This very reliatle source ‘also’ stated that Lékson enro iled o

~ the Communist™ Political Association and

© .. and on December 10; 1944, according: to the ‘source,.
.- for: the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275

"~ 7. Association; Lawson reportedly was assigned . to t

.+, Bas also knowa as Group: #9: and ‘Was,a. member: of

- indistry, of ;Amierican~Jewish .descent

©owoedH, v

~ - In a'svorn statement which

‘-:_4%333 DocId:32338872 ' Page 27,

L Ttwas further stated byt

his-s

.. 'William Hynes (LA-3), a ‘discontin
:+ <. of ‘the Los Angeles. Offics, has identified

" vhich replaced the North West Section's. Executiv
_according’ to the source,: servid on the’ comnission. fo

was assigned 1

e Co

.was issu

the leader of tke CP fraction among the artigts of,a

T

1944 CPA Cara: 41850,

vag pgain registered

~ the poverning body of the Commnist movement ‘in -

E

the motion
amittes. " Lawsor
r‘three years.' .. -

hat he had been-
Lso - identified ;
Party” and
elonged.

11 varie

B the\Commnist Political '
he special group which . < . .-
sgion which was' * -

picture industry .-

R biwas _ ource thah when the. Commmist - :
1. Party; USA; ‘was ‘reorganized. to replace the Comminist Politic

-~ "Lawson was assigned to. the Davis {lub and

-+ Book #35392. This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card

- which reflects:that - he vas 50 years of agta-"E ' ' '

- . 'y OL s and
|- -, . Party for-tuelve years.' ‘This source has al
1 Sue Lawson; as a, member of the. Commmnlat’
oo . dogument “the branches to which ‘she ‘has b

- Po] al Association,
sued 1946 Commnnist- Party -

a writer-in the motion picture . - .
in the Commnist =
Lawsontsiwife, = ¢
is ih'a position to

uedpaidconfz_dential in_f'o-mt L
ties.in Holly-
‘Rena Vale gave to the Jodnt Facte,

 FEIGNE Gommittes, Californis Legislature, more commonly known as the Temngy —




ComAttee, she identified John Hward Lam:on ds'a memhsr of t.he Comnmnist o
. Party. ©She stated that he was agtive: in Commnist circles in Bollywood - ... .
. then she was in the Commnist Party and that in Comsunist meetings, Lawson. -
. bad Btated t,hat Gonmm:‘..st. propaganda nnzst be integrat.ed in‘t.o e.'l.l‘ screen
MBO : _ . 3 wot ! ‘
: On August 8, 1944, i‘Ialt.er ’ﬂ'anger, a Eovie Proclucer, stated t.hat.
he definitely knew t.hat. John Howard Lawson was a Communist.. This source
stated that a few dws before he had contacted ‘Lawson to see if he was
available to write a screen {la;y to r:h ch Lawson replied he was hesitant
- %0 work for Vanger for fear it might cast some reflection on him This
- source queted Lauson as st.ati,ng, “I am-a Gomnnmist" e

- .. 'OTHER 4

1 conpidential Infommiht of the: Lo Angeles
Offics, advised that he talked o John Foward Lawson on July 25, 1945, at -
which time Lawsén stated that if he were called as a witneéss before the

- State Un=-Américan Activities Comnittes, he believed he would adnﬂ.t %o t.hem

- that. he was a mamber of" the Gommnilt ?olitical Asaociati.on. )@ :

-~ On Ha.rch 1 1947, Ben Kadish, a confidentml source of the los
Angelaﬁ Office, and a former member of the Commmnist Party, advised that '
he tecallad John Howard Lawson!s attending Commnist meetings. This
source was in the Commnist Party from, September, 1943, through December ,

1945, and for a %ime was in Brmeh A-3, which was ths sane hranch to
- which Lawson bel.onged. o : Shen ¥,

L5 By Attmdanee at Commmst Party ﬂeatingg '-- " Bk E -

- ‘During the 'bima ‘that Lawson has been in Los Angeles, he has been

: S.dmtified as having attended mimerous meetings at which all of those ,

. identified as bsing present were. known Commnists, according to a highly -

. reliable and delicate confidential Source. -In those cases where the h:;ghly
reliable and delicate confidential source was not in a pogition to iden~ -
tify the particular person as a Comminist; the source that can so identify °
the person is mentioned.: There are set forth hereinafter several examples &
'of thla character of" meetings which Lawson attmded. "

: Oon Felruary 7, 1943, ngents of the mreau obaerved Alexander
' Trachtenbe?g 5. head of International ‘Publishers and a member of the National
Committee, Commnist Party, USA; met with John Howard Lawsom, Albert Maltz
and Jane Fallace, Edncational Director of the LosAngeles County Communist
.- Party, at the lelogy lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Aveme,
at 12345 p.m.. Trachtenberg is kmmn £0 be ‘a member of the: C.ommmt Party -
3 ‘.through oi‘ficial publications of that organization.

l:."‘.‘ . i ‘ P

o USEGRET.
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o on dpril 12 1943 Agent.s oi' the Ehresu observed Jahn Bomrd EE ?
' 'I.awson, Philip M. Com’xellay: CID. 0fficial and Carl Winter,. Chairman of IR
" . the los Angeles County Commmnist Party; enter the home of Max Silver,
' organizational gecretary of the Los Angeles County Ooummiat Party, -
5138 Mapleuood Aveme; Log Angeles: ' [Flsie Yonjar;.a membes 'of thé Com= |
" munist Party and ‘a.paid confidentiel informant of the los Angelas O.t‘fica
has idertified Connelley, Winter anq Silvar as heing membera of the
-Los éngeles tbunt.y Oomumst Party 2 :

- : On chober 4, 1943, ‘Special Agents of the Buraa.u o'bserved Max
L Silver, Orga izational Secretary. of the los Angeles County Commnist Party,
ea. B pick up John Howard lawson at 'Sunset and Cahuenga in:Los £ngeles, and .
- procead to the home of David Grant, 827 East 21st Street. -Carl Wimber,
' head of the Commmist Party in Los-Angeles, was observed in. attendance at
this meeting.. As indicated above, Silver. snd Vintver_ have bsen identified
- as Commmnists) by, confidential. informant Elgie Monjari§)David Ceant.is'a [ (.g
known Commnis? by virtue of information furnished orper confidential
paid informant ﬁl Kat.z, a fomer member of the Comnnist Party.- -

: . " On Harch 14, 19!.4, Special Agents oi‘ the Bureau obsertred Lawaon, .
; accompanied by lax Silver, then Administrative. Secretary of the CP, enter.
.- "the home of David Grant; 827 BEast 2lst Street, Los Angeles;, ‘California.
" - These Agents also noted .that Carl Winter, Ememt*rve Secretary. of the Pm,v;
-+ Jene Walldce, CGounty. Educational Dimctor of the Party; Pettis Perry, .
* County Chairman .snd Helen Allison, County. Hembarship Director of the
Party were also in attendance. Silver; Grant. and Winter have previonsil.y
:{dent.ified as known :Communists, - i?allace Pexxy and A114son- ‘have -

-

- ba@n identified as being members of the Gommunist Party by former :
o confidential mformnt Al Katz, a fornmr memhar oi’ the Gomunmt. Party.

6 Spec:lal Agents of the Bureau on Hay 2 1944,, observed John
‘Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and lMarjorie Fislﬂa, Organizer and Exemtive
- Secretazw respectively, enter ghe home of Sam Moore, 314 South Marficld .
mg{ to attend a reception given for James Ford, Wegro, of the National
Comui ttee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Pettis Perry; Hegro, Chairnan of
- the Los Angeles COunty Commmni st -Party was also observed in attendance at = -
this reception. - Leach, Figke and Perry have been identified as baing £
" functionaries of- the COnmunist Party by former confidaatial informsnt AL “

- Katg. Literature publicly dissemi.aated by t.he Gommnnist Pa;rty has idemi.fi a
% Ja.mes ?ord with tha‘b organizationo ! e _ _ , 6l

- _ On Septembex' 24, 1%&, Aga:ts of the Bureau obserVed Lawson -

enter the home of Carl Vinter-and also observed Elizabeth Ldach and. Jane -
Vallace, both of whom are Communist functionaries, in.attendance at this .
gurprise birthday party for Carl Winter. Testifying before the California

. . . Un-American Activities Committee, Lawson admitted attending this affair .-

: . -'given in honor of Carl Winter, who was then the head of the Los Angeles

v . . County Commnist Party. . Uinter,; Leach and Wallace have previously been
identif‘iad as mnct.ionanes of the Comunist Party. :

-H’\w\-.

=3P uiuj'f:f; _ (
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LRI < . cmnuarsr 8 1945 a Spee.ial Agem. of the Burean obserVed .
Elimbeth Leach,, Gomm:;ist f&ncﬁionary, .accompanied by Carl Winter o -

. was then head of the Communist Party im Los Angeles;. enter a meeting at.
. the h@m of John Howard Laﬁrson, 42565 Colgwater Canyon, Los. ﬂngeleso

; o0 &pril 13. 1%5,, Spee:.al Agents of the. B.u'eau o’bsmed Carl .
ﬁ'inter, William Schneidm'mm, Califomia State Commnist Political =~
Association President;: John Howard Lawson; Mirian Brooks,. Communist. Parw
_functionarys: Jane Wallace;, Cormunist Party functionarys Petiis Perry,.. -
Commnist Party functionary and Wyndham- Hortimer 4n attendance- at'a-

" County Board meeting of the Communist Party which was held at the home '
of County lLabor Chairman, F. Kadish, 938 South Eingsley Drive, Los Angeles...
Bapoks,, Mortimer and Kadish have been identified as Communist Party

_ functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 30, 19455

. Specisl Agents of the Bureau ‘conducted a surveillance at the home of
. - ' . John Howard- Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth leach,.
_ Comrunist Party functionary,. Ned Sparks,. head of the Communist Party in
Los Angeles and ax Silver,. formerly the .strative Seeretary of the
Party in Los Angeles, enter Lawson'sg' home. sie Honjar, a confidential -

“informant of the Los Angeles Office, has - idalt:.fied Hed Sparks as a Com=: -

munist f!mctiona?y' t ot (,”) ’
2 i L . ; OTHER 4
' On March 30, 1946, ,an active paid
confidmtial informant of the Ios ZAngeles. ffice,. advised that a meeting”
of the financial directors of the: various clubg-in the Hollywood Section
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party was to.be held at the home of
Hannah Schuartg, 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on' the evening of
the sams dates. Special Agents of the Bureau condugted a survelllance at .
this address ‘and observed John Kowerd Lawson in att.azdance at this meetingo

on. Septem'ber 9,.1946, ; Special Agents of the Bureau identified - -
John ‘Howard Lewson, Max Welss, National Educational Director of the Commmigt
Party, Frank Carlson, State Educational Director of the Commmist Party,.
~ John Stapp, Communist Party functionary and Charles Glemn, Communist Party
. functionary as having entered the home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma,.
L los mgeles, on’ thls date.. b & (100_2%99_394)

7/

SECRET
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: In .}hly, 191.1,, a mamrsncb.tmwas ﬁlmished to tha Ch:!.cago Field
Offiee by ‘Golonel Walter L. Purbershaw; a representa‘bive of the Camegile
' Tlinois Steel Company, vhich cited meetings of the Hational Commttee
. Plenary. Seestons of the Commnigt Party on June ‘28 and 29, 1941, in New’
York City.. It was statred in the memorandum that those deﬁnite‘ly known to
' . have been m‘esemt ueres Eiilliam 2. Posters James Wa. Ford, M exander Bi.t‘bel-

. man and numercus: other high Fanidng Commnist leaders, - The'memo further - :
related that John Haward Lowsoh attended these national ‘meetings asa dale=- -
‘gate from California and there is a notation to, the effect that Latson had .
been in Wew York for the pre'aious few mnnths in cmnection w:lth theata‘ mrk

- (100-24499-3p4) . g
" 'Tn October, 1941, [ | c/o Motro Goldyn Mayer

- Studios, Culver G:l.t.y‘k Galifo a vemporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angeles Of ce; advised that John Howard lLawson was one . 2
of the leading Communists in the United States, - He stated that on an occasion

'_approximately four years mrevious, when he was at. the Clover Club in Holly='
- wood; he met lawson and drank with him during the evening.’ He said on. this

. occasion:Lawson talked of.the purge that took place in ‘Russia and the mass.
slaughter of the Klacks,’ The source advised that' Lawson stated to him that
‘he hoped the revolution would come here without bloodshed, but that it would
come "gven with bloodshed if necessary®, The same source stated that two
years following this incident, he attended a debaté at the Roosevelt Hotel

~ in Hol od vhere Lauson stated publicly that. evez:vthmg should be done %o
- avoid bloodshed and that under no . circumstances ‘should- this country get into
‘var. | related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled OTHER 4
%o lawson his conversation concerning the revolution referred to heretofor '
and d: Lawson hoir he -could justify such an. Mconsiatencyo ‘Lawson, accord= -
ing to ‘the. informant, tumed to the audience and-stated that this was a 4 8 ]
¥ typical example of Hol]yenod, red-»baiting and refused to answer tha ques‘t-ien
: put to hiﬂ- ; (100-24499—24 p8) s P e T -

OTHER 4

On’ Fovenber 15; s 1941, formar confide:utial 1nforma;nt - OTHER 4
, of the Chicago Office, advised the Commni st Pax%y was the

" process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as

reorganizing its structural set-up. He said that District 13 was to - .

. include all of the States of Califomia and of Nevada. According to the . . .

' gource it was to have centralized offices at 121 Haight Street, San Frandaco .
- and anot.her at Los Anggles. The San Francisco Office was to bs headed by. -

- Steve Nelson, Further; Betty Gamett is the Organizational Secretary of
. -District #3 and John Fovard. lLawson and Herbert Bibsrman will control thé -
organizational rork 1n the Hollywood Area;. according to t.he 1nformant,

(100—1622'?-20—1)5) %E SRE’E‘
In December, 1941, lfr. Verne Tompkins, 7L Eggert Avem:e, Hetu

oA Hew Jamﬁ, publisher of ‘hhe Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that Kathryn Ezrke,
- -Chief Director of Courler operations, was the contact for the Commmnist
Party in liexico Ci*i:y and tha:'a 'she reported directly to Gala Sondergaard,

3 IR T M T TS %
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Gl BRy a2, 1943,

.'ﬂmort.hweet Seetion
_ Commnisgt -Party
. 1os Angeles, Ce;Lfomia

" nneai? Gnmrades -?f 1 g

. ugn behalf of our Gouﬂty Gonmittee, and I i, snr'e'éf"our Whﬂl@
menbership, I wish to express enthusiastic. appreeiation ‘of the .
contwibution to the success of ‘the ‘July 18th Foster meeting. by

<‘t.hat ewmﬁ.ng‘= [

the ¢ultural mrkers who made posaible the dremta.c presmtat.inn ' @(

“Y?e 'aieh, t.hrough t.he Section‘ Comittee, t.o convw these sen?.i— g

 ments to.all who participated, especially.té the authors, Coms

"7 0 padés Maurice (Clark) and Adrian’(Scott), and td:Comrades nerm

" {Biberian) and Elliot ‘(Sullivan,: ‘also. lnown as Eli:Solomon). -
', | whose ereative effort and tiréless, ‘work-helped:so: mach to'_put
"' | ‘across the message of the:entire’ rally’ - - %0 hold t.he'hom' n'ont
o -and etrengthen national un:lty for victory' .

L0 “cm&éiyi.Ourﬂ., A
_.: /s/ Carl ‘é‘inter, Secretary
e ...-105 Angeles County. comnittee

: R : "’Comlmnist Par’qy“ b
(100-24499 -292 p'?) :

S Ina report .of the H:Llita:y Intelligence Div:leion dated Felmmry 249
L 1944, a list ‘of delegates to thg enlarged National: Committee sessions of the

‘.. Commnist Party held at the- Stmeeent Casinoy, 9th:Street and 2nd Avenuey; - .
“New York City, appeared; as shown in.the: ofﬁcial mtinutesg the nama of John

' _Haward Lausen, plmright appea.red in this list. % (100—3—14-2006)

tinued to pay the salary .of Marjorie J. Potts, a full-time paid functionaiy o |

In 1944, a highly conﬁdent.ial source* edvised that Letreon con= -

- of the Forthwest: Section'of the los Angelés County Commnist Party, baing
s Organizational Secretary and Membership Director thercof. ~Lavson paid hep,
.~ aeccording to the source, $32.50 per wesk, It is noted that Harjorie Potts

- adnitted to Al Kats,: a former, confidential inforiant of the Los Angeles '
-0ffice, that Lawson paid her galary 4s if she. v:rere, bhis. eecretary elthough

ehe d:i.d nothing but- Gomnist Par’c.;r work,

echnica.l Survei],lance cm the residence of John Homrd Laustm.

'.WI)E"_%S@_B' D_e_eld:32333872- 'Pege.-'_a?:, ETP i 88 X

49 00-24499-311 rﬁ) t

On Jnly 259 1945.9

. -t - - . i . e "
v ha oY, ',".. ML ¥ -

OTHER 4

| - former eonﬁdent:.al :ln=- '
3¢ ce,, advised that John Howam Lewson told hin U}l



On Hareh 26, 1946, Haﬁw' Gilbert. Wolf 5 ‘a conﬂdential mfomant.

‘of the Los Angeles Office pointed cut. that the Rankin Committee had anmunced

" 4% vould discontinue its investigatm of . Commni.sm in, the. wotion picture .

-4ndustry and that he had learned that as -a result of this, Lawson.was: again

planning to assume active leadersh‘lp of the Communist movement im the mution b

... testified before the ' ‘Los" Angeles, Gounty Grand Jury that .lawson: was sent to -

!"_bitterly criticized Lawson as

- _.pi¢ture industyy. This informant:stated: that: he ‘felt Lawson had beeh-“layiag
< low" during the time Rankin?ts - investigators had been in: Hollyvood, tut that
" in discussing Lawson with: ‘members’of-the Communist: Party, he had ascertained

. that; Lavson was scheduled %00 reappearf aa laader of the commhist movenent in
i-the induatry. g ) gy A : e e o

.Wilkerson, mitar of the Hanymoci Repur%er,
- member- oi‘ ‘the ! Commnist. Pa,t'ty and stated that-
John Leech, former 8ecretary of: “bhe Oommnist. Part.y for Los Angeles. Gounty, 53

“On_Jduly. 24., 1946 s

~+ “'Hollywood o ‘organisze -and lead the  Commnist movement in the motion pic’tura ‘
- -industry by the Galtral Comnﬁ.ttee of the Commnist Pa.rty of New Iorko Le o

45838
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a conﬁdmtial informant of the Dsnver Field Office,
advised that Jdohn Howard Lawson in 1941 was appointed co-leader with Herbert

. Biberman of the Commnists in the intellectual and mot'lon picture in&lstry
in the Hollymod aref. - - . (100-24499-358p8)

OTHER 4

_ _ Tha Hovamber 9. 1943, ‘issye of. e Hassaa“ contained a i‘ull page
article ann@uncing that John Howard Iaamson had been made a member of the
Board of Contributing Editors of New Masses. This article quotes Lm:raon
_as sa‘,rj.ng the follouing with- regard to this publication g

L § read New Maasea far tm reasona: first, becanse it ia a
valuable source of information;-second, beceuse it is equally.

- walughle for its editorial comment and analyds. .Almost every
_issue offers vital factual material which cannot be found else-
where. Today, as never before, the American people want facts——

. because they realige ‘that. the knowledge of facts is indispens-
able for winning the war. They are heartily sick of the corrup~
tion and distortion in much of the commercial press. lew Hasses
gives us facts, and it interprets facts in terms of a consistent

. philosophy of democratic action and purpose. = I hope the magazine
can reach a much wider circle of readers. because I am convinced
that a bigger cimulation for. f.his periodi.cal 1e:r:i.‘t'.ll. help us win

the war.” (100-24499—292 p13)

- " On January 13, 191.14, an art.icle appeared in ‘the "Daily Worker® bsneath
the photograph of John Hauard Lawaon in which he is’ qunted as statings :

Greetings to the Daily Worker on. your 20th Anrﬂ.veraary - As
I look back over the years, it seems to me that the Drily = .
Worker has been consistently invaluable as & source of accurate
news and a journal of progressive informed opinion. There is
no other American newspaper which has done:such a fine job in

. effective news coverage and. editorial aervice to the American

. people and the Amerlcan nation. ;

nx hope t.he Baily Worker's circulation and 1n£1umce will in- .
_ crease tremendously. If it increases in proportion to its merit,
it will reach mi.llions of people®, (100-24499-290 . '

T i * A.highly. confident.ial source (technical surveillance on Carl

' ' Winter, Executive Secretary of the Commnist Political Association, Los

. Angeles County ) advised that on July 22, 1944, Robert V. Kenny, former .

- Atvormney General of the State of California and then Chairman of the Gal-
ifornia delegation to the National Democratic Convention in Chicagoy com=

. municated with Ellenore Abowitz, Assistant State GI0 Legislative Directo
and a known Comunist Party member in the lLos Angeles area. Kenngy mow)

2 P %, | ‘w12 - . OFPQF
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was in Chicago at this time, advzlsed Abowitz that he trould arri'o'e in !]

1os Angeles by plane ‘the folloving day and requested that she arrange

a conference for hinm with about five of ‘the "right people®. - Abouitsz, _
according to the source, imnediataly conferred with Carl Uinter,

Erecutive, Secretary of the Commnist Political Association of Los Angeles

Gounty, eoncsrni.ng this matter. Subsequently a surveillance by Ageats -

of the los Angelaes 0ffice. reflected that this mesting was actually held

on Sunday; July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abovitz with six =

people in s%tendance. These persons included,: in addition to R. W. Kenqys

Carl Winter, previously identified; Paul Cline, ex-Secretary of the oy
Commnist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the

State Central Commi of the Democratic Party in Los &ngﬁles, and

'John Howard (100—168'70-9)

reportedfb:r t.his highly reliable aource* that :!.n o
June, 1945 ’ Borehta ‘Tarmon, field representative of the New Masses, known.. =~ .. ..
Communi st publication, and Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came ..

" to Los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallias.

Tt vas stated that both of these individnals held conferences with John
Howard Lawson. According to the source, an invitational benefit. for the
Vew Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217
Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on- Jume 9, 1945, i% being pointed out by g
Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the
meeting was bty invitation only, that over $3,000 vas raised at the meeting
and that John Hovard Laweon vas one of t.hose ke reeognized m attendance. XL{J
(100-24499 59p11)

ugast, 1945, a h:.ghly reliable confidential’ sourceﬁ reported
that Lawann has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. <rhe source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed into script.and had been ¢ riticized by various people .
including ledders of the Communist Political Association in Los Angeles, °
among them, Carl Winter, head of the los Angeles CPA. The source alss -

- sald that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,

- former National Bducational Director of the Commnist Party, and currently -

‘a member of the National Committes of the Communist Party. The .source in~.
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a .result of the Duclos :
article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months off

from his studio to revise the book. He also told the informent that the
change in the Commnist Party Line necessitated practically a eompletta

. revision of the bool ' meupnint. \q

458._38
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_ on rééidence of Bruce MMinton) adviscd that Minton was very bitter againsb
‘Lawson and had made it known that he was "out to.get Lawson®. This souree -
_this group who ran it as a "tin god and in & dlctatorial fashion®, . Similar

- confidential informant of the Los Angoles 0ffice. Wolf. advised that .on
* one of.the el

-revealed that his informant definitely stated that Lapson s the leader

- that Elizabeth Glénn was Lewson's underling in an organigational capacity..

" Wolf ; a‘former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter ~— . .
“against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from a lhrxist

. gbandpoint. inasmuch as E?olf's informant thought that Lauson and Glenn had

' that Lawson had just returned from San Francisco and adidttedly had not beca
. included in ary inter-Party: discussi.lms of the motion: picture strike, it

* position of not aiding tlhe strike and had urged its workers to keep the n6=

e aipert B SECRET
.”,'ftrhux'e expulsicn at this bims o contmversial iasues, thig is
- factional, rether than my response to published and broadeast
" material. FKowever I an also convinced that this was merely a

' ."loose way of talking %o impress me wi.th you.r aeriousness,of
: ',:.-;_wh:l‘ch I was. alreaa‘ﬁr’ imoressed T i b e B Sy

".&.dd:lng my personal rogards, and the hope that not long from o s
- now we shall all be msmberg of a functioning, mlitant, Marxist-

: Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation,
t.he peace of the norldg ond the liberation of mank:‘lnd. )

Fg

. "Ionrs sincerely. ‘ 3
: --(100-24499-359 p5-7) - : _
.. Subsequently, a hi coni‘idmti.al saurce (tachnical aurve:xllanee :

indicated that .Minton was of the opinion that the CPA in Hollywood was a
.closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the “rabbi¥ of:

repercussions regarding Lauson were reported by Harvey Gilbert Tolfy a

August ‘1, 1945, he had occasion {0 talk vith a friend: who ‘was a member. of -
%ural ‘groups over which Lawgon pregided. 'He said that: t-his
person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not -
satisfied with the revisionistic policies vhich Lavson and Elizabeth Glmn
had followed during the previcus yesr under the CPA set-up,. and were
desirous of getting rid of Lewson =nd Glenn as leaders. TWolf  further

of/the Commnists in the cultural field and that he obbained the impression

misled the rank and file CPA.members by their leadership and adherance to

the theory of revisicaism, [A practical example of what might have indicated
a tendency toward change of Commmnist leadcrship in the motion plictwre industry
was reported by a highly confidential sources who reported ca July 19, 1945,

being noted that the. conhmists, prior to the strilte, had adhered t0 a

Bransten and his wife, Rut.h McKenny, were expalled from the Communist Party

E}.‘echnical &zweillance on the rasidmce of John Em:rard Iawaonw

strike policy of their unions. It is to ba observed that inm 1946 Richard j @i‘) |



; VIIL. | ommmmm. ACTIVIPIRS S W 2 e
“ep] aoumoon nmocm'rzc wmm*rm 1at.er’ Imom"‘ais the Hox.mmon
<. JNDEPENDENT CITIZERS COMMITTER OF THR-ARTS, SCIENCES AND =~ - -

, . PROFESSTONS (chcgsr), ‘sucoeeded lw the pmouasssrvs crrlzms S

: Ha'f'\?w Gilb@'t 1E:‘n::li’, a conhdential 1nformant of the Ips ﬂngales :
¥ Office, ‘advised 4that the Hollywood Democratic’ Committee was launched im -~ . ' -
- January, 1943s ‘by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, to. obtain
Y. .7 ‘nationaly ‘state and local legislation essential to victorys to ‘clarify
-+ political issuesand support candidates best ﬁ.tted to.’serve the nation in
' wartime and to cooperate with other organizations Suhose aims are similar
- to.our owm"3 housing for defénse wrkers, protection of labor's rights, . .
.+ child care,, tmmane treagtment of- juvenile. delinquents and the - end of negro ..
/. discrimination,’ The sams-source sbtated on: Pebruary 15, 1944, that the aing
-~ and purposes and’ program of the Hollywood Dmoerat.ic Comni ttee had: changed.
" very materially.. He indicated that its purposes had formerly been . exclusivalyr
~ political, "but ‘that now through speeches, puhlic. advertisements and- sham Ty ¢
" Americanisin, 1t was' attempting to enlist the support of: non-suspecting ;
.. . citizens, ‘under the'guidance of the Committee, to en:ploit names of. 1mpor?.ant
- individuals in ‘the furtherance of the Commnist Party line. This informant
"ﬁlrther stated that the program of the Hollywood Dempergtic Committes was -
- .not ‘only parallel with that of the Communist Party Line but that the organ- . -
e mation was dnminated and inspired by perstms of 2, Gommm:.st character.

, It is observed that 1n June, 1%5, the Eollmod Damocratie -
. 'Gommittee became a section of the Independent Citisens Committee of the
- Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, it became known as the . . .~
- Progressive Citizens of America. - It should also be noted that.this organ=
13&1‘;10!! was no‘h connect.ed ‘B’ith the D@DG!‘&“A’LO Party. (100_,197270_2) i

L "The follxming informat.ion with respect to.the activities of - -
o ,John Howard Lauson relative to the Hollywood Democratic Committes is 'set
‘i forth to illustrate the direction -and control exerted over this. organ:.aa—

tion by Lawson. The most. _pertinent information in this regard vas

- r
ported to t.he Burem by a highly cmfidentinl a:nd reliabla sourceﬂ @W\

-.0n l‘iarch i 1943, it was. ascertained by a confidentisal informent .
-~ .of the Los Angalea Office, Harvey CGilbert Tiolf, that the Hollywood Democratic
R Committee was in its formative stages and a meeting of the group was schedul
. ab.the Hollywood Roosevelt Eotel for that. evening. This informant attended UL

E’rechrﬂ.cal Surve!.llance on reaidmae of John Howard Lawson:ﬂw\
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..f-'the meeting and a mtt.en repor‘b 5tated “before the meetmg began, 't.he
. following known. Communists circulated.among those: presant. They were .«
- acknowledged by the audience génerally which for the most part, gathemd
around them, .chatted and passed -remarks whlch would indicate that they.
. ‘were well-known and in-a. sense looked" up to.® Among those namad by the -
. " ‘informant as being in this category were: John Hovard  Lawson and Berbert
‘- Biberman, together with other Hollywood Communists. ‘i‘he ‘purpose 6f the . w5 g
-, meeting raport.ed];y was to elect officers- for, ‘the ensuing year and to adopt AR =
@ constitution. .- According to the source,. the Hollymood Democratic Com- . ' °
‘mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerful Communi st Party pressure :
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the. inﬂuence of . powar—
ful ‘figures in the motion-picture industry, .this orgamzation 1will have. a .
.. tremendous influence in putting over the Commum.st Party Line in Califom:l.a.
: Further," the source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is. dei‘:.nitely
. - /a Communist "front" organlzation, and he asserted that John Howard Lawson. . -
.- was among those proposed at this meeting. to. be ‘considered’ for the Executive
"< .'Board. :. Lawson, according to the source, : also vas ons of: the eight persons
wy - 'who donat.ed i$25 at. the collection dunng the TR\ g
e (100=24499-334p 12). - TV T s
ig On February 10, ‘1944, t.he ‘same source tras present at a conferencev i Beode b
.-._--:,-between John Howard LaWSon and - Fevels Gayton, Negro Vice: Prea:.dent of" the :
_-“California State CI0. ﬁccordi.ng to the-source, Cay-l'.on wantad Lawaon to-. - .
" .. get Walter "fanger, Motion Picture Preducer, to approach Helen Gahagan, wife
N Helvyn Douglas, ‘screen actor, to. run for Oong,,ress in'-the 15th C:. D.*
;.. Lawson said he ‘could not approach Wanger on-it but: that, ﬁeorge ?epper,
' ‘through the . Hollywood Democratic, Committ.ee, could make' the ‘contact.. This
" was only one of many. ‘conferences held- ccnceming posaible Congressional and " _
¥ .State. Leglslature candidates and .on NUMerous - ‘occasions Lawson's direction . - j'
'and advice was aought by: Hollywood Cmmmdst.s relative tc poasible candldates.
. : ~(100-24499-297). : ;
i In 1944, ‘Harvey ‘Gilbert Wolf .a confidential infomant of 't.he sl
‘Los. Angeles Office, adviséd that the entire organizational . strengbh of the ~
- Communist-Party was being throtm.into the.local and mational election cam='-
..« -paigns and that_the Hollywood Gannnunists,;Party line’ followers and sympathizera
* 7 were engaged in- t.his type of activity. . ‘He submitted .the . following report .
' ":...-m.t.h respect to the Hollywood Democratic Gommittee-f ,

Y g “The Holl;ywood Democrat:.c Committ.ee, which has no official con--
. # 7. - ‘npection with the Democratic Party, but is the Communist front
o C. . 4 organization which attempts to speak, for the industry politlcally
'and also for the Hollywood sectlon ganemlly, 13 mising t.he sum
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Honywood Raportefr for June 11, 1945, contained a full page advartise«

ment listing the Executive Council of this new Commttee. it g nabed

that John Howard Lawson was named as a member of the Council.

: (100-24499-359 p9)
. In Augusrb, 1945, a highly reliable informant # admsed t.hat :

Lairson was continuing his leadership in the Hollywood Independent Gitigaas

Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. Tt was stated that

George Pepper, Exeoutive Secretary of the organization, continually obtained

direction and ";,qu.nsel from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the
"~ groups. The source further remarked that Lawson had been very active at t»hlﬂ

, .. time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USMC, as a possible

candidate for U.S. Senator ‘on the crat.:.c Tmcket. t.o fill the seat vacated |
-'by the late Senator Hiram Johnscm. :

- On August M 1945, “the same reliable source advised that there -
was some interest in hav:.ng a State=side meeting to ammounce Carlson's '
~ candidacy or at least to.discuss it with the Democratic. ‘politicians .from . j
i ' all over California. However, Lawson, according to the source, said that
|. “".: " Philip Connelly, former President of_the California State Industrial Union

Council, GIN, and a known Communist \according to Elsie Fonjar, a confidential-
i _ infornant of the Los: Angeles Office;\was of the opinion that it was not tims
yet as Ed Pauley, National Treasuréy¥ of the Democratic -Party and other
~~."  forces would try to maneuver to get control of this meeting, . On August o 7
. 1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to handle a
. reception for Carlson to be given by Edward G. Robinsons It was indicated
© . that the ¥arnmeer Brothers, Hotion Picture magnets and other "big wigs".were . . -
to be in attendance at this reception. It was also indicated by this source
at the time that Orson Velles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson’s
- : winning the election. It was sid.that. Welles promised Lawson all he could - -
’/ .. to assist: Carlson's: candidac;r P’ although of the personal opini.on that’ Garlson

would be defeated.

-

On. fit.gust. 8, 1945, the highly reliable source® reported that the -
New York City: org‘.nization of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions had -continually. sought.a closer knit organization -
-throughout the United States with a constitution, byvlaws, in addition to
, ".representatives from.various cities where btranches were located. Lawson,
according to the source, su’t:rbly fought a.close knit organizstion and desired:
b‘ instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Comittee's name, being- '
. of the opinion that the Hollywood Independeat Citizens Committee should -
"+ obherwise remain’ autonomous. In.a conference with Pete Lyons, an employee - °
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
g ; of Rew York City, according to the source, Lawson stated that a close Imit @)
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ox‘ganization vas premature and’ could not be dnne without disenssioa which
' 'discussion should be held 'at some time after the war. Lyon said the New
~ York. 0ffice needed more money and Lawson reiterated the* Hollywmood- committee
' was very: poor and did hot desire to make any further committments at the
. tilte. Lyon was anxiocus that the HICCASP send someone to Washingten or Few
. Yoric to give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of union betueen
" ghe Hationmal organization and the- Hollywood Committe The source indicated

= _t.hat Lawson agreed that tkds m:.ght be a good th!@@)l%ﬂ“?‘)ﬁ& p’?)

. On December 4, 1945, accordi.ng to.a highly reliable source® .
-'_the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign .
T Policy®. ‘The official snnouncements described this affair as an' sttempt to
- make a realis’c-ic approach to the tremendous potentialities. of atomic weapons
. gnd atomic energy.. This rally called for intesmational use and imter=-. -
" national control of atomic energy, and in this connection, the reliable
informant. pointed out that Lawson, through George Pepper; Executive Sserataxy
. of the HICCASP, carefully guided the program., It is interesting tocbserve ..
- ‘that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, accord-
_ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this program amnd stated -
‘that he felt more emphasis should be put npon American intervention in China
- inasmch-as 4hst was the main part of the Communist lines Lawson reportedly
‘ agread to this and stated that he would contact’ George Pepper to see’ that
. American intervmt.ion in China was given appro;zriat.e ‘attention at this rally.
: 100-24499-<369 p2 %

: ‘.,-__contimzed to be active in thé affairs of the HICCASP and according to this .
source, -he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact,’this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacteéd Lawson
aad aaked him if it was all right if the HICCASP 1saued a statement that they
were not under the influence of the Commmist Party. According to the - '

. informant , Lavson stated it would be all right ‘if it Were done "carefully -
. and correctly". This informant further indicated Lawson attends most of
. the meotings of the Brecutive Council of the HICCASP and theough close.
liaison with Hunter, contimued to eXert an influential rule in the policy
-of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereaf‘her the HICCASP merged

A highly confidential searce* reported in Septembe{- 1946, that Lmo_n

 SECRET
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" with the Progressive Citigens of America, described.as a Commnist-dominated @w

group by Harvey G. Tolf, a confidential {nformant of. the Los Angeles Ofﬂ.ce.
(100-24499-3€7 p3) .

: . According to ar%icles epearing in Los &ngglas nevspapers the Holly~-
- poed ﬂ.rts, Sciences and Professions Council of the frogressive Citizens of .

-Bmérica held a five-day conference at the Beverley Hills Hotel, commencing

. - Vlednesday evening, July 9, 1947. They announcad the pumose of the eonfmcs
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B8 > 'Eot.ixﬁfoon'witrrmé 'mEH;IZ'ATioﬁ'-'-

. o The Bbllyuood W?iters beilization, according to HarVQy Gilbert
‘E'Iolf a confidential informant of the Los Angéles Of fice, was’formed very. :
soon- after the attack on Pearl- Harbor, December 7 -1941; and was est.ablished
by persons wtho were most active in the League -of American Uriters. - Accord- .
. 4ing*to .information: cantained in reports of-the Joint Fact-ﬁ‘inding Committee, by
'California Legislature; based on information . developed in-conhnection with .- "
" interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in October, 19%4, the. Hollytood - .
Writers Hobilization was under the control:of the Commnists and had numerous
contacts to supply the pictures which are. being released m the hberated

'countnes. e (100-1022]1,-14) .4 ; , . T A S

"o B ; i Conf:.dentlal Informant Wolf advi.sed that there was a close connec-
. tion. existing between the’ Laagne oi‘ Rmerlczm Wﬁ.ters and the Hollmvood ; '_: '
'_-'.mters If.{obiliza‘hiono e ot el

- Bras ¥ gt The following data mth mspect to Lawson's connections with the
\ -Hollywood uriters Mobilization is set forth to 111 strate the direction and-
.. ~control exerted over this orgam.aation by, I..awson. Hoat pertinent- informa~-. .. ..
i - ¢ion developed re]ative to Latrson's: eontrgl of: this group waa obt.ained by o o B
;o hlgh.ly reliable and conﬁdmtial _source. § 9‘ W TR

" e In Eﬁrch, 1945, a lnghl)r eonfldmtial source* advised that thare
gt racently had been a strong difference of opinion betwsen Hobert: Riskin; - .
"~ ‘head of the Overseas Film Buresny- Office -of War Informatian, ‘Few York; and:
© Philip -Tunne, head of the Los Angeles OWI Film Bureau, and this difference _
. . -of opinion was concerned with scripts wh:l.ch ‘had been- submi tted by the AN .
" Hollywood Writers Mobilization, This source indicated ‘that -Sidney Bauchmany * 4 ; °
_Chairman: of the Hollywood Writers: l’bbilizat.mn Editorial: Board, discussed Mo
“'this matter with John’Howard Lawson, : ‘Buchman adv:nsed ‘that-he had conferred
with Riskin who informed Him that Philip Dunne had: gone overboard. on the so0=-
.- called "contrived" films (films based on fiction or so=called ‘dramatic in- =~ -~ . '
.1 cidents)s. Dunee had apparently instructed the Hollymod Hriters Mobil:.zation
" ‘group that this was the type of ﬁ.lm OWI. desired to pmdnee. " Following :
~ *.. Dunne's matructions, according to the source, the Hollywood Writers L&)b&liza- o
. tion had gone’ahead and done scripts of this type. ami as a result’ mgy of’ t.he
" ., seripts had been under fire by the New York Office of the .OWI, where. Ra.ski.n
~ '~ was in charge. It was further pointed out that Riglin wae strong for
i, documentary films. since he felt a responsibility to the State. Department ;
77 and further that msreprasentatlona were bound to'arise out’ of dramatic® -
"+ -incidents in the 7contrived” films thus making them more. “vulnerable". The =
" .gource stated that both Lawson and Buchman agreed that “this controversy ~
... bstueen Dunne and Riskin would éffect the Eollywood Writers.Mobilization,
" which they control, since most of the scrlpts alread:y complet.ed would have
-7 %o be redoney ( (100-102217-13) . e P,, -
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" Fhe I:aague oi’ Ameri can Wnters, aecording "w Harvay Gd.lbart Wolf
: a confidential informant of the los Angeles Office; was originated in - .
{@arkov, Russia, in Hovember, 1930, and in the United States in 1935, "
This informant :mdicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of
American Uriters was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to
 bring the uriters employed in the motion picttn'e industry under the in=
- fluence’of the League of American Writers and the Commnist Party, USA, :
it bsing pointed out that this League was the foremost front organization T A
operating in the so-cellad cultural and intellectual fields. R -
' : (100-102217-7X)
~ The source stated that. the Congress of American Revolutionary :
. Uriters formed the League of American Uriters, it being pointed qut that
the latter organizatiou tms deelafed subversiva by the At.torm‘y Gena'al
'anrmys,l%zc : . F j
B.dﬁtional informat.ion relativa to the Comumst dnraeter af
the League of American Triters was set forth herstofore in connection , -
wvith the Saction entit:l.ed “Joi.nt Fact.-Finding Gonm:ittea, California et @
Legislature“ Ve T E T i i

- : 'i'hare is set forth hereinafber Lawson's connect.ion with the League '
as well as data demonstrating the comtrol and direction vzhich he exerted
over this organization. The most pertinent information in 8 regard waa
obtamed from-a- hlghl;r confidanti.al and rellable sourceﬁ-. y

. On March 25, 1939, an article appeared in the Peoplea World -
entitled “Eol]ywood Writers ask Enmtry for German Exile". The article
. stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of -
- American Writers-was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depard- .
- ment permit the entry of Prederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
. .and film seript writer., The wire sent to the State Department was
L sigled hy John Boward Lawson, among others. - (61_7551-273)(12) '

In June, 1941, an article appeared in the Daily Worker emtitled . -
; “‘c’rritars Open Congress with Peace Rally". It was stated that some.of -
.~ America's best known novelists, posts, art-isbs and literary critics raised -
. their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth
American Fﬂtax‘s' Congress. dJohn Howard. La*zrson was listed as heing one of .

' the speakers. ' (100_31091 ‘SubA)

- On Becember 28, 1941, Ualter Tetex-, 4524 Cold Uat.er Canyon Avenue,
' _Horth Hollymod, California, a- conﬂda:rbial informant of the Los Angeles ﬂ

E“ecmical Survexllance on tha realdence of John Howard Lawaon-]@m
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: a The Jamary 193% 1ssue of the . “Labor Dafenderﬂ publ:.ahed monthly

_ . by the Intérnational labor Defense, 80 East 1lth Street; Fez York City, us.t.:;_

\- - ¥William L. Patterson @nd Basha Small as editors, -listed John Howard Lavsom
.~ - as being on the Editorial Board. A highly confidential and delitate souree

7 4n 1945 identifled Sasha &nall as. 2 member of -the then, COnmunist Pb]iﬁeal
e &ﬂsﬂciaﬁ‘m« : ety RS (100—17319—3 p’?) . 2 e

S, In Febmary, 193’?, the i’omat.ion of t.ha &mexican Sod.erby for A

" Pethnical Aid'to Spaifish Democracy with temporsry quarters at 3 East z?th :
Street, New York City, office of the New Hasses, was: announced by Waldo Frank,

. novelist and lecturer. The officers vere 1isted as-John’ Howard Lawson > o

' secretazy, and t?illiam Bromlar, Treasumr, . (1n0—1469-31 p19)

: In a’ letter da%ad Decemt)ar 3, 1938, issued ty’ t.he h‘at:.onal Com—'

. mittee for Péople's Rights, formerly the Hational Committee. for the Defense

. . of Political Prisoners, 216 Clark Building,. Birmingham, - Alabama, Johm ..
Hm:rai-d Laz:son was listed as, treamrer of the organization. ; (61 ,?5 59-3385 xl)

i Gonfidenta.al Informm:t Wo Ho Leathars_., formerly an’ mformnt of
‘ the &tlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1941, that the National"
- Committee for the Defense of Politieal Pn.aoners and -the International Iahar
Defense are toth Commnist front. organizations and are.closely associated
and were created by the Party to handle and protect comrades who became -
involved with the law and alse to seize upon thoge cases where. the Party. "
~+ can secure publicity. According to the informant, the International - Labor . -

. Defense has close contact: m.th the, mrloers and is ‘usually opara‘bed by the

e mddle class of pmplea (100_3..33 Sec._ 2 %r. 3)

' On the back ofa pamphlet published i.n 1940 by the Jmiah Peaple’s
: ..Coramitt.es 5.100 Fifth Aveiue; New York City, entitled “For United Action in .
i\ the Strugle Against anti-Semitism and Fascism¥; appears a list of the sponsors
: oi‘ ‘this o ganization., The name of Johp Hovard I.a'crson ig included. 4
: | a confidential source of. the Hew York Office has stated 4;%ﬁm " OTHER ¢ .
eople's Committee is a Comnist-—inspired gz‘oupn (100—11380—16 ph-b3
61-7590=404) .,
In the Peoples Daily World for June 1'7,, 1941 S an ar‘bicle sppears .
\ attacldng ‘the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the form of statements of L
‘varicus members of the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges relgcased by the .. -
Committee headquarters at 1265. Broadway, New York City. . Included among = - 2. g
individuals \commenting on’ ‘the conduct of the Bridges: hearing and t.he ac‘t.ivities
of the FBI vras John Boward I.awaon, playmight and screen writarﬂ.

(39-915 -1382)

TR @RH
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T . Aconﬁdanﬁialawm (mshmmmgeonofﬁwormborneammh -y
S Assaaciatim,, 80 Tast 11th Strect, Now York City) advised thet John Howasd
. lLggeon was o spongor. of the Schappes: Dofonae . Comidtes which wos foundsd
. 4n How York City in July, 1941, to raics funds for and help prosecute the
dofonas of Morris Us Schappes former City Colloge: instyuctor vhowag - - -
_ sentonesd to noprison terd in the State Pondtentiary. for perjury arising out
of & 19L1 inquiry dnto Communism in educational 4Angtitutions. The erpross
purposa of the Cormidtee as set forth inone of ite pamphlets was "o help
- ‘progocuts tho legad defense, to scquaing tha Tahor novengnt, tho oducationnl .
world ‘and tho general public with ¢he issues involved in-this case, t0 raise
-mmia for the: d@i’anaa s.md to’ healp aemmeslggpgﬁhmaeodcpm&wt upon h?.mo
=29=3l pg:L
Lt Om D@mb@sa 19, 19&1,, accoﬂﬁng to & highly confidmpial :aource@‘-
on un!mcrm POrSON r:an‘bac%od Leweon’e wife to tell her of a weory "pethetic
 tolegran® veceived from Edvard Barsky, heod ‘of the Joint Anti-Faselst
- Rofugoe Corsiittoee, it belng roted that Barsky wag. recontly given 8 jail
. eontenso for rofuging to produce the. yeeords of the JAFRC for the Houso 5 R
. Unwfmerican dctivities conmﬁwaa ﬁccoz‘ding tﬂ t.ha inf’omzmtp Q}-xia t@l@a ¥ o o
-graammiasfollmaz""* _ '

"TRYI&G ‘R} Q'EJT MWY &ﬁTI-FA%IS? ‘-E.G}PLE (ﬁ! T&r,; Iaﬁ&? BQ&T f}iﬁ.’ o M e T o ‘
531" mm:u SI}!%H) 3"9?&3‘3 ﬁ’? GE!E&TES? P{SSIBLE SAGRIFIC& - e ":_1'- E. S
0 100=2L499~76. pg 10, ; S
L . On Jamuary 165 191;3,, a highly confidentisl souves’ (t@ehnical B
B survaillaties on rosidence of Horber Bibemnen) reported thel Pibersan vas _
~* eonculted cancerning @ letter issucd by M. Femits, Negional Seerctary, .
" Hatdonal Pederation for Concbitutional Liderties, adviming thot thieg cm%e@
ups starting a campsipn agsinst the Dies smt-zm and wanted the Hollywood
poopla 20 do sonething eboud:it, -Although the informant was wnable o -
aseartain the name of tho man with whom Mberman congulted on fhis date, '
4¢ wos dotempined by andthor Mghly confidential sourcod on Jemmary 18, 19!43,
‘ . that John Hovard Lowoon hed directed Elissbeth Leach ¢o pick up this le?.‘wf
b  from Dibeiman. I io notod that Blizedeth: Isach wae the Organizar of the
. - THorthrost Soction; Los Angoles County Copmmmict Party at the timo, I should
"~ bBo nRed that the ﬁaﬁenal Pedoration for Constitutional Libordlies wap
_d@fslnmﬁﬁ gubversl ve bgrt'tm Eg%tamey G@m on July 31, 19L3, in that it me
- within purvicy of the Hatch _
e, Aot 100-241,99-23L pg 17

[ . On Yapch 12, 19h3, 4% wan rerorded by Havvey Gllbert Wolf, &.
" 'coni‘iﬁamial ini’ommt of the Loo Angeles Office; that Herbord Bibegman,)
. Cale Soadcrgonrd, Fdiayd Piberman and his wife ﬁonja Dahl, lirse Eva
© Piberman, Anthony Ellis and iisllen Ellis, his wife, would all attend the
- Joing Anbi-Pasciet Refugee Cémittee rally held at *the Philpnrmonic Auditorium, @
I8 was poin%@ﬂ cu® that Sonja !ﬁbamn was. the fame? Hollywaod Chaimana ' -

Erachniml :Barwillam@ on. the waiueme of John Hmrard ’ .

e x SECRET
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o bear in thia i'egard.. Iluring the cunversation, aecording to' the
informant , it was pointed out that the Los Angeles: -Section of the Free
ﬁorld Asso Ujoa.on had not as yet revoked Point’ #.l of its Aims and Pur- .

PORER. f (100-24499-311 pl5)." . T .

The name. of John Howard Lawson appeared as a aponsor on a
circular dlstrimwd by the American Youth for ‘DemocTacy, 1567 Broadmay,
Dehmit, hhchigan, dated December 20 1945. . ( 61 ,?77_15_2,?9) -

In TNovenbsr _1945, aecordi.ng to a hxghly conﬁdenta.al source* '
Lawson conferred several times with Mildred Raslin, Executive Secretary

- of the People's Educational Center, ‘described as the organization created
and dominated by the Commmnists to spread Commni st philosophy, and these
‘conversationsmde it clear that lawson was becoming concerned over the . A
$3,000 or $4,000 vhich he personally had guaranteed for this organization
in the way of printing bills and incidental expenses. The same source
indicated that Lawson felt that the orgam zation was not going to be able .
%0. repay this money to him. During the same period, the same source was
present when -Lawson conferred with waldo Salt, Commnist sereen writer,

- regarding ways and means-of raising $5,000 for the benefit of the People's
Educational Center. lLawson also advised this informant that he was planning
to take a hand in the reorganization of the staff of the People's Educa=
tional . Centar, commenting that he di @?)think that the personnel wias

or@nized in the most affectwe w@ (100-2 4499-369 p3)
' et

_ Aceordmg to a pamphl ed by the los Angeles torkers School
- John Howard .Lamwson, together with Albert laltz and other invited lect.nrers,
were to be the instructors at the course entitled "The American Democratic -
Tradition®, an eight-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given .

. .at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th Street, los Angeles. Of all the -

* courses taught at the Workers School according to this pamphlet thls was
“the only one . not bein gﬂtaught at the 1Eﬁ’orkex‘e: School proper located at 222
Best 3rd Strest, los geles. This course, according to ‘the booklet, tgill -

. be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of our

$ nation; the demecratic conditions’ throughout the development of our people.

" Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the growth, problems
and developments of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War
and reconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist movement, -
the First World War and the present war for national survival®, It is to be
-noted that thig is not the same course that was given by Lawson at the school
for the League of American Vriters entitled "Our Demoeratic’ Heritage". - The los
‘Angeles Workers School, founded in 1939, according to the pamphlet, bases its

- studies. on the various teachings Yin social sciencess.larxism...the theory and -
practice of the working class and the people's movement throughout history®.

- The entire Board of Directors of the Workers School are Commnists, according
- to a confidential informant, Harvey: Gilbart. Wolf, who also indicated that
Vo .1 this scheol is the edncat.ional plant for the Gommnnists in Los el County.

; (1C0=-24499-234
ﬂi‘eehn:.cal Sur?eillance on t.he residence of JOhn Howard
t’
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N The above referred to pamphlet also stated that. recsnt-ly  in- a

spaech of three hours. at the. "People's Educata.onal Center" John Hof:ard

Iawson made such stataments ass i
: "American policy is the same as it was a’o Veraaﬂlés‘ ;' 'to
destrcy demncracy wherever 1‘0 appears. mit By _
' "'"The Earxiat- theory i.s t.he only sound baa'is for hist.ory ”
,teaching. B St e g S E SR el AR B e s
'ﬂ‘i‘he vvoica of Wmes ia the voice of one of t.he most selﬁsh S ek B i &

Rl The Dacily People'a World i.ssae of September 1.9, 1946, carr::.ea a
an- ‘grticle that the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Fegro Congress mld
. . .convene on September’22, 1946, for a mass medting calléd.for the over all
o .. endorsement, of the Fa:.r mployment Pract.icea Act, &ccording to this art-icle,
“U 0% John Tripp McTernan' had been selected to lead a:panel discussion on the t.opic
. “"Police Brutality“" ‘A similar article was carvied im the California Eagle, .
" Hegro newspaper ‘published in Los. #ngeles by one'Charlotta Bass, ‘a prominent "
-Communist Party . line, follower, reflecting that ‘this National: I\.‘ag‘n Congress . . '
. :would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on’ Sunday,:September 23, 1946, -. Spaakers
.1 gted gt this méeting included John Howard Lawson; motion . picture writet’;
" "Colonel James Roaae\relt;“Phillip\M. Lonnelly; Williau Bidner,’ Etecutive Sacre‘bary
R £ !Ioh!.hzata.on for Democraqy, end ﬁlbert Dekzer, motion: p:.ct.ure a.ctor. Gioit A
iz 3 (97 913529 p3)." OTHER 4
e In Hovember, 1946 | ‘a former. oonﬁdent.ial informant
Hefh -oi‘ t-he Loa Angeles Office. advissd that John Howard Lawson was President of -
..+ the Iincoln Commnity Book Center and that Waldo Salt, a kmown Commumist, = -
¥ - according to a highly. delicate ‘and ireliable source, is Vice: President. Tha
. infarmant-alsoascertained that the bank account of the Lincoln: Commnity -
Book Cent.er wﬂl substantiate Lawaon‘s presidencyfand ano’c-her highly - C RNt o
~'fidemtial source* has-described this organizat.ion 3s the administrative ‘.-:, A e o e
‘. apparatas for_the | coln’; Book Shc;p which 1s oparatad by t,he Commmist Party ’

o R iﬂ H°n3 :d'j @ W< A TR T “1l. OTHER 4

ks “.Informant |: s wiigday s, of the: Sedurdty et National Bak
:of Los Anghles, has advised that Lawson has:.contrituted considerable sums of e
| .. money 4o’ t.he S.‘ullowmg organizations, somdhimes in t.he amunt of ow.-r $1,000
per months P S SISy W 3 PR )
3 L Hollywood Democrat.ic Committee, Lay '%
. . Bollywood Independent. Citizens commit,t.ee of Arts, Sci.ances ans &,gﬁl
. Professions;. .. ' - . L

Peaple'a Ecmcat.mnal Cerrher 5. '

e :Er'admical Surveillance on the residenee of John Howard Iewson%ﬁg
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" udio labor organ:.aatinn the comrades had only
ﬁlgezhgwsgess. The painters®- uni;n went over to the side of
. the revolution. The Screen Writers® Guild joined the Popular .-
' Front; despite trave attempts of the Authors' League of America -
to wrest the Hollywood ‘section .from the Stalinist grip. In the
: fdrious fight against.the fascistst!~-meaning anyone who- objected
. % -.te Communist domination=Donald Ogden Stewart acted as general- ‘.
issimo with such fine liéuteénants as Dudley Hichola, Prances -
Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shau, Tess Slesingar,
" Sam Ormitz; Fraak Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Lillian Hellman,
.. Boris Ingster; John Howard Lauson,:Lester’ Bole, Joel Sa;rre, and -
e &dahne mt.hvm. (100-24499-66 p3)

P P Ty Discont,inued Technical Surveﬂlance on the Ameriean Youth fozf =

g 8 Democracy and Confidential Informant Richard V. Servidio advised that g

-+ . John Howard lawson wag one of the sponsors. of a "second anniversary dinner® .
. . -given by.the American Youth for Democracy; a’ Inown Communist- domnated :
“.... groap; on.December 12; 1945, at, the Hotel Roogevelt, New York City.

""" purpose of the dinner was "to welcome home ‘discharged- vet.erana, to pay

-7 “4ribute to the contributions of the young men and women of our armed forces
_and to dramatd.z:e t.he posl‘.-mar problems of yauth . "¢ 61—7’?'? -3 4-182)

& In March 1945, the National Federat.ion for Constituti@nal Libertiea :

- 205 East 42nd Street, Hew York City, issued a public statement in support of the -

- army order making Commmnists and Commmnist Party. sympathigers eligible for-

. Aray Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not the
propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to the United States”. The
‘statement of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was endorsed

" by numerous people and the name of Jolm Howard Lawson, playm@t, Hollywood,

_. appeared on this list. It ismnoted that the National Federation of Constitu-

tional Liberties was declared subversive by the &ttorney Genaral in July,

s (100-1170-298)

e ' According to the Jamary 30, 1946 iserue of the Dailz.'r I%rker, Lawson
vas quoted as saying: -~ - . et : .
_-.' g mmt very much to demnstrat.e mthmrtioular enphas:.s the mle w
: of the Hegro in American life. Since our history has been written
tt:i white historians and since no influential ones have been from .
.+ ' the South, the contribution of the Heg'o pecple and the:i.r leadera
~'.. .has been completely suppressed“ dhae

; In thi.a artd gle, La'asan was described as "one of &merica s outstand:.ng ;
historlans, author of the authoritative theater and technique of plaamritmg, L
- and a. successful sc.x'een mter". ' 3 e
' _ (100-24499—371 p2)
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On- Fetfuary '7, 194'?, accormng to a hi.ghly confi.dential sources
- Lon Harris, 4215 Troost Avemue, North Hollywoody California, a free lance
writer and producer as well-as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard -
Lawson and told Lawson that he was leaving for Englend at the end of
month.. The source advised that Lawson and Harris are close friendsoé%:
this same regarddn Felruary 14, 1947, another highly confidential sou cey
@ 7. crophone] survirllance on the Soviet Consulate Log &ngalesinreporbed
. at Lou Harris' called at the Russian Vice Consulate in Los Angeles and Nt
there met Eugene Pavlovich Tumantsev; Soviet Consul}fHarris andfffumantsevFo~
talked for approximately one hour during: which time Harris pointed out that -
the writers in the motion picture industry had a very. difficult time pre~
* genting "progressive ideas" in their stories inasmich as the producers were
Txick to delete them. -Harris commented that he was leaving on February 26,
947, for Fondon from New York City on a tmsiness tri d asked Tumantsev
. thether he should "wai} and see what happens® or apply immediately for a -
v "~ visa to enter Pol According to the informant,:Harris and)fumantgev - %
l\\_ : appgared quite congenial 5 d the latter evinced cmsiderahle erest in the -
- motion picture industry /@A (100-240334-6) iy _

E&‘edmical Surveillance on the residmce of John Hmrd LBWOM\
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ﬁmey Gilh@rt ﬂelf’, a confman%iai {nformant of ¢the Eos ﬂagales

: _Ofﬁca, g%ated that a8 & lecture in June, 1942, before a school of Stho Leoogus

of Amsricon Vriters, Lavoon stated that on the day that Saeco and Vensettl
vere executod in Massechusetts, August 27, 192‘?, he, Laveon hed Yoen arrosted
in Beston for pieketing the State Capifol. Uith vogard %o this polf-adnitied
errest of iewgen, the inforrant stated thet Eaveon tocome @ lobor ggilater
meny yeors ago end wvent to Bimmisgiom, Alabame, to partiecipate in a strile _
in the steol mille in thot eity im 1934, According to confidential info¥mant

. Harvey Gilder$ Wolf, Im:raon vag arrested on May 17, 1934, on a chavze of

eriminal lidel growing out of am article vhieh was vridtten by Lavson in tho °

- Ph2ily Uorker®, Bev York City Commanist nempap@x, &mfen&ing a Corauni o

organiser, Harold Rolston. It is observed that Lavsoa'’s FBY nnm‘he? 1o -
3021790 snd that his record im %hic regard roflects that he tne orrosted in

. Birpinghen on Hey 17, 1934, by the Birminghsao Police Dopartmont oa %he eharge

of being & Commmist. Te was :aelaaaod on %ha 8ER0 d@. - iy
- (100-24499-156 pp 69 & 70) ;

0fficer Harless of the mrmin@m Poliee naparsmt i'cla.teﬁ %he
folloving information ul%h regard %o the avrest of ILavson in Birminghem,
Algbenn, May 17, 1934, Harless sold that he ressiled that the poliee'bzdka
up a Comimnis® meeting at vaich lmveon vas present and that Bowvson was. thos
turned over to Officer §. ¥. Hooor and Officer P. €. Cole vhs weve m&li@g
Gonmani st natters at the time for the Diminghen Polics llapar%msnso i TR,
thie connection Captain €. L. Mullens of the Birminghem Police | tmen®
stated that Lavson was-defonded by & lawyer named Herold Baloton from Eetr E’ark.
Heo alse recalled that a vemen named Jeme Spocd, a vell-kmova Cermmnist. - _
organiger, vas also present at the mesting at vhich Eauvson was ervogted. ‘i'ho
records of the Birminghom Pelice Department further revealed the fbl]:mﬂng
infermation regarding NAlexesnder E. Rascolin, rgporieély also arrestod - with:
&auaonx Qtha men ip’an Internationel Zabor Defemse Attormey fras Wew: Yoﬁk
Gi%y. He vsi very petive in 1934 end 1935 in Birminghanm ond was orrésted bty
‘the Birminghan Pelice on May 17, 1934. Uhile in Birminghem, he contocted
severel lavyers in an effort to secure thely services in resding pards of
the Interncticasl Iobor Defense. This man is very high im the G@mnnist ?aﬁ?tzyo
His Bimin@am police number is [L=26589°7, (100=-24-499=177) "

‘Ezm ey York Pimes morgue conteined two articles remﬁin th:a , _- EoRT

¥ ar?eu% of Lawvcon at Birmingham, Alsbema. The first srticle dated ﬁnly 8,
1934, mﬂeeted that Iswson wae arrested on that datc and released usider: h@aa"

of 3300 %o sppecr in Recorder's Court the following dey. The arresy !‘allomﬂ"--
& .confereneod betueen lr. Lawvson end five other Fev Yovkers and V. D, Qnms,

Commissioner of Public Safety at Gity Hell., The artiele further rovosled .
that. on Hay 17, 1934, Lavson was token inte custody by polies, fmﬂntaﬂ.'“- :

 photographed and relessed. 7his arsicle, referred to cbove, dated Usy 16,

N
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1934, is also in the Wew York Pimes files. ' The charges, im acn:haatien with
8 pnblication that appaarad in tho Dau,p' Uerkar in vhich'a m;deneamr conr%
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