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.~ Mr, Powers

g 4 1942, .
oW, Wilson Company 1thunsobwvedthntthuo‘ue¢n
".m:.;w of lawson reflécting he is of mh ;au_:_,,. :
uﬁmznnynmmhvo mwb&m
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in 1919, this mrriage t.armimting in divoroa in 1925 and resulting 1n one
son. ‘lawgon is presently married to Susan Edmund Lawson from which marriage
_a son and a daughter have resulted. lawson, according to the book, claims
he is a member of the Council of the Authors League. of America, a former '
President of the Screen Writara Guild and a member of tha League of ?
american writara. 5 : ; _

i JFurther, alippings m,cluded :.n t.he alumni filaa of the m.uiama
ceallega revaaled the following itama:

1 October 15, '1936, Lawdon ms on the Advisory Board of the
Dramatist Play Service, Inc., 938 Bact 38th Street, New York City;
established by the Dramatist Guild of the Authority League of Americaj.

March, 1936, Lawson testified before the House Patents Committeo Mearing' for -

the. Dramatiat ‘Guild of America in oppoaition to the: Duffey Bill designed
40 modernize. the 1909 copyright laws, . In May,; 1937, he produced a play
entitled "March Song® dealing with & sit-down strike in an auto fact.oryl
fhe home address of Lawson was given as 2270 Laurel Canyon Boulevard, ...
'Hallywood s California; business address 7210 Santa Monica Boulavard, Los
~ Angeles; permanent addrele Horiohea 5. Long Island; occupation, playwrighto
" (100-24499~229)
_ ‘Who's Who, 191.6-1947 reflects that Lawson also wrote Succasa at.aery,
_ 1932; Tha Pure ifi Heart, 19343 Gentlewoman, 19343 Marching Song, 1937;
* Theory and ‘Téchnique of Playwriting; 1936. - It was also said that recent
motion pictures of Lawson were Action in-the: Nort.h Atlantic, 1943 3
Sahara, 194_5 3 and Comterattack 19459 ,

/"It 18 to be noted 'r.hat Iamon 13 preeantly a f‘ree lanoe writer a.nd.

his most. raoent mot:ton pictura is, “smash up. *

ALIE(HTIONS REGARDING IAWSOH“S MUNISP PARTY WMBBRSHIP

§ it ', : Teat.ifying befora tha Joint Fact-Finding cmnmittee - califarnia.

: Legialnture,, 4in the fall of 1944, lawson, under cath, denied that he was a

" member of the Communist Party. -However, a reliable informant jdentified -
Jawson as a member of the Communist Party in“1941’and has stated tha.t

lawson is a "Communist Party: menber, & plagwright; and a' leader of t.ha

. (gammnist Party fraction among the artists ‘of all varieties ‘in Holj.ywoodo“
Discontinued paid’ confidential informant of LA office, William Hynes LA3)

Ina sworn. at-atament wh.i.ch Réna Vale gave to. the Jo:l.nt. Fagte

f F:i.nding Ccnmittee, ‘california. Legialaturg, John Howard LawSon wag idontii‘ied ‘

-ap a member of the COmmmia'b Par'by. She atatad that he was ac‘bi\m in’

et ot

e a——— 8 -
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~ I1I. _OTRER EVIDFNCE OF LAWSON'S 0O 87 A¥

CORYIDEN AL

ARONT Fr‘\ \1

Communiist circles in Hollywood when she was in the Communist i’arty and that
in Commnunict meetings, Lawson had stated that Communist propagands must be
integrated into all screen plays.

ieetings of the Plenary Basaiona of the Natlonal Committes of the
Communist Party were held on June 28 and 29, 1941, William Z. Fostler,
- James %, Ford, Alexander Bittelman and "numerous other high ranking
Communist leaders'were alleged to be in attendance and John Howard
Lawson waep alleged o have attended those meetings as & deleg;ate
fyom California.leno furnished to Chicago Office by Col. Walter L. Fubershaw,
rep of the Carnegia I1l, Steel Co. 100-24499-3) '

In 1941, the Communist Party was in the process of realigning
its Districts throughout the country as well as reorganising its
atructural setup. Distriet Wo. 13 was to include all of the States
of Californis end Nevada; and 'was to have centralised offices at
121 Haight Street; San Francleco, as well as in Loe Angeles. The
San Francisco @ffice of District Ko. 13 was to be headed by Steve !‘ielaon
and Betty Cannett wan to be the Organizational Secretarxy.

John Howard Lawson and Rerbert Biberman were to contrel the -
woml work in the Hollywood Area. (Confidential informant OTHER 4

of Chicago Office. 100-16227-20 p. 5).

In 1941, data and information from Hexico City to New York and
return was allegedly handled by a courier system with a person named
Kathryn Burke being Chief Director of Courier Operations. She
reportodly acted as a contact for Gale Sondergsard,; wife of Herberi
Biberman, IMrector and Producer; and close associate of Johm Howard Lawson,
who handled the material at Los Angeles. All material from
los Angeles and the Pacific Coast being sent io Rew York City was
carried by John Howard Lawson who reporiedly made frequent trips to
Bew York. Allegedly when Larson arrived in New York, New
York, bhe immediately went % the office of the Lsague of American
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guidance of the Gc:mittee, 20 exploit names of important individuals in the
* furtherance of the Communist Party line. It has been atated ‘that
the program of the Hollywood Demooratic Commltice was not only parallel with
that of the Communist Party line, but that the orgenization was dominated
and inspired by persons of a Communist character, including John Howard
Lawson. (Confidential Infarmant Harvey Gilbert Wolf of the Los Angeles
Office.) (10C-197270-2)
5 Acoording to articles appearing io the Los Angeles newapapers,
| the Hollywood Ayta, Sciences and Frofessions Council of the Progressive
I Citizens oi America, formerly known as the Hollywood Democratic Committee,
I - held a five day conference at the Boverly Hills Hotel, commencing Wodnesday
evening, .July 9, 1947. f‘hey ammounced that the purpose of the
conference was to examine current restrictions on media of expreasion
- 4n the United States, and that the theme of the conference was
|' Pihought Control in the United States.™ Hr., Howard Koch, writer
i and former chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and
| author of the screen version of "ligsion to Mosccw," reporiedly
l introduced John Howard Lawson as one of the main spsakera
on the program. Hoch identified Lawson as one of the countiry's
foremost scholars and one who had just completed a four velume "History
f of the United States.® (100-24499-401) :

E————————

|
| . -
{ The Hollywood Writers Hobilisation was formed very soon
f after the attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, and was
| - @stablished by persons who were most active in the League of
| Anerican Writers. According to information contained in reports of
‘ the Joint Fact-Finding Committee, Cslifornia Legislature, based
on informpation developed in connection with interviews conducted
[ of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood Writers
Hobiligation was under the control of the Communists and had numerous
J contacts to supply the plectures which were baing released in the
| liberated countries. (100-102217-14)
|
|

? -10 -

CONFISENTIAL -

- — |
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1mcrmant of NY Ori‘lce) (100-11380—16 P b= 65, 6127590-Z0%)

= ,attad:ing the Federal Burcau of Investigation in'the form of statements -
.., of various mewbers of the Cltizens Committoed for Harry Bridges relemsed == . .~ i
by the Commities. headquariers at 1265 Broadway, New York City. ‘Included ' 00
. among individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearfng 0.7 T
.- and the activiti¢s or the . FBI was John Heward La.waonp ,“Playwright s
;e .nnd _screen. wrlter. = (39—015—1 "&2) s , c o LT

T sponsbr of the Schappes Dafense Committee which was. founded 1n ;o
- Vew York City iu July, 1941; t© raise funds for ‘and help prosacut.a ;
the defense of Moryia U.. Schﬁppes former City College instructor -

' _educational: institutionso The.express purpose of. the Committes
‘.- as 'set forth in one ofits pamphlets wag "o heélp.prosecute the™ ' e
55 legal defensa; to- acqwaint the labor movemnt, the educational mrld mnd 100-29- 3

': -Detroit, 19 ohig;an, dated Bacember 20, 1945°
R 777-15—?79) o

Johi Howiid Lawsori, together with Albert ¥alts and other:invited lecturers,
B Tradition,® an eipght week course, -tuition $3, - The coursc was to ‘be given

_.fcourses taught at the Workers Sch?ols according t,o t.his pamphlst, Itm.s ms

On, tha baol' oi’ . pamphlet puhlmhed in 1940 by the Jaw;ia
Paople ‘a Commi ttea; 100 Fifth Avenve, New York City,. entitled; &l
"For United Action in’ the Striggle Against ‘anti~Semitism’and i ¢ AT . T S
- Fascism," appoars-a list of the sponsors of this: wg&nimtﬁ.ono N T IR e W

'ihe mme of John homrd. Lawaon ig includedo e A N R He

14 has. Béeh eturged ‘hat the Jewleh veopls"e Committe@, TR R T
which develonad into the current organisation l:nmm a5 the Amrican OTHER 4
-Jewish Labor Council; was a Communist irspired groupu ([ | conf, e

'In the Peoples Daily World. for June 175°194), an - ar'ciole app@ara '

PR

1t haa been alleg;ed ‘uhat. John Hovrand Lawson waa a’

who was sentenced to & prison term in the State Penitentiary for .
perjury arising out of a 1941 inquiry into Communism inm -

the ‘goneral public with the issues involved .in this: casey to raise funds P 40" ol
for the:dé%enge and 1o help Schappes support ‘those dependent upon him.". G s
(n‘ash coverag_,e on_office of Labor Research Association, 80 E 11th: St. NYC)
' %he name of ‘John Howard Lawson appesred as & sponsor on &
c’*rcnlar digtrituted by the Amorican Youth for: Demcraoy, 156'? Bx'oad'?ayp

Aacnrding to a pampblet isaued by t.ha Loa ﬁngelea Fiarkars Schoolp
were to be the instructors at-the course entitled, . "The American Democratic.

at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th Streat, Los Angeles. Of all ths -

ke
|
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Test 5rd Stract, Log Angles. - Fhis courso, according %o the booklet, "will
be a lecture courge dealing with tho decisive periods in tho history of our -
nationy the democratic conditiona throughout the developmont of our peoplcs
Beginning with the colonial pericd, the cowrse will trace the growth,
problems and dovelopments of tho American tradition during the pericd of
$he Civil War and roconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populiat
movement, the Firgt World War and the prosent war for national survival.”
T¢ 48 to be noted that this is not the same courde’ that was given by lawaon
" at the gchool for tho League of American Writers, entitled, "Our Democratic
Eoritage." - The Los Angeles Vierkers School, foundéd in 1939; according to
tho pamphlot, bases ite studics on the various teachings "in social :

- 8cioncoe s arxien...the theory ‘and practive of the working class and tho

l* _ speoplets movemont throughout history.® Fhe entiro board of thé Workerd

; ' School are Cemmuniots, according to a confidontial informant, who also .

i . indicated that thic school is the educational p].ant for tho Communiate

in Los Angeles county. (Confidential informant Harvey Gilbett- ?Jolt‘ _

(100-24499-234 p 6) _  I& Office) ' N
In April, 1946, ‘the Motion Picture. Alliance, 159 ‘South Bavax‘lyr '

. Drive, Beverly Hills, Califernia, an anti-Comauniot group, publishod 2~

' pomphlet indicating that it desired to acquaint the membership t?ith uha%

"cmade I;maon“ rapreaenta. She pamphlet. et forths

g _ _ "i‘he follun:!.ng partial l'i.st of Coarade Lawgon'o affﬂiat:!.ona anﬁ
i activitieo is condensed from the official report of the Commitiec
© on Un-American Activities of the U. S. Houso of Reprogentativeo.
- Bvery organization and publication mentioned in thie list wap
-established to the satisfaction of the Committoe ag eithar a
Gommmist front., or. amuniat control‘leda o 2

e B “Member of tho Amerdican Committeo o Save hafugaaa (Fomer Qove
. ' Horbert L. Lolman of Hew York withdrew as a speakor at a banquet

from this group, giving as his reason that organiaationﬂ Opongor=
ing it wero Communist fromto)s -

aSigned Open Iﬁtter teo Preaident Rooaavalt demanding t.hat. wa
declare war on I?inland. : , .

"Hember of Amerioan aom:mea for Anu-maai Seaman. .
"Sponsor of American Peaca Mobilization whieh pickatcd the Whito
House during the Hitler-Stalin pact advocating llo Aid to Brita:h;
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National Committee. Eheae meat&ng ; atiended by V. J. Jerouﬁ, head of the

 Party's 'cultural commission,' heard the Lawaon report on the grcwth of
Communism in Hbllywood, indluding. j.-~. w e o Y

. Lawaon's success in recruitang atars, writers and other Hollya
wood figures to the ranka of the Communist Party

S w2, The extent of fund-raising among stars who gava money to the
: innumerable Red Fronts. .. ; ; :

”-,"3.‘ The ab;lity of the Hollywoou comrades to inject tha ‘party -
- line' into various movies in studios where the Reds had
influence." (100—9&499—A) ogks X,

" On June 1, 1947, an article appeared in - "The Horker“ entitled,
"Brig. Gen. Evans F. Carlson, Hero in Tar and Peace,” written by John

- Howard Lawson. The article eulogized the greatness of Carlson and con-

cluded with the statement, "Like the men who died at Makin and Guadacanal, . 5
‘he gave his life to make his country and the world frea.. Fhila we mourn

his loss, we. pledgp ourselves to continue the. fight..;

e (100-242115‘

ViI. CRBJ[INAL Rb&TJI{D -

Thare is an unverified raport that at a lecture in June, 19&2,
before a school of the League of American Writers; Lawson stated that on
the day that Sacco and Vanzetti were executed in Massachusetts, August 27,

- 1927, he, Lawson had been arrested in Boston for picketing the State

Capitol. It is further alleged, lLawson was arrested on May 17,
1934, on a charge of ‘eriminal-libel growing out of an article

- which was written by Lawson .in- the Daily Worker, described.as' a. Communist

east coast organ,. defénding a Communist or aniz%r Hi Rolston.
(100 24499-156 pp: 69-& 70).. %arvex ‘Gilbert ¥ olf, X ngeles.

It is observed that the New York Times morgue refers to two

. .articles regarding ,the arrest of Lawson., . The first article .dated July 6,
. 1934, reflects that Lawson was arrested at Birmingham, Alabama, on that

45§38

date and released under bond of $300 to-appear in the Recorder's Court .
the following day. "The arrest reportedly followed a conference between
Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W. Q.- Downs, Commissioner of Public
Safety at City Hall at Birmingham. The article_further revesled that on

R
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