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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

RCPORTINu O F FICE 

I 
OFF ICE OF ORIGIN DATE 

'

INVESTIGATIVE P ERIOD 

DETROIT NEW YORK 4/27/62 3/30 - 4/26/62 .. 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 

HARVARD E. IIEYSTEK · 
THE CRIMI~ "COWJISSI01f'; 
ETAL; 
DETROIT DIVISION 

CHARACTER O F CASE 

AR - CONSPIRACY 

REFERENCES: Bur~au airtel to Naw York, 3/29/62. 
New York airtels ~n rureau, 4/3/62 and 

. -Jf 
EnCLOSURES: TO BUREAU: 

4/6/62. 

r 

I 
TYPED BY 

fmp 

Original and one · copy of· a letterhead memorandua 
charac~rizing informantg utilized in instant repor~. 

APPROVED 

LEADS: 

DETROI'.r 
"" 

At Detroit, Michigan: 

1. Will follow nnd report evidence of personal meetings 
or cotmnmications by J OSEPH ZERILLI or WILLIAM TOCCO \'11th oe!.1bers : 
of the ,.Commission" in other areas. 

/) !/.' SPECIAl.. AGENT 
' IN CHARGE 00 NOT WRITE IN SPAC ES BEI..OW 

COPIES MACE : >J)/tf 

3 - Bureau (Enc. 2) · 
SEARCHED .. 

2 - New York (92-231G) SERIALIZED 

3 - Dctroi t (92-914l:::::tb...- INDtXED ----- ~ r ) .J _ __ -.:..:F....:...:',(_=-.,-_-D ___ - _ __ ./_-7'::~ ~1 . :_- l 
/, . ·/~ -..C..:-: _·~<~ 

------~~- F,~ ~rSE~M~IN~4~T-IO_N_R_E_CO_R_O_O_F_A_T_T_AC_H_E_D_R-EP_O_R_T------I-N-0-T-AT-10_N_S-----------------~~ 

:::~~-~~~ u.: :::::!.:::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: 
OATE rliD ....... .................. .................. ... ............... . ................ . 

:' 

HOW rli':J . ...... .................. ............................. .. .... . ................. . 

BY ................ ............ ..... , ......................... . ....... ... .............. . , .. 
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DE 92-914 

INFORMANTS: 

Identity of 
Source 

CG T-1 is 
CG f.~::·~3-C* 

DE T-1 is 
D~ :~70...C · 

DE T-2 .is 
BE 71Z-C 

DE T-3 is 
fOr4'JCt' PCI 

DE T-5 is 
DE i.i:-'8-c; 

l 

I 
DE T-6 is pr.r 
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Date 

9/8/59 

10/21/55 
11/30/55 
1/23/58 
1/21/50 
12/12/59 
11/20/60 ' 
11/23/GO · 
1/14/61 
3/11/61 
6/24/61 
8/5/61 
9/10/Gl 

1/8/58 

-3/24/58 

) 3/31/58 

9/27/61 
10/11/61 
10/25/61 
11/22/61. 
11/30/61 
1/10/62 
2/28/62 

1/15/58 

...... __..,.. ., 

Agent to Whom 
.. , l:""urnished .· . 

-
PALMER M.: WEE 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" n 

" 
" 
" \ 

JOSEPH E _. , ISEUAN 

JOSEPH E • ISEMAN 
JAJJES L •• SHANAHAN 

JOSEPR E~ ISEMAN 

ROBERT N .:• FITZP 
" - I 
n I 

" 
" 
" 
" 

GEORGE L~) BLUE 

-c-
COVER PAGE 

I 

Location 

-
],~'( ·7"!-6D 
l3 7 -'l.., ·:' 1 
13'1~7 -J ·? () 
13'7~7.;153 
137. .. 7-1''10 
lS1:~~~193 
l .$Jf3::..134 

·_1~7;.-'/-193 

137-7··~00 
137 .,7 .;..2.0 5 
137!·7-~?:0 :; 

!l31f-7-!~10 

·. 137 .. 711-69 

92-218-535-334 

·137~:l2-37 

. . , 

OTHER 4 
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-1 
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' Co py to: 

Repor1 oF: 

Do te: 

. i 

,..-...._ (' 
·;:;-; -4 IT STATES. DEPARTMENT o"MU~ CE 

FEDERAL 8 L!REAU OF INVESTIGAT ION 

SA IlAHVAitD E. lU:YST!:K 
April 27, 1902 

O Ffice: DETROIT, UICIIIG.'\H 

Field OfFice Fit~ N o.: 92-914 Bur~ou Fil ~ No.: 

Titl~: 

Choroder: 

Syno psis: 

TBB CRitllltAL ''ComtiSSION~'; 
ETAL, 
DETROIT DIVISIO.~ 

Alrl'I•RACK:E1'EERING - CONSPIRACY 

Chicago source furnishe~ information describing JOSEPH 
ZERILLI of Detroit ns a mer.1ber of the "COtu:lission". 
Detroit sources advised ZEIULLI is t ho final authority 
iil ~tte:wrs i rz.y·olvinE tl'•~ r.ct-:'"vit "Syn~ icn.to ". Identities 
and ~cl<.~.rc!ises of past and present ttclc~cr statesmen", 
their sons , and individuals i dentified with the retroi t 
"3ynd:tca.te" cct out. No present iuforaation available 
:froa D~troit sources ns to meobcrship in "Causa Nostra" 
or idcntitiea of "button liltL'l", "ca~orcgima", or 
"consulcri '! :Activiti<:s of tte Detroit ''Syndicate" include 
numbers operations, racing inforr~tion servic~, bGrbute, 
crap g~cs, co.rd gruncs and shyloclctug . J0~)£Pii ZERILLI 
R(lmits bein~ i .n vicinity of J03F.P11 DA113ARA •a home on 
dn.te of .\palachin meeting:~ , 11/l-'1/57, but denied having 
knO".vlcogc of l~cetin:! or intention of attending. Dotroit 
nourccs · rcpor·~ hiGhly orgnnized and c!is9iplined cr1l.l1nal 
operntiou do<:linatcd by ZEniLLI and "elder statesmen" 
who r eceived a shsra ot the procce~s . 

' 

T bts <!ocuincnt contains ne ither recommendati'>ns nor conclu• ions ot the FBI. I t is the pror-e"ty or tne FBI and :s loan ed to your agency: It and 
· it.s. eontenta ar~ nut to b" distribut<-d odtside your :tgcncy. 
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... --"'l'cbnff~ by the Jewinh gaablcra "Who h&d ties with Cleveland 
,---· -- and Eas t Coa.3t Sicili~ns, but mtght be afrflid at losing 

control to t he Sicil ians . 'l'ho Hource cxpr!.'!lSed the opinion 
that 1 t reic:llt be necc=.ssa.ry to "clip" one or t "tJO of 'those 
Jc\7isb {~rm~l€r.9 in o1·der to convince thc~:a tha.t the younger 
men IJcau t bustncss. '1'ha source added that thc;-re o.ppea.rt!d 
to be a closer liaison betwee n the Detroit SiciliL~ and 
those in Chicago and other ci tica than there had been iD 
recent years. 

Scr.ttce advised on September 10·, 1961, that tho 
"outfit" was l'.nue that lUKE r.UDINO was then a. ''hot pac!tage", 
(being undet" inve--stigation in n Natio:ln.l Ba.n.l'.ruptcy Act case). 
source- aaid th:J.t for that reason Ru13IN~ no longer bad :my 
specific duties and had assumed about the sa3e position as 
ANGr:UJ !E:.LI, JO!m PniZIOLA, o.nd other "older st~teSnim1t' · 

./ . 

./1~ . IV-; . ,., 1'1 ~ 
• f »' 'I .,. I (" - '-· -j--:...J','\v-~ SOurcet DE .. 'i-8 

OTHER 4;: 

Source advioed on Ja~uary O, 1958, that in his 
opinion, there pxisted n. ''Mafia. ~()ni;rollf.'d" f~up ~«::.'!HJ!"!\lly 
kncrnn n:J the "Syndicate". no said JOE ZL'liLLI was rcgudcd 

- as the top man and th~t next to him would be WILLt.\U TOCCO. 
SO;.ll"CC aaid t hat he ,.as convinced that ZERILLI had the finn.l 

\WOrd in settling loc:U disputes, was a top policy ma.kcr,in 
Dctroi t • and vag a man of influence QDOng '1.ta11a membera •• 
throughout .tbe country. 

Source: / DE T4 I ..., 

SOurce adv1aod on l!arch 24, 1958 that gambling in 
Detroit was controlled by the "Italian Synclicate" nnd added 
that the top men were JOSEPH ZERILLI, ANGELO l.!ELt, Wit.LIMI 
TOCCO, JOHN P}1J.ZIOLA, Lillm RUBUZO, JOE "SC . .'ffiFACEtt 001WARITO, 
&nd PE~B LICAVOLI. nource ndvised that this syndicate 
controlled the numbers racket tc a largo cxt~nt, as wel~ ~~ 
handbooks, barh:.Lte, and footbAll pools. SOurce added that 

\ 

none· of tho top men. named performed any duties to his knowledge 
that \\~uld link them to ge.ttbling, but said that they bad 
trusted lieutenants to do tbcr oay to daJ work, maintaill a.ccounts, 
and split up tile proceeds. 

SOurce t DE T-4 . 

Source advised\ on £ ... ~ch 31. 1900, that he had teen 
f'~ploy~d by the ''Syndica.t~ f'~ thl\t, in his op1nlon,1t coas:i.stc~ 
of Pl.'TE LICAVOI..I, l1I.L.L~r~ JOE ZERILLI, ANGELO tmLI, 
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Jorm PRtZtOLA, und pos~.ibly JOE no:I·~waTO. Sourco se.id that 
as tar a<J he kocw J'lOSt o~these were Wc:!al thy ac:n who had 
no direct connection wltl(~Y of the n:;.;tivc r.;:anl>lin~~ operationa. 
na identified the ;.1en vn~o d'i .<.l tho wvrl~ and operated on a 
c~ily b~qia for the "~ylidicat~" ns l:!Ii~ n.tmtHO, tlAX STER.'f ao.d 
r!"'01n' G IACtU.0."1"'E • . I ,. 

Source adviacd on Sapt~mbor 27, 1961, that w1 thout 
qucstio."l the "top guy" in natroit was JOE Zl.:niLLI. So~ce 
said thnt more or les s in a direct lina under Zi~ILLI wcro 
''DLAC~{ BILL" 'I'OCCo, "PAPA JO:·m" Pnizror..A, AHGLLO trE.LI. JACKIE 
TOCCO, TOUY ZEaiLLI, lllLm l)OLIZZI, v..ucl TO)t"'Y 'l'OCCO. &>urce 
said th:i.t he h:W recently l e ru.·ncd''rcl:laul;,ru th:\t all tll~ 
ItiliAn numbers houses in Datroit ~p~e th~n counected. Source 
aaid th~t RAFFAELE QUASA.~~lO met uit~ other representatives 
ot each of the ItnliDJl ntWbcrs fo.c.tiono at tha end or the 
l!lOnth, nt "~hich ti.lae ca.cl1 hO\me mtl!;t bring its ta~>s which 
are tabulnted &.nd then. tho p1•ocaeds a..~o divided~ The r,ource 

- expressed the opinion th.a·t Guch a ctouthly division could only 
fu~Ve been orda1·ed by an individual with the ~~~er ·and st~ture 
ot JOE ZERILLI • and that the move w ruJ t13.de nccessuy in Order 
to stop the frequent rn.icls ma.do by v~·lous nWllbers housea iu 
1-ccrui ting succe-ssful nwabera pick up racn :frOll other bous€s, 
the overl&pping of bettors, and tlle R-J~avating in-fighting 
prf:valent in such buai.ncss operAtions. 

"""-t~C!. 'T~-,..._~ 
Seure~ve a list of the names, residences, and 

identification nU.l'.lbc..-rs, vhcro known, of the "eldflr stategncn", 
a list ot prominent sona of present 2l.ru.l former "tslder atatesnen ", 
and nancs, addresses ru1d idontificntion n~bers of individuals 
identified by rtetroit sources as bcir.g connected with the 
LICAVOLI- OO~tltAIUTO group, the CORn.AJ)O group, and the .PRIZtOlu".­
POLIZZI group in the Detroit area. 

"F;JJ>F.R STATEStm.N" 

H~ and Identification 
Number 

JOOm>ll ZER lLLI 
Detroit Police Department 
1111413 

YHLLIA1t "DLACK DILL" TOCCO -
Detroit volice Devnrtment 
#13817 

-8-
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Residence . 

702 lliddlcaex Road 
G>:osso Pointe PArk, 
llfichiga.n 

7&1 M1Jdl e3C.X Roud 
Gi.'OBSe POinte Park, MichigD-.'1 

./ 




