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New York, 3/29/6G2,
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characterizing informants utilized in instant report.
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T TIT  STATES DEPARTMENT Or4US CE

L FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to:
Report of: SA HARVATD E. HEYSTEX Office: DRTROIT, MICHIGAN
Dale:l | April 27, 19¢2 _
Field Office File No.: 82914 ¢ Bureau File No.:
Title:

THE CRIMINAL "CQIMISSIONY;

ETAL,

DPETROIT DIVISIGN
Character: )

ARTI-RACKETEERING « CONSPIRACY
Synopsis:

- - Chicago source furnished informatica describing JOSEPi

ZERILLI cof Detroit as a member of the "Conmission',

Potroit sources aavised ZERILLI is {tho final authority

i matiters involyving the Doctrcits "Syndicatn®, Idcontities
and addresscs of past and present “elder statesmen",
their sons, and individuals identificd with the letroit
"Syndicate" sct out. Ko prezent information available
froa Deztroit sources 88 to menbership in "Causa Nogtra"
or identities of "button n&n", “carvoregima", or
"consuleri" activities of the PDetroit '"Syndicate”" include
numbers operations, racing infornation service, barbute,
crap pgames, cerd gomes and shyloching. JOSEPH ZERILLI
adnmits being in vicinity of JO3FEPI DANBARA's home on
date of Apelachin meeting:, 11/14/57, but cdenied having
knowledge of reeting or intention of attending. Doetroit
sources report highly organized and disciplined criuiral
operation doainated by ZERILLI &nd "clder statesmen™
who received a shere of the proceecs,

This document contains neit ht.r recommendatinons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be dnstnbuu-d cdtside your agency.
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,,fJfEbuffed by the Jewish ganblera who had ties with Cleveland
e and Bast Comast Sicilians, but mipht bo afraild of losing
controi to the Sicilianz, 7The gource expreased the opinion
that it might be necessary to 'clip" one or two of those
Jewish gaallers in order to convince then that the younger
men mcant busincss. The source added that there appeared
to be n closer liaison between the Detroit Sicilians and
thoso in Chicago and other cities thaa there had beea in
recent yeaxrs.
Source advised on September 10, 1961, that the
"outfit" vas nware that UIKE RUBINO was then a4 "hot package",
(being under investigation in a National Bankruptcy Act cuse),.
Source said that for that reason RUZIND no longer had any
specific duticys and had assumed about the sane position as
A.HGILO *1:.:.1, JOIN PRI"IOLA, end other "elder statesnea".
4] OTHER 4.

- Source: IR T=8 ’712' & Jlgaripe

Source advigsed on January 8, 1958, that in his
opinion, there exiasted o “HMafin cantrolled" proup cenerally
nown ags the "Syndicate". e said JOE ZIRILLI was regarded

— a8 the top man and that next to him would be WILLIANM TCCCO,
Source said that he was convinced that ZERILLI had the final
\word in settling local disputes, was a top policy maker,in
Detroit, and was a man of influence anong “Hafia membera"
throughout the country.

_ a5 s Pri -
Source:” DE T«8 / 2\

Source advised on larch 24, 1958 that gambling in
Detroit was controllcd by the "Italian Syndicate™ and added
that the top mea were JOSEPH ZERILLI, ANGELO MELY, WILLIAX
TOCCO, JOHN PRYZICLA, MIKE RUBIKO, JCE "SCARFACE" ROMMARITO,
&nd ?ETE LICAVOLI. uource adviged that this syndicate
coatrolled the numbers racket tc a large exient, 2s well as
handbooks, barbute, aad football pools, Source added that
rone of the top men nased performed any dutics to his knowledge
that would link them to ganmbling, but saild that they had
trusted lieutenants to do the cay to day work, maintain accounts,
and split up the proceceds,

™

Source: ﬁE T=b

Source advise&\onl(;rch 31, 1958, that he had becn
employed by the "Syndicate’ and that, in his opinicn,it cousisted
0f PLTE LICAVOLI, Wik LI&j/TJu C0, JOE ZERILLI, AAGHMJ MELIX,

- 7 o
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JOIN PRIZIOLA, und possibly JOU DOTIARITO. Source said that

as far ag be imew mo3t ox/these were wealthy mcn who had

no direct conacction witlhy'\eny of the active ganbling operations,
o identified the neo vwid did the worl: and operated on a

c¢aily baszis for the "Sysdicate" as KIKE RUBIRD, MAX STERN aad
TONY GIACALONE.

Source: DB Tsh O 7oL TS - :J.L-P’f}
Source adviscd on September 27, 1961, that without
Ggucstlion the "top guy'" in Detroit was JOB ZINILLI. Source
said that more or less in a direct line under ZINILLI were
“"BLACX BILL"™ TOCCO, "PAPA JOIH" PRIZIOLA, ANGELO MELI, JACKIB
TOCCO, TONY ZERILLY, KILE POLIZZX, &ad TONY TLC0. Source
said that he had recently learned'clliably' that all the
- - Italian numbers houses in Detrolt vwere then counected, Source
gald that RAFFATVLE QUASARANO met with ofher repreacntatives
of each of the Italian nuabers factions at the end of the
moath, at wvhich time cach house must bring its tapes which
gre tobulated snd thea tho proceeds are divided. The source
— expressed the ovinion that such a woathly division could only
have becen ordered by an iadividual with the power and stature
of JOE ZIRILLI, aad that the nmove was mnade necessary in order
to stop the fregquent raids made by various nunmbers housea in
recruiting successiul nunbera pick up nen fron other houses,
the overlapping of bettors, and the nggravating in-fighting
prevalent in such business operations.
T*E‘zﬂ. Toeiouas
Seurcerpave a list of the names, residences, and
identification numbers, where known, ol the "elder statesmen”,
a list of prominent son3 of nresent and former "elder gtatesnen,
and nanes, addreuses and identificaiion nunbers of individuals
identified by Detroit Sources fs being connected with the
LICAVOLI~- DOMDMARITO group, the CORRALO group, and the PRIZIOLA=-
POLIZZI group in the Detrolt ares.

"ELDER ETATESURNT
lizme and Identification

Humber Residence
JOSIPH ZERILLI 702 Middlegex Road
Detroit Police Department . Groszse pPointe Park,
#11413 , Hichigan
WILLIAM "PLACR DILL"™ TCCCO - 741 Biddlesex Rosd
Detroit Police Department Grosse Pointe Park, Hichipgan
#13617
-.8-
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