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Released under ~ .Tnhn ,J K d A - -
. . -- · erme Y. ssass~nat~on Records Collection Act o:f 1992 ( 44 usc 2107 Note). DATE. 11-14-2011...-.._ _ .· ;,._, 1 . 

Cffice .Met~ ,.f-._ tum • uNITEr :D rov~MENT , 
t: 
1 

TO : 

\~PI.OM t 

Cr'\I~I=NTl~L DATB: nec-ber -~~. - ~ ... _ 

Legat, Havana (64-153) 

Director, FBI 

· · · ; - ~ ' f -.L ~ •. . ) I . .·· . . .. . ' ' · - ~ .J-/ • - , __ >r::UBJ~: AIIBRICAJrl GAIIBLI!IG AcriVriiBS tlr CUB& · - "--;--~ 
.AJITl-,JI&CDTDillliG ~~E!>tf~tl: =i. 
Reference Bavaaa letters Aucuat 27, aad &ept•bea- . , 

and Jliu1 teletype o:f October 23, 1958, traa-ittiq 1D.1oawatlea 
received froa Leaat, Bavaaa. 

...::.__./ .,.,--

/ Set :forth below is additiona~ 1D1onatloa whiol:l 1au co.e 
__ ....-r to th~ atteiation of the r.gat, Bavaaa, ooac;me -AUU 21 '• ltlas and 
, ·:i-nter.sts of Aaerlcan cublers la CUba: ' am> - · ''\ 
~ ,GENERAL IU<aii&TIOH: · · · .· · ''-
;~ C'l 
< !.>·; 

~. ~; ,,. The disturbed political situatioa 
( j v' : : decrease in touriD b.aa had a severe affeot ill reoelrt ·•••· 

. ~ ; · ~~ gubliD.g casiaos iD Bavaaa. Most of the cuiaoe an ~~are;~-::.·llil~lldlAC 
.. :...: even. It is apparent, however, tlu:t ~rl... •••lell'll··._,._._. 

· ~": ' ~; "'1 b.ave an optillistic loag-raace view coao8Z'IIliac tlw tJYi•1t•UJi.-._. ... 
~; ~ ''· ~ o:f gubliag casiaoa in Cuba. In reoeat IIO!Il'tlul -oa . u.•·-··~il!iei!IIJ!iliM~~ -_; 
~~ t ~~ ~guble~s have sold interests in casinos, tllere ~au ·· a ::111.::-• 
:~ 1: ~·! ::::a nuaber of other gamblers interested in baJiq . • .· · 
:a~ tj Sin addition, the Legat, Havana, continues te- receive .. · 
~ ~ indicating that other gaablers ·in the 'IJ'AitCKl Bt~tes .. . ·. 
i:S ~- to invest in and construct aore casinos ia Cab& &a sooa ·· _ ,, t; ... 

~ ~ political situation stabilizes. · 
\"')~ 
~Q: 

-~ 8 
~ 
;; 

OD 9/29/58, T. Jasea BDD.is, aaaager of the Hotel 
Havana-Riviera, advised that he was iaforae• ~ a Flerida kotel 
manager named (F:tro) VON BAGElf that VOH BAGD wu interest .. b 
setting up an island-wide punch board operation 1a Cab&. Y.- :UGD 
stated that PILAR GARCIA, Chief, Cuban lfatioaal Police, · llad iJUU.ca.ted 
that he would allow such an operation if givea a perceat .... 

'f On 12/18/58, infonaed that a aew pablillc casiao tlf 
of small size called would short 17 open up OD tile I!!!_ \. 
of Pines, Cuba, and that this casino would be operated 'b7 aa 1 

individual named BElkf'lNNEY and another individual ll8II8Cl ~ :: ,-, .! , 
. - SCHAEFER. •. '----'-- ·r... · .:_ 

~';~~';. LJ. . also infor~~ed that an individual ll&IHJcl STAliLJIY 
·1t ~SKY, ly owned a number of houses of prostitvtioa7&ad t:: alot •acllines ill Steu~11ville, ~ bad just bee11 rele- :r .... 

prifOB where he had been "doiJW u-- :for aurder" and was in Bavaaa 
i;·_ looltiq :for a gamblin~~P!~attorr ,n whicb. he _ could_ invest aoae;-· 

"·. .. ~~c. ·p. . .. (Y'/._,~ o .. '7~Mi : .. · . . .., " 
! I ~C{\~~~f\ I ' . (} f'I:Ji' ... TJJl .. j?:J.d· ~ 

lZ - Bureau . c)·· d.~~, M ~~ ·;_· &: . ·•·-121 ··. ~-'-=-!- .. 
1- Havana \ I.:_.~.;; · Jet -CL~ · T· ~-·· · . · '\ . .. . . Ia. - ~{.{ ' I . i !)··,~: : · • . - f£"'!;'111 ' 

• __ :l_\ D~~:~MEG . ·P·; 1 . l :' 11~~ : 2ft .· .. · ;" -~. ~~:-. ·. 
~- · '/ J b~! l ~ 11lf!y ()t~IW>"~.L (;~-~~ :$~.~ i ::t:·U. ~:, ·<::~r ~ · '!( ': · I/. I •1 ..,~ c./4"''1:~...;:·: .. . '( 
. . . . . ~- ;J.J . • . lA'"' i- ~•' ' ' · ·~~·1:· . .-'\,·· .·~· ) ,..J1..'/ .. A./Y,"· t., 7-' / ' II{"" ._, f 

r iJ'I J, .I , Jth- -~ >;> "r,· •. •• Y .. . -... , ~o~r\.··· ·r-~·~ 
!)f.,!>; ~'l:,t~J:Jj;,tJ..: ··· ·h ·~· /-' 

::- '{f..-
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·.Havana 64-153 CQNM"\CN'J t 12/29/58 
~ '\ · . . . t . rv,.FL . .ri~L 

\ · . . fan 11/18~58, HAv-il~~~sed that a~ indi~idual. named SCHWAR(.j 
who formehy worked for . FRANK COSTELLO, was attempting to establish (; 
a gambling casino with another unknown American in the terminal · · .' \ 
building of the Rancho Boyeros Air_port. ·.This SCHWARTz· is believed f ) · ~. 
be identical with JOHN 'SCHWARTZ who, inthe pas~, bas be~n reported-\' \ 
as checking on gambling opport~nitie.s in Cuba and who is reputed to\ 
have been a ''front man" for FRANK .COSTELLQo . 

• I - ~ 

On 12/5/58, HAV.;,:;33 informed that a gamblingcasino called 
Casino del Rio was ·being con~tructed on the Rancho Boyeros highway on 
the outskirts of Havanao Source stated that it appeared this casino · 
would be solely a _ Cuban op~rationo · \ 

km 12/9/58, HA;-1\~\'fjed that contact with airport employees ~ 
at Rancho ~yeros Airport- 1ndicated a gambling casino would definitely r 
occupy part of theilew building being constructed at the airporto /0) · 

On 12/19/58, HAV-33 advised th~t in a~diti~~ to the cas~n~ ' 
to be constructed at the Rancho Boyeros Airport, there were alsp · . 

1 indications that a gambling casino would be placed in the !!_ot~ ··pJ 

/

: . ·\-~.?!>!_<?~.'1>..~-~~.' ~~.!~E~L~" Sour~e. stated that ~REDESVIND.~SQ~!-09,, 
FlU i¥4:2093'1, i$ tlie Cuban froat1ng for the cas1no . a~ Rancho aqyeros Cub:!. 

·-4-i:t;"p-Qrt'"-·and· .an individual named STANLE~EDNJ!lR is the individual -=<.=.......:_:. 

I promoting a casino for the Hotel _ Copac~~a:nao -C..L.bl:-" ·' 

I 
. . f 

,.... On 11/26/58, Mr. James Eo Brown, Jr., Consul General, .

1
~ 

. American Embassy, Havana, advised that inquiry concerning CLIFFORD A,. \ 
JONES had been received from the Haitian Embassy in Havana • .. . CLIFFORD A:v· 

.- -1~~S~ is the former_~~~utenant .. Governor _of _Nev~_qa who has an i"iiterest · ) 
--in the gamblingcasino at the Hotel Havana-Hilton. Mr. Brown indica+- 

.... \:P-' that it appeared possible that _ JONES was attempting to establish a 
::--J\ .. \\ ' gambling operation in liaiti. . .. . 

l.'Jl..-· 
~ ' 

CASINOS IN OPERATION: 

The following .are the major casinos operating in Havana: 

. _ · Ji.O'l'E~ClONAL-G~MBLL:tt<i_Q~l_NO: i,. \ct v (\ "' rJ Cu .. bee.-
' -~ ---....:.:+~ ~---~~--- --~ ' ) 

·. , On 9/3/58,~·· · HAV-31 . advised that AMBROSE - JOSE~BUPPA, FBI \ 
! ( 
I <-

' • 
! 
,, 

#136412A 0 aka TOMMiMMBROSE, had been employed in .the gambling cas±no 
1 

a"!f~=the " 'Hotel Nacionlt~l. .. Source said th~t,. , TRUPPA is a cousin of JOHNNY 
(l~-~STOMPANATO who was killeq by CHERYL ·CRANE:', t}le _ daughter of LA~A. TURN:E~." ~:• 

:.'~· .<::\ · ·. . · Oii 10/2/58, the English language -~spaper, "Th·e 'Times · of J 
·,,· ,: ' . . ;H~vana~ carried an article st~ting t~at ~ ~I~McLANEY of . l_ie.~ .... Yo_!"k and 

. · -M1_ami had purchased the gambl1ng c.as1no 1n .. th~ Hotel Nac1onalr. ;--; ,,, ... 
I ,_,;,.._.._.~ 

/~-~ .. 
... 2- ··-(.t_/:.;; t:{ 

. .~~. . ,. • " t . --- "'. ...-Q. cot.·· Fi ll 11\t_ ~~-
.. 'l . 

"---------~~ .. __ .... ______ --~···-·- -
-----~----~----- - - --·---~-- - --· -.. · 
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Havana 64-1~3 . I'O 12/29/5"8·.' r~ 

· .; " . . . . .v . Nf t:NIIAl , . c~h ·?.=~ .. 1 

· -·~comple~e: the purchase .' of'_ the Nacional gambl1ng casino. ".-i so\u.-ce i~_dica-q . 
· / 1 CE wo ld be the da~ _boss_ ,a~d JO~~~JJ. th~ night_ boss·o · 1 . . . _ 

.. \' that the new· manager of :t~e. _casino }s . CHAR~AR?;'Z fah~ that.-"REDS" \ 

1 On 10/22/S8, HAV-31 i~forme~t~t SCHWARTZ and MORIS! were ~ 
depa,-ting Havana the next _day for the United S~ate$. Source·. indicated 
that · both were scheduled for a court appearanqe onl0/27/581 in connectid~ 
with gambling arrests in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on 8/9/58. \ \ 

. ' . j \ \ 
. .. . . I , • \ 

. · On '10/20/58, Tom .Kelley, ref?_l,dent manager of the Hotel Nacional · 1 
1\ (con. ceal). , informed that LO~- s_ ')'.ER'l""a T.oronto stockbroker, :IS ''bank-(]a 0,,,-i_!. -rolling" _MIKE McLANEY _ in the/lga.II)bling ca$ino in the_ H~tel Nacionalo L-L£.:.2~ -

<)· ·~.0- ~~ . ~ . 11(26/58, HAV-~1 informed that the foil~w~ng _individuals 
\ ~-_lia:_ a_ ve interests 1.n the gam)Jl1.ng casino at _the _Hotel _Nac1.on~- 1.:_. _WILLIAM 
·,..-}iwO' BRIEN, HERMAN ''STUMPY~MAN, C)IARLES tSCHWARTZ, CHARLE · RSON, -
"\ Hillsdale, New JE)rsey, and MIKE 'Mc):ANE~ o . ·Source stated -. rtner~·-that 

the following ""-f~e individ~als have been .b.rought in by· the _new group 

'\ . ~! ~~~~~~t~~-~~~~~~o v~:~:~~~;, c:i!~r ~n:e:i3:;s;;~o a:~~:Ai::rests 
•' "COASTYH::n!OBERMAN o . ' . ? ,.., . . - . I""' · ~~-
, - . .-: ~ ... ~~1'r_ · - ~*"·"""' . ~ C. t-< !.J .4'~- . - . ·. . . . . . . 

).. On 10/29/58, HAV-31 informed that ANTHONY RANDAZZO, Dade 
County Sheriffvs Office. No. 179194, had been in the Hotel Nacional 

\ . in the com~ny of other indiv~duals using the !}antes pf MILANO and_ "'- -~ 
\ LOMBARDio LOn lli.J7/58, HAV-4 1.nformed that DOMINIC~ARDO, _CARM]11L._. ( . 
t ~-MILANO and PETE~LANO. arrived in_ Havan~ on 10/29/5'8~-·via Pan American\ 
1 · Airways from Miami, ,E_,l.q.r.ipa. ~_ ource said ~hey stayed at the Havana- (C,1r. 
, . Hilton Hotel and indicated they were from Cleveland, ~· HAV-4 · :~. 
:, informed that they departed Havana on 10/30/58, via Pan American ·· 

Airways, flight 418,,/ for Miamio . Source not~ t _hat an individual 
using the name CARL1tK'OVEN'S accom~~anied them!J£1)(~ 

~-HarEL4kPJ,U CASINO·;f \ . , fct'Jf\:.. 
' -- I \ f i. l.J-!L'H IV fl ( I W.il ,.,;---

On~l-fi72'0/5'8~pCl" ~rthur Newman (conceal), credit manager of 
the Hotel Nacional gambling casino, informed that ~WILLIAM GUSTO 
BISCHOFF, with· alias LEFTY CLARK (Miami Top Hoodlum) __ h~d quit his job 
as manager of the gambling casino ~at the.Tropicana Night Club and had 

1 .''\ purchased a pie~e of the '!money gam~" in the Hotel Capri casino .. 

On 10/22/58, .HAV-31 informed that EDWARD DI FEDERICO helps 
pr.otect the interests of NICHOLA·s DI COSTANZO _in the . Hotel Capri casinoo 
Source stated that DI COSTANZO ... is considered by gamblers in Havana to 
be. '"FRANK ERICKSON v s . boy •. '·' PI COSTANZO, together with CHARLES TOURINE ~ 

··~ with alias CHARI,.ES ·WHITE (Miami Top Hoodlum) are considered _ th_e . leading 
'l figures among a .. large . group of interest holders in the Capri casino" 

' . ~ f'( j"!}J ! ._(.,. ~ ........ . ,. . 

On 10/31/58, HAV-33 informed that ANTHO ·. LL:ntMS7' the j 
brother of Boston Top Hoodlum JOHN WILLIAMS~ is emp:J!oyed . as an inspec~Qr .- -,1 

in the Hotel Capri gam~=g -cas in~;- GOiWJ.o£NTJAJ c , d : \ '· , .,, , . \ / 

1
[ Dooid: 3233997 5 Page 4 
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. ·DATE: 11-14-2017 

Havana 64-.153 

:,. I 
·...::.~ 

12/29/58 CON,'flENTlAL 
. . . On 10/13/58, ~ertin ~rez~ ln·~~~g~; o~ t~~ Hotel Capr~: 

adv~sed . that the. follow1ng indJ.viduals were staying in the hotel.- and 
that he .believed these · individuals to be associates· of· JOliN WILLIAMS· 
OO_MINI_ C~ . . MANTE, Jo . lt_. -f~{~ BLAZI·1 SALVATORE44w/ . INALO, ~~of Boston, ~ 

.- Massachusetts · · ·· · \ · --1\-- _ · ~------
. "'- . . . . !~ : . ' ' .. .. ' . .. -- . . . . . ',_ -- · .. ·. .... . . . . - . 

• ... , . On 11/7/58, HAV-33 informed that WILLIAM GUSTO BI:SCHOFF 
has · the·-· "money game" (~ . craps game) at the- ~ote1 Capri , casinoo _ .. 

\ 

· · . C.iJ,J:~ . :p:-J..,r A. ·.: ... .. . .. ". . .. . . , . . . -.. . 

~On 11/2.1/58, _HAV-33 i __ ifie,_rm_ e .d zth.at . . on .. 11/~7/58, · b!e _ had .observed 
ANTHON!A~~ASSI, with ali-as TONJ'M~ERS, in the gambling casino at the 

· :J Hotel Caprio .STASSI is the brot1fe·r of "JOE. STASSI.~ partn~r of SANTO 
j 1 TRAFFICANTE (M~ami _Top Hoodlum) in the Sans Soll:ci Night Clubo 

I -- HOTi~MAN~:·RI~IERA .. C4@IO: " }}£f;:J!B:lY.!;f.:b.~ .. -~ 
__ /). ~On 8/26/58, To- -James Ennis,.1 mentioned above, advised that 

\ DANIEL ~ ... ~A'SSARIELLO and .ANTHONY ~SSARIELLO had· registered at 
' \~~V the Hotel; avana-:-Riviera on 8/8/58":--'l~ They; both _ gave· a · home address of 
'· 624 Robinsbn Terrace, Union, New Jersey~ Their' reservations were taken 

by assistant manager Pinto, .wfio wor~s~~or the gambling casino, and 
their accommodations were paid for by .IRVING FELDMAN, one/ of the 
interest holders in the caSil;lO in t~e _hote~.. .. . - ~ *.· (·),, a· I . .. 

l lh ....A.<<.· '~ 
·On 8/21/58 ~ · Mr o Ennis informed that VINCEN 1~ "1rt'aye·a· at 

the Riviera from · August 3 to August 5,. 1958o His bil' was paid for 
by the gambling casinoo 

On i :ID/2/58, HAV~31 informed that JACK LANSKY (Miami Top Hoodlum) 
'~- who had formerly managed the gambling casino at ~. the _ IIot_el -Nacional had 

become manager of the gambling· casino at the Hotel Havana-Riviera as a 
'r result · of the sale of the Nacional, gambling casinoo .· Source noted that 

EDWARD CELLINI, who had worked a;s night boss for LANSKY at the -Nacional, 

l.t~-· 

would _go with .him -to the Riviez:ao .. .- . . 

. On 11/25/58, HAV-33 inforMed that MEYE_.[~ HARR4sM~~~4_ 
and other individuals who had interests in the ~~ at · the Hotlel . . 
Havana-Riviera; had held a meeting concerning gambling operation~ there. 
Source was u:Qable to furnish furthe~ details concerning the meeting. 

• • ' ' • I 

I· . :1 On 12/5/58, HAV-33 verified that JACK LANSKY is managing 

\ 

t~~ Jca$ino ~\:~:/:::e~::~:::::::a:h~t the following individuals 
are _.' own to have interests in the Hotel' Havana-R~y£!:~a casino: 'MEYER 

:_ LANS ;~ , HARRY and B~~7 - MITH, · IRVIN'i/fELDMA.N, SANT~nmFFICAN'!'E _and > 
] 
.. 

DIN*\CE.LLINic. . ,_, __ - ·.·.· _' . . :· -. _ . . ·- · · \ i · .· ' - l..LLB ,Cj • I \ .. -· - · ~ ( 

'f '- . ._ .. -- -4- CON~c)oENT lAL_· 
$:1\ . ;~\1 ~ ~· ,·, 
;jl ' 

'! \ :t' ----
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I Released -~de~e John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 
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,_ 
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" . 
Havana 64·~153 12/29/58 GO~rllriAl 

. On 12/9/58,,~eil · Walsh, assistant manager, Hotel Riviera, 
advised·. that CHARLE~ON, . an . interest holder in the Tropicana in_ 
Las Vegas, ~~~ad~, had recently purchased a substantial interest in 
the Havana-Riviera Hotel and .gambling casino. BARON reportedly 
purchased the interests of HARRY and BEN SMITH. On 12/18/58, HAV-31 
infommed that BARON was a .· well known automobile dealer ' in Chicago, 
Illinois. 
: & . \ l 

. H·t.Lt_;{L_!':'_~j_-~~j C:(J ~ .. \ •' l _HQ'.tJ:;I:iA .. :. UY_ILLE ~~-:U~..9.: 

· . ('y...~~ .JJ-The princii, · interest holders in t~1e Deauville . . casino ~:.~:.!}: l 
cont1riue . to be SANT _~ RAFFICANTE and EVARlSTOf\Gl\RCIA, a Cuban ''boi1:ea" - 1 

banker •. . On 9/9/58·, · I Alberto Suarez Aleman · (conceal) advised that . 1 

HENu.¥RUBINO, the manager of the Deauville Casino, andrSANTO TRAFFICANTE 
had.al'tlispute and as .a r .esult RUBINO had quit his job. . .. . 

"• <~ . ,l,rll-. r) ~ 
~~ On. 10/28/58, PCI Arthur Newman advised that the rental cost 

of t .he neauville casino is-·' one of the lowest in Havana, only $65,000 I 
I a year .. 

( " ; . p f, l. 
'-;._:P h ..• )~ . . 

. . on 12/11/58, Alber-t- V'iii"ghan; IN:S representative in . Havana, · ·1 
informed that FRANI({~MMARATA, who recently co;mpleted serving a sentence . 
in M;!g_bj,g~ State Penitentiary, had been arrested by the Cuban police j 
at the~otel Deauville. At the time of arrest he was rooming with 1 

PETER /FERRARI, FBI #7_33§56. Mr .. Vaughan indicated that it a~peared I 
CAMMARA w~uld . be . deported by the Cuban Government as an undes1rable. 

. ..· ·' 8ft · .: . · } · · I 
..•. '"V on 12/19/58, HA~S33 informed that MILO BELL appears to be I 

the manager ef the Deauville casino for SANTO .TRAFFICANT-Ec. · 

On 12/18/58~ HAV-31 informed . that JOHN WILLIAMS, mentioned 
above, had purchased an. interest i~ the De~uville casi·no ., 

_JL_ . · . . . i i .. .· "' /' I · 

H_9T:Fi:1ST, .,~ _ JO!i.N.:S OASI}.'iO_: . _tt~-;-'·U a._n~=J : ·~=~~~ , 

., 
I 

. / .. Oli . 12/3/58, . HAV-31 info11med that the following in9j»iduals . 

C
. \ are known to hav~1 interests i~*~e :st. Johns casino: ~lf~~GPN.~,Y!:Z 
lf#~'X. N~~~~.P CALE~MON, EDWAR LLINI ~nd J~HN WILLI~MSo . Sourc~ noted 
··--:./il . further th. at SANTO TRAFFICANTE has .a hidden .. 1nterest .1n this cas1no and 

" that his _interest is protected by GONZALEZ·o 

\ On 10/31/58, HAV-33 . informed that he had received information 
that the following additional Cubans also .had int~_ · ests in the St o Johns 
cas~Iio · : ENRIQUJ.~tdAN~ MIG~CIA~ an~ CARLO .·• · MBARDIAo · S<:>urce 
stated _that all the .interest llalders had 1nvested $30,000 .each 1n this 
operation-. . c·u ,~f±_. 

.glio~~- -5- ' 

rolNrvDr"f,... ~r .. ·· d~ lri 'J It' }· L· 
\.,l J I' L. . .. . l 

I . . 

/': ___ _ I \ . • \ ' 

' \. ' 
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.CONfJ{)fNl t·AL 12/29/58 

. On 11/21/58, HAV-33 informed·tJt ;OHN WILLIAMS has all his 
~nves~ment ~n · the crap·s~-- t1abl. e_ ~t .th_e .. _ s_ t~. Johns. _C8:$ino . and 'that an ·_ 
1ndiv1dual named STANLE___fOAK 1s operat1ng the table for himo 

. . . · . .. - ..._ l l!..'5 '-t- . . . . . - . --- r . ~~> - . . . . . . 

HOI J!P,LAZA CAS INQ • . - · · - . · 
- - -- ~ --· I - , - -- · · - -----~-----~~ .• ~-.... .. -II ~ . I ... - -' li ( ' . L--;;, i . . . . . . . 

·-· ' - ··. ~kl~~.;~J)\~,~.!~~J~4~ .. f(~·1::'"~~ 
On 11/19/58, HAV-31 informed that an individual named FRANK 

BYRD is re·puted to have a substantial in!!ff~t in the gambling · casino f - ~ ,
1 

in the Hotel Plaza. Sou:rce noted that J~ASSI '~-:u=!.I.~/&.5§.~,?, has at~!s;., 
least -50% of· this casino" :Source noted . that _ the _ casino·_ was closed down 
by the Cuban Army Military Intelligence Service (SIM) on 11/19/58, and 

, that !RENALDO GARCiAVKAEZ, · chief of SIM~_ . was attempting to "shake down" . f

, that STASSI~~son ·ha:~ been arrested by SIM;o Soux:ce stated it appeared 

r OJ~~~he casino .. o e_rator~ _ Source·l:loted th~t AMLETT~ BA'flSTI, Cuban Congress
:'-:-.... ,.....-man. and owner of the Hotel sev111a-Biltmore .. cas1no, . had .been fe·eling 
· the-' competition from the Plaza casi'no and might have used his political ,.

1 
f _ 

influence to cause the closing of the Plaza casino by _SIM;c. 
1
, 

. . . . ~ . - ·' . 

/ On '11/21/58, HAV-33 informed that the followib.g individuals \' \ 
/ d been obs~E,Yed in the casi~o at the Hotel. Pl~za: J~ASSI,1 GEORGE .\ 
<~, VIN_!, JACitF-REIDI:J.\N~~~~ FRAN .. . TILE, GEO~~~H~RMAN, MILT~I'I),""' 
r and . ANTH0N~STASSL. .On 12/5 58, HAV-:-33 adv1sed) that the opera"-tors _ ) 
\ of the Plaza: casino had "made a deal" with ' SIM and that they were 
\ operating smoothly. . . . c~~ !.l /\ . 
\ . ~rr 
~ ; -~ 

On 11/26/58, PCI Arthur Newman stated that JOE STASSI and 
GEORGE SHERMAN have substantial interests in the Hotel Plaza· gambling · · 
casinoo . Source noted that the _ PLA·ZA was .doing well as a ''sawdust joint'' 
a·lthough initially the operators _ ~f the casino had made a .mistake in 
not taking in some Cuban interest h<,>lders. Source noted · as a result 
in the beginning the casino had had no local ._protection arid had been 
hounded by the police for ''shake down" money until agreements with 
local law -enforcement officials were reached. 

( 

· · On 12/3/58·, HAV-31 informed that the following are some of ' 
the individuals with interests in the gamb~ing casino at the Hotel :Plaza: 
FRANK BYRD; JOE STASSI'» ROBERT "MUSCLES" MARTIN, GEORGE ·SHERMAN, PET.E 
·SARNO, . MILTON SEID and FRANK GENTILE., On 12/18/58, HAV-31 informed _ 
that JOHN .. WILLIAMS (Boston Top Hoodlum)· has an int·erested in the Plaza 
casino., · So.urce noted that JACK. FREIDLANDER is also an interest holder 
in the c·asino. 

\ i 
HCY.f_E~VANa~!ULTO~ . ·_CA~IliO,: , 1"" . > c·~ I • . 

I 't ...... u (jA"'_ Ct.:( _.(,..{. iJ ( {.j . ( '· . _,. _· 
-- . - . ....= ~ ---- . ( 1'-l .. t:L.. 

\/ HAV-31 advise·d on 11/19/58; that CHAR~UDNE~~th alias 
Charli~oad, i's now the ·biggest single interest liolder in the Havana-
Hilton casino with an interest of 25%• . 

cc~._R> f.\- · ' 
-~5/58, HAV-33 informed that JOE SILESI (New York Top 

Hoodlum) continues to manage the gambli~g casino in the Hotel Havana-
Hilton with the assistance. of LARRY SNOLSKY. . .. · 

. -6- c··ln r.J_ ,tf4or.~_I ~! Tf_:J~f ~~-
. J J ~ r 1' I_ ! " f ! f-\ L 

I. 
ti 
'[''--- · -~~-• ~ ~~ o~- . - -- ,,,s . ~-·- - --- ·-•-~ -----·-•-~~-----------'-------~-~-------
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Havana 64~153 _ i . .-t;ON~-Ot~·.; ir~~ 1~/2~/58 · 

c .. on 12/3/58, HAV-31 informed thalthe ~allowing indivi.~,u s 
were considered to~e he principal interest holders in the gam~ :n:· 
casino ~t the Havana ilton Hot~~ CHARLES 'BR'UDNER, FRANK "RED' 7, ED, 
ROBERT<>fFN~OZA, JO ~s-~_ , _ RA7,~vN~~~z . _ and SANT~ ;\~~FE_'ICANTE:•_ 

· On · 12/19/58,· HAV-33 informed that SILESI · ~s frequentiy seen 

\ 

in the Havana-Hil_ton casino in the company of. his . wife, ANNAo --' . 

..Ji<Zr.+MO!l<>!\P __ cySJ.!!.9: . . . /:l:;:-~;t~ty~~J:?~ . c;;f... . . . ' ! 
- · .-- On ~/23/58;_ II:Av-4 info~ed that RALP~INA w~acting as ~~ ' 
manager of the gambling casino at the Hotel ComoO.oro. Sourc.e stated \A 
tha_t the principal interest ho~d-er in this casi~? i~- SANTO 'l'.R:AFFicANTE.. , 

on 9/24/58, HAV-31 informed that · an individual named" '~SAL" j 
had replaced RALPH REINA . as manager of the . gambling casfno in th~ .. . 
Hotel Comodoroc. .. Source _ rioted that "SAL" had been installed by SANTo · · 
T_ RAFFICANT·E. Sou~ce sai-d that th. e f()llowing · th~re _emplo. yees_ had. been 

y_!eleased from the casino by "SAL:" TOMMY. "GAGS . GLIANO~ JOSEPH 
~_!.MBURRO. and JER~ICW\ELS • . Source . s~id that t se .. indiviauals_liad ~' ' 

ini:fica~ea that TRAEI:FICANTE had made '.'S~L" ma~ager of the ca~ino becaus 1"" r. 1~ ) 
"that 1s what SANTO .will. do -for you 1f you k1ll ANASTASIA. n· . Source 
noted that he was 'disinclined to ,.believe that ''SAL". hac:l . anythi:ilg to 
do with ANASTASIA' s murder o · · 

On 9/21/58, HAV-33 informed that SAL~AT~*Q.jflll,. the 
manager of the· casino in the Hotel Comodoro _and that he ·· is a close 
friend -of one RAFAEL COLLAREs, · a ineniber· of the Cuban Secret Police. 
Source noted that RALP~ . REINA had left for the United Stateso · 

On 11/21/58, HAV:..:33 informed that SALVATORE :SC.~LIA had 
recently shot his own girlfriend. Sour·ce sai.d .. tlJ.at because of resulting 
bad publicity SANTO TRAFFICANTE had removed SCA'LIA from his job as 
manager. of the Comodor6 .casino. - ·an 12/5/58,· HAV~33 informed that 
BENN~ERNANDEZ is the new manager of the Comodoro casino. Source 

CaMtnotedi'Jthat FERNANJ?EZ -~as re~_ort·e_dly born in It~ly and later we~t to 
~New York where he .was assoc1ated with the Ital1an elemento Source 

said that · subsequent·ly FERNANDEz· went to .. FloriJ;!a where he worked with 
associates of -SANTO TRAFFlCANTEo. Source· noted that FERNANDEZ is residing . 
in room 306 at .the Hotel .:.Comodoroo 

On 12/18/58, HAV-31 informed that FERNANDEZ is a gambler · 
from Tampa, Florida, that he at on~. time worked in __ a furniture store 
in Washington, .J.k _Co, - and ··that there were · indications he would marry 
a g~rl ~amed BERMAN from Washington, D., Co . ·-... --

In ~onnection .with SALVATORE SCALIA, information was received 
by the Legat, Havana, that on .ll/14/58, SCALIA was arrested by Cuban 
police in connectio~: with the shooting of a. Cuban girl reported t~1be .J( . 
SCALIA~ s mistresso L.HAV-32 has a_dvi_sed that subsequent to SCfi~IA 9 ~1 'C-f4 . 

-
7

- CO¥lDtNTtAl -· \··_ ._ 
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an~ Trust Company, East -Hill.B~anc~,, Rosstl;n, New York. - MEDINA 
saJ.d . LEVINE had the $20,000 :ifif~Jt~e'rtAAJ6t3· MEDINA stated . ~urther. 
that LEVINE had $10,000 or $l:S~d<f~,r~rt1iVH;tf~h~cks :in. another paper 
bag which he wanted cashed but thav-MEDINA refused to handle either 
transactiono MEDINA said in view of the fact that .LEVINE is 
presently being sue9 by persons owning- the Oriental .,Park Race ·Track, 
it was possible he was trying to snealt some of the assets of the 
track out of Cuba. Ac<::ording to source, LEVINE claimed that KEILLY 
had been arre.sted ·and needed the $20, 000 to make bond • 

.. The December 10, · 1958, edition o:f "Informacion," a Cuban 
Spanish language newspaper, contained an article indicat-ing that 
MILTON WYNNE had _purchased an- interest in the Oriental Park Race 
Track and would op_era:te it as a partner with GEORGE LEVINE .. . 

'•"-. According t9 the article, WYNNE had previously been legal representative 
~- for the Belmont Park Race ~rack in New York and had subsequently 

\. ,been associated with horse racing in puerto Rico. 
I .... . _.- . . . . 

i. ~ , ..... x· LAS Y.F,;Gh.,S_N.IGHT_cx,Ji~B_ . CASINO: 8tLu a ... ~. a. j C.) .. b !!L 

. I 

.I 

I t 

; i 
I 

I 

I ' 

l , 

' 

On 9/26/58, HAV-33 in-formed that ~ll.CI~Y!8D had C .{,c b u_) 
previously been one of . ~he owners of the Las Vegas Night Club · 
located at Infanta and 25th Streets in Havana. Source stated, 
however, that in May, 1958, RIVARD. had sold his interest · ·in this 
night club and had ~eft Cuba. . Source said there was no indication 
that he had yet ·returned • 

Extra copies of this letter have been prepared for 
forwarding . by . the Bureau to the following offices as indicated: · 

New York (2) 
Albany (1) " 

· Miami (2) ·~ · 
Cleveland (1) 
Salt Lake City (1) 
Newark (1) 
Cincinna,t1 (1) 
Boston (1) 
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