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,;%f ‘ Reference Havana letters dated March 13 and ‘March 24,ﬁ%$gv
< 19599 and Havana cables dated March 18 a,nd May 6, 1959, Ny a‘ £

¢ eiving permission to resume their activ:.ty 3 \4 '
? 49, » the various gambnng casinos in Havang '
: / in ‘which: Amer cans have interests have ‘been: emeriencing numerous
problemso fli‘undanentauy, most of these problems have been traced‘

7> to lack of customers in the casinos; The anti-American senti- ?»\g;

!‘ g wment emressed ublicly by some Cuban leaders, the searching of T'Q\i

o L a
~
e

‘;  tourists as théy enter Cuba, and the slow tourist season have, \:
for all practical purposes;, brought ‘the . tourist industry t0 a L et

| halt in Cuba. In addition, Cuban labor unions’ continue to £
' | make demands for back pay and increased pay for casino and =z O

: cabaret employees. Many casino’ operators have attempted to 0
e renegotiate ‘their rental coamtracts in an effort to reduce over= g
X head expenses, Hometheless, the Sans Souci night club has closed;
2> the Comodoro casino 1s alternately open and closed; and the Sta

= diéa,ppe from the Cuban scene at 1east tempor ily.
2 are MEYER KY, WILLTAM GUSTQY :
; tg« \ JOSEPHY 'LESI""“d JOHNXWILLI . ~
.\, cation that any of them w:[:l.‘:l.“"’e”ifﬁ‘r‘n'= “On llay 6, 1959, JACK FOr dz

' LANSKY:, Miami Top Hoodlum, and DINO/CELLINI, Manager. mn Y ™
‘Havand Riviera casino, were arrested by Cuban police, It ap= - L2
pears possible they nay be deported “from Cubaa o : ‘

T PeI ARTHUR NEWMAN (OONCEAL), Cred:l.t Mana.ger, gmbling

casi.no, Hotel" Nac:l.onal, advised ‘on May 7, 1959, thet MEYER LANSKY

had issued instructions that, if JACK LANSKY is deported to. the -
United States, they are to lock ‘the doors of the Havana Biviera ‘
Hotel and "throw the key away."
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i Havana 64-153 CoNF%%fGWAE : 5/13/59

Ebtel Nacional Casino

l 7 The Mawch 14, 1959, edition of "Infomacion" Spa,nisn
language newspaper . in Eavana,fgghgl‘carried an article reporting
the arrest of HI cLANEY operator of the gambling casino in ‘
the Hotel thional, “and 0 oﬁa XEN. TEOMADAKISa ‘THOMADAKIS reportedly
arrived in Havana with $37,000 in 'Cubab pesos and had 1ndicated this
nmoney was destined ior the Hbtel N T nal casino,

T The March 19, 1959 edition ot "The Havana: Post" English
language newspaper in anana, ‘carried an article- 1nd1cating that
KMIKE McLANEY had beén released on- March 18, 1959, without charges
being brought against hime :

' - On March. 13, 1959, v1ce CDnsul HUGH D3 KESSLER Citizena
ship Protection Section, American Embassy, Havana, udvised that on
March 13, 1959, he ‘had interviewed MIKE" EbLANEY while McLANEY was
under arrest, At that time McLANEY indicated that oa-January 15,
1959, he had sent the ‘cash on hand of the casino in the Hotel
Nacional to the United States via the SS. "City of Hhvana" for
safekeeping., MCLANEY stated that around February 1, 1959, he
had returned to Havans, bringing with him $15,000 in ‘Cuban pesos
for use in the ‘casino but that this woney had been- conziscated
by Cuban anthorities upon his arrival. 1n Cuba. ,

R On March 26, 1959, PCI NEWMAN, mentioned above, advised”
~ that MIKE McLANEY was trying to work out a ~"deal" with the owners
of the Hotel . Nacional in order that he night obtain a reduced
rental and in order to 1nduce the hotel to assume part of the-
cost of the shows. —
T 0 April 1, 1959, Hav-31 1nforned that the principal
backers of MIKE*I@LANEY in the.gambling casino of the Hotel Na-

| Cs: ciomal casino are. ‘LOU. BESLER#yan individual named (FNU@V

ROSENBLUM, [ .

- gnd a prominent Itﬁifin‘ﬁaﬁﬁr““ from New York whose. idenéity kU N

T o ‘April 13, "1959; PCI NEWMAN inzormed ‘that McLANEY
had made a new "deal" with the- Hotel Nacional management by which
the hotel will bear a larger share of the expenses in connection

- with the cabaret and floor shows,

CONERYNTIAT
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Havana 64«153 | QQNE%XST“@; | 5/13/59

Hbtel Qgpri Casino

The larch 14, 1959, edition of "Intormacion" Spanish
language neuspaper in Havana, carried an article’ reporting the
~arrest of ELAIN ITCHELL, an American, at Rancho Boyeros Airport
for atteapting 0 enter ‘Cuba with®$20,000 in- ‘Cuban. pesos; ' Re=
portedly MITCIILL was to deliver: this money to the Hotel Capri

Ccasimo. . LG4,

of Miss MITCHELL, ANGELOﬁ!E ”RISTOEARO, ‘the operator of the Capri
casino, had been detainéd BIRE™3 ged,

DE- CRISTOFARO is the nephew of NICHDLA'” L5 OSTANZO, ."Fat The

A_pch"' the: principal interest holder b CapricasinG, 35d

e
. . on March 23, 1959 Hav~31 advisedﬁ%ﬁﬁ%génxﬁﬁna/%ounrnn
Miami Top Hoodlum, had returned to the Capri casino. TOn Har axrch 23,
1959, Hav-33 informed that TOURINE had been observed in the Capri
‘casino on March 14, 1959; ‘Hav-33 noted that JOHN ILLIAHS, Boston

Top Bbodlum, was reported to have left Cuba. ;@(M;n@g

' On March 25 1959 Hav-31 advised that CEARLES TOURINE
was expected to "sneak“ ‘out’ of ‘Havana within the: next few days
after that date with the- -assistance of an individual having a
private plane. Source noted that TOURINE and other interest
 holders in" the ‘Capri casino were; going to try to handle’ 11-
censing and rental contract negotiations fron Hiani. (9

o On April 6, 1959, Hhv-33 1n£ormed that CHARLES "TOURINE
_ and NICHOLAS DI . COSTANZO were no, lcnger in Havana, ~Source poted
that- MARVIN%kRAUSE appeared to be operating the casinoy §((}£}
e Lo & 'UP}“f Nevida
- on April 6, 959, Hav~31 "inforuwed that<CHARLES TOURINE
had sold his interest: in the Hotel Capri casino to NICHOLAS

I DI COSTANZO. |

- )

1 o Om April ‘13, 1959; PCI NEquN stated that CHARLES TOURINE
\ was in Miami,’ Florida, and 1t did not - ‘appear that he would return

to ‘Havana in the near iuture becanse he- had sold his 1nterest to
.NICBOLAS DI COSTANZO A

rz;z

ey,
" " The Havana English: language newspaper, "The Havana Post", Mis,
on Mchmwss, indicgted that in connection with the detention J °*

. & 1 G »,’7’““
s releaged on March 18, 1959, ~NNmMMMm
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5/13/59
a - The Hotel Capri casino has’ recently ‘been carrying ad=
vertisemsnts in the Havana newspapers indicating that the Presi-
dent of the casino is ANGELO DE CRISTOFARO,. described as the owner

of the Colonial Lumber 00mpany, Yonkers, New York; the Vice-President
1s MARVIN KRAUSE, described as co-owner of the Hotel Riviera in Las

Vegas and of restaurant businesses in Cove City, Kentucky; and the
Secretary is’ HENRY VEDRA, owner of the Hetropolitan rurniture

(hm:eny, Tampe, orida., ‘*wi»'é’ﬁ

3
i

MCLu

Sans Souci Casino _ Y

On merch 23, 1959, Hav-33 inforeed that’ SANTOSs~ ANTE
ses reported to, have, nade a’ talse sele of the Sans Souc' night c%pb

_ of CA AP i SOurce noted“tﬁit“thore
weire “indications. the' casino eight’close in the near Iu cause
of its imability to meet the employee payrollo™ Cﬁéﬁ? z,)

. Om: April 14, 1959, "PCI: ALBERTO SUIREZ ALEMAN (CONCEAL),

doome.nh, Calle 12 No, 20, _Havana, advised he had ‘been informed by

omminimspie i

&nd would remain closed because of lack ‘of business. Source
stated that Mrs, TRAFFICANTE indicated that the COmodoro casino
also might be closed in the. near. £nture. ~

Hbtel*Deeuville*Csstno

. i - PCI NEWEAN, ‘mentioned above, advised on March 26, 1959,-
that ‘the Hotel Deauville casino, in which SANTOS TRAFFICANTB, nen--
tioned above, has an interest, had received pernission to open
but had net done so.

- On April 22, 1959, Hav-31 advised that the Deauville
casino had reopened, and it appeared fron the newness 0f the
equipment that it might have been obtained from the ‘Hotel St.
Johns casino, . Q%) o _

On May 4, 1959, Hav=33 advised that on April 25, 1959,
SANTOS TRAFFICANTE had been’ observed in the Deauville casino,
Source said" that the three owners of the Deauville casino are
TRAFFICANTE, EVARISTO\NGARCIA, and 2 new owner, . GENIQ&EA il b,
Source seid that LEAL hes & past reputation for dealing ifi nare
cotics and that many of the Cubans freque;éfng the Deauville

casino are known narcotics traffickers, (9)
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Havana 64-153 - - 5/13/59

cowy TIAL

Hotel St ‘Johns. Casino ,
, Cubg

e:‘::@éa On May 6, 1959, Hav-31 advised that CALEELYSTMON and
fANGEanE NZALEZ had obtained - a license to reopen the St, Johns
casino, "Source nof ‘noted, however, that as yet the casino had not
received: permission to Treopen, . Hav=31 had prgviously advised on
April 22, 1959, that it was rumored that JACF OUNGBLOGD ‘might CLUWJ
obtain permission to reopen ‘the St. Johns casino on a 50-=-50 basis™——..
with the Cuban Government as a reward for some work he had done

‘or would do in the near future for the Government. It should be
noted that WALTER ALFRED; [OUNGBLOOD, ‘aka Jack Youngblood,  was

recently arrested by police authorities in Miami, ida, - in"“w
connection with an alleged plot to kidnep ROLANDO SFERRER, for-
ner Cuban Senater. . % u): . T

-Hotel . Hhvana Riviora

T ‘ The Havana Spanish language newspaper "El uundo“ under
date March 18, 1959, reported ‘that 92 slot machines had’ been COD=-
* iisoated at the nhvana Riviera Hbtel by the’ Cuban sgcret Police.

\ T om Mgrch 23, 1959 Hav-33 inforued” that there was almost
no gambling activity in the Havana Riviera casino, §é~ u) -

T on Harch 26, 1959, PCI ABTHUR NEWMAN, mentioned" above,
advised he had received information from JACK LANSKY while in
Miami, Florida, that MEYER LANSKY," najor interest holder in the
Havana Riviera Hotel and“ casino,, in a hospital im Miami -
'recovering from o heart ‘attack and that’ the LANSKYS' mother also
was hospitalized with a broken hipe

’ " On April 6, 1959, Hav-33 informed hat SID JACOBS, ‘who
had" previously been SARTOS TRAE?ICARTE'S top assistant at the Sans
Souci night club, was now orking at. thevﬂftel Riviera casino.
Source notéd that in. the. ghse K ACK LANSKY the casino was ()¢
being operated by CHARLESYBAI RON, and DINOYCELLINI; = Source said C:Lk? wl
that it was reported tha i'mm. ASTRO.Had visited the casino ..

on April 4, 1959, and received’a check from the casino in the B ;
amount of $20, 000 for the Agrarian Retom ov%ement. 56 M) ' |

T Om April 13, 1959, PCI NEwMAN advisea“that R LANSKY
had been. released from the hospital in Miami and was confined to
a aheelchair at home, B

- On th 4, 1959 Hav~33 advised that JACK IANSKY had re-

turned to Havana on April 30, 1959, ‘and that he was again at the k
Hotel Havana Riviera. §<?kgj .
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. L o
K UiSiA, ~on uay 6, 19599 Hiv-31 ‘advised that JACK LANSKY and DINO -
CEEﬁINO had been arrested by Cuban police and that there were indis—

’ On nay 7, 1959, PCI NEWMAN advised that FRANKY{ %ICKSON f@,j
,deﬁinitely bas an interest in the Havana Riviera gambling Gpera- el
tion but that the exact extent of this interest is unknown to him,

- Source. noted’ that at the time JACK LANSKY and DINO CELLINI were
apprehended by the police, SANTOS ‘TRAFFICANTE was at the Havana
‘Riviera casino. ~ Source said that when TRAFFICANTE. learned that
the Cuban police also were looking for: him, ‘he discreetly walked
out o£ tho Riviera and went 1nto hiding..

-Hotel Bavana Hiltom

- dCubs - /’"" St
C,é=§ - On Harch 12 1959, Hav-Sl advised that JO SIKEST‘and"BaRRY
, *snowwhaa ‘both returned to_ Havana and weie operating the" Bbtel Havana <=
‘Hilton casino,  On ‘March: 23, 1959, Hav-33 advised that althongh
SILESI hed returned to ‘Cuba; he was naking only rare appearances
at the ?g?(i)ﬂbtel and that RAUL%FONZALEZ REZ was froanting for

him, & Cu b b3

- On March: 26, 1959, 'PCY’ ARTHUR NEWMAN advised that" ‘the
Havana Hilton casino was having financial difficulty but was
hopeful of obtaining a rental reduction whichk would allow them
to continue operation, .

e On Hﬁréh 25, 1959, v-31 advised that JOE SILESI was
expected to leave Eivana for m1an1, Florida, in the immediate

future; ;Z( L?

On, April 13, 1959, PCI’ NEWHAN, ‘mentioned above, stated that
JOE SILESI had. left Havana and had gone'to Miami, Florida, but that
his brother, CHARLE§§SILESI, was still working in the casino at the

w»’“” ‘Hotel Havena Hilfon: ° Source noted that JACKMFRIEDLA
merly worked at the Hbtel Plaza casino, was employed at the Hotel
‘Havana Hilton casimos ~PCI NEWHAN said that the operators of the
Havana Hilton casino had obtained $500,000 credit from the Cuban
Government and that this sum represented money belonging to ROBERTO
MENDOZA, one of the Cuban- interest holders in the casino, wh:l.cln“""“"’“"‘“‘m
oney had been irozen ‘by the .new government.

Hotel Plaza Casino o » o aE )
| The Hbtel ‘Plaza casino has remained closed .since the over-
‘throw of the Batista regime on January 1, 1959, May 7, 1959,

PCI NEWMAN, mentioned above, advised that ANGELO, BRUNO, ‘one of the {
interest holders in the casino of the ‘Hotel & Plaza, had visited in- ~Nw%>
Havana for a few days recently and had advised source that the '
Hotel Plazs casino had received permission to reopen in. June, 1959,

-6~ . CONFJJ}(\I\WME& N
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Havana 64»153 - 5/15/56
Hbtel Comodoro Casino ‘ LONHD%)ifE _

 The Harch 18, 1959 ‘edition of the Havana Spanish language
newspaper. "EL Mundo" carried an article reporting that 40 slot ma-
chines in the Hotel: CGEQﬂoro casinowhad~been coniiscated by the
Cuban Seeret Police.. (=w-

T HaVa33 advised on- March 23, 1959, that BE g
is the Manager of the Hotel Comodoro casino, Source noted thaf““
the principal interest holder in this casipo is SANTOS TRAFFICANTE
and that TRAFFICANTE's. nephew, SANTOS .JOS TQAEEICANTE had ‘been
zy
fﬁij

observed im the casino on frequent occasions im. the pasto x,”éma

’ On Harch 26, 1959, PCI NEwHAN, agntioned above, 1n£orme
that SIDiJACOBS’ ggﬁf 2 small interest in the Hotel Comodoro casinos
3 e
I On April 6, 1959,‘Eav-33 informed that there was very
1ittle business in the ‘Hotel Comodoro casino and that there were
indications the casino might close in the near future. };é.(u)

Trqgicana*ﬂight Club Casinc L

‘ The principal interest holders in the’ Tropicana night
club ‘casino are all Cuban. The. casino is managed by a Dallas
bler named’ L°W’ cWI IE,

The April 1, 1959, edition "0f the Havana’ Spanish language
néwspaper “Informacion” carried @n article reporting that 2,168
bottles of alcoholic beverages had been confiscated at the Tropi-
cata. night club by the Cuban Internal -Revenue Service becauae
‘these bottles failed to bear any tax stamps.

Oriental Park Race'Track

T On April 16 1959 PCI PEDRO P TAPIA (CONCEAL)’ racing
~director, ‘Oriental’ Park Race Track, advised that both »ambling '
casinos at the race track are closed and that GEO EVINE,
formerly qperated them, was.reported to be presentlysin HNew York \

City. L - : | U M&mbﬁébﬁ

' c Extra cqpies of this 1etter have been prepared Zor forwarding
by the’ Bureau to: Albany, Boston, New York, Newark, Philadelphia,
- Salt Lake cgty, Washington Field (one each), and Miami (two)e
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