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Correspondence and memoranda relating to 111Length ot Time Required 
tor Obtaining Soviet Tourist Visas in Helsinki and Stockholm, 1964.• 
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MEWOllANDUM 

SUBJECT 

$ECREI 

3t1 J'uly 1964 

Lensth of Time .Required for Obtaining Soviet Tourist 
Visas ia Hela1ald and Stockholm, 1964 

1. In response to a telephou inquiry coxu:eratna the tbae reqube4 
(July 1964) fo:r issuance of a Smet visa for a US businessman, the Soviet 
consul in Helsinki stated that he could issue a transit visa (valid for 2.4 
hou:rs) ia five minutes but that for a loager stay he •ou14 neecl about a 
•eek to process a visa appUcaUcm aDd have laturist a:r:raaae for lodatnas. 
He impUecl that the main :reason for delays lD vlla Issuances •as a _shortage 
of hotel space in the USSR.. 

2. A Flmdsh travel aaency representative 8aW lA July 1964 that he 
h able to obtain Soriet tourist risas for hb. cu&tomers •ithin five days if 
he pushes the matter. 

3. A telephone check \11iith the Soviet consulate in Stockholm ia July 
1964 revealed that normal riaa processing there tabs seven uys but that 
this can be aho:rtened to five days ''in exceptional eases. •• The Soviet 
off!dal receiving the telephone eaU stated that lt •aa impossible to get a 
visa 'lrithin t•o o:r th:ree days. 

4. A Soviet offidalln Stockholm indicated iD 1964 that visa processing 
for foreigners •hhing to visit the USSR aormally take1 six to eight days iD 
Stockholm but that visas for S'\'ll#edlsh businessmen ancl other perscmaUUes 
o! special interest (not defined) can be processed cUrectly by the Soviet 
embassy in Stockholm "'ithout referral to Mo1co•. 
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