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29 December 1975

DDO/PIC

Re: ‘Request - J. Seelmaecker (IRS 75-2105)-'

Re request for copy of the study entitled: "Soviet Use of Assassination

and Kidnapping." (NOTE ‘Requestor states he is a German national).

‘There is attached a sanitized version of thé-study; which was

"apparent1y prepared in or prior to February 1964, and transmitted to

the Warren Commission at that time. However, the report as trans-

- mitted was classified SECRET. There is some indication that the

document has since been dec1ass1f1ed and Nat1ona1 Arch1ves may have'
a declassified vers1on. v : :

: WOu1d 1t be appropr1ate at th1s p01nt to 1n1t1ate inquiry W1th
Natinal Archives to determine if, in fact, Archives does have this
declassified version, and to provide us a copy of the study and details

relating to the declass1f1cat1on, so that CI may amend its record for

- FOIA requests re]at1ng to this subJect matter.

A copy of the sanitized version (with de]et1ons on pages 25 and

26) s attached, and we will await your advice before we consider this

study as actually released. ..It would apprear appropriate that this
study should be routed through SE/CT ( ) for coordination

prior to release. A copy of the transmrttar Tetter to the Warren

Commission is also attached for your assistance.

. -; X /L.—- r(:‘-,./' o
E. Mendoza”
Chief, CI/PA

Attachmentét
- Sanitized Version
w/transmittal letter
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June 1L, 197>

TELEFON 8362286, 80 33 36

: | - - S/E
Central Intelligence Agency o

LoG.-
(CIA)

: ‘ e - " IRS 75-2105
- Washington 25, D.C.

DO [erf &8
dJd. S&thqgg&gr ‘ o . e

Workin g Copy

ubject Your documentatlon "Soviet Use of Assas51natlon.
and Kidnapping"
Ref.:

German Daily DIE WELT (June 11 197))

Gentlemen,

Espec1ally in these days of world-wide antl—
US-Propaganda from radical left media people some of
my friends and the undersigned feel the ne03551ty of
correctlng their lies.

(x)

Therefore, please, let me have two copies -
of the a/h documentation, including an 1nv01ce.

Yours sincerely,
, P .
- '6-

N ,/'9

./ é#»"i’ ﬂ'«y &f" I: ) o ‘

T

W e

(x) All of us of German nationality. )
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. _ Dig WeLT, 11 June 1975, p. 5
“Die 13, ABTEILUNG IST ZUSTANDIG FUR DEN Tpo“_sﬁut
ARTICLE S1GNED BY WERNER KAHL. :
HOW THE SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICE HAD ITS ENEMIES i
: 5. .
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES KIDNAPPED OR MURDERED 1S DOCUMENTED )
IN A pBssxer "DOSSIER" OF THE CIA WHICH WAS RECENTLY ;
DECLASSIFIED. RICHARD HELMS, £X~CIA DIRECTOR, HAD THE .
. : i
"RESEARCH DONE 8Y ORDER OF THE ADMINISTRATION. TiTLE ‘
_OF THE STUDY: “"SOVPET USE OF ASSASS!NAT!ON AND ]
A . o —— i, st R s e . et -3
Ktpnaeping®, T~ : S
AL T ST - .
' ) oo
THE REMAINDER OF THE @ ARTICLE GIVES DETAILS B A
OF RN& SOME OF THE ASSASSINATIONE AND KiDNAPPINGS. ‘ _gqi“*q;-
THE LATEST CASE CITED IN THE ARTICLE OCCURED IN I95l; [
A F o
I .
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{ ‘t ‘.
£
ot .
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" President's Commission on the _ _
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Dea.x Mr. Rank:n. .

T ey

MreJ. Lee Rackin S S IR
Genaral Counsel - ' R

200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. - P I R
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annrdﬂd herewith are the orivina.ls and tu-o carbon.

-coples each of two vupe-'a preuared by this ageacy ior the
" Cnmmissxun.

Tho first paoer is entitled "3 viet Use of Ascassi .Ation |

and zadnapgmg." it sets foven informaticn from a. vanc.y of
Bources on XG3 employment of assassination and kidazpping

techniques to eliminats enercies of the USSR atroad.

The mecond paper is entitiad "Soviet Fress Reaction to
the Assaesination of Presideat Vernedy." It {2 an aralysis
of the coverage of the assassization and ite aftermath in the
major Scviet newspapers during the period 23 2wvembcr - 31

December 1943. ; R S e e

EE T

Ve hope that these papers u.ill assist the x,om*masz:m
in complcnng its work,

Sincerely,

(& e L ERECY

. v we
Pdchard Fielias

"Deruty Directur for I leox

Inclonures: stated zbLuve, Cc/ 7?./(..-, TiegenzehiLilwrig PRLRIH =
Distrikuvtion: rig. & 1 = Sddeessee \\..c; Tevruary 1V NI '
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‘It"h'a,s long beén known that the Soviet state sec_urity service
(c'ur'rently l:hé KGB) résor.ts to abduction and muxrder to éonabat ,wha;.
are C'onsbidcred to be actual or poéential ‘thrca.ts to the Soﬁeﬁ regime.
Theée' techniques, fx-'equentlyb designated é_s ”ex-ecutiir’e_actiohf'l .and known

within the KGB as. "liquid affairs" (Mokryye Dela), can be and are employed

abroad as well as within the borders of the USSR.; They have been used

against Soviet citizens, Soviet _emigrés'énd even foreign nationals., A list

-—-.-—.-—.____... -
ce et [

I ash 1tg .

of those who have fallen victim to such action over the years would be a very

long one and wbuld include even the co-fouﬁder of the Soviet Vsta’tc,._Le'on .
_TRO'TSKY_,‘ S_c-iveral well knﬁwn .Stoi/ie_t as s.aVs sination opcfatipzls whi.ch hayg
occurred since t_hér rise of KHRUSHCHEV attest to the fact that the”p"res_c:nt
leadership of the USSR sﬁ.ll hemploysithis meth}o‘d of ciealing with its ezmmies.
The sudden disappéara.-nce or uﬁe‘xpected'dea-& of a person _knowxi_ to
possecss anti-Sow;riet convictions immediétely .raisves the suspi‘cio-n of Soviet

involvement. Because it is often impossible to prove who is responsible

1. Strictly speaking, the term "executive action' encompasses
diversionary activitics (such as sabotage) as _weil as terroristic activitics.
This paper, however, discusscs only the terroristic aspect of Sovict

. -

exccutive action, namecly kidnapping and assassination.
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for such incidcixts, Soviet intelligence is freq\xeﬁti‘y blé.mcd'a.nd is
ﬁndoubtgdly creditéd with successecs it actually.has'not aélxic;red. On the
other hand, even in cases where the Soviet hé.nd is: obvit).ils, investigation
often pzlodu'ces only fragmentary infor?ﬁation, due to the -KGB ab'ili'tyv to
. ‘camouflage its trail. In addition, Soviet intelligence is ;lioub-tléss involved
in incidénts that never becoAme qfﬁ_cially reéognized as exe'cgtive action,
subh as assassinations which are recorded é.s aécidént:s, suicide, or |
, natur_él dea.ths.
Ail of the factors cited étbove have helpéd to obscure St;viet ;;ractices
in Iregvard to assassinﬁtioﬁs._and abductions outside the US.SR..: Cértain_ .
obserirationé can bAe made, however, @hich wili help to_put these practices
, into their proper perspecti\?,e. Th~esve‘<13bservations are set forth in t_ﬁe |
following paragraphs and are based on information produéed by the in'ves‘tigatior
of known or suspected Soviet operations which have occurred since W.orld
War II, as well as from .information supplied by deAfectOII‘s during -l:imi's pcribd.
Targets
The large numbers of former cit;izens of the USSR (and of impcrial
Russia) living abroad in protest against the Soviet regime have becen a
continuing causec for concern to the Soviets since the carly twentics.

PN sTl‘ 1 L .‘ ”-]‘JN CA\TC}JLkD . }
— g, 0T
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Reducing and keeping to a minimum the potential threat to the regime
represcnted by these cmigrcs is one of the functions of the state security

service. Soviet intelligence secks to neutralize, discredit and destroy

 anti-Soviet g‘roups‘ by'luring» emigres back to the USSR, by pe'n'etrating

., emigre organizations, and by kidnapping or murdering individual emigres

considered to be particularly dangerous.

Emig-re lea..d'ers whd patticipatg in antieSovict_activities bha_ve beén v
primar.? ‘ta'rgel;s of Sovi‘et:-abductionv.or. assassiha'tibn oéeratiohs. Sﬁ'ch
operations are SOtheEimés deéigncd i:o derhonstfate- tﬁa.t the deiet regime
can strike its enemies anywhere in the world, The Soviets hope '—ther:eby
to create fear, unrest, confusion_anci-dis.sensionvwithin' e.migre organizations
and at the same time deter ‘o'ther emigres from joining their ranks. The
pla‘nnedvassassina.tion, of NTS leader Georgiy S. OKOLOVICH in February
1954 represented a particularly éigniﬁ.éanﬁ step toward achieving_ this goal,
but the act was not carried out Be_cause' of the defection ofvstai:e security
Captain Nikolay KHOKHLOYV., |

On thé’ other hand, ‘assassinations -of sbme_ emigre leaders have been
Car;:ied out so skillfully as to lecave the impiessidn. that the vict:';msA_died
from natural c.:ausre‘s.’ Detaiis of somc of the tcéllniqucs u‘sc'dA to achicve
fhis were broﬁght to light in 1961 when professional K.C»B‘assassin Bogdan

STASHINSKIY defected to the West and revealed that he had successfully

- 3 -
aeth n,;[‘ of s o /L F § SRRV T I
._.':_;.,/L ~e 7; l’- o i
N am* titie of pern (m n.nkmn the mersoy
“ £ .
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performed two such misAsions.l In 1957 4hc kiilcd Ukrainian cmigrc writc::.;
Lev R'EBE'::P in Munich :vith.a poi:#un vaiqor gun which left the victim dc:'ad
of an apparent heart attack, In 1_795‘9, thé same typc of weapon ‘v_w)as used on
Ukrainian em;gré leader Stepan BANDERA, although BANDERA's death
"was ncver {ully accepted as ﬁéving’; bcen. from naturali céuses; The.s;e
‘,‘caA.ses are discussed in more detail later in this paper.

“Exécut.:ive a<.:.tion‘is also ‘t'riggered.by. aﬁy ‘;igns of poésible digldyalty_ '
on the part of 'Soviét officials a.br‘oa.d. | The Soviets hé.vé gone to great -lc;:r.lg.t‘hs
m the ,past}tlo silence _th'eirv intelligence ofﬁeers' who havé.de-sfe..:ctétii., as |
eyiden_ced by the as§assination vof forme¥ ?té.t,e secufity ofﬁcér Ignaée’
REISS in 1937 and the unexplained "suicide™ of fofmer S‘?viet miiitary
1ntelhgence officer Walter KRIVITSKY in 1941 In the post-war era, t:heir-
deLermlnat.mn to preverﬁ: such defections was v1v1dly demox;stral_é.d by the
unsucccssful attempt to force the wife of Vladimir PETROV to ret\;r‘n to:
the Soviet Unioﬁ frorr; Austrz;lia ,after his defection in Ai)rii 1954:. The | ’
"practice of physical reétraint applies with equal'fprcé to othe:.j Soviet -
officials who attempt to defect or are suspect;et'i-dfl‘being bn the vér'ge of
doing s0. Examples were witnessed in Calcut:fa., India in Jamia._:_rvybl.958

and Ra.ngoon;Burma in May 1959. The respective victims, Aleksandr

-d -
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F; ZELENOVSKIY and Mikhail I. STRYGIiN,» wére both 1.>0r:l;ra.y;3d by tﬁe A
Sovietskas mental cgses, ’wexv'e taken into custody by means of strong~arm
tactics, and were forcibly remov‘e‘d to the USSR in a matter éf days.
F.breign nationals ére somectimes Sfictiins of ,Sovict'éxc;ciutive action.

The i:argets whp fall into this category may be ind'igénous;'.agents who havé_
»becpmg suspect o:;' fqrine_r- citizens_ of Satellite .countriés.who h'av_e-_turned
‘against the Soviet xégi’m_e“.', In the lé.tﬁer. ca.sAe:," a;étioﬁs agé;inst“'suqlg“ihdividuais
aré ‘uks‘ué,l-ly ca.rrie;i out tHrough tihe"_correspondﬁg Satellite intelligeﬁcc
vsel;vice, aided and abetted bﬁr’ soviet state sccurity.» The abducﬁozls of

v‘.Dr. ‘Wall:er LINSE and Bohum11 LAUSMAN exemphfy thls type of opcratlon. :‘
b'LINSE had fled East Germany in 1947 and later became a lcader of the
"Spciety of Frg,e Jurists, "an anti—Communist organization that the Soviets
considercd‘ particularly dangerous. He was kldnapped from West Berlin
'1n July 1952 by agents of the East German security serv1ce, w1th the full

knowledge and approval of sovict state security; he was later turned over

to Soviet}a.‘utho'r_ities in Karlshorst, East Berlin and eventually sentenced

CLARETR Arz\"}'r) pA'\'(‘FT 8D
"’.'n avigerity of : smL A0 fn 4«,1 y:- I

Hame °"u title of person 1w Mu; o r%w SRR
Fa H 4471"" >
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to imprisonment in the USSR. LAUSMAN, a pr ominc'nt‘Czcch anti-Comimunist
who had fled to the West in 1949, disappearcd from Vienna in-1953. It was

later learncd that he'had been kidnapped by agents of Czech intelligence, with

the official sanction of Moscow, The soviet state security rezidentura in

Vienna also had becn directed to assist the operation by .'supplyirig a car

for transporting LAUSMAN to ,Pré.guc and arranging for the vehicle to have.

free passage through the Soviet Zone of Austria.

Foreign political leaders arc also potential targets of Soviet execcutive

action operations and, according to recent information, the KGB's executive

~action component includes such persons among its targets, There is, however,

no evid_ence proving that any Westérn leader has been the victim of Soviét

executive action,

2. LINSE died in a Sovie't prison ca;mp 15 December 19_53, according
t‘o a stafemenf issued By the Soviet Red Cross on 8 June:»l‘.)'é.’o,v‘a vxrtual .
admissic;n.of Soviet responsibility for the kidnapping. The ;_:ite_d date of
hié decath is at vé.riance,_ however, wii:h informaﬁon from fellow prisoners.

of LINSE who reported having seen him in 1954 ar_xd'..1955..f

¢ T‘.".\QTI*‘T(‘ATION ("Af" i
Ly authority of; S5 & J“\;J‘L\“ ://)‘*"'« R
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Orpanization

The exccutive action component of the Soviet governinent is currently
deszz.‘lgna.'tcd‘ the 'I‘hirteenth Departrqent of the KGB intelligcm':vc d»:lrvcctc')ra.tc
(First Chicf Diré-ct‘orate). The earliest known prﬂc‘dccessor of thg 'I‘Ihi'rteven,th
Department \.Nas the sq-calléd "Directorate of Special Tasks_",i:epoftcdly'
established within the NKVD in Deccember 19.36 for terror purposes. During
World War II terr.br missions we;'e perfof;hed by the,NK(i}B'Fo.‘ﬁrth Diréctoratc

which was responsible-f.or_ partisan activity behind German lines. In late 1945

‘or early 1946 this 4directorat¢ was réplaced by a unit of the MGB known as

. Spets Byuro #1 which was ’or'ganizéd to retain Fourth Directorate personnel

to support and direct partisan activities behind enemy linés in the event of
a future war. In-the summer of 1952, however, the long-range aspects of

Spets Byuro #1's mission were abandoned, and emphasis was shifted to

using all available agents for sabotage and other violent activities. Spets

‘Byuro #1 was given a new, and at present still unknown, designation sometime

in 1953 and assigned to carry out ''special action tasks,' such as sabotage,
political murders and Iddnappiﬁgs. With the creation of the KXGB in 1954, the

executive action component was i'edkesi‘gnate_d as the Thirteenth Department,

".Although the jurisdiction of the department is global, its main target arcas

are the United States and members of Western trcaty organizations. Thaere
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is no cvidence of the existence of any unit within the Sovict military intelli-"
gence component (the GRU) responsible {for the type of execcutive action
discussed in this paper, although the GRU reportedly can undertake such

operations under certain circumstances.

The Thirteenth Department is believed to be divided into sections

(otdeleniye) or di_x;éctifms (napravleniye) by cgu,ntries or grtqupbs” of couhtries,
such‘as, for example, i:he_Unit;ed States (”t:h; pfrinpi_i)al enemy"),' England,

| Latin America, étc; At .M»oscow he’a.dquart;ers' the depa:'t;tmeni: haé apéféxi-‘
mately 50 60 expenenced emplosre;es, and w?ts la.st know;'x to be headed by
Gencral (fnu) RODIN, who under the ahas KOROVIN had prev:x.ously been the
KGB re51den_l: in Great Brltaln. Secrccy about the w_ork of this de’pa.rvtm‘ent |
is. ma.intained through the careful selection and'training of its i)crs'omml;.
the officers do not discuss their e}'cperic‘nce among others; dépar-f:rnent
documents axre not circulated, |

In additon to headquértcrs personnel, £he ].3t11 Departmént has its

own support officers in Iegal residencies i‘ni'Western countries é.nd in some
Satellite countries. ‘Suclzl support officers Wo_rk_ﬁﬁder the i_nstructi'ons -éf
the légal‘ resident and the 131:11 Department. One of the‘rAn>ore a,ctiyéx.g'roixps ’
is a unit in East Germ.any which ;1umbcrs i;erhaps 20-30 pcz_:sbns; As. of
1960 there \.Nas a group in China, .but it pfobably nio longfzr exiéts’.} Prior

to 1955 there was also a group in Austria. In a country in which a support

CLASRIFICATION CA‘\*(‘F" i,
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bfi’icuf of the 13th .Dcpartmcnt is stationed, vth(‘: légal.i’csident and the
1‘1ea.dqua.rtcr5 dcpartnicnt for that country arc .a\A.Ié;re of thc Lalgcts of
tﬁc 1.1:31:11 Dcpartmcné in that country, al(;hbugh they arc not awavrcv of
illegal agents who are irL direct contact with tl;é 13th Dcpart}me-nt:._

Although' th.Le Thirteenth Dc;;artment is the KGB's c;;ec;xtivé action
‘component, the Emigré (Ninf.h) Depaz;tment directs all bi)erations; including

‘assassination operations, against Soviet emigres. The Emigre Departinent!s

assassination operations, however, are believed to be conducted jointly

wi»l:h l:hd "I‘hiﬂeehth Depértment and sometimes other KGB_componen.ts;
- for example, tﬁe épunterintelligence_ directorate (Second.. Chicf‘Di.rectorate).
The 13th Department al.'s.o supports the Di'sin.fo'r.mavtion (12th) Depart-

’mént of thé First'Chief"Dirécto;ate in the la'..tter‘s cove;*t propaganda
campaigns aimed at the creati,bn of confusion and panic in Wéstern countrics.
An example is the campaign conducted, ‘in 1959 and lateri,_ for the purpose of
creating adverse world opinion toward West Germany. This campaign
included setting fire to synagdgues and painting s.w.astikav signs iﬁ public
places and attributing th;;se acts to West Germ'an‘s. Other bpératiox1s in

which both the Thirteenth Department and the Disinformation Department

are involved include attempts to remove the threat to Sovict interests posed
by certain members of Western governments., Sometimes this cntails

arranging for the dismissal of such persons from public office, but, in

\'I..4',.‘R.’mﬁF{"%Y?‘ﬂf"}‘faﬁ'&".}if‘i,a?}lld mecan "climiha.ting" them physically.
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The defcctor, KHOKHLOV, described! ‘L’\‘:c; léboratoncs assocmLod vuLh

the cxecutive action'department; One produced special weapons and explosive
" devices, whereas the other deVe;lopcd poisons and drugs for ''special tasks."
"I‘h,c explosives laboifatory was loéaﬁte‘d ncar Kﬁchixio, putsidve Moscow‘,’_ and
. was_rcspbnsible for the dcﬁelopxncnt and produkctibn of weapons, from

drawirig up'blﬁepri'.nts to melting and pouring bbullets. In no casec wa~§ assistance
obtained from military ofdnan'cc or othexr outside .a._gencieg._

The‘labqrato'ry féi‘ poisons was ‘supp.oséd‘ly a Alarge:a.nd's.uper-se;ret
_insA_taITlaA.tion. No agents were .pe_rr.ni.tf',ed écces,s to it or even knew of its
loca.tiion.‘ KHOKHLOV ‘could provide no first-hand info:métiqn on it,
Othe;sources, however, have reported the existence of.L;his t_:jrpe of laboratory
dating vback to the purges in the late 1930%s, A report from one source in

1954 described an experimental laboratory within Spets Byuro #1 known as.

the "Chamber" (Kamecra'). This laboratory conducted experiments on
prisoners and persons subject to execij;ion to test the effectiveness of
different powders, beveré.gcs and liquorsA and various types of injections, as

well as rescarch on the use of hypnotism to force prisoncrs to confess.

Besides its staff, -ohly certain high-lcvel persons were permitted to center
its premises. Although its cxistence officially was kcpf a sccret, it was
generally suspected or known by many state security functionaries that a

unit of this sort was maintaincd. The Soviet government allegedly abolished
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the "KKamera® in Oclobgr 1953, according to an announcement made to

N The gy

4

» sclcctvc;d: staté sccurity and ?arty officials, attributing the establishment
and operation of the laboratory sole'ly to BERIYA and hiQ col.mr'ts. Whether
or no§ this step actuélly waé .takcz}-docs;no't rule out (:lxc p‘oss:i..bilit:y, howcx}czﬁ,
. of the same type of unit conﬁnuing to existin sbm'e other fo;nﬁ .
Training for exécﬁlﬁive'action operatioﬁs was conducted at'a basc'iri
_Moscow by a ’s(;aff'of instructors who specialized in such Su__Bjécts as the use
-of éma__ll arms{, jujitsﬁ, é_pdc, wireless, dzjiving{ survéiliancé, éq& photpgraphy_.
Altho-ugh ex‘e'cuvtive action opgrationé outside the USSR are éiaﬁned, .
c‘iirectAed, and sometimeé carried but.by state se;:urity staff personnel, a
mission r'na.y'a_lso,b‘c performed by one or ﬁuorc, agents ‘recAr_u‘it'cduSPecifically'f
for tthi:‘: purpose. KHOKHLOV himseclf, for in_st‘ance,v was' cé..tegpri(%ally
.forbiddén tovass'assinate OKOL.OVICH'p'ersonally. Two German agents,
Hax.fxs. I(UI(OWITSCH and Kurt WEBER, were to carry out the deed under
KHOKH«LVOV“'sv supervision. | This reﬂected'So'vieAt thc-ory that inc‘ligénous.
persogncl would have better access t§ the target, and also had the ad\vranta‘gcv

- of avoiding dire'ct'Soviet'avtti'ibution. It appeé.rs from the STASHINSKIY case,
however, . that security considerations ruled out the in.volvcmcht of non-Soviets
in more recent Qpcration_s.

E§c11 thb'ough some sourccé havce made st,‘atc,mcnlts‘to the contrary, it
‘app‘cars that thc agents (as opposed to staff ecmployecs lil’cc STASHINSKIY)

who perform executive action for the Sovicts may be used for more than onc

- 11 -
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mission of this nature.” KHOKHLOV spoke of special cxccutivc action

units known as "boyevaya gruppa' (litcrally, combat groups) which

cbnsisted of indigenous agents aﬁd/or Soviet: ilicgal staff officefs situated
outside the borders of the USSR onvthei territory of ho.stile_gqvernmcvnts; or in
" close proximity tﬁereto.- Such gr‘oupAs were armed and prelﬁafed l‘:ob pérfofip
executive actions when required to do so, either in tinﬁe o‘f peace or war.
.Avbgroup of_.this type under thedirection of the executive .;cfion- d,epa‘rl:ment
-Abase at KarlshorsL osten51b1y was involved .1n the kldnapplng of br Aléxa.nder
’I’RUSHNOVICH an NTS leader in West Bcrhn, in Apnl 1954 KHOKHLOV ‘
believed the abductors to have becn rccru:.ted and organized by.the East
German security service »at_the request of the KGB chief a_t i{arléh_ofst. .
The same type of grdup Qés_ mentioned in connéctibn with-t:hev;bdimtion of

Dr. LINSE; the actual abduction was reportedly performed by four German

| rhembers_ of a "boyevaja gruppa" from Ea:st German. It isfprobabln‘:_: thaf
such teams arc .é moﬂern va;iation of the "rﬁobilc gr_o_ups‘; described by al
pre-war source as units dispatched from Moscbw to foreign cloun't.:ries to
assassinate Tro.tskyitcs and state 'secﬁi'it:y officers who rcfﬁ‘sed to_fetu‘rn

to the USSR, as in the case of REISS and possibly KRIVITSKY.
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Techniquces .
Many known ‘ol' suspeccted exccutive action cascs in the ‘post—;war
period have involvéd the usc of poison rather than guns or_explo:-;i-ves.
It is. conceivable that the Sov;iets'tend.to favor poisqns because murder s
. can be accomplis_hed more surl’éptit;iqusly irl this mannecx apd i1'_1- some
instances without leaving easily recbgnizable traces of fo’ul:play.' Drugs
.are also used td i:icapacitate a personv temporarily.for abdlzc’tion pur'poses,

-.as reportedly happened in the TRUSHNOVICH case and in Lhe ludnapplng of

another NTS member Valen P TREMMEL from Llnz, Austria in J’une
1954, There are, however, many unknown, uncontrollable fach)r.s in the use
of poisons and dl’ugs which limit and often preclude their usage. Probably_

l:he most_-important is the narrow span between. a dose tha‘.t‘will ca.use disability
and one (:hAaYt will cause death. ' Dosages vary from one indivi.dual to another
depénding upon the p.é;‘son's weight, state of h'ealth, and (f.he way the ppison_
enters the body. The type used.obyicusly is determined by the result des.ire'd.
'lt is no problefn to cause.deéth, but often difficult tl.‘)‘ control dosage success-

fully when the objective is to incapacitate an individual only temporarily.

There appears to be no consistency in the use of poisons by Sovict
intelligence to causc disability or death, or in the rcpetitious usc of any

one drug. Chemicals which have been used in cases known or suspected

3
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to be Sovict 1nst1natt,d 111L111d(. arscnic, potas siiﬁn cyanide, scopolamine,
and thallium. Other hk(.ly Su})stanccs are atropine, Sarblturﬁtcs, chlo-
vral hydr'ate, paraldchydc and Warfarin.. Conllainations ,OI two of m ore
sqbstanées rﬁay a.l.so be used, ’which‘ fur;hcr complicatels diagnosis and
tracing. , ]

One well publicized poisoning case involved.the defeétojr Nikolay .
KHOKHLOY. KHOKHLQV suffered.a; spaden and seivereAilin;ess WHiie
at.tending an anti-Communist meeting in Frankfui't;, Germany i_n. September
1957 A poéiﬁ#e d.iagnnosis'-was.*. precluded by tAhév,initi_al t'r.ea.tm.'e‘nt:given

himgat a German hos"pita.l,‘ ‘but there was evidence of his having been -

' 'pbisoned by a thallium derivative of arsenic and/or other chemical agents;

v_and a strong p0351b111ty tha.t the poison had been admlmstered at R.IS

_instigation’.- KHOKHLOV himself believed, and a.llcgedly had supporting’
fx;édica.l. 6pinion, that he had .been poisoned by radio-activated th‘a_l_lium.
Hé believed that the poison was ’of Russain origir; bgcause it waé suci; a
complicated substance that it waé difficutl to;nalyze and had been ca';efully

prepared to leave virtually no trace. A unique mechanism for administering

poison was described by a knowledgeable source as a pneumatically operated

poison ice "atomizer" which leaves no wound or other cvidence of the causc
of death. The equipment and techniques used in the poisoning of REBET and
BANDERA are trcated below in some detail as exdmplcs of the most rccent

3

and sophisticated mcthods in use by the KGDB.
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" In November 1961 a Some lntelhgcnm, offlcer, Bogdan STASHINSKIY
" surrendecred to the Wesl: German police, stating that he had, a.qting under
: L:;ffic‘:ialb orders, .ﬁssassinated two individuals during the-pi'evi—ou‘s‘»'fcw»
years: Lev REBET, a Ukrainian cmigre writer;“and Steéén 'BANDER.A, a
leadér of the Ukrainian Nétion_alisf movement. In both casev‘s-‘,. a s‘imi,l'a.r'

type of weapon had been used: a gun which fired vaporized poiso‘n.\whic'h.

killed almost i‘n'stax.ltly upo'n‘ being inhaléd. - The properties of the kil_iiné
agent were such that, until the defection of the éssassin, both vic'(ﬁims ‘
were c;fficially‘ believed to havel died from heart attack»s:‘ In the case of
BANDERA, ’howe_‘:ver, there was some unconfirmed sﬁs'pici.on of éotassium

cyanide poisoning although there was insufficient evidence to prove it,

The Weapon
The weapon used to assassinate REBET was a light—\ﬁcight aluminum
cylinder, 15-18 cm. long and approximately 3 cm. in diameter, and ..

weighing about 200 grams. The cylinder was divided into threce separate

chambers, one of which contained liquid poison scaled hermetically into
a plastic-typc ampule container under low pressurc. (At normal temperatures
the poison would cvaporate, disappearing without trace in about two minules.)

The threc components could be assembled by means of a threcad which allowed

- 15 -




13-00000

one part to screw ii\to "tlluh: other. The first c_omponc'npwas the poison
ampulc portion, the Iro.nt cnid of which had a fine me-téllic screen. The
poison a.mpul.c fitted. solidly against the w_al'l.s of thé metal cylinder. The
| cgnter* component c'ont;-alincid a piston and a piston arm whicﬂ exte'x‘x‘dedv into
the third or activating c’ompon'ent.’ .The latter ,containcd a spring-mounted
.activa'ting arm whjch, when drawn back, armed the weapon.. .A rel_easing
arm was appended to. thé fhird component at an énglé and Wa's atta.'ciied to
.‘t'.he_ activating arm by means of a releasing catch. A small safét_y arm
"_permittg:d the weaéon to be placed in the _saféty poSition. | Tile_thir‘d Coﬁalﬁonent
al_éo contain‘e'dlé._'few gfai‘ns of 'pbw'de‘r'. |
A‘]‘L‘he maximum effectivé .range of the weapon was about one-half
meter; at one and one~half mecters the effect of._the vapors wauld be
questionable; 'andva_,,t t\_nc; a;zmd ope-—half méters,' the vapors would be totally
ineffective. (The assassin was instructed to fire the weapon only inches
from the face;‘) |
The weai)on was activated as follows: Theva.;:tivating arm was pulic‘d

back and the safety rcleased. The weapon was then activated. It was

held in the palm of the hand in such a fashion that it fired when the user

pressed the releasing arm towards the activating arm. The relcasing
arm, when prcsscd, acted upon the relcasing catch‘,' permitting the spring-held
- 16 - : L

PHLASSE l- ICATION CANCELED _
e chority of: £GEL fudE Geo ,,{‘e'n

| Focan and Uil of v st s "w
im Ay AR R
Dnn R l//.) .7 e




13-00000

activating arm to fly fﬁrward against the small clxarg§ of p_owdc.r.v The
cxplodi.ng po;v'dcr (whic:h made a noisc approximating the sound of 'a ll‘oud ‘
handclai) with the hands 'cup’ped) drove the pistbn arm foz"wafd,‘ causing the
piston f:o strike against the poison ampule. The poison was. thus driven out
through the ﬁv_ne screen in the form of a liqu;;d si)ra.y‘.‘ - |
. The weaponv‘usc—.d for the second aséassinat_:ion .w‘as‘ similar., eXcépt
_that itvwav.s double~barrelled, Eac};ba,rr:el containea‘a; éharée of pAoison. '
similar to that confained in thev'siﬁgle-—bar;relled' we'ap'on; hoxvéver,_ i;hé:
" two barrels could be dis‘;:harge_d separa;tély ‘or. together as aumt Thus,
| in the év‘enit' thé‘ fir%:‘t' charge did not kill the victim, a second é.ttemét could "
be made. The. two barrels were welded tbgether and the weapon had two
releasing g-rms',v two feieaéing Cﬁtches,' two saf:e'ties‘, and two activating arms.
The effect of the poison was t}}e same.

Utilization of the Weapon

For maximum effective results it is recommended that tfxe liqgid -
poison be shot directly into the face :of_ the victim, in orde; to in.troduce
the vapors most quickly into the respiratory system. | Since the vapors
'v__:rise upwards very rapidly, the poison is still effective w'_h'e'r'; aimed at the
chest; cdncéivably, fhis would be .suff.l;.ci‘enli time to allow tﬁc victim time

to scream.
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Effccts of the Poisbn

The effect of the poisonous vapors is such thaF ‘th'e arteries which
feed.'b.lood to 'the.b-rai‘n become pafaly;zed almost immcdiatcly. Absénce
of blood in the brain precipitates a n‘ormal paralysis of the brain or ai.
. heart attac_k, as a reéult: of ,which: the vic_tirh dies. The. vict{m is_
~clinically dead within one and one-half fninut:es aftér inhaling t}iesé

poisonous vapors. After about five minutes the effect of the poison

‘wears off entirely, permitting the arteries to return to their norm_é.l

. condition, leaving no trace of thc{ killing a‘gen't"which prec'ivpi’ta'te‘d the

paralysis or the hea;ri; é.vttack. o

'Allegerdly, no for-eign.m‘atte’r can be diséovere_d in the body or on
‘the Aclothes}ﬁf the. victim, no matter"how. thorough an autopsy or ék_amination.
The liquid spray can be seen as it leaves the nose of the w_eé.pon, however,
and droplets can é.ls.o be seen on the face of the_ victim.

S’I‘ASHINSKIY claimed tha‘t, befére using the weapon on his firs-ﬁ victim,
he tcsteci it on a dog. He, fired the gun directly ii;to the dog's face, holding

his hand approximately one and one-half feet from its nose. Almost

immediately after the liquid spray had hit its face the dog rolled over,
without making any sound whatever. It continued to writhe for almost thrce

minutes, however. STASHINSKIY Was told that the p_oiso_n affected a human
much sooner, causing death within one and one-half minutes.
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Safcty Prccaﬁtions for the UScf
STASHINSKIY wats told tlﬁat neither thé péisonous liquid noxr-the fatal

fumgs affccted any portion of thc. Abody other than the re‘spirz‘xtory system,
and that, since it could not enter ﬁme body through the skin or the pores,
one could safely place Ilié hafxds into a pail of the ;‘;oison.,‘ Inasmuch as

the weapon was held ét arm'é length when fired and the liq\jid SP;';y' éjected
forward in a conical pattern, the user, undér normal condit:ions, is safe
from thc effects of the poisonous vapofs.‘. Neverﬁthgless, as aﬁ éxtréf
| pk‘r_ecaution,.' STASHINSKIY wé.s' provided wifh counterac'tive‘vagenvts' to

use- if he so desired.

Concealment Methods
For transportation, tfxe weapon was tran-sbbrted her;he_tit:ally
sealed in a container, and inserted between-saus_agés in a can‘which
was itself hermetically sealed. It wa_s‘ suggested to STASHINSKIY that
he should carry the weapon to the site of tﬁe planned a_ssa.srsination_
wrap’pgd in a light n_ewspapér, i‘n which he had torn a small 'ho];e to
enable him to reach tﬁe safety quickly just befpré using the wecapon.

Method of Attack

In the first assignment, STASHINSKIY obscrved REBET debarking
from a streetcar at about 0930 hours. Observing that the victim was heading

for his ofﬁcc, the assassin. preceded h1rn into the bu11dmg and climbed the
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circular staircase to the [irst flpor. On l;caljjng REBET’S footsteps on
the sté,ircase, STAS.HII\;S»KIY turned and started walking down,keép_ing to the
" left, and carrying the weapon, wrapped in nerSpapcr, ixi-hi.s, right harid;. The
tyvp met about halfwa;y between the two floors, Firihg dir.é;:i:ly_'_in_t’o REBET“S
fa.ce from a distance of approxima'tély‘ 6n‘e-hal£ meter, STAéHINSKIY cont.inued
‘,walking downstaifs without. even breaking h.is. pace. Thévvicf:im‘ lih:ch_ed
s_il}e'nt}..y forwazxd and fe.lll on the staircasé. While sti.il in ti_mé bu11d1ng )
STASHINSK.IY shook off the liquid drops from the_»ﬁleaéonénd putlt 1n Atherz
‘breast-ppckef of hj; suit. (A labérato;y exami"na.tioﬁ of ti;e sult latcr %eve'alled
nothing of. éignifica,nce.) Al_though he had no reason t‘o-f"be.iicvé’.tﬁa‘ﬁ he had in-
haled the p‘oisénous fumes, he u'sed‘. thve counter#clt:ivg -maeasm»:eis-pi‘jovid_ed;
He later disposed of the murder wea‘pp‘n ina shallow .canAa.lﬁ 1n (:hc c1ty. )
In carryingfout hls second mission, STASHINSKIY used a éimﬂar
approach. Having previously abaﬁdoned an ati:e'mpt to corner BANDERA
- in the Iétvter's. garage, the assassin ga.inéd entry>into the vicﬁ.m’;s ap_é.ftment
house by reproducing a key whiéh he had observed bemg used in"th.ez fr_ézlt
- door 1oc1§. On the day of the assassination, having seén BANDERA dri\ie
into his dri\;'ewa.y, STASH‘INSKIY let him5c1f- inl:qv 'thé' :@.ipartm‘enf;vbuil.d'ing
and w'aiteri. I'IBANDERA,' cva.ri'ying scveral package.s. 6f fl‘\-li..:t and bveig.;ctablcs
in his figh(é hand, entcred the front door ‘with the aid Qf’.a Kc’y \-avh'ic'h was on
a key ~rii1g together with other keys. As he was attclsmptir%g‘ to ;discf_xgagc the
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key from the 106i<, S'I‘ASHINSKIY moved away from the clevator, wherc
he_had becen standing; foward the front door. The weapon wasin his hand
with the safety released. As he walked past the victim, _w'ho was still
trying to 'extra.caf;e the key from the _loc};, the assassin todk'.thgd:oor

handle with his left handj, as if to-assist BANDERA, asking him *Doesn't

it work?! By this time, BANDERA had succeeded in pulling the key out

of the lock. Almost at the instant he replied “Yes, it works, ' STASHINSKIY
fired both barrels simultaneously into his face at almost point-blank

ra.nge.' Seeing the victim lin'ch backwafds and to the sidé,A the assassin

.walked out of the apartment bulldmg and closed the front door Although

he did not wait to see BANDERA drop to the ground STASHINSKIY is certaln

that, contrary to press reports, ‘the man did not scream or otherwise call

for help. STASHINSKIY later threw the mufder weapon into the same canal

in which he had dis’ca;rded the 'first weapon,

Although the press reportgd that FBANDER'A had been attécked physically
before he was poisoned? STASHINSKIY 'insiét,ed that he had _used no force,
sin(*;e it had not béeg necessary to do so. So;he neWépépers-also reported

that BANDERA had died of potassium cyanide poisoning. STASHINSKIY claims

‘that he was told, and believes, that the chemical was not potassium cyanidc,

since (1) hé thinks that substance could not have been introduced into thc body

by the mecthod cmployed‘ and (2) he beliévcé the RIS would have no reason to
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deceive him on this imatter, c'sp«-;cially sincce he had to be providcd with
countcractive precautions. vSTASI-IINSKIY. claimed thzﬁ onc qf his Sovict
contacts was plcased to learn that thc poli'cc suspected pota-ssium cyanide,
since this allcgedly indicated that the truc cause of the v'icti.m'é decath
was not evident,

II. RADIO FREE EUROPE

The New York Times reported on an atte'mpt to poison'the- staff

of RFE on NovemBer 21, 1959, by plac:.ng atropme in the salt shakers

- of the cafeterla used by RFE personnel Atropine.is a de'rivative from the

deadly nighfshade plant; it can cause paralysisb or death if taken in sufficient
qdantivty.' The amount of poison in each salt shaker was sé.id to be 2.36% by
.weigh.l; of the contents. White crystalline a;lka.loid is indistinguishable frorﬁ :
sait. ‘(U..nc;lassiﬁed, from NYT, 17 Dc;.ce_mber 1959) |
II. STEIN | | |
In March 1955, Lisav.STEIN, an interviewer with RIAS, the Américan
éropaganda radio station in We'sl.t Germa_ny ("Radio in American S'e,c'tqr"), was
fed candy containing the highly dangeroﬁs poison scopolamine. . (stpolaminc
is used in'the so-called "twilight sleep. Y ‘Given in small cio_s’cs it inauces a.
klnd of euphoriaj in larger .doses' it is supposed to be a deadly poison. ) 
It was .intended that Fréu STEIN wbuld becor.ne‘ill and would be abdu_ctc.d. The

plan was that the agent - somconc whom Frau STEIN trusted and with whom

.8
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she was m(:cting .in a West Bei-lin cafe - would o[fcr tixp édiSb_l_u:d (;dndy )

toward the end of the m'eceting. The lady Qas' cxpéétcci to b‘ccbmc i1l .whilc
waildng from fhe cafc‘to her nca.rby residence. On _becomir;g unconscious,
She.":, was to be picked up by a waiting ca..r’-which' would appc’:é.t- to be passing

by chance. The plot was not carried to fruition, however, _bécause Frau

N

STEIN did not become ill until she was near her apartmeht, at whi_.chb point
neighbors came to her aid and she was moved to a hoépitil; .She was
severly ill for 48 hours; after which an antidote wasv found. (Uncla,éSifi-éd,

from the testlmony of Theodor HANS, formerly with US Mﬂltary Intelhgence,

Germany, Scptember 21 196_0, beforg a Congresswnal 1n\{est1g.at1ng comm1ttee.
Iv. OTHER |
Another weaéon used ié’describe’d as a noiseless .gas.pi'stol, powered

by a 300 volt vbatter'y', which vfir'és .a> le't‘hai,'A odorlessvuni-d.enti.ﬁerd gas .The

gas acts in two or three seconéls, ‘and is ef.fectivve.‘ ﬁp to 15 or 20 meters.

The pisj:ol_ has three buttons: one -fbr arming, one for firing, Aand the third

for recharging the battery. (Afﬁer 50 firings the b'a:ttér)‘r m}ay‘be i:écﬁhargéd

by plugging a i:r'ansfo'rmer into normal house power source_.-})k The fistol vis

normally fired 20 times, .very rapidly and automa‘ticallry mw "Bzzzd, M vA.l‘tl”mugh

one squirt could kill, 20 squirts are emitted in order to saturate the arca,
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since the gun is fired at a silhoucttc, rather than at a point.) The ga.s. shot by

the pistol would penetrate the victim's clothing and enter the skin. Therc

is allc'g'edly no dangér to the user.

Trends
S:ane World Wa.r II, and espec:n.ally in the yeals since Stahn s death,

assassination attempts abroad have become increasingly rare. Currently

‘the emphasis in the executive action field is placed on‘sabota'ge"an.d_ sa'bota’ge‘

planning rather than terrorism against individuals., The Soviets now éPparéntly

resort to murder only in the case of persons considered especially dangerous

to the regime and who, for one reason or ancther, cannot be kidnapped. .,A :

kidnapped person is obviously more valuable inasmuch as the Soviets may

"~ be able to extract from him information of interest, as well -as use him for

\ lu\‘%‘%l’?l(‘,\TION C/chale{/ /'.’
Ry .mtlmrm uf: Y S|

Nam

PRR

propaganda purposes by making it appear that he defected to the Soviet side of

his own free will. This cdu.rse_ was followed in the case of Dr. TRUSHNOVICH.

It is also likely that the Soviets find it increasingly difficult to find persons -

willing to undertake murder assignments, while the same may not be true

of abduction. operations. it cén further be conjedtured that the Soviets arv'e
now more concerned about the adverse publiéity generated by Soviet assassina~

tions in gencral than they werce in previous years.
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In this conncctions, comrricnts madc by étaté sccﬁrity defectors Pctr
‘DER"YAB‘IN and Yury RASTV.OI.lOV in 1954 about what the Soviets \;vould_'o.r
would not do are still of intcrest, DBoth béli(;vcd that the Soviets. would
murder one of their officials on the verge. of defecf;ing if that \S)e're the only
way_ of preventing thé act. The same would apply »to.a' Sovict_o_fﬁcial whb had
just defec.ted if thereby staté. secrets could be preserved and if they 'be_lvieved
that killing him would not bring about a i.m ofe adverse situation ig.terms. ‘of'

politics and propaganda than already éxisted. DERYABIN and RASTVOROV

doﬁbt_ed, howével:, .that ‘the Soviets would mﬁrder an official who had been in
‘non~-Communist hapds long enough to have béen exploited for inéelligenée ’and"
propaganda purposes. While both‘graqted that iﬁ partidular.. cz;,'s;es the S_ovieté
.rr.light. go to any- extreme, they'both believed, .generally Vspeakigg, that the
‘ adyérse propaganda re‘suiting :f_rom sﬁch an act would negate its originé.l purposc
On»the other hand, KHOKHLOV, who might have been in a »be'ttc‘er’ position to
know, has stated without_v qualifi;;a;tiOn that the Soviets wbui’c_l cx):n.tin;xe"to .. )
~assassinate defectors in the future. The threaf of Soviet exébut»ive a%:'tiph

" against defectors is also considered a real one by Reino HAYHANEN, who

defected from the KGB in 1957. A still more recent Soviet intclligencé sourcc
~ also believes that standard Soviet practice is to mount a kidnapping or
assassination operation "through-all intelligence 0ppor‘tunit'ics"‘ against

]

defectors from the Soviet intelligence scrvices.
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RDERYADIN a;td RASTVOROV further égrced that t‘dé Soviets, without
hesitation, would forcibly return to the USSR someone on the vexrge of
defecting at a mission abzfoadf This was boz_-ne out by :1xe_n£ore1nen§10ned
STRYGIN and ZELENOVSKIY cases. DESRY};BIN and RASTVORDV aA.‘ls'o
believed that the same ‘p‘olicy v«c;uld appl& to a. Soviet oﬂici;;l who had just.

defacted, or one who had been in ndn-C-Ommunist hands ldhg e‘n'ough_to have

. been exploited for intelligence and propaganda _purposc:}‘. if the capability

existed for returning hirs physically to the USSR.

Lastly, DERYABIN believed that the a‘gsassimtiéxx; of an Ame_d official
would be highly unlikely aﬁd pro‘o‘abl} unﬁroﬁta.ble. He a.léb ééubted that
the Soxnetu would attempt to kidnap any U.«. officials unless thny were
partacu}.arly mowledgeaule. Such an incident v.ould not be worth the trouble
for an average ofﬁcfal, but an 1mporta§t person conccivably would have

sufficient informaticn to make it worthwhile.
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