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-·· .. •· ·lt,.U:MO.RANDU}.-1 FOR: Stanley J. Grogan, Assistant to the 
~ · ·· · · Di'rector 

. SUBJECT 

... :· ... " .•· . 

:·:· .. ; ...... 
•' ·.. . .. -: 

. :REFERENCES 

-~ : . 

: Robert SW A:ro...TNE..."l and Robert THO!vrPSON, · 
Pilots Allegedly Shot Do·.,.r.m over Cuba in 
December41 1961 

: A. Article by AlWood in Orlando Sentinel, 
lZ W..arch 1963 

B. .Article bY A1 ·wood ii\ Orlando EveninJ 
Star, 12. A\t!arch 1963 ............... .. 

. C. Article by Janu~s Buchanan in Pompano 
Beach Sun-Sentinel, lZ MOU'ch 1963 

· ··1 •. · ,On 19 December 1961. this Agency beca1ne aware of 
.. some aspect;s of thP. incident de!iicribed in referenced reports. 

J',ccord.hlg to cui- :records, this was the third overflight of this 
kind attempted. Cn 2.1 October 1961, a leaflet drop was apparently ·. 
mad~ oyer Camaguey. Cuba by u.s. citizens. On 8-9 Decernber 

·1961 •.• aUth()rities at Nassau intercepted and stopped a plane ii!U'.Ld 
·· ·_ U;. S~ eitizens preparing to conduct a similar leaflet drop over 
Cuba~ .· On the weekend of 15-17 December, another overflight 

·was conducted by U. S. citizens and from this attempt. two 
pilots and a plane failed to return. 

. . ' ~. _.· Investigation by U. S. authorities of the activities 
. cited above has. been hampered by a welter. of comllcting stcu:b~s 
from second and third hand sources. as well as by inc:::on:dstent 
statements from alleged participants. However. the !ollowing 
awnmal-y appears to be accurate. William JOHNSON has said · 
that he, .Robert SWAt-mER, and Fr~ FIORI.t."'U :made the Zl 
October overflight. AleY.ander L RORY...E11 a: free-lance newsman 
and photographer who has long' been on the fringes of Cuban exile 
activity, hao claimed that· he flew on this mission as an observer. 
On S December, R.Qbert SWANNER was intercepted in Nassau in 
an aircraft chartered from Sunny South Aircraft, lnc •• Fort 
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. . . ._: 3~· :·.AB to the guestion of CIA involvement in the activities 
. · ~f th~ men· cited herein, JOHNSON~ FIORir\TJ, and RORKE have, .• 
at··~rious times. claimed CIA sponsorship. although RORKE and 
~IOlU.i"'ii also intimated that they themselves were· the sponuors. 
tn·fact,. rione - CIA whatsoever. 

arina. CASTRO's Ar.nbassador -to London from 
· 1959 until Jun~ 1960, at which .time RO.;rAS. broke with CAsTR.O, . · 
because o£ c=on.viction Of the iattel"18 com...T.wUI.'ilt Orientation, 
appears.·t~ have been th_e Cuban exil oring the operations. 
Although this Agency suppo:i1:ed c:eTtain· operations 
of an entirely different nature. air operations or anything con- · 

. nected with them were not included. The poUcy which guided this ·-
· .. ~ ·. 
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·Agehey. during the months in question permitted a great deal of 
·· · latituc!e. in dealing witb. Cuban exiles and, although little or no 

.. c• ·t:oni.rol over their activities was demanded. the authorization, 
· ._ ._ funding. and conduct o! air operations against Cuba by this 

· ·. ':: Agency v.rere specifically forbidden. It is quite likely that 
ROJ..AS. -bl his zeal to stril(.e effective blows against the CASTRO 

· regune~ _and despite this Agency's repeated expressions of dis ... 
inter.est· in air operations. convinced at least RORKE and FIORINI 
that leaf!et drops were sanctioned by CIA. About one week before 
the OetO:ber overflight and a-bout one week before the December 

-incident~- CIA-began to receive reports of impending leaflet 
drops _ov~r Cuba. As noted above, after the~~ _October opera ... 
tion~ RORKE· and FIORINI claimed that they had been involved. 

··. -It" ~s · ~ot unt:U December that this Agency became aware of the 
full extent o~ the three overflights and the detailn of the involve
ment o'f Tij:OMPSON, SWANNER, and JOHNSON.. With the 

_ ·exception. none of the men mentioned herein have 
ever been employed by this Agency iD any c::apa.clty. 

. 4;. In March 1962. Mr .. Raymond J .. DWYER, a Miami 
_ _ attorney representing FINGER in connection with possible 

·· litigation agabl.at -the insurer of the Apache aircra!t, approached · 
.•. this Agen~y- for~information inasmuch as there were widespread 

.rumors of_ U. S. --Government involvement in the incident. Mr. 
D\'iY:ER was· iniormed that this Agency had no connecdon with 

_ the- flight in-question or with the individuals named by him -
- .·- FINGER, JOHNSON, THO:MPSON, 5\V ANNER, and STURGIS (Frank 

.A.Bthony STURGIS aka Frank FIORINI) • 

· S. In June, 196Z, this Agency received from the State 
Department a query fro:m Senator Robert C. BYRD on behalf of 
Mrs. Blanche DeBOLT, Elkview. West Virginia. mother of 
Ropert THO:MPSON. Mrs. DeBOLT was seeking clarification 
of various riunora concerning THO:NIPSON'a whereabouts. This 
. Agency informed State that we had :no information that would 

·. aubatantiate any of the rumors. 

. . 
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. . .·, . ·· .. · 6. : This Agency has checked the transc:dpta of CASTRO's 
···. -~ speeches from 14 through 31 December 1961. He made no refer• 

· · .· . ence to haVing ahot down two aircraft which were dropping bombs 
-·ana leafle_ts on Havana and );-Iatanzas. As to other elements of 

···:·-... 

· .. ··the incichmfas reported in references, this Agency can furnish 
.•..•. · : no' ~~).formation on the following:. 

.. : : :;., · .. ·A. Mrs. SWANNER 1s story of having driven· 
.,SWANNER, JOHNSON., and FIORINI to Fort Lauder• 

. dale to load a boat with leafletSi 

· ·. : . :. · . . . B. The $500. 00 checks reportedly given to 
.. ·· Mrs~-- SWANNER and Mrs. THO!viPSON by FIORINI; 

._:··· 

.. . . :· ··C. Mrs. SWANNER's reported trip to .Andrc:u• 
' .. Islarid With her son and a friend of her husband; 

. ·.·. :.-;.· _:--.'··· 

.. . . ··. . ' D.. The mysterious phone calla to Mrs.. SWANNER. 
'. ~ra.· THOMPSON, ·and others& 

:.:._:. ~ .' .. E. The role of Gene ASBURY aDd Norman 
-·. . GRATSKY or GRADSKY • 

. ,·· .· . . 

· ··. · . 1. ·'.The John MARTINO mentioned in one o! the referenced 
. . artic:lea.ls.-probably Johzi Vblc-ent lviARTINO who was sentenced by 

.. ·._.· Cuban au.tho2:itiee in 1959 to· thirteen years in prison on the charge 
·of counter-revolutionary activities. 1Y1ARTINO was released and 
r~turned to the U. S. in October 196Z, not in December as 
reported.· MARTINO wa.e not and is not employed by this Agency 
in any capacity~ . 
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