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Review of Selected Ttems in the
Lee Harvey OSWALD File. Regardlng Allega—
tions of CASTRO Cuban’ Inqolvement in the
John F. KENHEDY Assassxnatlon

N

-Letter hy~DaV1d W Beiln to

Mr. E,. Henry Kneche, 15 April 1975,
parag 73 (Regg%dlng Public Statement
by CASTRO, @c\g , attached
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1. On Saturday evening, 7 September 1963,

- Fldel CASTRO appeared at a Bra21llan Embassy receptlon ln.‘

Havana: even more unusual, CASTPO submltted to an infor mal

interview by the assoc1ated Press correspondent,

B SR EBSRAT

Daniel HARKER.

P

2. HARRER's interview reached New York on Sunday,
8 September, and was in print throughout the country on
Monday, 9 September. There\canfbeﬁﬁo question from the

fdcts surrounding the CASTRO apgéarance, which had not been

‘expected, and his agreement to the 1nterv1ew, that this

event represented a more-than-ordinary attempt to get a

P

message on the record in the United States.
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3. CASTRO‘s statements to HARKLR covered a range of

toplcs but dealt pr1nc1pally w1th Ameﬁlcan polltlcal ' _

leadexrship, in partlcular Pxes&den* KENNEDY, whom he ex—
e

corlated in exeraor@rnaxmlvb ovochg;xg~ﬁgsh;on

(" ... KENNEDY is a~g£ggﬁhksb .. the BATISTA of his
times ... the most opportunistic American President of
all time ...").
4. fThe interview also cenkained an unc0mplimentary
reference to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay inlsigning
‘the limited nuclear test ban. There were differences'in
. the replay 5& United States newspapers like the

New York Times and Washlngton papers, with a result ehat

CASTRO‘ message was s;gnlflcantly modulated. -ezq _;_fﬁ

'5.‘ In New. Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD re51ded f"
_'_,..-—-—--——-—--

until the mlddle\of Séptember 1963 the HARKER story

'appeared in the br1n01pal mornlnq_page; the,T;mes—Plcayune,;gffﬁ?

:on Monday, 9 5 ptembemv—page—ay under a three—column head-'
line: YCASTRO Blasts Raids on Cuba. Says U.S. Leaders

Imperiled by Aid to Rebels." The story followed under the
‘HARKER by~line: |
"Havana (AP) - Prime Minister
Fidei.cestrd said.Seturday niéht: 'yg.s.
ieade:s-would be in danger if they helped
in any ettempt to do away with leaders of'

Cuba.?
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"Bltterly denouncxng what he called

recent U.S. prompte& ralds on Cuban terri-

-y

'We;are prepared to-euhuﬁ7

figh*‘them«and answef in kind. U. S. leaders

tory, Castro sa1d--

|
P
!
§
i
{
i
P

\
A \)

shoulé th:nngyat if they are aiding terror-

ist plans\¥b eliminate Cuban leaders, they

themselves will not be safe.®

' ... World affairs ... seemed to be
entering a mofe peaceful climate alfew days
‘ago, but now this trend has changed with
. attacks.f
" 'The U S. 1s always. ready to negotiate
and make promlses Whlch latefult w1ll not honor.
This has happened to promlses made durlng the ff:;e-i

B Octobe;'crisis. They_have been broken'asfeenlpgﬁa-ef'”

' be seen with new eﬁﬁeckeQ
"iBut I warn this is leading to a very

dangerous siiuation thaﬁ'could lead to a worse

crisis than October's ...'"

6. ‘The New York Times, in its coverage on 9 September,

used a UPI wire serv1ce report whlch omitted any reference

to the warn1ng and threat whlch gave the 1ntervvew 1ts real

significance. The Washlngton,Post did an anbrevxated re—

write (9 September, pege A-7) which, similarly, omitted

any reference to the main thrust of CASTRO's remarks.

®
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'.The Evening Star of Washangfon, D. C., printed_the HARKER
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story nearly 1n 1ts entlrety in the second section of the

paper (9 September,l963 ﬁage B-4) and reworded the content

o

of the HARKER-lnterV1ew, placing the emphasis on the po-
.-' (_.‘\\ \

lltlcal asggoggJL in particular, highlighting the GOLDWATER

elements and burying CASTRO's warning to the United States

leadership in the mlddle of the plece.

7. There is no evidence in the files on\the KE§§39¥9

-a§§§§§ZZ§EIE§>that this CASTRO interview was considered in
following up leads or in dealings with the Warren Commission

aqé}its staff although Mexico Station specifically'directed

Hsedquarters attention. to.the AR _stary. very.shortly after
the Dallas killing. More important, the interview appears
A —

to have been forgotten in the contemporary polltlcal consxd--=ﬂ'

‘eration of relatlons w1th CASTRO's Cuba. There lS no ev1dence N

'1n the Agency records, elther, that the Warren Comm15510n

statf 1tself-pursued-the'lmpl;catlon of‘the CASTRO?lnterview.

in dealing with the‘conspiracy hypothesis. There_is no

evidence in the files that anything along these lines was

stated by any other Cuban leader beforé the assassination.

8. The purpose of this review, ondertaken at Mr. Belin‘s
request, is to reconsider Lee Harvey OSWALD'’s act1v1ty on the
assumpt101 that as an avid newspaper reader'~ Wthh we know_ .
from testimony of Marina OSWALD andhothers - he read'the_

'CASTRO warning and threat as reported above. The'fesults
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~of the review, admittgﬁly heavily using the 20-—-20 quaiity
of.hindsighgi”ﬁéy~bé_§£§§?lated in summary:

4

o~ o e ' ) o
.~@. There is no increment of credible ?? =

P

eWidence,. applying this phrase stffotly, of

]

NV - - . .
Soviet\agdybr Cuban political, intelligence

or security service involvement in the as-

. | ]
sassination to what was developed and con- _ o §
i
i

sidered by the Warren Commission and its

staff. The Commission's finding that L | !
Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of
President KENNEDY and Officer TIPPIT and did
_fhenl in alone and of his-own determination
 s£ands. _ QT;M .
l.,b-,-”q;séia;§g§¥;§ensé* thaﬁ_would =

‘ upset of significantly modify this judgement . -

'did (and does) not exist in Washington. But - -

such evidence could exist in Moscow and/or

' Havéna, whose voluntary inputs to the Warren
Commission were minimal in quantity and
quality, designed to cover up any admissions
of knowledge of, or connection with, OSWALD

which might be falated directly or indirectly

with the assassination. Thersfore, the belief

that there was Soviet and/or Cuban {(XGB and[or

DGI) connection with OSWALD will persist and

5

LN
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~-- ~--grow until therefﬁa§§ een a full disclosure'“

igg

by these governments,of all elements of

i

OSWALD s handIlng anﬁ»gtay in the Soviet Union

hliintaand ]

anéph&S\contacts in Mex;co Clty. The

Warréﬁ Cemmmsglon report should have left a

N b
-wider "window” for this contingency. That, S S

- indeed, was the opinion at the working level,
particularly in the counterintelligence com—

ponént in ‘the CIA in. 1%964. As was indicated

by Mr. Helms in his testimony before the«\ o : &
Warren Cbmmission, CIA would continue,t65§§ :

regard this aspect of the OSWALD case as ,,\g
AN

:stlll open.l g B ' .fgf:

nuances" ln the recora that e;<;ge as noté~ '”
worthy, in the light of other conclusions.

| These are reviewed and stimmérized below, item-—

j by-item. ' | _ x
| d. CASTRO'S warning and thre;t of

.

7 September 1963 - 'if OSWALD did indeed read

~.

Investigation of the Assassination of President John F.

- KENNEDY. Hearings Before the Presicent'’'s Commission on the
Assassination of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964},
hereafter cited as Hearings, Vol. V., pp. 120 = 129. See
especially p. 124 - "Mr. Helms: 'Yes. I would assume

the case could never be closed.' - '

» R 6
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it in New Orleans,dfg;)t be considered ogf‘\\\
great significaﬁce;éﬁ:the light of the \-
pathological evolution of OSWALD'# passive/ \- f . §
aggresvae-makeup after his attempt to kill .
General WALKER early in April 1963 and hlS _ - o
identification with Fidel CASTRO and the
Cuban revolution which is diiectly trace-
'able és fér back as his Marine Corps _
sexvice in El Torb, California. CASTRO's
warning and threat, given to AP corres-
pondent HARKER, irrespective of whether - ' -
there was any formal mandate,ﬁo: even

. security service contact witﬁ;QSWALD:

- by the Cubans or the Russians - vas an a&ﬁ-i

- of 51ngu1ar lrrespon51blllty and under no-v

v-c1rcumstances was - excusable as retor31onl:.'
for what the Cuban emigres were doing during
the summer of 1963. “ -
CUBAN CONTACT WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, SANTA ANA CALIFORNIA,
‘BARLY 1959 (?) _
9. The testimony of Nelson DELGADO contains an assertion
of germinal.significance to any review of the back§roundlof '
Lee Harvey OSWALD's feeling-towérd and relations ﬁith

CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probably the closest peer group..
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member to QSWALD-aﬁriH§ his specialist training period

at El Toro Marine3cbrp§QBase December 1958 - September 1959.
'/
The Warren/Commlssion Report takes note of thlS'

;i“OSWALD\told DELGADO that he was in

A

£ chfwifq%sﬁban dlplomatlc officials in
this ce:§§ry, which DELGADO at first took .
to be ‘one of his lies, but later'.
believed.'"2

10. Actually DELGADO's testimony says a lot more of

possible operational significance than is reflected by the

.2

« . language of the report, and its implications do not aﬁpear'

toc have been run down or developed by investigation. Thus

jé?g- the record of the beglnnlnq omeSWALD“s,relatLpnshmp w1th

the Cuhans starts with a quest;gn mark- j_'

s

11.' The perlcd was one of tran51t10n 15 U S. ~‘Cuban )
eei;relatlons after CASTRO 5. takeover._ OSWALD, and DELGADO at
the outset, were CASTRQ supporters, OSWALD belng particu~
larly keen about how to get to the island. DELGADO testi-
fied: _
" ... I didn't know what to tell him, SO

I told him-the best thing that I know was to

2

Regore'to the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President John F. KENNEDY (Washlngton, 1964), hereafter
cited as Report, p. 687. S
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. Los Angeles, and he was tell g

"'~a Cuban Consul

"have let him in.

¢
SECRET

AN
PR

get in £ou¢h witﬁ afduban Embassy, you know.
But at that tlme that~£§told him this - we
were on frlendly term§0w1th Cuba, you know,,
sO thls wasn t no\subverSLOn or malintent,
you éncw; <?;é;d; t know what to answer him.
I told’ hlm ;3 see them.

*after a whlle he told me he was in

A~

' contact with them ... ' - A

... I seen this envelope in his .foot—"
g »

locker, wall-locker, and it was addréssgaftc.i-

e

- | RGN
him, and they had an official seal-on it;'anﬁ7

/" =
as far as I could recollect ﬁhat waspmall’from
- Q,\\./ /\

‘And just after he started

'rece1v1ng these letters -~ you see, he would

'never go out, but stay near the post all thej"'f'

time ...
' " ... he had one visitor after he started
receiving letters he_had one visitéi. It was
a man, because I gdﬁxthe call from the MP
guard shack, §nd they_gave me a call that

OSWALD had_afvisiior at.the front gate. This

“Vthgre was - .

man had to be a-civilian, otherwise they would .

- So I had to find somebody to
relieve OSWALD, who was on guard, to go down
9
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< . )
’there'to visit?with this fellow, and they spent

o~

about an heur and a.half two hours, talking,

.\ _.’.\

I guess,-and he came ‘back. I don't know who the
man/was or wﬁat they talked about, but he looked
nonchﬁlan§§?bout the whole thing when he came
back. He never mentioned who he was, nothlng.

"Mr. LIEBELER: How long did he talk to

him, do you remember?

'1\

"Mr. DELGADO : About an 1&@: and half,

o Qv«
two hours ... r§3

»_.‘u -V"
\C“\ / -

"Mr. LIEBELER: = You me@/ r:ilsked OSWALD
who this fellow was'th€§§§§>t&§kéﬁfto?'

"Mr. DELGADO : No. No .

“Mr._LIEBELER- pid you'connect this visit -

that OSWALD had at that time with the Cuban -

' Consulate’

"Mr. DELGADO : I did; because I thought it

funny for him to be rece1v1ng a caller at such a.

late date -~ time. Also; up to this, time he

hardly ever receivé& mail; in fact he seldom .

received mail frcm home because I made it a

pollcy, I used ta-plck up the nall for our unit

‘and dlsurlbute 1t to the guys in there, and very

seldom did I ever'see one for him. But every s0

often, after he started to get in contact w1th
-g»

7

10

SECRET

of

212

Ce“LiP 5
PAGE
COFY




14-00000

,-\
-
—

l,/jli/nl

. . L Y Hb’bh ‘M
PROGIBITED

£ . Y 2
Cow SECRET

. — ' - s T i
. , v ‘ ' rr?\{d{'.?\ e IHP'!(?Q"\? L?ﬂ

S these Cuban people,Qﬁ§§sxarted getting letter
\‘®

pamphlets and stspépe !
i
¥ e 'A§ he/also\i§;rted receiving letters, _ o ] -

AN
\\\\J

you'k<§i%Lanﬂ'na5 ook§ maybe pamphlets, you
AN )

A

‘know, ttgsghlkg church things we get from

church, you ow, but it wasn't a church. : T jf

"Mr. LIEBELER: Were they ertten \g

(} .

Spanish, any of them, do you know?; _b

"Mr. DELGADO :

no.

to belleve that these thlngs % e to OSWALD
from the Cuban Consulate° | o
"My, DELGADO : Well, I took 1t for. granted

”F'that they dld after I seen the envelope, y0u;-fff

'know .o somethlng llke q\ﬁex1can =agle, w1th a
' PR

big, impressive seal, yousgnow. They had dlf—
&4

ferent colors on 1t, red and white; almost

looked like our(eolors -*:” But I can't

recall the sa”‘.wJI‘Jusﬁéﬁnew it was in Latln,

United, dﬁ%§g§> Qxxbthat. I couldn't under—

stand. It was-" L . S
.“Mf. LIEBELER: You don't know for sure.

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate?
11
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"Mr. DELGADoig o. But he had told me

prlor, just before I“found that envelope in his

/) .
o 2 -

wall locker” fhat’héLWas receiving mail from
R

them¢ and>one ulme‘he offered to show it to me, .

'

\\0
but E;wa ‘%@%phch interested because at the
WA

+ime we had work to do, and I never did ask

L

to see that paper again, you know.

- "Mr. LIEBELER: ' Did he tell you what his &

correspondence with the Cuban Consulate was .
. LT . :
about? ) LT \\ |

"Mr. DELGADO : No, he didn ,tn = ‘)\? |

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he evax\lndkgata\to you
» 'that it had to do w1th the converségiinS thaL
you had about 901ng over to Cuba?

"Mr. DELGADO = No. The only thlng he fg@

'ftold me was that rlght after he had this con;'mwﬁ
- versation with the Cuban people was that he was
going to ~ once he got out of the service -~ he
was going to Sw1tzeriand ee. "3 :
12. OSWALD's appllcatlon to Albert Schweltzer Colleg
Churwalden, Sw;tzerland, Was dated 19 March 1959, and-he
was presumably to report there. on 20 April 1960. Destined

~ for dlscharge irom\the Marines on 7. December 1952, OSWALD
\ \\":\' S

-
Y

3
~ Hearings, Volume VIII, pp. 241 - 243.

12
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accelerated his exitxén.grounds of family hardship in early
® - /‘~ cp .

4
September 1959. Qn 27 September 1969 he was issued a

( '\\:

U.s. passport,valxd for travel - among other places to

Cuba and thé\USSRﬁN\Be\entered the Soviet Unlon from
/:\\ \‘ N \\ \\f :
<< 0

Finland on\yg> Qgtnher 1959. | |
13. DELGADO'§'test1mony has the cast of credlblllty.

Granting that, it is of basic importance3to focgs attention
on the male visitor who contacted OSWALD at El Toro Camp

and talked with him for between one and a half to two hOUfS.

The event was unigque in DELGADO's recollectlons, and’ actually

. there is nothlng 11ke it - on the record - ;n.everythlng else
‘we know about OSWALD's-activity in the United States before

- or after his return to the Unlted States. The reccrd reflects

"no 1dent1f1catlon of the El Toro contact. DELGADO's presump—"%

tlon is that he was fré@ifhe Cuban Consulate 1n Los Angeles.,e~ﬁ:-¥

Assuming that, the questlons are: Who was lt, and was_,ﬂ?
P
~-there reporting ﬁrcm Los les to Washlngton and Havana

S 7
3

that could, 1n effect f;present the opening of a Cuban

file on OSW

"PREDICTI;;;° <§§é§IDENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST
PARTY CELL LEADER"MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962

~

14, Guatemala Station forwarded to Headquarters on

9 January 1964 a duplicate copy of a raw report by a

U.S./Cuban diplomatic and consular relatlons were severed
~on 3 January 1961. : ST
e
® _ _ ' 13
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. penetration dated 5. JanuaIy 1962 describing events at the

preoccupy ouxse§$és over the politics of Pre51dent KENNEDY

ENIGMATIC THREATS BY‘CUBAN THIRD SECRETARY IN THE HA@@E,

"KENNEDY assa551nat10n, 1nd1cated that at the Sov1et receptlon

SECRET

.
>

o~
e ,‘ \_\

o~

yearly Communlst Party ce&g meeting. The cell leader,

Morse BENTTEZ Zabola, sald/that the Communist Party in
b

-~ D

Guatamala shoul&tform/a single new party; "We need not.

R
N

ANY
because we know, according to prognostications, that he

will die within the present year, 1962."

15. This report apparently had been dlscounted when-
it was received and was not forwarded untll the Station o ) é
re-reviewed all of its material after thé assa551nat10nt -
The file reflects no follow-up or formal dissemination

of the report.

7 NOVEMBER 1963

l16. A sensxtlve source, reportlng after the

on 7 November 1963, the Cuban Third Secretary,

Ricardo L. SANTOS Pesa, discussed the recent refugee raids

‘on’ Cuba and their 1mp11catlons with a host-country dlplomat,

concluding with the admonltlon- " ... Just wait and you
will see what we can do. It will happen soon." .Asked to

be more specific,WHat would happen soon, SANTOS replied:
. Fs

. "Just wait, jﬁst wait."

17. These data were passed to the Warren Commission

by memorandum, 31 March 1964. SANTOS was reported to have
~ -

»

14 N
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- a history of medlcal lnstablllty and was summarlly recalled S

from The Hague reportedly for reasons related to that fact

in April 1966.

lNTERCEPTED?CONVERSATIONféF CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE,
LUISA CALDERON, AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963

w
. . >
'4 .)

18. ‘at l?BGtMéxmco City time, about five hours after Lhe o
KENNEDY assa551nat10n, a Cuban Embassy employee named :{;T '_ :

-~

Luisa” receLVed a telephone call in Spanlsh from an unlde -
tified male outsxde.

1%8. The caller asked her if she had hear& the latest

news. "Luisa” joklngly replled- “Yes, of\éeurse, I knew
\\

it almost before KENNEDY ... Imagine, one, two, three and
_now, that makes: three [she laughs], what barbarlansx ;T'flM

“20. Both speakers agreed on the serlousness of the

(\

. assassination. -"LULS&ﬁ ayso stated that the party at

-.\ ',\ v

'~ Silvia DURAN's had'beep called off so it would not appearﬂ
that they were.delebratﬁﬁgithe death of KENNEDY, nor would
they have the partyféoiﬂéide with the burial. Finally she

/

- said she\pianne&~t0\move that night into the house of a

~ V

doctor (a wcm£h§ friend.

21. Latln hyperbole? Boastful ex post facto sﬂggest*on_

of foreknowledge? This is the only item in the intercept
coverage of the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination

that contains the suggestion of foreknowledge or expectation.
15
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J22. The tenuous, eniénmétic character of-the conversation
is sharply hlghllghted by the following facts:

a. . "Lulsa"-was probably identical with

Lulsa:CALDERON, a’ caare workexr of the Cuban_

Dlrectorate Gyneral of Intelligence (DGI). s ;

~sne~f€EE§R€E—£o Cuba in 1964 and was reported o i

. /_ ’ .
to be working in DGI Headguarters.

~—"Db. The DGI element‘ingﬁéxicolcity in the

fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL Diaz
who had arrived on 2 September 1963, formally
-as the replacement of the Conéul'Eusebio AZCUE'f}
{departed 19 November 1963). The deputy DGI
'cﬁlef (and as of June 1964 MIRABEL'S successor)
iwas Manuel Engenlo VEGA Perez.

" e. The "SllVla DURAN“ named in Luisa's;,ﬂﬁ

conversation was the receptioﬁist,“éﬁMexiéén :
national, who dealt with OSWALD during his known
visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cubén
installaticn% in connection with a Cuban visa
application for.stay and/ox transit.
Silvia DURAN is ﬁhe sole.live witness pn the
record rngardlng OSWALD's activity in
Mexico City. Her testimony, however, in its
entirety was taken and presented, solely, bf the
Mexican Governmental authorities} .A direct

| 16
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confrontation wiéh'her was requested by the

Warren CommlsSLOn staff but rejected by the

Mex1can authorltles. It is from Silvia DURAN's
statements that it was learned that OSWALD

becamefengaged in a personal altercatlcn on
27 September with Eusebio AZCUE.
d. Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez,

alias Marcos, and his DGI'assiStant,”

ﬁogelis’RQDRIGUEZ Lopez, were pesitively

identified in February 1964 by two independent

sources as engaged in the activéﬁaevelopment

-and facilitation of the tralnlng of Nlcaraguan

'agents for the purpcse of assa551nat1ng S D _
~ General Annstasio somozzx.. VEGA, it is estab- S

_711shed, was’ on post 1n Mex1co City durlng

) OSWALD‘s stay there 27 September - 2 October
1963. He left Mexico City on 3 November 1963
for Havana. It was reliably reported'abcuﬁ
VEGA that all individuals_going to Cuba, legally

‘or illegally, had to pass through him first. He
toock the biographical data and Sentlit.tc ;uba
for name checking, a procedure which no:mally

took fifteen days.5

5 - g " . o ]
For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the
visa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via
Mexico City from 28 December 1962 - 21 January 1963 that

®
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. R
There-is. no' evidence in the OSWALD case £ile that

ke

23,

Silvia DURﬁN was subjécted to a systematic elicitative

, 1nterrogat10n that would have related her deallngs with

- A b SPCRAT b s en
,.ua“‘ * N»-lun.u.u.%

'appllcatlons to be handled solely by a local emoloyee and

were not asked at the time.

v‘

OSW%LEV knnwh@pr confirmed by intercept, with the data held
RS

on the Chgah DGI, its personalities and methods, in

Mexico City. Was it normal for a case'llke'OSWALD's,

consmderlng the fuss he allegedly made with AZCUE, for the ' f

a lame duck llke AZCUE whose slot had been taken by the
DGI chief? Whatever the answer to these questions, they ‘ S

And there remains the more

fundamental question- accepting the DURAN story on lts

face, could lt havé“happened w1thout the knowledge and
part1c1patlon of the DGI personnel above c1ted° Thls
seems unlikely. e_sp_ecl-a_lly be_ca_t}.se._VEQA is _},@t_te_:rr @._w_h:sted_ Q¥ -
a Cubah DGI defector as having stated he was aware OSﬁALb

- . . s

made several wvisits to the Cuban Cohsulate. It is clear

o o g

CASTRO's overseas intelligence and security service could

have more in its files than was surfacéd in the DURAN

-was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the
© Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD established

relations from Dallas during the periéod 19 April -

2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and

VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA

departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned .
on 13 February 1963.
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“'statementsa Coming baeck to the begihning: _fLuiea" -

Luisa CALDERON - .as a mefiber of the DGI unit in Mexico City -

gould very weIll have kndwn something that would make what

' she said'toy@er uniéentified'caller less a matter of

A = - : . , —
boastful self~induylgence than was assumed at the time.
(v

SILVIA DURAﬁ? SUBSTANTIAL AMPLIFICATION OF ADMISSION OF
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 1967
24. The defects viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DURAN

testimony already have been suggested above. {In that

contexﬁ of criticism it would also be relevant to reconsider
the implications of the two intercepred telephone conversatieﬁs
on 26 November 1963 between the Cuban President, DORTICOS,
‘and ‘his Ambassador to Mexico, Joaquim Hernandez ARMAS,-_f

.e because the’ thrust of the conversation: dealt w1th the ques-f;.

, :thn whether Silvia DURAN had been asked about [or been f;::f[f“‘

- offered’] money payments by her Mex1can 1nterrogators )
25. As of September 1964 Silvia DURAN gave up her
Cuban Embassy job. In the spring of 1967 Silvia DURAN.

was reported by a reliable and sensitive source to have Af\-

cut all relations with Cubans. Her account, 1n 1967 of
how she had been takern into custody and had been lnterrogated

after the assassination repeated what was already known.

She added, under circumstances that did not germ;t;the,

source to challenge or elicit corroborative detail; that
. : hS
19
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she had gone out with OSWALD during his stay -in Mexico Clty

and clalmed she haﬁ\Seyual relations with him.
P g .
/&*-n

_/

ALLEGATIONS QF CONSPIRATORIAL CONTACT BETWEEN OSWALD AND
CUBAN GOVERNMENT AGENTS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO
ALLEGATIONS OF (A)- 'ELENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND
(B) oscﬁk CONTRERA&

- N \\ a

@c~> (Q\Nx

ZGR‘QAs,tthWarren Comm1551on reported, "Literally
‘dozens of‘\ilegatlons of a consplratorlal contact. between
OSWALD and agents of the Cuban Government have been

B

1nvestlgated_...“6 Among these cases, which ccnsumed L

hundreds of CIA man~hours in Headquarters .and abroad —'fv '
/‘.~. P
and similarly the FBI in the United Stafes o was theY'
. (37 Y
Nicaraguan walkin in Hexlco City, 26 Novembex<§563

.Gllberto ALVARADO Ugarte._

_27.' The 1e ALVARADO case is taken up in detail by the'

- Warren Comm1551on_under_the cryptograph "D.?7

 ALVARADO

claimed that he had seen an American, whom he identified
as OSWALD, receive money some time in mid-September 1963

in a meeting in a patio of the Cuban Copsulate in

See Report, p. 305 f£. -Some of the others were the cases
of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe,

the allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New York Clty,
the claims of Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison
Farm, California, and the allegations of Ray DOBKIN's.

7 | - - .
See Report, pp. 307 - 308. ‘ o . _ ;
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,socurlty serv:ce contri;

. . . N\
‘despite the impeachment of its major premises. ALVARADO,

whose account dld not become publlc ‘until the ralease of

the presence in the Cuban Consulate transactlnn of‘a Négro

 socially prom1nent-Mex1can wrlter, arrled, but sepaeate_

from a high~ranking Mexlcan forelgn serv1ce ofL1c1al-

¢ . ) .2
©am . ' SECRET

Mexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately'broken by the
use of the polygragpﬁﬁge which ALVARADO showed evidences of

et . e . "
deception, and byibrlﬁﬁlng ALVARADO's former Nicaraguan

1nto the case.

28. The ALVARADO\sfory is a particularly acute repre-
senta@loeyof the dlfflcultles that beset the evaluation of

observed e&%geﬁbe- certain elements of the story persist

+the Warren Report in October 1964, talked cansxstently of

Tt

with red-dyed halr. <;§;/ <TA

'29. Elena GARRO de Paz. is a mecurlal, artlculate and‘ﬁ;er

is also the cousin of Horacio DURAN,“the husband'of

Silvia DURAN, cited above. There is a strong personal

antipathy between the two women descending from

Elena GARRO's t*enchant antl-Communlsm.
30. From Cctober 1364 until his retirement in the fall

of 1969, a U.s. EmbaSSY'Offié§£i_£h§zlgﬁ_IHDMAS perSLStently

kept up a stream of reports and memoranda reflectlng GARRO's

acccunt of what.had aetually gone on between OSWALD, the

- Cubans andiinfparticular Silvia DURAN in September 1963,

‘including a repeated reference to a Negro with red-dyed hair.
epaate Y
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31. The first reference to the GARRO story was noted in

L oontnnd

\_\\
a Mexico Station Memorghdum of Record dated 12 October 1964:

st

"Elena GARRQ [Sald] that she and her : : - 3
daughter were 1nv1ted to a party at the Cuban
Embassy dnrlng the-perlod she now finds out.

th;tVOSWALD was here in Mexico prior to the

,,\oo

assassination. She was invited by a Mexicanf
secretary in the Coban_Embassy whose husband T
is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacio DURAN]. -
At the party she saw three Gringos, not
drinking, tot mixing and more or less just
standing around together like threa bumps on- a
log. They were so obviously out of place that
” she asked someone 1n the Cuban Embassy about:”

'them and was told that 'they were ]ust pa551ng

through. ' She claims that on the way these
three Gringos stood out she took a good look

at them as did her daughter. When the

_ assassination occurred and.OSWALD'; picture was
spread into the newspapers, hoth Elena and
her daughter immediately said that he was one
of the three Gringos ‘without a doubt' at the
-petty.“' ‘ |

32. GARRO repeated her story to Mr. Charles William

THOMAS, an Emhassy political officer on 10 December 1965

22
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In September 196§\after her return from abroad, she weﬁt
T

to a party,-accompanled by her daughter, at the home of

-

Ruben DURAJ [empna31s added]. Ruben is one of the two

—

hrothers cf'Horac;o DURAN, who married her cousin. -She

(\ "‘/‘,

met OSWALD and two other young Americans. At the party
she ;éé\glscouraged from talking with him. Other'guests”
were the Cuban Conéul.AZCUE, General ClerkfFLOREs;

Silvia DURAN, who she later learned was(OSWALD'S’mistressﬂ

while he was here, Emiiio CARBALLIDO and a Latin American

Negro man with red hair [emphasis added]. In November 1963

When the idehtity of the assaésin became known, she and
her daughter went to the Cuban Embassy and shouted
“assasSins"aruiother‘insults'at the staff there.8 Shortly
afterward, she and her daughter were visited by a frlend,

Manuel_CARVILLO [or CALV}LLO], then an . off1c1al in the

'T:Secreﬁaria' of(Ehe.beernaclon and were told he had orders

Communist spies..

to escort th9m~to a smallvand cbscure hotel in the center
{.A v \\J 5
of town. eybwere;kept there for eight days under pretext
Q> \c
that they

ger. When she told CARVILLO she wanted

to go to the Américan Embassy and explain what she knew of

OSWALD, she was told that the American Embassy was full of

33. On 25 December 1965 and 9 January 1966 in further’

interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daughter elaborated and

8 .
These particulars were not conflrmed by 1nd9pendept observers

at the time.
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in certain particniaré significantly modified her earlier

//

account. She “also- acknovledged that she and her daughter

/‘ .
had beenzlntenv1ewed.by Embassy officers co whom she claimed

_/

_they<d1d not glve a very complete story because the
Embagsy oific;zs did not appear to give mueh credence to
\) \.(-\ }

. anything they said. ' . : ' A¢7

34._ It developed that GARRO and daughter had béen e:

(.

.Ainterviewed by the Legal Attache on Ji . and ?A_Ngxemberwlgﬁgo

Her 1nformat10n had been similar to what she QLQ;med 1n her

account to THOMAS but had not been substantmated by 1nqu1r1es.
N vb
The FBI representative therefore considered the\matter closed

and reaffirmed his disengagement from the matter to the CIA
; Chlef of Station on_ 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassadcr
. om 25 February 1965. o ....Lﬂ' S
35. ”he §E§2§§xﬂggl;tlcal~0££lcer, however, per31sted 1n:

:his'interv1ews and reportlng. In a memorandum of conversatlon,"‘

13 July 1966, GARRO laentlfled the place to whlch she had been |

taken by CALVILLOHas the Hotel Vermont. (Thls detail checked

out afflrmatlvely. GARRO was ‘at the Hqtel 23 - 24, 25 - 27
and 28 -~ 30 yovember 1963 }- In another, on 7 February-1967,
GARRO's cqpbiﬁulnngxclsSLtudes with the Cubans are set out. i
And Llnafii? ggéis\OMAS’v retirement from U. S Governmentfj'f
service, the Department of State, at his request, o |

© 28 August 1969, disseminated to CIA and FBI a compllatlon of
his reporting of the Elena GARRO interviews. v
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"T°" 736. There the matter rests. GARRQ's chronology of the
(s

events she descrlbed as having occuxxedwlnuthe_Mexgcan capttal

-

in September 1963 never c01nc1ded w1th the confirmed data

of SWALD s presenee therew Hexr story, however, had two

points. co?gruant w1th~aIlegatlons by others regardlng

'OSWALD-<:§>

Negro with the red-dyed hair [this detail could,

ggQARADO s allegations regarding the

however, have been gleaned from the

Warren Commission's published account of ther;s o o

"p" case] and . o -,?i5‘ﬁ-_ . N

b. SllVla DURAN's later claim of(g'_J, _%?ZIQ¢

- American Consul, Benjamin J. RUYLE, in T ElCO developed a f
.__,._—-v-'—'—-"""‘-’" - n

. ‘-—“'—ﬁ
'5c0ntact with a local Mexican Journallst,

Oscar CONTRERAS Lartigue, who clained to have encountered
OSWALD with other pro-CASTRO students at the
University of Mexico campus in September 13963.

38. In June 1969 CONTRERAS was 1nterv1ewed by a CIA

-

officer: L :4- _

He studied ;aw at the University of Mexico
for tnree yggngqapnrox1mately 1960 ~ 1964. He
belonged to a clandestine pro~CASTRO revolutiona:y-
group-ét the University. Regarding the OSWALb_ 
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case he was extremely cautious an‘d although he

was not able o\r 1s»n.]zl:.ng to glve dates and

N \_' )l

names, he §(§1d\ GSWALD VJ.SJ.ted the University
‘\\- \ i s

= R
of Mex;upg campu@ shertly after the Cuban
(\\ \\\ e —
u&e& %J_m a visa to visit Cuba.
\J\\$

mé§§§§hqu1rles regarding pro—Cuban
revolut ary groups at the Unlver51ty and _
was directed to CONTRERAS and his friend. | _ | ?
OSWALD met CONTRERAS and four other persons | |
as they came out of a round-table diseuseion--
held in the faculty of Philosbphyr "6SWALb
told the group it was urgent ﬁhat~he v1sxt P

_-Cuba and the Cuban Embassy hadVdern:ed h:r.m a

et

- visa. He requested aid from &NTRERAS" group. S

. CONTRERAS and others mlstrusted OSWALD because

they felt he was a CIA provocatlon. The groupb

allowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the
day, that night and part oi the next day.  OSWALD
‘was very introverted and appeared to be slightly

,.
crazy. OSWALD nade®no mentien of an assass:.natlon

s

/§. R -: '\ 0 -.‘._)\)
plot but kept pnng:ing up\ tt;e point he had to

RN
travel to 6?&\ J.mmedLateJ?y.

39. At th15® b&yz‘th FBI knowledge, the matter was
‘turned over to the Mexican authorities who determined that
CONTRERAS was indeed at the -UniVer.sity of Mexico but only

_ ’c _
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for the years 19559 - 1960 and that he had been publlcly

r\

assoc1ated in protest act1v1ty for the Student Revoluelonary

.Bloc (BER) in January _961. Bowever, the group ceased

B

functlonlng”as SUCh»ln the middle of 1962, and

Oscar CGN@RERAS was,never one of its leaders. HNo further
work 1s\ref qtsdjln the files on the CONTRERAS allegatlons.
Apart ﬁrom the unsustained cla;ms made by CONTRERAS ieout
his own presence at the University, there'is an addEQ{Onal
element that undermines the credibility of h1s account-
OSWALD's Spanish, which was barely adequate~to get hlm.meals _ _L

e
near the hotel, seems hardly likely to/have~perm1tte& hlm to

caxry on for an extended period with aaUhaveISLEy'student

N> = o f'_ = ‘
- group. | ' | X S T A
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