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104-10034-10287

10 Feb 77
Source: :otes made by A. Guodggsture
for Johq Leader, IG Staff

Subject: Background on Hexico Station Support Assets
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies)

l. { coverage. From tre time the Mexico S aticn wvas opened in

April 1947 (by Bill Doyle) until arrival of Win Scott as COS in 195f, Charles
Anderson III (stiil in LA/HQ) had developed a support apparatus to R

exploit 1eads from the Sov1et Embassy. This umbrella type progect (LIFEAT)

N %&%a survelllance

consisted of multl llne phone taps, three photo 31te

team and a mail_intgrcept operation.

a. Fhone taps were placgdfh}

handled.

'tépﬁe& g -& évailability of a listening post nearby
(since the fgps vere not made in the main central) and English/

_ Spanish (Soviet, Polish, Czech, etc) transcribers. .GeneraILy |
these aﬂents (rostly Mexican or Mexican Arerlcan) were related

(whlch the station at that time felt was good securlty in that

if they telked about shop,” they would talk to each other.)

- be Three photo sites were handled by Arderson with the help
of Harry Mahoney (retired, living in .Chicago) end TDY TSD |
people checking the best type of\camera, film, and concealment
devices., These had sub-cripts undér LIFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIC,
.énd LICALLA).: LIMITED was a fixed site bané opposite across
the street from the front gate of the Soviet Embassy which had
both a vehicie and foot entrance. The Soviet gate'was oh the

NorthWest corner.of their compound and LIMITED was diagonally

across a double Larrelled street on the Southg
N S’h- Fn ot {‘ﬁj ﬁl** ic . i g s
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tkat block. LIMITED was the first besse and it cperated strictly on an

ex-erimentel besis in the early stages, I think the Hexi Station bought
one storey

this property (a/Sranish Colonial stone house) through LIOUSINE (check to

be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. Thils base vas closed vhen

the Station got word thet the ghoto of "uniden man" was beling released to the

~public bynihg_Warren Commission. The photo operators were moved to another apt

nearby. The property vas sold (under an operational agreement with LIMOUSINE

for a long term lease on the top floor of a new apartment bldlqg to te built

as LTMITED but. in the mlddle of the block %&gégg*z ¥had a slantéd view of

the front gate of the Sov1et Embas# 5«§§@Q§®ents in LL4ITED and LILYRIC (both
& Jjere not acquainted with each other, ‘
LILYRIC was a rented B

in one of a row of four ‘houses on the South side of the Sov1et Erbassy conpound

©  which the Mexico Station purchased in about 1958 (cbeck daue), also using
LIMOUSINE as the purchaser_(check). This site overlooxed the back garden of

the Soviet Eﬁbassy conpound. The purpose of this operation wes to.get zood

identification photographs of the Soviet personnel (vwho at thet time were largely

unidentified in Mexico Station records), The three photo sites were handled by

v(Mexican citizen of U.S. mother

'collected the film eedckesdipaimbiin@iin

from LINITED

and LILYRIC three times & week., His sister's husband, )

developed and prlnted the film 1nto€§x10 cantact print strips. The master plan
3 —{u,ul-——
vas for LICALLA £ilm to ve processed inside [TSD man from 1957 to 1959

\~ resigned) could not handle the volume and as the unprocessed film began

to accumulate, the inside CO (Haboney) becamne disgusted and took the £ilm out

A

for brother-in-law to process (probatly early 1959). Thus becane

the handler for all three photo hases. A sensitive staff D monitoring oreration
L1 gy

-
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wvas run oub of ansother one of these houses (crypt for the f{our houses vas
LIS
¥ahoney usi

from LICTALLA, Tke two nouses in betueen vere rentﬁd to unsusvecting banants.

T,1, etc). This was hasdled by Glen WIDDEY (outside TSD officer) and

ng HQ TDY teams for ﬂonitoring. .This operation was also separate

. ¢, -iiobile surveillance vas developed by Anderson and later placed
-under ﬂakonej and Joseph Sancho. This teanm consisted of a helf
dozen or so abcnts vho used three to f01r laue model cars &nd a

,The plan was to actlvate this group by radlo (from LIMITED BASE)

';untll they made thelr meetings.

" a cleared attorney to bail him out )

panel truck (hnlch could be used on stake outs for photo covera:e).

Soviet
when someane of interest left the/Embassy gate a

¥ with then
TbesT

BASr cecause they had LW

"abouu the nlddle of 1958 (checx date)

This’ morked f 4
when one of th Eurveiliance agents got too close to his target and
was arrested by the Mexican transit police and turned over to the

Mexican Secret Service., By the time the Station could arrange through

™

the agent had identified Sancho (who was

 phone number of lMahoney (vho was subsequently replaced by Lowis

evaéuated across the border at liogales by Bob Shaw) and'the inside—— |

Puckett); As a result of this flap, the LIFFAT project was broken

up into several others. The agents were not changed but were given

: Frank
new crypts. /Estancona and Eréplaced Andersén in handling
the }phone taps. Puckett replaced Mahoney and handled the

surveillance team (LIENTRAF) and the photo vases tnro:gh

d. ‘LIBIGHT was the crypt used for a i}mail

intercept handled by Charlie Anderson III,

g
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His case officers

-~ AIforso Spera, —
were lzter/Puckett, Rolert Feldmann, and Alan Vhite.
2 was unr s»llable and. insecure as characterized by ihe nature
Py '
of lat thet time.
{ with wvhich we dealt was a hip pocket group \3

(later LIFIRE 'group) in &bout 1950 or 51. He geve them some

training (a group of about five surveillance types) )

the files

vere noorly organlzﬂd and often inaccurat %: .
- information was developed but it ce epended upon. was

fen, however, some useful

replaced By Hahoney, Thomas

Hezlitt, and Rovert _Feldmaw:&»\n. Y Lor Por Elber )

D_uring 1958, Vin Scott met socially some of the of th?{

R

During this period, the U.S.

4Anbassador Robert C hill (reflecting the pollcy of then Sec State J F. Dulles)

‘was energetic in orgenizing groups to "fight communism". One of these seeds

grevw into a proposal

mln Sco ut This

DA ASS a

S

project (LIEMNVOY) went t.hrou_gh about four distressing years of a shakedown,

(LIELEGANT) was inexperienced, old, and greedy. His

son @IF&!VOY—.?) was a mas‘terpiecé of deceit -and» corruption, LIELEGAIT also

manipulated conirol over the pfincipal agent .oi‘ LIBIGHT , The
first cese officer was-Alfonso Spera inside with (retired) outside
and Jokn : (TSD training officer for survelllance an d head of the listening '

post where thirty telerhone lines would connect as well es a transcription room

0200567

le

-
established contact with one of them Sm
QJ .
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>
stalfed T B R ] b s atedd PR % ‘
s v Initially the stziion itried to m.et every
demand/made Ly Both and John hed language difficulties and

verscnal problems associated with being outside the stetion /so thet

equipment at enormous costs, and neglecting their pert of ithe bargain{in the |

pera was replaced

" approve a reQuest-by LIELEGANT that Br°dy[

by Jack Brady- who found himself in the same pincer novement of having Scott

LIE0Y-2.

e ————

Finally when the cost became exhorbitant and there was lltule to show for it,

the project was revarped and John returned to the U

fand were replaced

é post to malntaln
¢.°a transfer,

by a TSD officer, Charles Flick, who was vut. inside
Wtcer meetirg w1th LIELEGAIT.

Brady was reassigned to other stf~
the equipﬂent / Scott toox over the project Q%§J{

Flick for routine supervision

Epts and tapes. Goodpasture had no

';all_decisions were made by $cgtt;

® then Scott was i1l or ocut of town. Generally,'

This was about lafe 1961.-

3. Ey'mémory is a little vague about tre origins of the Cuban Embassy but I

lth*nk the staff flrst devnloped froum a vro-Castro group celebrating on MNew

Years eve 1959. As I recall, it was a nakeshift arrangement of volunteers |

through most of 1960 and €1 witk Tom Hazlitt producing voluminous reports on

their activities and recruitirg agenis right and left among Cuban nationals in

Mexico City.

AR Personnelfaésignments. Of interest to us now is who was in Mexico during

the period prior to Oswald's visit and the subsequent investigatibn by the
Warren Commission. To determine vho vas there and what they were doing I

keve gro.ped persons tozether chronologically with areas of their assignment

as the
covrrlng from 956§to 1969 so that ifxawksz names pop up, one cen tell what
'lw WAV P
“erlod they were in Mexico and thelr a351vnmentskat tke time.
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7 8/56-6/69 €05 Winston H. Scott (deceassd)

DCOS | 7/56 - 7/58 Alfonso Rodriguez (reulrad)

58 - 12/624 ) (retired) _
‘-‘.6 63 -~ 9/65 an white (retired)-— -

.1q/65 ~ 1969 Stanley Watson (retired in Mexico) -

COVERT Acmxou L '
{Prior to 1954 ] How: howard Hunt (retlred)

12/54/~ 7/58 {Williard }!@ (resigned)
12/56 - °/61 Eannard Short (retired) i
BN . Chief - v
9/61 - 3 64, David Phillips C/(retirsad) — R
8/62 ~ 9/64, sst - ‘
2/64, - 6/65 Janes Flannery C/ (retired) ——
9/64 - 11/66 - Harold Dalghren Asst - ‘
'10/ 65 - 1967 - Stanley Watson C/(retired)
66 - 68
68 - T

CJBA OPERATIOJS

o '56 - 4/62 Th
.2/60 - 4/62 |
4163 ~ 4/65 :

© 9/63 - 7/65
10 63 - 5/65 Lorna }‘{ackay

- 65 David Philllps Chief (M
..9/65 -~ 190/68 Joseph Piccolo - ,
" 1q/65 - 12/675 |

>OVIET TARGET

557 - 1 59 Louise Lvon (M—“'M”“ 6/62 - 1/67 Prentice Marheine’ (ns)

¥/59-  8/65 Chief — (retired ?)
)/59 -~ 8/65 > - Outside GO
/64 - 7/66 Willianm Bright C

/65 -~ 11/67 Cyntkia Hausmann -
/65 - 7/67 Alice Pittinger
/65 - 1,/69 Paul D_llon Ch:.ef -

e s o+ o D rothete s 20,

SOV IET TRs 'J'SCRIBIP.S

6/56 - 8/58 iMorris Gordon (res:.gned)

6/58 ~ 6/63  George llisko -

6/63 = 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Mexico) -

R A ooy w8 11 n

A2 RN

.350_0159
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319495 1961 Chsrles Anderson III Chief §4°-71>“ Outside CO

' 9/64 - 12/67 hickapl Farner

0000

SUDPO ASSETS

© s pammmmm

phono t9ps _

5/55(~ L/oO (I lAsst David YILSTED (ps)
- 1/62 TFrenk Estancona Chief retired in Mexico-
2/60 — 10/64 Thomae Keenan —~

Gommrtrn Gon mu a sty o m e an

| photo Cubans.

6/59 - 4/64 Robert Zambeznardl (res*cnéd'maxico)

/59 - ¢/6z| [ TP (retired) ﬁ%@

photo -Soviets

'5/57 ~ 8/64 A. Goodpasture (

- 4/ 59 Harry T Maho..ey |

(retired Chicapo)

and internalef
6/58 - 6/63 Louis_ D. . Pl

65 - 66 H'llllan Br:_.gl*t | 5,(3),93 . blez -
. o ) . . - i .' Cu_,!_,-wa, . 'NDIL M{‘b"ﬁ’ .
Eﬁ. | C - s e . 'l.‘,xc.\.a.-.‘?i— - & i
.phbne”taps _ | |
11959 - 1949 Winston Scott (deceased)
1959 - 1960 Alfonso Spera (retired)
1959 ~ 1960 | b (outside, now retired)
1959 - 1960 John - (Training rept resigned)

1960~ 1961 John Brady (retired)
1962 -~ 1968 A, Gecodpasture --
1961 - 1971 CharTea Flick (out31de TSD Staff Agent - retlred)-

- quvelllance

(E;;ggjﬁiiﬂ kretlred)
/ETﬂwgr/SO Harry lichoney (retired)
L/59 - 1961 Thomas Hazlitt

12/62 ~ 9/67 Robert Feldmann

TSD Outside unit

4/58.- 12/63 Glen Yidden (retired) —
&/59 -4/64 Joseph 3. Recigno (ps) Unit blown and clesed duwn

- 0200y5




About 11id 1962 (ckeck dete) LIFIVOY 7
(fqr theStelephoﬁe'numbers of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite Emnbassies.
Vith tkis fE?gcérnlng,)LI‘“AT ¢;g;grage? vas However,

(s2 T recatt,

2 Polish, asnd 1 Yugoslav line. The.basekau e listening r05u had a live

-

connected 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet lines, 3 Czech,

moqitor who nede sbort sunnaries of 1ntnre3u1rn conversatlons for a daily

resume whlch was received each day around 8 a.n, (passed by Flick to Goodrasture

to get to Scott before 9. a.m.) Later (when the reel was conpletely recorded)

me vay, however,

full transcripts were typed and passed to the‘ﬁtétion in Joe
there was-usuéllyxa'time:lac of a day or so, - ' wi“; which hdd
Russian or another lanruage besides S“aﬁls€§§i?f 1 vent out of the listening

; "econversatlons on the reel)was

post the day after the transcript,

..typed.  These'reéls were tox 'er location vhere they were trcnslated

and typed. In the'éa#éi:~;,yéJR;ssian translations, Boris Tarasoff usually ran
about a week behind the date of the conversation because of the volume of

. Rugsian cdnversétions among #hg :iembers of the éoviet'Embassy. Dufing this
.-périodg(fall of.l963),th¢ reels wefe.probably being brought into the station

‘and carried_to'Boris By‘qne of the people from the Soviet Section or they may

have bnen carried to him by Flick but I think I brought the reel in and gave

1t to to_take to Boris.

.hhandled ell of the processi:g of Soviet transcripts. Iy job involved screening
the photographs as soon as we learned trat the man calling hinself Oswald was
probably an Americen. However, here again there was a backlag because the

photos were picked up three times a week but the ones ricked up were usually

for dates a few days prefiously because }processed the film on a
night time basis. Phﬁfﬁgraphé vere made usually until one roll wvas used but

later we got it changed to one day coverage on each roll - in other words the
R

operators;éleared the carera each day vwhether there was anynRidnxnxgz a full

roll of film exposed. Instructions were to cover office hours, photogreph each

o -

&

'-f0¢00171f
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EX

Sov*etlline._ Itvwas picke& ug and taken to Boris fgpes

the caller vas txylng to speak Russian.

.f/"_, LGVl

new Soviet and fanily, all foreigners end foreign lieenee plates, Fuman

error did qecur-but generally the sgents were conscientious. The Cuban

.embassy coversge had more sorhisticeted equipuent (a pulse carera) but it

f}equently'deﬁeloped mechanical difficulties, Bob Zambarnerdi and[;;;;;;;l’

(I think) handled this film - pick up and delivery. Lorne i‘zcKay screened

‘the film inside the station.

deion from the

I am certain'that the Oswald call came to our atte

compare tre photo&raphs w1th g

t*erscripts evex;/ made %

Scott cou_d read only tho"e two 1angua°es erd be *ersonally screened the

'é otber ‘than Soanlsh or English because Win

_ uranscrlpts for op era»ional leads he uentedvpursued.

0000172 -
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