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2 0 MAR 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Special Assistant to the DDO 

ATTENTION Mr. Shepanek 

FROM S. D. Breckinridge 
Deputy Inspector General 

SUBJECT HSCA Request dated 6 Ma~ch 1978 

REFERENCE OLC 78-0448/l 

1. In Attachment A is a document which refers to David E. 
Murphy. It is provided for your review in relation to subject 
request. Attachment B contains several items which mention 
Boris Tarasoff which you should also review in relation to this· 
request. 

2. Some of the material in Attachment B is contained in 
the Task force Report which was transmitted to the HSCA in 
sanitized form and shown only to selected HSCA staff members 
in unsanitized form at Headquarters. limited access should con
tinue to be provided. 

3. OIG files contained no information on Ann Tarasoff or 
James Wilcott. 

Attachments: 
As Stated 

cc: OLC (Rodger Gabrielson), 
w/o attachments 

=y-~.~~1 
S. D. Breckinridge 

E2 IMPDET 
Cl BY 013190 
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Who was the unidentified man at a meeting with"Richard Helms. 
. . 

. . . . .. 

on 12.March 1964 who would have known if Oswald had been·a 

CIA informant? 

Answer: 
.,· .. 

.... :. 

' ·: 

The unidentified man who accompanied Mr. Helms-to the 12 March 

1964 meeting 't~as Mr. David E. Murphy·, then Chief _of ~he Soviet 

Russia Div:isi_on~ DDP .. See paragraph 6 of the Tab 9 memorandum . . 

of record of this meeting for Mr. Helms' reported remark that 
.. 

he·and Mr. Murphy were the two Clandestine Services office:r;:s 

who certainly would know whether or not Oswald had been an 

agent for CIA in the Soviet Union. 
•.. .; 

.. 
. ,· . 

.. 
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· About Did 1962 (check date) 
. ' .. 

for the telephone n~~bers of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite &nbassies~ 

.. ····· With this forewarning, LIFEAT However 1 

as !'recall, 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet lines, 3 Czech, 
~--~----~~--~-----J .·.: 

· ~ Polish, and 1 Yugoslav .line_. The basehouse listening post had a live · · 
. .. . ..... 

...,.._ .. -. 
' 

monitor \.rho made short summaries . ·of L'1.teresting conYersations for a daily . 
. . . . . : . . . ' , ·... . . : · .. · · . . · . :·· ·· D'·!:Y ·· ·.:,.- . .-' ·... ·. · . > · .. :,; 

· .. , ... •. resume which. was . received .. each day around 8 a.m.. (passed by ~licSt~. G~odpast~e .·. 

/-.. ~ ·: .. ·, to get to Scott -~efore 9 ~~~.) -~ter (w4_en the reel.Yas ~o~pletel;··~~corded) ... 
. . . :' ·.-··.· 

.. full transcripts \zere typed and passed to the station i~ the . same _'way~ however, .··. 
. . . -.. · .... · . . . . ·. r·.. . . -. . .. ·-· ... ·_ '.·· .·· .. 

,• ...... 

-.. ~- ~ ; 

·· ... there YaS USually a time lag of a day or SO .. Those transcripts which had 
·:: 

Russian or: another language besides· Spanish or English Yent out of the listening 
:~. . ....... . 

post the day after the transcrip~ .-:Cor other conversations on_ the .re~i)~as 
·.' 

... · typed. These reels were taken to another location '!tihere they were translated 

and typed. In the case o~ the RU:~sian translations, Boris Taras?rr usually .ran . 

· ·. about a Yeek. behind 'the dat~ of the: conversation because of the volume of 
. ,:. 

·. .· ·. Russian conversations among the ·:..embers of the Sov-iet Etr..ba:ssy. During· this· 
· .. /~----·:~·· . . . . ' 

. / .· · · ·period (.fall- of' 196.3} the reels. w~re probably being b~ought into. the·. station 

· .. 
.•: 

· and carried to Boris by _·on:e or· the .people ·rrom the Soviet Section or they may ... 

have been carried to him by tJ. but I think I brought the reel·· in and gave 

it to to take to Boris. 

handled all of' the processic:g of' Soviet transcripts. Hy job involved ·screening 

·the photographs as soon as we learned that the :man calling hi:nself Oswald was 

probably an A~erican. However, here again there was a backlag because the 

photos \-.'ere pic!<ed up three times a • .. u~ek but the ones pic~<ed up ..;rere usually 

for dates a few days preffiously because proce:::sed the.film on a 

night time basis. Photographs '!ttere made usually until one roll uas used but 

later '!tfe got it changed to one day coverage on each roll - in other '>..rords the 
. n . .1--.x...,_.,.... 
operators •··c).eared the camera each day whether there was anpi:iid:nx.a.:lqa a full· . 

. . "' 
r:::~ll of film e~~nsed. Instructions -were to covo9r office hours, phot.og!"aph ~ach 
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new Soviet and family, all foreigners and foreign ~iaenee plates. HQ~n · 

error did occur but generally the _agents '<lere c::mscientious. The Cuban 
i . . 

embassy coverage had more sophisticated equip~ent (a puls~ ca~era) but it 
0 0 ·0 3 0 • 0 0 ,...· --'--""--"-'--... 

. frequently developed mechanical_ difficulties. Zambarnardi]and 
l-,.,----,--d> 

'0 

(I think) handled this film""': pick up and delivery •. Lo:J;na._l:facKay screened 
'!. ·--

~. ~:- ·:·- . 
the film inside the station.!'·:· ,. ., .. 

: ·- .. · 

. I am certain· that· the Os\.:ald call came to our· atte~tion from the 
·- ·- . 

. Soviet line. · It wa·s picked up ·and taken to Boris for a tr~slation because 

the caller was trying to· speak Russian. Any delay was caused by waitmg to 
--~- .. 

•· 

_··compare the photographs vith the typed transc.ript •. There were no copies of 

trans~ripts eve~ made _in lan~ges other . than Spanish or English because \.fin . 

Scott could _read only those two languages and he personally screened the 

transcripts for operat~onaJ. leads he \-ranted pursued .. 
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8/56-6/69 COS \.finston H. Scott (deceased) 

10/65 - 1969 

. · CUBA OPERATIDrfS 

T~~~~~~ Chief 
(retired Costa Rica) 
:r-

.~j.)--- . 
rna . · 1 .. David Phillips Chie:f £~ -'r-..v~~ J /...-:-

·. - 10/68 Piccolo · · 
10/65.- 1~/67 L._~~~~-1 

.. 

on (j\JI....f.~~J 

I 
: I 

l 
I . -

I 
I 
I 

I 

- ~ ·-

~-· , .. __ 

" . 

i 

... . . 

--;~o.L--~=--_.__, Chie.f.-

I 
6/62 - 1/67 Prentice Narheine · (ps) I 

· (retired ?) . I . 
-

- 7/66 · iam Bright 
· 4/65 - 67 Cynt'tia Eausraann 

6/65 - 7 Alice Pittinger 
7/65 - 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief 

SOVIET TPANSCRIBEP..S 

Outside CO· ·' 

I. . . ~-

·a 
! 

. , 
! . ;- . 

6/56 - S/5B 'i·forris Gordon (resiened) 
6/58 - 6/63 Georue j'.~isko -
6/63 ~ 70 Bori; Terasof'.f (retired in Nexico) -

0 

. . ·. ~ 

= .. . · 

-:· .. · 
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SUPPORT ASSETS 

Char1 arson III Chief 
st 

~~ile~~~n~c~ona Chief 
.·· - 10/64 Thomas Keenan -
· 9/64 - 12/67 Hicbae1 Farmer . 

~~,;,.:;_,.L.--...4o.::L......--""~ photo Cubans 

49-71 ? Outside CO 
David 'HILSTFD (ps) 
retired in r1exico- 0: 

o3 ··. - ; 
Zambernard!!. (resigned l~xico) .. 

"1....,--~--,.I"'"Z""""---l 
TSD (retired) 

. ! 

I 
! 

. i 
I 
I· . i 

i 
I . -i 

:·: 

~-. 

" 
. : Cl".. .- .. 

\ . 

. -~ . . 

3/54 - 4/59 Harry T. Mahoney 
(retired Chicago) 

,....:J.!L...::::::......S;;!.O......._lJ]J.J~.J:qde Ae;ent - - ·- : 
(resigned in l·fexico) 

5/57 - 8/64 A. Goodpasture (alternate CO-
"-----,__,....-r---l 

and internal routing) . . 
6/58 --6/63 Louis D .. Puckett retired) o3 

: 6/63 - 1o/64- . OII"~S eei?an ..... e.t-f H . ,;_ ld fhti. n 
--._ .- 65 - 66 \hll~am Br~ght t~) l:. :3 ~ _ !, I ' t : J; 
- . C......,(r;v........p._ 

phone taps 

1959 - 1969 l·!inston Scott (deceased) 
oc:l L,-----1- 1960 (retired) 

: ,~ _c;)Cl l960 (outside, now retired) 
d1 1960 L.....r:::=-----,,-----'fTraining rapt resigned) 

1961 Jol~ Brady (retired) 
·1962 - 1968 A. Goodpasture - - - _ 
1961- 1971 harle~ Fli (outside TSD Star£ Agent- retired)-

03 . 

TSD Outside unit 

Glen ·Hidden (r~tired) -
Joseph ;:. Re:::igno (ps) Unit blown and clc::ed d::~\-:n 

·--·- ··-----'--~--------·-....-------.--. ........... -· --·-·-·-· ---·...,~l"'!!lf'Jf-7 
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Nexico Station Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies (1963) 

. ·.· 

1. ·Unilateral· Coverage: . . . . 

CJ>I!f . : 

.From the time the Mexico Station was opened _in until 
"'--~-~-' .. ·: 

the arrival of t~r. ~Jin Scott as Chief of ..Station in 1955=- the Station had . '· 

· developed a support apparatus to exploit leads from the Sovie~ E~bassy in · 

Mexico City. This· umbrella type .project (LIPSTICK) consisted of multiline 
•. 

phone taps~ three photographic sites~ a mobile surveillance team and.a 

mail ~ntercept operation~ · " 

Telephone taps {LIFEAT) were placed by 
.------~-... . . "L--...,...---. ---:---...,...--~...,.....-..........1 

\'lho 1.1as handled by a Station case officer. The number 

. of lines tapped was limited only by the availability of a listening post.· 

·:nearby and the availability of langauge (English:. Spani.sh, Soviet,Polish, 

Czech, etc.) transcribers. Generally, these 1....rere f.texican or ~iexican

American recruited agents. 

Three photographic sites \'iere handled by a Station case officer 

assisted by technicians on TOY from Headquarters \'Tho advised the Station 

on the best types of cameras:~~ films, and concealment devices. These 

operations had sub-crypts under project liPSTICK (namely: LH1ITED,. liLYRIC 

and l I CALLA). llf1ITED \'sas a fixed site directly opposite the Soviet Em

bassy (across the street) i·shich had both a vehicle and a pedestrian en-:

trance. The gate to the Soviet Embassy \·sas on the north\•test corner of the 

-: . 

E2, INPDET 
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... · .. 

Soviet compound and the LIMITED site \'las diagonally across a double laned 

street on the southeast corner of that block. {See attached diagram). 

LIMITED was the first photo base and operated strictly on an experimental _ 

basis. in the early stages. This base. ho~1ever·, was cl~~ed \'lhen the Sta~ 

. tion received word that the photograph of the 11unideritified man 11 1t1as 

being .released by the ~larren Commission .... LILYRIC \'las ari alternate photo- . 

graphic base. _It was located in an upper story ~fan apartment building 

on the same side of the street as the llt1ITED site but .in the middle of 

· ::, the block south. It had a planted view of the front gate of the Soviet 

_Embassy. liCAllA, the third photographic site,. was located in one· of a 

rm'i of four houses on the south side of th~ Soviet "Embassy compound •... 

This site overlooked the back garden of the Soviet Embassy compound. The 

purpose of this operation \'#as to get good i dent i fica t ion photographs of 

Soviet personnel. The three photographic sites \•tere managed by a re~ 

cruited ~gent ~tsho was a f4exican Citizen, the son of an Anlerican mother . 

. and r~exican father (deceased). This agent colle~ted the film. from the . 

LHHTED and Ul YRIC sites three times a \·reek. The fi 1m was then de-
. . : . 

veloped and printed into 8 x 10 contact print strips.·_ LICALLA film \•las 

originally processed in the Station but in early due to the resig-
'-----' 

nation of a technician, this film like that of LIMITED and LILYRIC was 

processed on the outs ide by a recruited agent. 

2 
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Nobile surveillance \1/as conducted by t\1/0 American staff officers. 

These two officers organized a surveillance team of six recruited agents 

\ihich used late model cars· and a panel truck for surveillance. The team 

could be activated by radio from the LHUTED site \•lhenever someone of 

interest left the gate of the Soviet Embassy. These agents \·tere a\llare of. 

the LIMITED. site since· they had been is~!Jed LHHTED photographs· for 

ident.i fication purposes . 

. The Station also conducted a ~.....-___ .....Jmail inter<;.ept operation~ 
. 

· LIBlGHT,. which \•las handled by an American case officer. . .... ....._ ____ ___. 

obtained selected letters 

. 2. 

of Federal Security ( DFS),. \'laS a hip-
~--------------~ 

pocket group run out of the~ r.1exican t1inistry of Government. This f1inistry 

\'tas principally occupied \·lith political investigations and con.trol of 

foreigners. Their agents \·tere · ./::Jl"tt , and corrupt. 

3 

<. 

. ! 



14-00000 

... .... 

.. · .. .. 

. ~ ·.. ·. 

. . . 
_.,.-;· . 

•, ·. . . . .. · .. 

. .. 

The ~istening post had 3p lines · 

connected at one time •. ·The transcription room was staffed by 

In 1961:» 

himself~ became the project case officer... A 
.. 

Station officer assisted him in the daily supervision of the 1 istening 

post:. and in picking up the transcripts and 'the "tapes. . There 1.11as a 1 so · · · · 

an American technician inside the listeni~g post. 

3. Oswald Coverage: · ... . . 

post for the telephone numbers of the Soviet~ Cuban and Satellite Em- . 
. . 

·bassies in The Station immediately 

oon thereafter connected. five Cuban lines, five 
,_ . .. . · .. 

Soviet lines, three Czech lines, two Polish lines, and one Yugoslav· 

line. At the listening post, a live monitor-made short summaries of 
. . . . .. 

conversatio~s _of inter~st which were then. included in a daily_~~sume 

for the Chief of Station. Later, 1r1hen a reel \'las completely recorded, 
, 

full transcripts were typed and passed to the Station; hm•Jever, there 
· ... 

. was usually a time lag of a day or bm. Reels \•Jhich contained Russian 

4 .. 

.< 
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-:r a 1 anguage other than .Spanish or· English \'Jere taken to another 1 ocation · 

for translation and typi"ng. f1r. Boris Tarasoff did the Russian transla-

. tions but because of the· volume of Russian conversa:tions:. the translations 

usually r.an about a week behind the date ot" the conversation. 

As soon as the Station learned that an knerican identifyfng him

self as lee Oswald phoned the Soviet Embassy, Miss Ann .Goodpasture of the 

Station started screening all photographs. · However~ here again, there 
. " . 

· \..ras a backlog becaus~ the photographs \•Jere picked up three times a week 

but those picked up were usually for dates a fe\'1 days before ~ince the 

technician who was ·pro~essing the film~ did so o.n a· night~til)'le basi.s .. 

Further, photographs \•Jere not made initially until a comJ?l ete roll of 

film was used .. later this \'las changed and the operator cleared the camera 
• 

at the end of each day regardle~s of amount of unused film remaining ... ··· 

The instruct·ions were to cover the entire \.llork day (office hours) and to .· 

photograph all. Soviets:~~ th_eir families~ all foreigners,. and cars \ltith .. 

foreign license plates. Human error did occur but generally the agents 

were conscientious. The Cuban Embassy coverage had more soph-Isticated 

equipment using a pulse camera ·vshich frequently developed mechanical dif

ficulties. 

Oswald came to the attention of the.listeni~g post·operators 

from a tap of the Soviet 1 ine. It \•/as picked up and taken to ~1r. Boris 

5 
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Tarasoff for translation bec.ause the caller was trying to speak in Russian. 

There was some delay because Station personnel ~aited to compare the 
.. 

· photographs \'lith the typed transcript. All transcripts \1/ere made in 

- -• _either Spanish or English since-the -Chief of Station could read only 

these two languages and because he person~lly screened the transcripts 
,. 

for operational leads. 
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